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The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with Whorlton (the “PCC”) 

 

Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2020 

 

Independent Examiner’s Report 

 

I report to the members on my examination of the accounts of the PCC (registered charity 1130279) for the 

year ended 31 December 2020. 

Responsibilities and basis of report 

As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance 

with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’). 

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the 2011 Act 

and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity 

Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

Independent examiner’s statement 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in 

connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect: 

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of the 

Act; or 

2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or 

3. the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content of 

accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any 

requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair view which is not a matter considered as part of 

an independent examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which 

attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 

reached. 

 

 

 

James Ferdinand, ACA, CTA 

17 Woodside, Barnard Castle 

 

Date: 
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The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with Whorlton 

Notes on the Financial Statements 2020 

Overview: The 2020 pandemic had a dramatic impact on our regular sources of giving in the plate at services 

and through fund-raising.  The generosity of the church community on our Gift Day in October replaced the 

lost income and provided additional monies to help us through the early months of 2021 while income will 

still be severely impacted.  The National Lottery Heritage Fund grant aided building works were completed; 

the accounts include the costs incurred (£295,208) and the grants received£278,275) for this project.  The 

decision was taken to move our bank accounts from Natwest to the Co-operative Bank. The new bank 

accounts have dual online authorisation, which provides much increased security.  Direct debit giving for 

donors has been made available through the national Parish Giving Scheme. 

1. Basis of Statements.  The Financial Statements of the PCC have been prepared under The Charities Act 2011 
and in accordance with the Church Accounting Regulations 2006 governing the individual accounts of PCCs, 
together with applicable accounting standards and the Statement of Recommended Practice for charities 
(SORP) FRS102. 
 

The Financial Statements have been prepared using the accruals and prepayments method. 

Investments included in the Financial Statements are shown at market (bid) value. 

The accounts were subject to an independent examination.  The Independent Examiner’s Report is attached 

to the Financial Statements. 

2. Bankers.  The PCC’s bankers were Natwest until 4th November 2020.  On 5th November 2020, the PCC opened 

a current account with The Co-operative Bank.  At 31st December 2020, both accounts were open but the 

Natwest account was closed on 21st January 2021.  The switch has been made to obtain improved banking 

facilities and to provide enhanced security through dual authorisation of payments.  The switch has been 

made as part of a Natwest incentivised scheme with a payment of £4,000 to the PCCs new account following 

the switch.  The Natwest Business Reserve account which received voluntary giving by standing order will 

also be closed in 2021, with giving standing orders either amended to current account or to the Parish Giving 

direct debit scheme operated by the Church of England nationally. 

3. Deposit Account.  The PCC also has a deposit account with CCLA Investment Management Limited’s CBF 

Church of England Deposit Fund. 

4. Property.  The PCC owns the Parish Hall, Newgate and Whorlton Village Hall.  These assets are not included 

in the Financial Statements. Both the halls are leased in return for fixed rental income.  

Approximate property valuations are Parish Hall (£185,000) and Whorlton Village Hall (£145,000).  These 

valuations are unchanged from 31st December 2009 and were confirmed as reasonable as at 31st December 

2015 by Simon Nixon of Addisons.  It is considered that these valuations will not have changed materially.   

The Parish Hall is leased to the Parish Hall Association (registered charity no.1103536) on a 30 year lease 

from 2004.  From December 2019 the rent increased from £965.60pa to £1,088.32pa in accordance with the 

lease formula quinquennial rent increase.   

The hall houses a large mural painting by Douglas Pittuck, which is the subject of a conservation / restoration 

project.  The PCC has no current or future financial commitments in respect of the mural nor any 

commitment regarding the future of the mural. 

