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FABRICS, TILES  
and much, much more. 

 

Now in our 33rd year 
 

Allen Jenkins 
87 Montalbo Road, 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE 

  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Main Service  (for details see monthly calendar page) 

  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families  

                    Please check calendar 
 

WHORLTON 

  9.00 a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays  Holy Communion 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VICAR:     Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage, 

    Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST  (637018) 

  CURATE       The Revd Sarah Cliff  BA (Hons) 17, Mayfield’  

                        Barnard Castle  DL12 8EA      (316076) 
                            

READERS     Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng  (637392) 

           David Walker BA (Hons), B.ThM  CPFA (650396) 
 READER Emeritus:   David Blakely MA  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

:                         Annette Butters GLCM (Hons)  
 

CHURCHWARDENS: Sandra Sumner (690041),  

   John R Moore (07793756129),   

   Bob Ward (630163) 

PCC SECRETARY:     David Walker (650396) 

TREASURER:             Robert Stenlake (637334) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen 

Guy (0740 3264857) or sg27@btinternet.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK:         https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-                       

   Barnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts  

    please see page 22 
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Welcome to our full colour magazine.  
 

Dear Readers, 
 

This is not quite the launch for our new colour magazine that we had 
hoped for! Events have overtaken us. Someone once said ‘If you would 
like to make God laugh, spell out your plans.’ Anyway, we hope that you 
enjoy this new colourful format – we will try to improve it as we go along. 
 

There is no letter from our vicar, Alec, this month but he asked that we 
include an edited version of the letter from the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Archbishop of York, written in these difficult times. 
          The Editor 

 

A letter from the Archbishops 
         17 March 2020  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  

We wanted to write to you today to offer you 
advice and encouragement at this very  
difficult time for the whole of our country.  
  

Thank you for all that you do and will continue 
to do. We recognise what a very unusual and 
painful time this is for everyone and we want 
to stress that we are praying for you all and 
are very grateful for all that you are doing.  
  

It has always been the historic vocation of the 
Church of England to be the church for every-
one. William Temple, one of the great Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York of the last century, is often quoted as saying that we are the one 
organisation which exists for the benefit of its ‘nonmembers’. As the 
challenge of the coronavirus grips the world and as the Government 
asks every individual and every organisation to  
rethink its life, we are now asking the Church of England in all its  
parishes, chaplaincies and ministries to serve all people in a new way. 
Public worship will have to stop for a season. Our usual pattern of  
Sunday services and other mid-week gatherings must be put on hold. 
But this does not mean that the Church of England has shut up shop. 
Far from it.  
  

Being a part of the Church of England is going to look very different in 
the days ahead. Our life is going to be less characterised by attendance 
at church on Sunday, and more characterised by the prayer and service 
we offer each day. We may not be able to pray with people in the ways  
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that we are used to, but we can certainly pray for people. And we can 
certainly offer practical care and support. Please do carry on supporting 
the local foodbank and buy extra provisions for it. There are many very  
encouraging schemes happening right across our country in  
communities to focus on caring for the most vulnerable, so do continue 
to play your part in those.  
 

Then by our service, and by our love, Jesus Christ will be made known, 
and the hope of the gospel – a hope that will counter fear and isolation - 
will spread across our land.  
 

This is a defining moment for the Church of England. Are we truly a 
church for all, or just the church for ourselves? We urge you sisters and 
brothers to become a different sort of church in these coming months: 
hopeful and rooted in the offering of prayer and praise and overflowing 
in service to the world.  
  

Please, therefore, join us in this great challenge; and pray for our  
Government and nation, for each other, and especially for those who 
work in our health and emergency services.  
  

With every blessing,  
  

            +Justin Welby     +John Sentamu  

A PRAYER FOR ALL THOSE  
AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS 

 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up those who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort knowing that nothing  
can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord 

 

If you would like someone to pray with you over the phone  
you can call us.  

If we are out, please leave your name and a number  
on which you can be contacted 

 

Vicar: Revd Canon Alec Harding 01833 637018 
      Curate: Revd Sarah Cliff   01833 316076 

 

We are supported by colleagues:  
Geoff Lowson, Judith Walker-Hutchinson  

and Ian Blake and may ask them to contact and keep in touch with you. 
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Saints but not ‘Saints’! 
 

