
 

1 

 
 

The Pilgrim 
 

The Parish Magazine 
for 

Barnard Castle and Whorlton  

  December 2020 / January 2021 
 

 50p 



 

2 

Redwell Garage 

 

 

EXHAUSTS • TYRES • 

BATTERIES 

All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 

 

Redwell 

Garage 

Barnard Castle 

 

Tel: 01833 637341 

Fax: 01833 631888 

 

MAUDE’S 
COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS 

Prop: Stephen Maude 

 

FOR ALL YOUR  

TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS: 

MINI COACHES & COACHES 

 

 

 

 
 

REDWELL GARAGE 

BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone 01833 637341 

Fax 01833 631888 

Pirelli Dunlop 

The Decor and 
 Carpet Centre 

 

For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING, 

FABRICS, TILES  
and much, much more. 

 

Now in our 33rd year 
 

Allen Jenkins 
87 Montalbo Road, 

 Barnard Castle DL12 8BP 
 

Tel: 01833 690009 

 

Gordon Brownless 

& Son 
 

Funeral Directors 
 

Chapel of rest 
 

Floral tributes 
 

Catering  

      Arranged 
 

Tel 01833 638655 
Day or Night 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE  

  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Main Service   

  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families  

          Please check calendar 
 

WHORLTON  

  9.00 a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays  Holy Communion 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VICAR:     Revd Canon Alec Harding , The Vicarage, 

    Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST      637018 

  CURATE:     The Revd Sarah Cliff   17, Mayfield,  

                        Barnard Castle  DL12 8EA                         316076 
                            

READERS:    Astley Fenwick                                           637392 

          David Walker                                              650396 
                           READER Emeritus:   David Blakely 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: 

                            Annette Butters              071411825230 
 

CHURCHWARDENS: Sandra Sumner         690041  

   Bob Ward                 630163 

   Roy Long                  690170 

                                    Joan Kemp Ambler      638908 

 

PCC SECRETARY:     David Walker             650396 

TREASURER:             Robert Stenlake                637334 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY:  

          Stephen Guy   0740 3264857  or sg27@btinternet.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK:         https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-                       

   Barnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183 

For arrangements at the moment 
Please see page 21 
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        Alec writes…. 
Dear All, 
 

What a year 2020 proved to be. Which one of us could have predicted a 
global pandemic that has seen hundreds of thousands of people lose 
their lives? It’s tempting to say that none of us could have seen this  
coming our way but that would not be true, would it? International and 
national organisations have expected and planned for such an event for 
years: but we let our guard down, we weren’t ready, we struggled to  
obtain PPE equipment, we didn’t have a robust enough policy for our 
care homes and we had undermined the capacity of the NHS, Local  
Authorities and Public Health Experts to respond to local outbreaks of the 
virus.  
 

It’s easy, in hindsight, to see our collective failings. We are still playing 
‘catch up’ as we enter the virus’s second wave and our recovery will be 
harder and longer than we might have hoped but we have had to learn a 
hard lesson about being ready, ‘being prepared.’ 
 

‘Being prepared’ is not just something for Cub Scouts to take to heart. 
Jesus told any number of parables about being ready: the wise and  
foolish virgins at the wedding feast, the slave who ill-treated his fellow 
slaves, the rich man who accumulated great wealth only to die  
suddenly, the arrival of God’s Kingdom being compared with ‘a thief in 
the night’. As we approach Christmas the season of Advent gives us  
Bible readings that are filled with dire warnings of judgement and not  
being ready. There are increasingly desperate shouts to ‘wake up’ and 
the solemn call to ‘repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand’. Advent 
calls us to action. The impending crisis is given a name: ‘The Day of the 
Lord’:  it will be a time of judgement, of revelation, when we will be shown 
for who we truly are. 
 

This ‘Day’ came at the first Christmas and will come again at the end of 
all time when Christ returns. All of Advent’s urgency still applies (its  
encouragements to ‘turn’ and to enter the kingdom of God in our 
thoughts, words and deeds) but the message is changed.  The Lord’s 
Holy arm that had threatened punishment now reaches out to us from the 
swaddling cloth of a baby in a manger and will stretch out again to touch 
us with love from a cross at Calvary.  Advent shifts from being a time of 
impending judgement to a time shot 
through with hope. May we use its days 
and weeks to be ready to receive the  
coming Christ-child and ready to welcome 
His words of comfort and joy.                                                                                            
 

     Alec 
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Christmas Cards                                                                                                              
 

This year there is a plan to send a Christmas  
Card to every house in the parish. The cards  
are being prepared and should be ready 
soon. 
 