Whorlton Village Hall was leased to the Whorlton Village Community Association, with a new 21 year lease 

effected from 1st August 2019 and initial rent of £525.00pa.  The lease provides for a formula based review 

of rent every 5 years, with the first review under the new lease due in 2024. 
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5. Invested Assets.  Invested Assets are included in the Balance Sheet at current value (bid price).  These assets 

are: 

183.50 units, value £3,298.54 (2019:£3,099.43) in the CCLA COIF Investment Fund Income Units in respect of 

the Children’s 

 fund.  Income is restricted for use in connection with work with children. 

984.15 units, value £20,122.62 (2019: £18,822.85) in the CCLA CBF Church of England Investment Fund 

Income Shares.  This is a Permanent Endowment with income being available for general purposes 

(unrestricted). 

8,171.121 units, value £12,181.51 (2019: £12,995.35) in the IFSLCAF UK Equity Fund B Income Fund.  This is a 

permanent endowment, with income for the benefit of Whorlton Church fabric.  The endowment arises 

from the former Whorlton Church Restoration Fund. 

21,811.48 units, value £36,894.12 at 31st December 2020 £ (2019: £35,655.23) in the CCLA CBF Church of 

England Fixed Interest Securities Fund income shares.  During the year, 6,102.40 units were sold to realise 

£10,000.00 (31/12/19 value: £9,975.59) to provide funding for short term cash flow needs and, if necessary, 

to replace income lost due to the pandemic.  This investment arises from the proceeds of the sale of Church 

Cottage in December 2015.   

6. Petty Cash.  Petty Cash is held by the Wednesday Coffee team, the Flower Guild, Smuffies (for subscriptions) 

and Smuffies (for its selected charity).  Monies are regularly banked to the current account.  Records of petty 

cash transactions for the Flower Guild, Smuffies and Smuffies (Charity) are maintained in cash books. For 

Wednesday Coffee, a £10 float is carried forward from week to week, with other takings being banked.   

7. Policy for Reserves.  The policy is to hold unrestricted reserves (to include any Gift Aid tax due but not yet 

claimed and/or received) of approximately 3 months expenditure (from general funds) to provide for uneven 

cash flow and for minor but necessary unbudgeted expenditure.  Reserves at this level are currently held.   

8. Policy for Pay to Employees.  Pay is reviewed annually in April, with a minimum rate of payment of the Living 

Wage Foundation’s Living Wage. 

9. Pay, Employees and Pensions.   The PCC employs a part-time caretaker for 6 hours per week for church 

cleaning and other general duties, with additional hours, as agreed, paid at an hourly rate.   

The PCC also employs a part-time Director of Music, who is contracted to play the organ at specified services 

in Barnard Castle. 

Employee costs were: 

Gross pay to employees £7,453 (2019: £7,111) 

Employer National Insurance costs 
 
- 

Employer Pension contributions 
 
- 

Total 
 
£7,453 (2019: £7,111) 

 

There were no pension arrangements for employees and no employees qualified for Automatic Enrolment 

(as pay is below threshold).  No employees opted in to a pension arrangement. 

The payroll is managed by Susan Peat on behalf of the PCC. 

Organists play for services at Whorlton on a “by agreement” basis with no contractual remuneration.  In 

2020, an honorarium of £60 was given to Jean Tallentire (included elsewhere in the accounts as a gift). 



The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with Whorlton  Registered Charity No. 1130279 

For weddings and funerals, the organist is remunerated by onward payment of the organist fee received for 

the service.  The Director of Music has first refusal but is not obliged to play at such services.  The PCC acts as 

paying agent and these fees are not therefore included in the 2020 financial statements.  

10. PCC remuneration.  PCC members receive no remuneration.   

11. Payments to Connected Persons.  None.  

12. Contracts with Central and Local Government.  The PCC has no contracts with Central or Local Government. 

13. Grants from Central and Local Government.  Grants totalling £42,865.94 were claimed from the Listed Places 

of Worship Grant Scheme.  This Scheme enables listed places of worship to claim grants equal to the amount 

of VAT paid on certain specific works relating to the maintenance of the church.  The grants were in respect 

of St Mary’s, Barnard Castle. 

