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Redwell Garage 

 

 

EXHAUSTS • TYRES • 

BATTERIES 

All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 

 

Redwell 

Garage 

Barnard Castle 

 

Tel: 01833 637341 

Fax: 01833 631888 

 

MAUDE’S 
COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS 

Prop: Stephen Maude 

 

FOR ALL YOUR  

TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS: 

MINI COACHES & COACHES 

 

 

 

 
 

REDWELL GARAGE 

BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone 01833 637341 

Fax 01833 631888 

Pirelli Dunlop 

The Decor and 
 Carpet Centre 

 

For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 

 

FLOORCOVERINGS.  
 
 

Now in our 34rd year 
 

Allen Jenkins 
87 Montalbo Road, 

 Barnard Castle DL12 8BP 
 

Tel: 0776 711 1673 

 

Gordon Brownless 

& Son 
 

Funeral Directors 
 

Chapel of rest 
 

Floral tributes 
 

Catering  

      Arranged 
 

Tel 01833 638655 
Day or Night 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE  

  8.30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion  

   
  

WHORLTON  

  9.00 a.m. on 2
nd

 Sunday  4.00pm on the 4
th
 Sundays  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VICAR  Revd Canon Alec Harding , The Vicarage,
 

    Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST      637018 

  CURATE:      Revd Sarah Cliff   17, Mayfield,  

                        Barnard Castle  DL12 8EA                         316076 
                            

READERS:    Astley Fenwick                                           637392 

          David Walker                                              650396 
                         READER Emeritus:  David Blakely 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: 

                              Annette Butters                07411 825230 
 

CHURCHWARDENS: Allan Jones               07747 825309 

   Roy Long                  690170 

                                    Joan Kemp Ambler      638908 
 

PCC SECRETARY:     David Walker             650396 

TREASURER:           

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY:  

          Stephen Guy   07403 264857  or sg27@btinternet.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK:         https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-                       

   Barnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other contacts please see page 22 

Safeguarding  The Parish Safeguarding Officer is Beverley Pilcher.  
The full policy is displayed in the church and is on the home page of the 
church web site.  01833 - 690663  
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Alec writes …. 
 
Dear All, 
 

As we approach Christmas, everyone and everything is on the move. 
Our Advent Bible readings drive us forwards towards the coming of the 
Christ child. The prophets point the way; John the Baptist shouts out 
‘we’re nearly there’; Mary runs to tell Elizabeth that she is pregnant. As 
the story unfolds the whole of the Roman Empire gets up and shifts  
Places; families load up their carpet-bags and head off ‘to be registered’. 
The roads are busy; the towns are full of visitors. Angels journey from 
heaven to earth; shepherds run from their fields rejoicing; stars cross the 
night sky. In the East wise men (whose journey began many months  
before) come close to the place where He is to be born. Herod, anxious 
for his kingdom, dispatches soldiers to Bethlehem with murderous intent. 
 

At the heart of all this movement there is an image captured in time:  a 
child; a mother; the soft glow of the stable lights and the warmth of the 
animals. The assurance that ‘God is with us’.  
 

Two thousand years later there are still thousands on the move: refugees 
are camping on the border between Poland and Belarus; crossing the 
Channel in inflatable dinghies; launching out into the Mediterranean from 
Libya. Some are trapped in camps in Syria, Jordan, Greece and Turkey. 
Men and women are still trying to get out of Afghanistan and to flee civil 
war in Ethiopia. Families are fleeing violence in Sudan. 
 

Here in the UK we may not have moved physically but the landscape 
around us has changed. Those things we thought were solid and secure 
seem less stable now: there are shortages in our shops as delivery times 
are extended on goods; the NHS is facing another winter crisis; we are 
uncertain as to how much longer we will have to ‘live with Covid’; family 
incomes are being stretched by increased fuel prices and the removal of 
furlough and Universal Credit support and, (as if the stress of the  
pandemic were not enough), we have become increasingly aware of the 
Climate Change Crisis that threatens the world. And at the heart of all 
this stress and anxiety there lies a child offering hope to all those who 
come to know Him:  
 
               ‘God is with us. Alleluia. Come to save us. Alleluia.’   
                      Alec 
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What is the heart of 
Christmas for you? 

 

Who or what do you want 
to thank God for? 

 
Every year the Church of England offers resources to individuals 

and families to help them celebrate Christmas.  
 