But we need help to deliver them. It is a  
major exercise but if as many people as  
possible do a little bit it is quite doable. 
 

NB The plan is to have the cards in labelled bundles at the back of  
the church from Friday December 4th.  Please come and take a  
bundle—it would be so helpful. 
                                                                                                                       Many thanks 

 

 Festival Hymn 
 

 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free; 
 from our fears and sins release us; 
 let us find our rest in thee. 
 Israel's strength and consolation, 
 hope of all the earth thou art; 
 dear desire of every nation, 
 joy of every longing heart. 
 

  Born thy people to deliver; 
  born a child and yet a King; 
  born to reign in us for ever; 
  now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
  By thine own eternal Spirit, 
  rule in all our hearts alone: 
  by thine all-sufficient merit, 
  raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

          Charles Wesley  1744 

“Life in a prison cell may well be compared to Advent; one waits, hopes; 
and does this, that, or the other- things that are of no real consequence - 
the door is shut and can be opened only from the outside." 
 

         Letters from Prison - November 21, 1943”  ― Dietrech Bonhoeffer 
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Saints but not ‘Saints’ 
 

John Wyclif   Reformer    December 31st  
 

Morning Star of the English Reformation.     Forty per 
cent of the population of Europe died in the Black Death 
(1348-50). This disruption led to huge social turmoil and a 
loss in authority of the Church whose prognostications and remedies 
were seen to have failed. So Wyclif’s work was a reflection of and a  
contribution to the changes which followed. 
 

Wyclif was born around 1324 and went to 
study philosophy and theology in Oxford. 
In 1361 he became Master of Balliol. He 
was not studying in an ivory tower, but fully 
engaged with current controversies. In 
1377 he was sent as part of the King’s  
delegation to Bruges to make the English 
case for not paying taxes to the Pope. 
Things quickly escalated and the Pope 
sent 5 edicts against Wyclif. But when he 
was summoned to appear before the  
Bishop of London he got powerful support from John of Gaunt who was 
keen to raise funds to finance the Hundred Years War against France.  
 

Wyclif’s thoughts developed over time - his attacks on the wealthy clergy 
were widely approved of and he was an inspiration to the leaders of the 
Peasant’s Revolt: but when he criticised Church doctrine on  
transubstantiation his views became too risky for most and he went back 
to his parish in Lutterworth where he worked on translating the Bible.  
 

Wyclif believed that scripture was the most reliable guide to the truth 
about God and  “It helpeth Christian men to study the Gospel in that 
tongue …which they know best”: so he initiated a translation of the Latin 
Bible into English. It is now thought that he translated the four gospels 
and a team of others translated the other books into the first English  
version of the whole Bible, which was completed after his death at the 
end of December 1384. At least 300 copies were made and used in  
particular by his followers known as the Lollards. 
 

In the Bowes Museum you can see a painting by Sassetta (c 1423)  
depicting the fate of those who shared Wyclif’s heretical beliefs. Wyclif 
was baptised in Wycliffe and there is a nice walk there from Whorlton by 
the river. Even if the church is closed, the churchyard is a lovely peaceful 
spot where you can contemplate his contribution to our understanding.   
 

                                               Helen Goodman 
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All Age Worship 
Looking Ahead 

 

Dates for your Diary – Covid Permitting 

Christingle Online 
Sunday December 6th   4.00pm 
 

Our Christingle service this year will take 
place on line and be interactive. Yes, it will 
be different from normal but we hope you 
will embrace the fun and surprise that it will 
offer. We remember that Jesus came as a 
light in the world and he is with us  
however and wherever we are – even over the internet! 

 
The Crib in Church 
Saturday December 19th 11.00am - 2.00pm 
 

We will be opening the church to enable a 
safe and socially distant activity. You will be 
able to see the well-loved Crib set up ready 
for Christmas Eve (sadly, unlike this picture, 
we won’t be using doggy chums to help  
recreate Jesus’s birth)  
 

The Nativity Online 
December 24th 4.00pm  
 

We plan to release a pre-recorded  
Nativity, acted out by members of the 
Castle Players. This may be a nativity 
quite unlike any you have ever seen; but 
at the heart of it we will remember that 
God sent his son Jesus to us as a  
vulnerable baby into the heart of a family.  