Christina Rossetti  Poet 
27th April  -- Commemoration 
 

Christina Rossetti was born in London in 1830 – the 
youngest of four children. Her Italian father was a poet 
and the house was a meeting point for many literary 
figures and artists of the day. Her two brothers were writers and her  
sister joined a religious order. In the mid 1840s, during a time of financial 
hardship due to her father becoming ill, Christina herself had a period of  
depression. She looked for comfort to the Anglo Catholic Movement of 
the Church of England. Religious devotion came to play a major role in 
her life.   

 

Christina's own fame rests upon her poetry, 
which dealt mainly with religious subjects 
but also the sadness of unrequited or  
disappointed love – she never married but 
had three significant relationships in her life.  
 

Her first poems were published privately 
when she was 12 years of age but her best-
known work, Goblin Market and Other  
Poems, was published in 1862.  Within the 
day to day life of the church she is perhaps 
best known for two carols - In the bleak  
mid-winter and Love came down at  
Christmas – and a poem often read at  

funerals Miss me, but let me go.  Rossetti's brother, William Michael, 
edited her collected works in 1904, but the Complete Poems were not 
published before 1979. 
 

She died of cancer on December 29th 1894, but the church remembers 
her on April 27th 

Snowdrop and Lamb 
 

The lambkin tottering in its walk, with just a fleece to wear 
The snowdrop drooping on its stalk so slender. 
Snowdrop and lamb, a pretty pair,  
braving the cold for our delight, 
Both white. Both tender. 

Christina Rossetti 
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And the band 
played on! 
 

Even with the church 
full of scaffolding the 
Community Orchestra 
and Community Choir 
continued to meet.  
Musicians are a  
resourceful lot! 
 

However, since this 
picture was taken the 
virus has done what the 
scaffolding could not. 
But we will be back!! 

Christian Aid Week (10-16th May 2020) 

There is a lot of uncertainty in the air about the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Obviously, we will have to 
wait and see how things progress, but I am still 
planning for Christian Aid Week as normal. 
 

I started contacting regular collectors as promised last month! 
 

Every year I find that some roads cannot be covered for one reason or 
another. So if anyone who has not helped before but would like to find 
out more, please contact me on tel: 690169, or mention it to Alec. 
 

Christian Aid bags for street collectors will be in Church from Friday 1st 
May, all being well. 
 

Thank you in anticipation of your assistance in this very worthy cause. 
 

         Helen Scott   
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Well done Adam!  Alex Thompson  

plays the violin in the Community Orchestra 
and her son Adam very often comes with 
her to the Saturday morning rehearsals. 
 

Recently, Adam was involved in a spon-
sored swim to raise money for “TODYS”, 
which stands for “Teesdale Opportunities 
for Disabled Youngsters” – a local charity 
founded in 1999. Members of the Orchestra 
sponsored Adam by donating the coffee 
money one week. 
 

 
 
This is Adam’s letter of thanks 
 

Hi, A big thanlk you to my friends at 
band. I swam 32 lengthsa and you gve 
me £38 for TODYS. ADAM  
 

TODYS provides respite to parents and  
carers through activity days and activity 
breaks for disabled people and their  
siblings. The swim raised over £800 in 
total. 
 

How’s this for an answer to an exam question?   
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News from the belfry   Friday learners at 

the end of February and mid-March saw 9 and 10 
ringers at the practices—lots of good listening  
progress being made, especially with Emma and 
James as they ring different bells in rounds and call 
changes. Well done! 
 

On 2nd March, the tower started to be surrounded by 
scaffolding in preparation for the repointing /repair work. Entry to the 
tower was made a little more tricky as it involved unlocking padlocks on 
the door into the scaffolding-sounds simple but not so easy in practice. 
Also, the weighted door was very stiff to open. Ringers were not deterred 
though.  
 

Each practice night, Alastair who joins us from Richmond, has a ‘special 
request’ for unusual methods. The first week in March it was Saturn 
Doubles, which we managed another week Cornwall Slow and finally 
New Bob Doubles.   
 

On Sunday 15th March, we started to pack up the ringing room and cover 
with dust sheets as we had been warned that the builders would be  
making quite a mess in there as they carried out the essential repairs 
and maintenance. 
 

Later in the day,  
at the Four o’ 
clock Service  
Helen Piercy-
Mycock rang her 
first quarter 
peal—a very 
creditable  
performance by 
her and the whole 
band. Well done!  
It was 1260 Plain 
Bob Doubles in 
43 minutes rung 
by an almost l 
ocal ladies band. 
 

 
We were not to know that this would be our last ring before the  
suspension of church services and mass gatherings to avoid the spread 
of Covid-19.  
 