£250.00 was received from Barnard Castle Town Council towards the cost of wifi. 

14. Other Grants received.  

a. Trinity College, Cambridge gave £1,375.00 to replenish the Restricted Fund available to the 

incumbent to meet expenses which might not otherwise be incurred or might not be reimbursed by 

the PCC.    

b. Grants totalling £226,209.80 were received from the National Lottery Heritage Fund in respect of the 

Windows to the World conservation and activity programme. 

c. Grants from the Friends of St Mary’s (FOSMS) totalling £1,525.60 were received towards the tower 

clock contract, the sound system and wifi. 

d. £603.94 was received from the Diocese as a micro-grant towards the cost of wifi and live streaming. 

e. £100.00 was received from the Lord Crewe Fund towards work with the elderly. 

15. Legacies. None in the year. 

16. Parish Share. The Parish Share offered to the Diocese and paid in 2020 was £65,000.04 (2019: £65,000.04).  

For 2021, the PCC has offered to increase the Parish Share to £66,500.   

17. Major Expenditure 2020.   Secure private wifi and equipment to enable streaming of services and events 

directly from St Mary’s Barnard Castle (£1,336).   Major building works as part of the Windows to the World 

project (£248,377), Heritage and Community Engagement as part of the Windows to the World and 

managed by Project Partners DigVentures Limited (£45,803). 

18. Financial Commitments for 2021.   Windows to the World.  Retention due to main contractor £5,463 and 

Heritage / Community Engagement (DigVentures) £54,917, totalling £60,380.   £47,700 and £910 will be 

recovered as grants from the National Lottery Heritage Fund and the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme 

respectively. 

19. Mission and Charity Donations.  The PCC donated £1,000 to USPG for specific projects.  The PCC has also 

agreed that up to 50% of plate collections at funerals may be donated to charity.   

 In addition, the Smuffies toddler group raised £128.90 for its 2020 chosen charity, CHUF.  
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20. Receivable amounts as at 31st December 2020 

Due to PCC by Amount £ 

National Lottery Heritage Fund 10,983.00 

Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme 1,272.40 

Magazine advertising 145.00 

Christmas advertising (share of cost due from other churches) 70.00 

Gift Aid (HMRC) 266.91 

Whorlton Village Hall rent 525.00 

Interest from CBF deposit account 4.41 

Total 13,266.72 

 

21. Photocopier.  The PCC rents a photocopier on a maintenance contract with Mastercopy.   

22. Governance Fees.  No costs have been incurred in the Independent Examination of the Accounts or in other 

Governance. 

23. Gift Aid. 93% of Planned Giving (bank giving and weekly envelopes) was Gift Aided in 2020.  The other 7.3% 

relates to non-taxpayers but part of this is eligible under the Small Donations Gift Aid Scheme.  In respect of 

the Small Donations Gift Aid Scheme, the PCC claims separately for each of the two churches as Community 

Buildings.   

24. Agency Monies.  The PCC acts as collecting agents for certain connected parties and also where monies are 

raised for a specific charity at a service or event.   These transactions are not included in the financial 

statements.  The amounts are set out in the table below: 

Agency Amount received 
£ 

Amount paid out 
£ 

Smuffies charity fundraising (to CHUF) 257.80 257.80 

 

25. Accounting records.   Accounting records are maintained on MyFundAccounting software supplied by Data 

Developments.  Gift Aid and Small Gift Aid data is recorded on Donations Co-ordinator V7.06 software 

supplied by Data Developments.  This software is used to generate and electronically submit the Gift Aid and 

Small Gift Aid claims to HMRC.  Data on MyFundAccounting is backed up by Data Developments.  Donations 

Co-ordinator is backed up by the Treasurer at least weekly, with a security copy stored offsite.  The PCC 

subscribes to technical support in respect of this software. 

26. Review of Financial Controls.  The PCC reviewed its financial controls during 2020 and agreed procedures to 

manage risks. The financial controls have been adopted as standing orders of the PCC. 

 

 