 
Remembering Christ’s Baptism in Church 
Sunday January 10th – 2.00pm 
 

We will be remembering the Baptism of Christ 
by John (the Baptist – so no surprise there) We 
aim to have watery themed activities with,  
Perhaps, a walk to the river—weather and 
Covid-19 restrictions allowing!  
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Candlemas in Church / Online? (To be decided) 
Sunday January 31st  
 

Candlemas is the name for when we remember  

Jesus being presented in the Temple by his parents. 

It is on this occasion the faithful and elderly Simeon 

and Anna rejoice at seeing the baby who will grow 

up to be a light to the nations and the Saviour of the 

World.                                                               Sarah 

Partnership for Missional Church (PMC)  &  Dwelling 
in the Word  
 

Since the start of the first lockdown, members of the Steering Team for 
PMC have met online to try to find the best next step in our adaptive  
missional challenge.  That challenge you may remember is; ‘How can 
we engage with those in single occupancy households in order to 
nurture a greater sense of community?’ 
 

This is tricky, due to  the restrictions of Covid-19, but those restrictions 
have highlighted how important this challenge is.  
 

Every meeting begins with Dwelling in the Word, that is listening to a set 
text of scripture, then listening to what God is saying to us and, more 
Importantly, what he is saying to others. The text this year could not have 
been more apt and has given us much to dwell on. 
 

   Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this  
ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced the shameful things 
that one hides; we refuse to practise cunning or to falsify God’s word; but 
by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the  
conscience of everyone in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is 
veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For 
we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and  
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, ‘Let 
light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we 
have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this  
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are 
afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to  
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus 
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may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always 
being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be 
made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. 
(2 Corinthians 4:1-12) 
 

This passage has been of great relevance in these past months, it is rich 
in imagery and truth. As with many passages that are read slowly and 
carefully, there are endless things that reveal themselves to us in our 
different circumstances and changing times. Don’t worry if at times you 
read a passage and don’t ‘get it’ or are left puzzled or even unsettled. It 
is often, at times like these, that great moments of clarity and peace 
shine through if we remain attentive to hear God’s voice and message to 
us. For November and the second lockdown, we issued an invitation to 
the parish to join on a Thursday tea-time to spend half an hour Dwelling 
in the Word followed by prayer. Below are some of the observations that  
participants across PMC and the November group noted; 
 

“Verse 7, ‘we have this treasure in clay jars’ –  we don’t have to worry 
about not being perfect or doing really fancy stuff – its ok to be an  
ordinary clay jar” 
 

“Verse 6 ‘For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’ – 
despite these dark nights and dark times, God’s light can overcome any 
amount of darkness.” 
 

“Verse 5, ‘For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ 
as Lord’ - this frees us and takes the pressure off; it’s not about us or, in 
fact, what we do - but this all about Christ.” 
 

“Verse 7 ‘this extraordinary power belongs to God’ – yes, God has  
extraordinary power - let’s not forget it.” “Ha-ha! I picked that one too!” 
“Me too!” “Same for me, verse 7 and the word extraordinary!” 
 

“Sometimes, many of the group have been drawn to the same word but 
for different reasons. This has given us encouragement that we are  
listening and ready to be attentive to where the Holy Spirit is moving.” 
 

‘We have grown closer in our faith through this: it has reassured us and 
given us hope even in the darkest days or when we feel that we are 
stuck in the metaphorical mud.” 
 

“This way of reading and listening to scripture is not new but steeped in 
church history: yet it is still relevant for this age and shows there is much 
still to hear. God is not silent.” 
          Sarah  

For a while, Houdini would use a trap door in every single one of his 
shows – I guess you could say it was a stage he was going through. 
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News from the belfry  Fiona and I joined about 

60 other ringers from the Durham & Newcastle  
Association at the postponed D & N AGM on Saturday 
24th October, held via Zoom. The technology worked well 
and it was good to see familiar faces from across the  
Association. It seems that we in the Southern District are 
leading the way with virtual ringing, with the Central and Northern  
Districts just realising that they may have to join in as the winter  
approaches. We have been using the Ringing Room for over 6 months 
now! 
 