  Alix, Helen P-M, Caroline, Helen S, Fiona and Kate. 
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ABBEYFIELD HOUSE  

BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD 

Supported Living for the Over 55’s 

A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your 

own self-contained space.  We have a small team of staff 

providing home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly 

face.  Rent is inclusive of all utilities and services other than 

your phone line. 

Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit. 

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com 01833 638116 

On Monday 16th March, we held our first tower AGM for more than 20 
years! Alec chaired the meeting in church and there were 14 ringers  
present. Elections took place for 3 posts and all were unanimously  
elected as follows:  Tower Captain: Caroline Piercy:  Tower Correspond-
ent: Helen Scott  Steeple Keeper: Dave Bailey 
 

Safeguarding, DBS certificates, Risk Assessments, Health and Safety 
and  a report on the bells compiled by Whites of Appleton were on the 
agenda.  
 

The meeting closed at 8.15pm after Alec was thanked for his support of 
ringing in Barnard Castle. 
 

All church services have now been suspended and consequently all ring-
ing too, until further notice. Very strange times ahead. 
          Helen Scott 

To make you smile  I just found out I’m colourblind. The diagnosis 

came completely out of the purple.   
 

If at first you don’t succeed, skydiving is not for you. 

mailto:abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com
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Calendar April 2020 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Many of you will be disappointed that church communities can no longer 
gather for regular worship during the pandemic: that said we can still sup-
port one another in prayer. Why not make a point of praying at the regu-
lar time you would be in church on Sunday? Others will be praying with 
you. 
 

A form of daily prayer for those who cannot access material digitally is 
included on page 12. National and local churches and faith organisations 
are working hard to find new and creative ways of providing spiritual and 
emotional support to people at this difficult time. 
 

The Church of England website highlights the following: 
 

       #LiveLent: Care for God's Creation - the Church of England's Lent 
campaign for 2020. With weekly themes shaped around the first 
Genesis account of creation, it explores the urgent need for  

 humans to value and protect the abundance God has created. This 
daily audio content is available via the app and emails.  

 Sign up for free. 
 

•     The BBC's Daily Service and Sunday Worship - radio programmes        
 will be using some of the themes from #LiveLent as part of their 
 broadcasts. 

•     Prayer for the day - each day the Church of England publishes  
          audio and text of the Prayer for the Day. 

•     Smart speakers – daily prayer and #LiveLent audio content can be    
 accessed via the Church of England smart speaker apps. 
 Live streaming services - users can watch live streams of  
 services from a range of churches such as: 
 

All Hallows by the Tower—      www.ahbtt.org.uk  
Buckingham Parish Church -   www.bpchurch.uk 
St Nicholas Church, Canvey Island -
                                                 www.thesundayservice.gallery.video 
St Mary's Kenton -                    stmaryskenton.org 

April 5th Palm Sunday 

April 12th Easter Day 

April 19th The Second Sunday of Easter 

April 26th The Third Sunday of Easter 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/livelent?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ahbtt.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1t3Zir8ft0zRmwKKH2_fz2IZcPEb4PeCfiTPlwnWxF5t2Hq6y3nwmAw7Y&h=AT2Pg13lKLo_hGuZ2EeBH41OJCDFllyLVP8nhKCMPTkMinufYsRsmkyYafEYyve9xcpbIVeSc9ZkOK92Rw6C1YMYoaadHFW1og0-nIiMMWnLd8gDDgtISbFB
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bpchurch.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2GHeUoabNIVgvTf3PDTN1xpZmwAUziGqmkd4zP4pvSQFtLf_D7mQiQAf8&h=AT2JMBZ0jqT0_Gsb4dlYkYAvdhqu-ARlp9oshyF4Jka9_YVm6f5SvjEA4a01R4q5Bi3DN2LazmCovfYdj8bL2aORWfAoFmJj-M8yyUmpdUKca7lkNHqpDfx70
http://www.thesundayservice.gallery.video/?fbclid=IwAR2zKEsPFDplyxPvnRpaULjk3hKPQZeNSPXzAzFAevnk4KpYKfapCLknysU
http://stmaryskenton.org/?fbclid=IwAR2WosCIfPtcHBKV0H3peb3GRjhltkbcB5_YYmUS32ZQldxSk9JxE6OU6qU
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Daily Prayer 
 

How can I pray?  
 