This year you can find an online family Advent Calendar, daily 
Christmas activities and details of online events and services at 

 

www.churchofengland.org/AtTheHeartOfChristmas   

Christmas Services 2021 
 

Friday December 17th  
7.00pm Christmas Concert at Barnard Castle with  

St. Mary’s Community Choir and Orchestra 
Refreshments served from 6.00pm 

 

Sunday December 19th  
8.30am and 10.30am services for the Fourth Sunday of Advent  

at Barnard Castle 
 

4.00pm Carol service at St. Mary’s Whorlton  
followed by seasonal refreshments 

 

Tuesday December 21st 

7.00pm Carol service at Barnard Castle 
 

Christmas Eve  
4.00pm  A Crib service for all the family at Barnard Castle  

Children are invited to come dressed as a  
character from the Nativity story. 

7.00pm        Carols on the Green at Whorlton followed by  
the Christmas Gospel and reception of Communion in church 
11.30pm      First Communion of Christmas at Barnard Castle  

 

Christmas Day 
8.30am    Christmas communion at Barnard Castle  
10.30am  Christmas communion at Barnard Castle  

 

Sunday December 26
th

  
9.00am Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer  

at Barnard Castle 

http://www.churchofengland.org/AtTheHeartOfChristmas
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Saints but not ‘Saints’ 
 

Samuel Johnson  1709 - 1784    Writer    December 13th  
 

In popular culture Samuel Johnson is best remembered 
as the compiler of the first dictionary - over a six year  

period he defined about 
43,000 words. (Fans of Blackadder will  
recall when Baldrick used the dictionary to 
light a fire and Blackadder had a weekend 
to redo it!!)  But the reason Johnson is  
remembered in the list of ‘saints’ is that he 
was a devout churchman and through his 
writings did much to support and champion 
the work of the church of his day. He was 
born in Litchfield on 18 September 1709 and 
died in London on December 13th 1784.   

 

 

Mary Slessor  1848 - 1915     Missionary      January 13th        
 

Mary Slessor was born in Aberdeen on 2nd December 1848. Her father 
was a shoemaker but lost his job due to an addiction to alcohol; he  
eventually found work in Dundee's jute mills in 1859. Mary's mother was 
a strongly religious woman who ensured that Mary attended church and 
that she kept up her education by attending school on a half time basis 
after family circumstances meant Mary also had to start work in the jute 
mills. By the time she was 14, Mary was a skilled jute worker.  
 

Whilst still young, Mary joined a local mission 
which worked in Dundee's deprived areas but 
in 1876, at the age of 28, she applied to be a  
missionary with the Mission Board of the  
Presbyterian Church of Scotland. After  
training, she set sail on the S.S. Ethiopia in 
August 1876, arriving in Calabar in south-
eastern Nigeria just over a month later. 
 

The country she found was in a state of chaos. 
Britain was the colonial power but was more 
interested in the maintenance of trade than in 
the welfare of the Nigerians. The slave trade 
was still a recent memory in the country and  
infanticide and human sacrifice still took place. 
Women's rights were next to non-existent and 
disease was rife: Mary herself suffered from 
malaria. 
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Mary's determination steadily won her the respect of the    
Nigerians she came into contact with. She lived among those 

she worked with; became fluent in the local language and developed a 
deep knowledge of local customs and culture. She adopted a number of 
local children rejected by their parents, particularly twins for they were 
considered to be cursed and were sometimes sacrificed as a result. 
 

By the early 1900s Mary was helping vaccinate Nigerians against  
Smallpox - but she was also suffering from increasingly severe bouts of 
malaria. Her strength declined to the point where this woman, who once 
embarked on all-night treks through the rain forest, had to travel in a 
hand-cart pushed by an assistant. 
 

Mary died on 13 January 1915. She was given a state funeral in Nigeria 
and in 1953 her grave was visited by Queen Elizabeth II. To Nigerians 
she is simply remembered as "Mother of All The Peoples". 

Some of Johnson’s definitions were very funny, partly because he  
sometimes defined words in way that showed his own likes and dislikes. 
Here are just a few examples. 
 

Oats  A food given in England to horses and in Scotland to men.  [He 
disliked the Scots!] 
 

Opera An exotic and irrational entertainment from a foreign country, that 
does not make sense. 
 

Excise A hateful tax levied upon commodities, and adjudged not by the 
common judges of property, but wretches hired by those to whom excise 
is paid. 
 