With the second national lockdown in place from 5th November, our  
Sunday service ringing ceased and we reverted to ringing from  
9.30-10am on Sundays via the Ringing Room. Sadly, this also meant 
that we were not able to ring the bells on Remembrance Day. 
 

Ringing Room practices continue on Monday evenings from 6-7pm, with 
Helen P-M joining us from university in York. In half term, we had 13  
ringers for Caroline to deal with! 
  

We continue to produce a weekly newsletter, up to Number 34 at 
the time of writing this!   

 

 

ABBEYFIELD HOUSE  

BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD 

Supported Living for the Over 55’s 

A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your 

own self-contained space.  We have a small team of staff 

providing home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly 

face.  Rent is inclusive of all utilities and services other than 

your phone line. 

Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit. 

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com 01833 638116 

mailto:abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com
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Daily Prayer   
Opening words of praise 
 

O Lord, open our lips     and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Hear my prayer O Lord  and give ear to my cry 

 

A psalm or a hymn   Best said/sung out loud 
 

A bible reading:    See the table on the next page 
 

Silent prayer    Time to think and reflect 
 

The Collect for the week  Following pages 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing words of praise:  
 

May God our Redeemer show us compassion and love. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

Collects 
 

December 6th: 2nd Sunday of Advent   O Lord, raise up, we pray, your 
power and come among us, and with great might succour us; that where-
as, through our sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in run-
ning the race that is set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy may 
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

December 13th: 3rd Sunday of Advent  God for whom we watch and 
wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: give us 
courage to speak the truth,  to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the 
cause of right, with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

December 20th: 4th Sunday of Advent   God our redeemer, who  
prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant 
that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to 
greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

December 25th: Christmas Day   
Eternal God, who made this most holy 
time to shine with the brightness of 
your one true light: bring us, who have 
known the revelation of that light on 
earth, to see the radiance of your 
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord. 
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Week  
Beginning 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

November 
29th

 

  19.1-6 

Matthew 4.18&22 

72.1-4, 18-19 

Luke 10.21-24 

December 
6th

 

85..8-end 

1.1-8 

85. 7-end 

Luke 5.17-26 

96.1,10-end 

Matthew 18.12-14 

December 
13th

 

126 

John 1.6-8,19-28 

25.3-8 

21.23-27 

34.1-6,21-22 

21.28-32 

December 
20th

 

89.1-8 

Luke 1.26-38 

33.1-4,11-end 

Luke 1.30-45 

113 

Luke 1.46-56 

December 
27th

 

117 

John 21.19b-end 

124 

Matthew 2.13-18 

96.1-4 

Luke 2.22-35 

January  
3rd

 

147.13-end 

John 1.10-18 

98.1,8-end 

John 1.35-42 

100 

John 1,43-end 

January 
10th

 

29 

1.4-11 

97.1-2,6-10 

1.14-20 

8 

1.21-28 

January 
17th

 

139.1-9 

John 1.43-end 

110.1-4 

2.18-22 

111 

2.23-end 

January 
24th

 

128 

John 2.1-11 

67 

Matthew 19,27-end 

40.1-4,7-10 

3.31-end 

January 
31st

 

111 

1.21-28 

    

Readings for December and January   Readings from  

St Mark’s Gospel unless otherwise stated. Psalms in red; canticle in green 

Feast Days  
 

30th  November   St Andrew  25th December  Christmas Day 
26th  December   St Stephen  27th December  St John 
28th December    Holy Innocents  
 

1st January   The naming and circumcision of Jesus 
6th January     Epiphany    
25th January  The Conversion of Paul  
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Wednesday 