If you don’t have access to online resources here’s a suggestion based 
on a simple daily pattern. Suggested psalms and readings are given  
below: all you need is a bible (don’t be frightened to use the index to find 
the bible passages!) and a hymn book (if you fancy singing) 
 

          Alec 
 
Opening words of praise 
 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Hear my prayer O Lord 
And give ear to my cry 
 

A psalm or a hymn (best said/sung out loud) 
 

A bible reading: see next page 
 

Silent prayer: time to think and reflect 
 

The Collect for the week: see next pages 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing words of praise:  
 

May God our Redeemer show us compassion and love. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 
Suggested psalms 

  Till Easter From Easter 

Monday 41 111 

Tuesday 27 112 

Wednesday 102.1-18 113 

Thursday 42 & 43 114 

Friday 69 115 

Saturday 86 116 

Sunday 150 150 
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Bible Readings 

 

Week  
beginning 

 

30th March 
 

6th April 
 

13th April 
 

20th April 

Monday John  
8:1-11 

John  
12:1-11 

Matthew 
28:8-15 

John  
3:1-8 

Tuesday John  
8:21-30 

John  
12:20-36 

John  
20:11-18 

John  
3:7-15 

Wednesday John  
8:31-42 

John  
13:21-32 

Luke  
24:13-35 

John  
3:16-21 

Thursday John  
8:51-end 

John 13.1-
17:31b -35 

Luke  
24:35-48 

John  
15:18-21 

Friday John  
10:31-end 

John  
18:1– 19:42 

John  
21:1-14 

John  
6:1-15 

Saturday John  
11:45-end 

Matthew 
27:57-end 

Mark  
16:9-15 

Mark  
13:5-13 

Sunday Matthew 
21:1-11 

Matthew 
28:1-10 

John  
20:19- end 

Luke  
24:13-35 

          

April 27th John  
6:22-29 

April 29th John  
6:35-40 

  

April 28th John  
6:30-35 

April 30th John  
6:44-51 

  

Collects. Each weekday from 

29th March: Passion Sunday 

Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in 
him who suffered on the cross we may triumph in the power of his 
victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen 
 

5th April: Palm Sunday 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
you humbled yourself in taking the form of 
a servant, and in obedience died on the 
cross for our salvation: give us the mind to 
follow you and to proclaim you as Lord and 
King, to the glory of God the Father. Amen 
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12th April: Easter Day 
 

Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty 
resurrection of your Son overcame the old order of 
sin and death to make all things new in him: grant 
that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus 
Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you 
and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and 
might, now and in all eternity. Amen 

 

19th April: The Second Sunday of Easter 
 

Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you have 
assured your children of eternal life and in baptism have made us 
one with him: deliver us from the death of sin and raise us to new 
life in your love, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, by the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

26th April: The Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the 
breaking of bread: open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him 
in all his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now and for 
ever. Amen 

Partnership for Missional Church ( PMC)  In February, 

members of the PCC and the PMC steering team met for an Away Day 
to discuss the missional challenge for St Mary’s.  The “fuzzy” challenge 
we agreed on is “How can we engage with single occupancy household-
ers to nurture a greater sense of belonging in the community?” 
 

In March, some of the PMC steering team attended a meeting in 
Durham together with representatives from other Parishes and ex-
changed our missional challenge ideas. It was interesting to find that 
quite a few parishes were also looking at working with people who live 
alone and in the light of recent guidance on dealing with the  
Coronavirus, these challenges actually seem even more relevant. We 
are now forming the team (known as the Missional Innovation Team) 
who will start working on the challenge. If you are reading this and live 
by yourself, or know someone else who lives alone and would like to 
feel more involved in our community, please let us know. Also, if you 
would like to part of the team to reach out to these people, then please 
contact Beverley Pilcher 
          Tricia  
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Girlguiding: World Thinking Day 
 

On the afternoon of Sunday March 1st , St Mary’s 
hosted a service to mark world Thinking Day. 
The church was full of Rainbows, Brownies 
Guides and Rangers, their families and  
supporters. The theme this year is Diversity,  
Equity and Inclusion and the Guiders had spent 
the earlier part of the day at the Guide  
headquarters, exploring these ideas through 
games and activities.  
One of the illustrations used in the service was the notion of weaving 
coloured threads – the threads combine to form something stronger 
and even more beautiful than the original thread. The Bible reading 
was the story of Ruth – a story about love and acceptance across cul-
tural and national boundaries  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We all should know that diversity makes for a rich tapestry, and we 
must understand that all the threads of the tapestry are equal in value 
no matter what their colour.”      Maya Angelou  

How many legs 
on the elephant? 
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Repair works have started …. 
 ………. the clock has been stopped!  
 