Sock   Something put between the shoe and the foot. 

 

Parish Christingle Service 
  

Sunday 5th December at 4.00pm. 
 

We’ll have the oranges at the ready, 
with their cocktail sticks, ribbon, sweets 
and candles intact and it’s all in aid of 

The Children’s Society.  
 

Come to this lovely service and give 
generously to a great cause. 

We can’t wait to see you. 
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Did you know…...? People have been sending Christmas  

greetings to each other for hundreds of years. The first recorded use of 
'Merry Christmas' was in a Christmas letter sent in 1534. 
 

The custom of sending Christmas cards, as we know them today, was 
started in the UK in 1843 by Sir Henry Cole. He was a senior civil  
servant who had helped 
setup the new 'Public  
Record Office' (now called 
the Post Office) and he in-
troduced the ‘Penny Post’ 
in 1840: but he wondered 
how it could be used more 
by ordinary people and so, 
along with his friend John 
Horsley - an artist, he had 
the idea of Christmas 
Cards. They designed the 
first card and sold them for 1 shilling each -  5p today but a lot of money 
then. It is shown above and about 1000 were printed and sold.  
 

As printing methods improved, Christmas cards became much more 
popular and were produced in large numbers from about 1860. In 1870 
the cost of sending a post card, and also Christmas cards, dropped to 
half a penny. This meant even more people were able to send cards. 

 

And, did you know ….? Christmas  

pudding originated as a 14th century porridge 
called 'frumenty' that was made of beef and 
mutton with raisins, currants, prunes, wines and 
spices. This would often be more like a thick 
soup and was eaten as a fasting meal in  
preparation for the Christmas festivities. 
 

By 1600, frumenty was slowly changing into a plum pudding, having 
been thickened with eggs, breadcrumbs, dried fruit and given more  
flavour with the addition of beer and spirits. It became the customary 
Christmas dessert around 1650 and, by Victorian times, Christmas  
Puddings had changed into something similar to those eaten today. 
 

All sorts of traditions and superstitions have been associated with it: it 
should have 13 ingredients to represent Jesus and the disciples; it 
should be stirred east to west to remember the wise men; it should be 
made on Stir up Sunday’…..  As long as it tastes good ! 

Thanks for explaining the word “many” to me, it means a lot. 
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I didn’t know he had been ill! 
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St. Mary’s  
Parish Church 
Barnard Castle 

 
 

Christmas Tree Festival  
2021 

 

Wednesday 8th - Sunday 12th December 
 

Over fifty trees decorated and lit  
for you to enjoy!  

 

A truly stunning sight 
 

Local musicians; raffle; mulled wine; refreshments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ADMISSION FREE 
Donations welcome 

 

Wednesday - Friday 4.00pm - 6.00pm 
 

Saturday  11.00am - 5.00pm 
 

Sunday  2.00pm - 6.00pm 
 

Followed at 6.00pm on Sunday by Wassail 
A musical Christmas celebration 
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FRIENDS OF RICHARDSON HOSPITAL  
 

SUPPORTING HEALTHCARE IN TEESDALE  
AT THE RICHARDSON COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 

 

Over the festive period we will be: 

Selling Christmas cards, crafts and gifts to raise funds 

Taking part in the Christmas Tree Festival 

Buying and packing Christmas gifts for patients 

Meeting on 26th January to plan for the year 
 

We welcome new volunteers to help with events and fundraising. 
 

Do get in touch.  
   

   Email: contact@forh.org.uk 
 

   Tel: 07919 344845 
 

   www.forh.org.uk  

Durham Lesotho Diocesan Link The formal  link between the 

two dioceses was established in 1986, though there was an informal link 
20 years before that.  Durham Diocese has supported the building of a 
community health centre; a community education centre; a forestry  
programme; a micro enterprise loans scheme to help start small  
businesses; poultry units for schools; the establishment and  
operation of two orphanages - and much more.    
 

The exciting news from the Diocese is that a 
new bishop has been appointed  - she is Revd. 
Canon Dr Vicentia Kgabe and she will be only 
the third woman bishop to be appointed in the 
Province of Southern Africa.  
 

She was born in Soweto and trained for       
ordination at The College of the Transfiguration 
in South Africa. She has served in parishes in 
and around Johannesburg. 
 