 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

23 

15.29-37 

118.18-27a 

7.21,24-27 

27.1-4,16-17 

9.27-31 

146.4-9 

9.35 – 10.1,6-8 

103.8-13 

11.28-end 

145.1,8-13 

11.11-15 

1 

11.16-19 

80.1-4,18-19 

17.10-13 

85.7-end 

Luke 7.18b-23 

72.1-5,18-19 

1.1-17 

72.1-2,12-end 

1.18-24 

71.3-8 

Luke 1.5-25 

25.3-9 

Luke 1.57-66 

82.2,19-27 

Luke 1.67-79 

96 

Luke 2.1-14 

119.161-168 

Matthew 17-22 

96.7-10 

Luke 2.36-40 

96.1,11-end 

John 1.1-18 

8 

Luke 2.15-21 

98.1-4 

John 1.19-28 

72.10-15 

Matthew 2.1-12 

2.7-end 

Matthew 4.12-end 

72.1-8 

6.34-44 

72.1,10-13 

6.45-52 

105.1-9 

1.29-39 

95.1,8-end 

1.40-end 

78.3-8 

2.1-12 

19.7-end 

2.13-17 

110.1-4 

3.1-6 

40.7-10,17-end 

3.7-12 

85.7-end 

3.13-19 

47.1-8 

3.20-21 

110.1-4 

4.1-20 

24.1-6 

4.21-25 

37.3-6,40-end 

4.26-34 

Luke 1.69-73 

4.35-end 

  

  

      

 

The Twelve Days of Christmas   All being well, the church 

choir and other musicians hope to post a different carol / piece of 
Christmas music on the website on each of the Twelve Days of  
Christmas. We already have six items recorded – whether we manage 
the other six depends on the obvious. We will do our best.  Annette 
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December 26th: St. Stephen  Gracious Father, who gave the first martyr 
Stephen grace to pray for those who took up stones against him: grant 
that in all our sufferings for the truth we may learn to love even our  
enemies and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt, looking 
up to heaven to him who was crucified for us, Jesus Christ, our mediator 
and advocate.  
 

December 27th: John, Apostle and Evangelist  Merciful Lord, cast your 
bright beams of light upon the Church: that, being enlightened by the 
teaching of your blessed apostle and evangelist Saint John, we may so 
walk in the light of your truth that we may at last attain to the light of  
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ your incarnate Son our Lord, who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. 
 

December 28th: Holy Innocents Heavenly Father, whose children  
suffered at the hands of Herod, though they had done no wrong: by the 
suffering of your Son and by the innocence of our lives frustrate all evil 
designs and establish your reign of justice and peace; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

December 29th and 30th  Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in 
your own image and yet more wonderfully restored us through your Son 
Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, so we may 
share the life of his divinity; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

January 1st: The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus  Almighty God, 
whose blessed Son was circumcised in obedience to the law for our sake 
and given the Name that is above every name:  give us grace  
faithfully to bear his Name, to worship him in the freedom of the Spirit, 
and to proclaim him as the Saviour of the world. 
 

January 3rd: The 2nd Sunday of Christmas Almighty God, in the birth  
of your Son you have poured on us the new light of your incarnate Word, 
and shown us the fullness of your love: help us to walk in his light and 
dwell in his love that we may know the fullness of his joy; who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 
 

January 6th: Epiphany  O God, who by the  
leading of a star manifested your only Son to the 
peoples of the earth: mercifully grant that we, 
who know you now by faith, may at last behold 
your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord. 
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January 10th: The Baptism of Christ  Eternal Father, who at the  
baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with the 
Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, that 
we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; through  
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

January 17th: The 2nd Sunday of Epiphany  Almighty God, in Christ 
you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by the  
riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your 
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

January 24th : The 3rd Sunday of Epiphany  Almighty God, whose Son 
revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of your saving presence:  
renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord. 
 

January 25th: The Conversion of St. Paul    
Almighty God, who caused the light of the gospel 
to shine throughout the world through the  
preaching of your servant Saint Paul: grant that we 
who celebrate his wonderful conversion  may  
follow him in bearing witness to your truth; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

January 31st: The 4th Sunday of the Epiphany God our creator, who in 
the beginning commanded the light to shine out of darkness: we pray 
that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ may dispel the darkness of 
ignorance and unbelief, shine into the hearts of all your people, and  
reveal the knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

To make you smile … some neologisms (Alternative meanings 

to words)  
 

Coffee, the person upon whom one coughs…. ………. Flabbergasted,  
appalled over how much weight you have gained…..Abdicate, to give 
up all hope of ever having a flat stomach…..Esplanade, to attempt an 
explanation while drunk…. Willy-nilly, impotent…………..Negligent , 
describes a condition in which you absentmindedly answer the door in 
your nightgown….Lymph, to walk with a lisp…..Gargoyle, olive-flavored 
mouthwash…...Flatulance an emergency vehicle that picks you up after 
you are run over by a steamroller…..Balderdash, a rapidly receding 
hairline.     (Thanks to Dave Bailey for these.) 
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Well I never!  One of the 

tablets in the church porch is a 
memorial to a Captain Thomas 
Longden (1822- 1859) and his 
wife Anne Elizabeth – a  
member of the Watson family 
of Spring Lodge in Newgate. 
She died two years after her 
husband aged just 26. Captain 
Longden, who was born in 
London, was master of RMS Wye and the ship itself is part of an  
interesting story. 
 