The long awaited works to carry out urgent repairs 
started on 2nd March.  During the first week, the  
scaffolding was erected most of the way up the  
tower.  At the end of the week, the scaffolders moved 
into the church and erected scaffolding down the 
nave to give access to the high level south clerestory 
windows from the inside.  Our vicar, with supporting 
team, managed to put the pews back into rows round 
the scaffolding, making it look as if it is nothing out of 
the ordinary to have the nave scaffolded. 
 

The scaffolders completed the outside at the start of week two.  All of the 
tower and the west nave wall is scaffolded.  With this done, the craftsmen 
moved in.  Jonathan Cooke, our stained glass window conservation  
expert, removed the seven windows to be restored:  four high level  
Clerestory windows, the South Aisle window, the window above the main 
entrance door and a small window in the tower ringing chamber.   
Stonemasons set to work to clean out old and damaged pointing.  The 
week ended with the architect and Ian Askins, our specialist stonemason 
main contractor, going to the top of the tower and then coming all the way 
down the scaffolding, examining every stone on the tower and west nave 
wall. This high level inspection was the first opportunity we have had to 
look at the masonry close-up (and to prod suspect stones).   
 

Unsurprisingly, it has generated some “surprises” not visible from the 
ground (which will use some of our contingency money within the grant 
scheme) but the stonemasons now have a detailed plan of what needs to 
be done and work has started.  At the end of week two, the project was 
exactly on schedule. 
 

Sadly, it has been necessary to stop the clock, so that its mechanism can 
be protected while the ceiling of the clock chamber (where the  
mechanism is housed) is repaired and the access from there into the  
belfry improved.  To minimise risk of damage to the clock hands while 
exterior stonework is repaired, we have been asked to set the hands to 
6.30.  The clock will now be stopped until works are completed. 

         

Signage will appear shortly, acknowledging the huge support of the  
National Lottery Heritage Fund for this project, as well as the grants  
received from the Richard lll Society and The Friends of St Mary’s.  The 
signage will also give information on what our partners, DigVentures will 
be doing to promote the church’s heritage. 
        Robert Stenlake 
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Mothers’ Union 
 

At our last meeting we enjoyed a presentation on the 
‘Stations of the Cross’ by Sarah, our Curate She gave the 
background and significance of ‘The Stations’ and also 
introduced us to the particular set at St Mary’s.  

 

They are of a contemporary design by an  
artist called Nicholas Markell – the one shown 
here is Station 1 Jesus in Agony in the  
Garden.  Members  enjoyed and appreciated 
Sarah’s presentation. 
 

Sadly of course, we cannot meet for the next 
few months but we look forward to the time 
when we can 

Sandra Sumner 

Music Notes 
 

We’ve gone temporarily digital! Choir and  
orchestra members are keeping in touch with each 
other by email, WhatsApp and phone to name but 
a few, while relevant practice MP3’s, warm ups 
and other goodies are being uploaded over the 
coming weeks. No excuse not to learn those choir parts now! It’s not 
perfect, but it’s better than nowt. AS we know, music is a thing to be 
shared, but for those fortunate to be fit, in good health, and have a bit 

more time on their hands perhaps, might it be 
a good chance to improve instrumental or 
vocal skills or even get to grips with music 
theory? Now, there’s a thought. Back to 
school anyone? Some short “how-to” music 
reading videos for those who might want to 
learn to read music or even some introductory 
piano lessons to help you practice singing at 
home? Could be fun!!        
                                                           Annette 

To make you smile  Parallel lines have such a lot in common. 

But it's a shame that they'll never meet! 
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From the registers 
 

Funerals 
Service and committal at Wear Valley Crematorium 

 

March 6th    Joseph Atkinson Robson (99) 
       Beaconsfield Court Care Home 
March 12th  Hazel Ternent Collier (86) 
                                                The Manor House Care Home 

 

Service in church followed by committal at Wear Valley Crematorium  
 

March 18th  Cyril Robert Taylor (76) 12, Watson Court 
            

Service in church followed by committal at Darlington Crematorium 
 

March 17th   Geoffrey Lewis Dixon (82)   
       7, Cambridge Terrace  
 

Service in church flowed by burial 
 

March 23rd  Robert Arthur Howe  (91) 
       42, High Riggs 
       

Your goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life 

Services in church over the coming months 
 

Clergy are still able to offer ministry for baptisms, weddings and funerals 
though the numbers attending these gatherings  

must be severely restricted. 
 