She will be ordained bishop in the Cathedral of St Mary and St James, 
Maseru on December 5th  

mailto:contact@forh.org.uk
http://www.forh.org.uk
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Good King Wenceslas looked out, 
on the feast of Stephen. 
 

Poor Stephen!  The very first Christian martyr is 
often overlooked in the Christian year because 
his feast day is December 26th - Boxing Day. 
But this year it does happen to be a Sunday. 
 

He is believed to have been a Greek Jew who 
converted to Christianity. When the number of 
disciples increased and the very early Church 
began to emerge, his trustworthy character 
marked him out and he was chosen as one of 
the seven deacons who would perform the task of distributing alms to 
widows and the poor.  
 

Additionally, he was an excellent preacher, so much so that the Jewish 
authorities became worried about his success and they accused him of 
blasphemy: he was made to stand trial. 
 

At the supreme Jewish law court, the Sanhedrin, Stephen recounted the 
many mercies that God had given the children of Israel and the  
ungrateful way in which they had repaid Him. He accused them of  
murdering Jesus, whose coming, he said, had been foretold by Moses. 
This angered the crowd and he was dragged out onto the streets. He 
was then stoned to death according to the law at that time, an event  
witnessed by Saul - later St Paul. It is believed he died around the year 
34AD and he was buried outside the Damascus Gate at Jerusalem. 

Carol Singing Some members of Community 

Choir are Carol Singing on a couple of occasions 
in December - about an hour each.  Anyone is 
very welcome to join us. The details are   

 

  Dec 14th     3.30pm   Beaconsfield Care Home 
 

  Dec 20th:    3.30pm   Manor House Care Home 
                                    and  Green Lane Estate  

A Hindu Prayer 
May the world be peaceful; may the wicked become gentle. 

May all creatures think of mutual welfare. 
May our minds be occupied by what is good and whole 

and may our hearts be immersed in selfless love for the Lord. 
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Bats in Sacred Spaces — well I never!  In the September 

issue of The Pilgrim there was reference to a bat survey being carried 
out in and around all churches as part of a national study which aims to 
create a record of bat populations. Well, there were no bats in St Mary’s 
which is a good thing because -  
important though they are - they can 
be a real problem in church buildings.  
 

But in other cultures they are not  
regarded a problem - quite the  
opposite in some cases. In parts of 
Asia, bats are encouraged to live in 
temples and temple caves and this 
has lead to bat conservation. 
 

Bats play multiple roles in southern 
India depending on local beliefs. They 
are encouraged to roost in the large  
hollow towers in Vishnu temples and 
live harmoniously with those around 
them. The ecosystem of these temples has provided an opportunistic 
feeding place for bats which eat partially consumed bananas left by  
macaque monkeys around the temple! The shopkeepers cover, rather 
than remove their perishable merchandise to minimise damage from 
these animals because bats are also considered indicators of divine 
connection whilst people pray. Some temples are completely silent in 
honour and protection of the bats. Priests bring people to temple caves 
to celebrate bats living there, and in Sarsai, Gujarat State, bats are  
worshipped because villagers believe that they bring prosperity. 
 

In Madagascar, although some bats have a legal and sacred status, a 
survey found that 76% of villagers did not observe their position; some 
used bats for bait to hunt other animals and they are regularly eaten in 
restaurants and at home. The deforestation of Madagascar (80% lost 
since 1950) seriously threatened bat populations until they adapted their 
behaviour to live over the extensive rice paddies created in cleared  
forest areas. Rice is the staple food for 80% of the local population.  
Molossus bats, sometimes in roosts of more than 1,000, live in  
churches, temples and other buildings, and have adjusted to feeding 
and foraging for insects endemic in rice fields. Their foraging benefits 
the crop, and villagers use their guano to fertilise the rice. 

Celia Chapple 

 

I refused to believe father, a road worker, was stealing from his job,  
but when I got home all the signs were there. 
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We have moved! 