The notion of dedicating vessels as ‘Royal Mail Ships’ began in 1839; 
some belonged to established companies but others were built specifically 
for the newly formed Royal Mail Steam Packet Company. RMS Wye was 
one such; she was built by Caird and Company of Greenock and worked in 
the Caribbean. She was a relatively small ship at 819 tons; larger ships 
from Southampton would drop off mail at St Thomas Island (Virgin Islands) 
and then ships like the Wye would shuttle the mail around other islands. St 

Thomas Island was also a 
depot for coal. 
 

On 29th 1867, a vicious 
hurricane named San  
Narciso hit the area and 80 
ships were either driven 
ashore or wrecked, with the 
loss of 811 lives.  Of these 
ships, 30 were British and 7 
belonged to the Royal Mail 

Steam Packet Company.  RMS Wye was one of 
these, along with her larger sister, RMS Rhone - the 
two are shown at the top of the page. From these 
two ships, 149 lives were lost and there is a  
memorial to them in Southampton.  
 

Interestingly, Captain Longden’s successor, Captain 
Taylor, survived; he was ashore when the storm 
struck. 
 

The community of St Thomas Island was more or 
less destroyed and, if this was not bad enough, 
about two weeks later on November 18th, the area 
suffered from an earthquake and tsunami and a  
6-metre wave crashed into the island. 
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The Gold Wrapping Paper  

Once upon a time, there was a man who 
worked very hard just to keep food on the 
table for his family. This particular year a 
few days before Christmas, he was angry 
with his little five-year-old daughter on 
learning that she had used up the family's 
only roll of expensive gold wrapping 
paper. As money was tight, he became 
even more upset when on Christmas Eve 
he saw that the child had used all of the 
expensive gold paper to decorate one 
shoebox she had put under the Christmas tree. He also was concerned 
about where she had got money to buy what was in the shoebox. 
 

Nevertheless, the next morning the little girl, filled with excitement, 
brought the gift box to her father and said, "This is for you, Daddy!" As he 
opened the box, the father was upset by his earlier overreaction and  
anger.  now regretting how he had punished her.  
 

But when he opened the shoebox, his anger flared again for he found it 
was empty. "Don't you know, young lady," he said harshly, "when you 
give someone a present, there's supposed to be something inside the 
package!" The little girl looked up at him with sad tears rolling from her 
eyes and whispered: "Daddy, it's not empty. I blew kisses into it until it 
was all full." 
 

The father was crushed. He fell on his knees and put his arms around his 
precious little girl. He begged her to forgive him for his unwarranted  
anger. 
 
Some years later, tragically, an accident took the life of the child. It is told 
that the father kept the gold box by his bed for all the rest of his life. 
Whenever he was discouraged or faced difficult problems, he would 
open the box, take out an imaginary kiss, and remember the love of this  
beautiful child who had put it there. 
 

In a very real sense, each of us has been given an invisible golden box 
filled with unconditional love and kisses from our children, family, friends 
and God. There is no more precious possession anyone could hold. 

A Date for your diary.  The MU Christmas  

Communion service will be at 1.30pm on Monday  
December 14th – restrictions permitting.   
                                                                 Sandra 
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400 Chickens!?  Durham Diocese has had a link with the Diocese of 

Lesotho in Southern Africa for many years. One of the projects supported 
by the Link is the ‘Child 
Headed Household  
Programme’ – in large areas 
of Africa many parents have 
died through HIV/AIDS thus 
leaving the eldest child (and 
grandparents in some cases) 
to bring up the rest of the 
family. 
 

In a recent newsletter, 
attention was drawn to the 
fact that Corvid 19 has added 
another layer of problems; 
the schools are closed and so 
there are no meals provided 
through them. Working through the church in Lesotho, the Link is helping 
to provide parcels which include 12.5kg of maize; 2kg 
of beans; 1kg of salt; 2lts of cooking oil; 1 bar of soap; 
200g of seeds and face masks. 
 

But excitingly, in addition, they are buying chickens – 
chickens lay eggs! As of the end of October 400  
chickens had been purchased.  
 