For baptisms and weddings, families are already deciding whether or not 
to postpone their celebrations. 

 

Funerals in church, however, can only be attended by 8 people.  
Crematoria will no doubt publish their own guidelines. 

For families affected, we will aim to hold memorial services for their loved 
ones (possibly bringing together a number of families) once we 

are free of the pandemic so that a more public memorial  
can be made. 

 

We will also aim to publish prayers on our FaceBook page  
on the day of any funeral. 

A note to advertisers ….We will change your advertisements to full colour  
as soon as possible.  
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PLEASE NOTE 
 

The March issue of The Pilgrim will be available on April 24th. The last 
date for copy is Thursday  16th April.  Items, please, to Geoff Lowson, 
galowson@tiscali.co.uk  
 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with 
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279 

To cheer  

you up! 

How 
many 
planks of 
wood?  

Thank goodness for a sense of humour !  Seen on 

Penny’s Café Window “No toilet rolls are kept in this café overnight!.” 
And in the window of  Fox and Field  “Panic buyers welcome.”  Great 
fun! 
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Pause for thought    Resurrection goes on!    

 

In Holy Week, I usually dye some eggs. Some of you will 
have done this too – I use colourful flower petals and 
leaves next to the shell, then a layer of onion skin and 
finally an old handkerchief to hold everything in place  
before hard boiling. Wrapping the string around the  
handkerchief requires several pairs of hands!  This cus-
tom was very much part of my childhood and on Easter Day we would 
exchange dyed eggs, much as families today exchange chocolate eggs.  
My aunt was the expert when it came to beautifully dyed eggs!  
 

Then came the games. There were egg rolling competitions and egg 
‘jarping’! In the latter, contestants would tap opponents' eggs until one 
broke; a good hit by a jarper was called a "dunch". After all that, the eggs 
were eaten! 
 

Colouring eggs, whether dying or painting, has its origins who knows 
where? I rather like the Polish legend which tells of Mary giving eggs to 
the soldiers at the cross, begging them to be less cruel. But as she wept, 
her tears fell upon the eggs, spotting them with dots of brilliant colour.   
  

Of course, the association of eggs and Easter revolves around  
resurrection. New life emerging from within an enclosed, almost  
tomb-like environment.  Our faith hinges on the reality of the  
Resurrection. Christ is Risen! Alleluia! we say.  
 

But whilst the Resurrection happened on a certain day 2000 years ago, 
resurrection is something that is ongoing. God’s purpose involves  
transformation. Whenever a situation - whether at an individual level or a 
social level - is transformed from a state which displeases God to a state 
with which God is happy, then there is resurrection. God does not want 
to rub out what we are, but rather transform us into something new.  
 

Holy Communion (the Eucharist) itself we might call a resurrection event. 
In the great prayer at the heart of the service, we call upon the Holy  
Spirit to come upon us and upon the bread and the wine. Those ordinary 
things of life are transformed into something new and wonderful. We 
then go out from experiencing that, to share in God’s transforming  
activity in the world. God wants to take individual weakness and change 
it; to take poverty and change it; to take those who oppress and change 
them; to take the environment and restore it to wholeness.  
 

I wonder how many of you have seen a fluffy chicken coming out of an 
egg? It is worth reflecting upon the fact that the chick does not burst forth 
in an instant. It is quite a struggle and takes time. And so it is with  
transformation; it may be quite a struggle and take a time. 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

Bellringers:  Helen Scott (690169) 

Electoral Roll Officer:  Keith Miles (637512) 
First Friday Group:  Lesley Taylor (631716) or   

 Theresa Atkinson (638213) 

Flower Guild:  Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908)    

Friends of St Mary's: Pauline Hanby (630102) 

Junior Church:  Kim Harding (637018) 
Lifts to church:  Keith Miles (637512) 

Magazine Production:  Geoff Lowson  07771997184 

Magazine Distribution Helen Scott (690169) 

Magazine Advertising: Frances Stenlake (637334) 
Mothers’ Union:  Sandra Sumner (690041) 

Music Annette Butters 07411825230  

Parish Hall Association Secretary:  Peter Wise (637904) 

Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding (637018) 

Wednesday Morning Coffee:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 

The Friends of 

Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 

support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 

within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at 

Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  
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01833 605062 