The Old School, Bridge Street 
 

Middleton-in-Teesdale 
 

Co. Durham DL12 0SN 
 

Tel: 01833 641202 
 

Email: teesdalephysio@gmail.com 

 Back / Neck Pain  Joint Problems 

 Sciatica  Sports Injuries 

 Whiplash  Muscle + Ligament Injuries 

 Trapped Nerves  Pilates (1:1 and classes) 

 Acupuncture  Post-surgical Rehabilitation 

Community Choir and Orchestra 
Christmas Concert 

 

Friday December 17th at 7.00pm 
Refreshments from 6.00pm    

 
 

Some of the brass take  
a short break from  

rehearsals to wish Holly  
Happy 15th Birthday 

the other week.   
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A beach hotel with no beach! The recent much publicised 

COP26 focused primarily on greenhouse gases and fossil fuels, but 
there are many more issues of concern in terms of use of the planet’s 
resources.  “The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven, and said, ‘By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you 
have done this ….. I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring 
as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the  
seashore.”  Gen 22:16-17 
 

Sand. There is lots of it! Or is there? Believe it or not, we are running out 
of sand. Furthermore, there is a huge criminal network surrounding the 
trading of this natural resource. 
 

We use sand extensively, most obviously in the  
construction industry, but it is also used to make 
glass and - very relevant to our modern life styles - 
one of the elements in sand, Silicon, is used in  
electronics. Your mobile phone, your computer, even 
the solar panels on your house, contain a derivative 
of sand.  
 

The largest use is in construction which consumes 
about 10 billion tons per annum to make concrete 
and bricks. Add to that another 30 billion tons of 
gravel. The demand is so high that there is a global shortage. Most large 
deposits of surface sand have now been exhausted which means that 
sand has to be either dredged or sucked up from the sea floor - sea 
creatures included - into huge ships. (In case you are wondering, desert 
sand does not make good building sand because the grains are more 
rounded. Buildings in Dubai are built with sand from Australia!)   
 

In parts of the world, scarcity of sand has triggered smuggling gangs - 
the "sand mafias" - to plunder beaches and rivers for this highly prized 
commodity. This is not just damaging to the plants and animals but in 
some cases the nature of coastlines is being changed. If you dredge up 
sand just off the shore line, the sand from the beach gradually obeys 
gravity and slips down into the sea to take its place - beaches are  
literally disappearing. In some extreme cases, whole low lying islands in 
Indonesia have actually ceased to exist.  
 

One story, which would be funny if it were not so tragic, is that to build 
some beach hotels and apartments in Tunisia they used sand from the 
beach. That beach is no more! 
 

The story about Abraham—the conclusion to which is quoted above - 
reminds us of two things; the importance of respecting God’s will and 
God’s promise of his goodness towards us.  



 

16 

News from the belfry 
 

Monday practice numbers fluctuated between 7 and 11.  
 

Friday advanced learners (4-5pm) continue to be well  
attended and we welcomed Giles from Ingleton one week.  
 

Saturday handling sessions (11.15-12noon) George  
Harris had his first bell handling lesson on 23rd October, after first going 
up to look at the bells. He is doing really well and helped us fit the  
muffles for Remembrance Day. 
 

Sunday ringing numbers dipped down to 4 one week, but this gave 
George and Alix the challenge of learning  
Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Bob Minimus! 
 

New clock-keeper: George Robinson has 
been coached by John Elliott over the last 
couple of years and has now taken on the 
role of maintaining the clock.  
 

The October Southern District meeting was 
held at St John’s Shildon on 23rd.  
 

The COP-26 ringers featured in the Ringing 
World and The Teesdale Mercury. 
 

On Remembrance Sunday we rang the back 6 bells half muffled before 
the Civic Remembrance service and kept the muffles on for the next 2 
practices as we rarely ring with them. 
 

The Southern District AGM took place on Saturday 20th November in 
Barney. A case of all hands on deck to cook a ringers’ tea and bake 
cakes.  
 

Long service awards: John and Caroline received their certificates for 50 
and 25 years of service to the D & N, respectively. Well done and thank 
you to you both for all that you have contributed to ringing in Barnard 
Castle. 
          Helen Scott 

“The season of Advent means there is something on the horizon the likes of 
which we have never seen before… .What is possible is to not see it, to miss 
it, to turn just as it brushes past you. And you begin to grasp what it was you 
missed, like Moses in the cleft of the rock, watching God's back fade in the 
distance. So stay. Sit. Linger. Tarry. Ponder. Wait. Behold. Wonder. There 
will be time enough for running. For rushing. For worrying. For pushing. For 
now, stay. Wait. Something is on the horizon.”  J L Richardson 
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Merry Christmas Green Lane  It is always a 

privilege to be working in a school; every day is different 
and there are so many moments of wonder and joy to 
behold, such as when children learn a new skill or show 
an act of kindness towards a fellow pupil or adult.  That 
privilege is intensified as we edge closer to Christmas.  
 

This term has been one of change at Green Lane as we 
develop and deepen our core Christian values to become a Character 
Education School; staff have been working on each curriculum area to 
decide which value fits within each topic we teach. When I show visitors 
round school they remark on the positive feeling that seems to surround 
the building and the children within it. For example, I was showing  
Godfrey Irving around our grounds and he was giving us advice on how 
best to manage the trees and bushes on the school site; he remarked to 
me how polite and respectful the pupils were. It made me very proud 
indeed and highlighted for me the impact that positive values rooted in 
care and compassion can have. 
 

Serving its community is a vital function of any school and it was a  
delight to join in the Creation and Climate event a few Sundays ago - 
children are our future and they are so passionate about the planet, the 
environment and what they can do to help save it. It was a pleasure to 
spend the day at the event with our Science Ambassadors and to talk 
with different members of the community - persuading them about the 
action we all need to take. We enjoyed catching up with Mrs Box and 
our friends from St Mary’s school, they seemed to enjoy our craft  
activities!    
 

Christmas is a time of kindness, a time to spend with friends and family 
and a time to look to the future with hope in our hearts. The children and 
staff wish you all season’s greetings and a happy and restful  
Christmas. 
         Rob Goffee 

You know you’re getting older when  (1) You're sitting on a park bench 
and a Boy Scout comes up and helps you cross your legs.  (2)  You light 
the candles on your birthday cake and a group of campers form a circle 
and start singing Kumbaya. (3) You keep repeating yourself.  (4) Your 
Insurance Company has started sending you their free calendar...a 
month at a time. (5) Conversations with people your own age often turn 
into "duelling ailments." (6) It takes a couple of tries to get over a speed 
bump. (7) You keep repeating yourself.  (8) You look both ways before 
crossing a room.   (9)  The waiter asks how you'd like your steak...and 
you say "pureed”  (10) You keep repeating yourself. 
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W’day 1st  9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Midweek Worship at Barnard Castle  

Thursday 2nd  3.00pm Social and Fundraising Team meeting 
at Barnard Castle 

 7.00pm  Deanery Living in Love and Faith study 
on Zoom 

Friday 3rd  5.00pm Community Choir rehearsal  

Saturday 4th  10.00am Community Orchestra rehearsal 

Sunday 5th     Second Sunday of Advent 

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Sung Communion  

 12.30pm Baptism of Lily Cope at Barnard Castle 

 4.00pm Christingle service at Barnard Castle 

Tuesday 7th 1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm—3pm  

 6.00pm Finance Team meeting 

W’day 8th    Christmas Tree Festival  8th –12th  
See page 10 

 9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Midweek Worship at Barnard Castle  
NB In the vestry 

Friday 10th 5.00pm Community Choir at the Festival 

Saturday 11th 11.00am Community Orchestra at the Festival 

Sunday 12th    Third  Sunday of Advent  

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle  

 9.00am Morning Worship at Whorlton 

  10.30am Sung Communion at Barnard Castle 

 6.00pm Final Christmas Tree Festival event  

Monday 13th  5.00pm Community Choir / Orchestra rehearsal 
5.00pm - 7.00pm 

Tuesday 14th  1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm - 3pm  

W’day 15th  8.30am Morning Prayer on Zoom 
Note change of time 

 10.00am Midweek Worship at Barnard Castle  

Friday 17th  6.00pm Refreshments: followed by  

 7.00pm Christmas Concert at Barnard Castle 

December / January Calendar  
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Saturday 18th  10.15am Community Choir and Orchestra rehearsal  
to prepare for Carol service 

Sunday 19th   Fourth  Sunday of Advent  

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Service of the Word at Barnard Castle 

 4.00pm Carol service at Whorlton 

Tuesday 21st   7.00pm Carol service at Barnard Castle 

W’day 22nd 9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Midweek Worship at Barnard Castle  

Christmas Eve 4.00pm Crib service at Barnard Castle 

 7.00pm Carols on the green at Whorlton 

 11.30pm First Communion of Christmas 
at Barnard Castle 

Christmas Day   8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Sung Communion at Barnard Castle 

Sunday 26th    St Stephen’s Day 

  9.00am Holy Communion (said)  at Barnard Castle 

W’day 29th  9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Midweek Worship at Barnard Castle 
Friday 31st  5.00pm  *No Community Choir rehearsal* 

January 2022   

Saturday 1st  10.00am *No Community Orchestra rehearsal* 

Sunday 2nd     Epiphany  

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle  

 10.30am Sung Communion at Barnard Castle 
 12.30pm Baptism of Bailey Peart at Barnard Castle 

W’day 5th 9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Midweek Worship at Barnard Castle  

Friday 7th   5.00pm  No Community Choir rehearsal 

Saturday 8th 10.00am Community Orchestra rehearsal 

Sunday 9th  Baptism of Christ 

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 9.00am Morning Prayer at Whorlton 

 10.30 Sung Communion at Barnard Castle 
With renewal of Baptismal Vows  

Tuesday 11th  1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm - 3pm  
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W’day 12th  9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Midweek Worship at Barnard Castle  

Friday 14th   5.00pm  Community Choir rehearsal 

Saturday 15th 10.00am Community Orchestra rehearsal 

Sunday 16th   The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Sung Communion at Barnard Castle 

Tuesday 18th  1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm - 3pm  

W’day 19th  9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Midweek Worship at Barnard Castle  

 3.30pm Building Team meeting 

Thursday 20th 3.00pm Social and Fundraising Team meeting 

Friday 21st   5.00pm  Community Choir rehearsal 

Saturday 22nd 10.00am Community Orchestra rehearsal 

Sunday 23rd  The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Sung Communion at Barnard Castle 

 4.00pm Holy Communion at Whorlton 

Tuesday 25th  1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm - 3pm  

 7.00pm Deanery Synod Standing Committee 

W’day 26th  9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Midweek Worship at Barnard Castle  

Friday 28th   5.00pm  Community Choir rehearsal 

Saturday 29th 10.00am Community Orchestra rehearsal 

Sunday 30th  The Feast of the Presentation 
(Candlemas) 

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Sung Communion at Barnard Castle 

  

          Ikea Christmas tree 
 
                                            

     I may be some time ! 
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The Advent Collect   Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast 
away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of light, now in 
the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us 

in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 
glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to 
the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 

Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen.  

From the registers 
Baptisms  

 

        At Barnard Castle 
 

October     10th   Harry Jack Teward, 28, Thorngate 
       24th    Emily Jane Hewitt and Charlie James Metcalfe 

      15, The Crescent, Stainton Grove 
                  31st   Chloe Olivia Mullery, 18, Kinghorne Road 
November   7th   Ronnie Joseph Robson, 3, Burnhope Way 
 

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God 
 

Funerals 
 

Service in church followed by  
Cremation at Wear Valley Crematorium 

 

 November 2nd  Anne (Annie) Stobbs (87)  The Manor House 

Memorial Service  
 

November  4th  Neville Turner, 24, Woodside 
 

Jesus said ’I am the way, the truth and the life’       

The Return     John Burroughs  
 

He sought the old scenes with eager feet  
The scenes he had known as a boy; 

"Oh, for a draught of those fountains sweet, 
And a taste of that vanished joy!" 

 

He roamed the fields, he wooed the streams, 
His schoolboy paths essayed to trace; 
The orchard ways recalled his dreams, 

The hills were like his mother's face. 
 

O sad, sad hills! O cold, cold hearth! 
In sorrow he learned this truth — 

One may return to the place of his birth, 
e cannot go back to his youth. 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

Bellringers:      Helen Scott         690169 
Electoral Roll Officer:    John Trevett           695006 
Flower Guild:     Joan Kemp-Ambler        638908    
Friends of St Mary's:   Pauline Hanby               630102 
Junior Church:     Kim Harding               637018 
Magazine Production:    Geoff Lowson            07771 997184 
Magazine Distribution:   Helen Scott                690169 
Magazine Advertising:   Frances Stenlake         637334 
Mothers’ Union:     Sandra Sumner             690041 
Music :     Annette Butters         07411 825230  
Smuffies  
      (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding                 637018 
Wednesday Morning Coffee:   Frances Stenlake          637334 

The Friends of 

Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 

support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 

within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at 

Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  

PLEASE NOTE 
 

The February  issue of The Pilgrim will be available on January  28th  
The last date for copy is Thursday, January 20th . Items, please, to 
Geoff Lowson, galowson@tiscali.co.uk  
 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with 
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279 
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01833 605062 