Thanks to ClareTrevett for drawing attention to this. 

From the registers 
Funerals 

 

Service and committal at Wear Valley Crematorium 
 

November 2nd   Victor Jackson ( 75 ) 9, Montalbo Road 
                 9th     Douglas (Dougie) Hitchens Dodds (81)  
   21, Sherwood Close 
                12th   Clive Bowron (70) 26, Churchill Road 
 

Service in church followed by Committal  
at Darlington Crematorium 

 

November 3rd Della Lorraine Scott (90) formerly of Grove Park 

We aim to publish prayers on our FaceBook page on the day of any 
funeral and (digitally) provide prayers for those  

unable to attend a service. 
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Music Notes   “Here’s a How-De-Do!”  True, 

we are not sure what’s happening next or when 
“We’ll Meet Again” but thinking of that classic hit by  
Gloria Gaynor “I will survive”, just tweak it a bit to 
“We will survive” and hey presto! “Things are  
looking up” (Gershwin). 
 

We are still getting some “Good Vibrations” on Zoom choir but we all 
“Dream Dream Dream” of being together once more. We have had to 
postpone our fund-raising Choir and Orchestra CD until after Christmas 
(our thanks to Rotary for supporting this project for overseas giving - 
more on that story later) - but we aim to “Let the good times roll” over 
Christmas one way or another.  
 

On that score we will have to “Wait and See” (Brandon Heath...who?) 
how that happens exactly but, be assured, whatever happens “The 
Show Must Go On” (Queen), because if we “Count our Blessings” then 
in the words of Thomas the Tank Engine “Every Cloud has a Silver  
Lining” and it’s all rather “De-Lovely”. So, the best plan for now is  
perhaps “Let’s Face the Music.....and Dance”.  
          Annette 

 

It could be worse - masks 1918 pandemic style !! 
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Day by day through Advent with the Mothers’ Union 

1 Sit and think about a candle burning in the darkness. 

2 Reflect upon the events of the last year as they have affected you. 

3 Reflect upon what you hope and pray for next year. 

4 Pray and give thanks for all key workers – from bus drivers to doctors 

5 Write a list of what you need to do over the next week or so. 

6 Look at or think about your Christmas Card list; pray for the recipients. 

7 Pray for those who work in our shops. And the supply chain. 

8 Think about Mary and her part in the Christmas story. 

9 Mary did as God asked. Ponder what you might feel called to do 

10 Pray for students and their families as they are reunited. 

11 Joseph was a carpenter. Think of a business you know.  

12 Pray for pupils and teachers in this unusual Christmas  

13 Pray for single mothers as they prepare for Christmas.  

14 What is your favorite part of the Christmas story? Think about that. 

15 Select a Christmas card and use that as a basis for your prayers. 

16 Pray for the children of the world and what we hope for all of them. 

17 Pray for those who experience loneliness or distress at this time. 

18 As you plan the food for Christmas, think of those who are hungry. 

19 As the Holy family journey to Bethlehem, pray all travelling at this time. 

20 At this time of ‘Peace and goodwill’ , pray for peace in the world. 

21 As you enjoy Christmas treats, pray for those who struggle financially. 

22 Select a favorite Christmas Carol; use it as a basis for your prayers. 

23 Pray for all those who have lost a friend or relative this year. 

24 Think about “the inn”, pray for the homeless that they may find shelter. 

25 ‘The light shines in the darkness and the  

darkness did not overcome it.’ 

                                            John 1:5 
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Calendar December 2020/January 2021 
 

The information below is subject to Government restrictions 
 

Sunday Worship at Barnard Castle 
 

Short services in the church and Parish Hall 
 

9.00am and 11.15am each week: congregation members should attend 
in their ‘Saints’ group.   Any visitors should contact the clergy for details 

and to assist us with track and trace compliance.  
  

Sunday Worship at Whorlton 
 

Short services at 4pm on December 13th and January 10th  
 

This service is restricted to Whorlton congregation and residents please. 
 

Zoom services 
 

Wednesdays at 10.00am and Sundays at 10.15am 
 

Please contact Alec or Sarah for the Zoom code: 
   Alec.Harding@durham.anglican.org   or   revsarahcliff@gmail.com 

 

Sermons are on the Facebook Site 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

A form of daily prayer is on Page 11 of this magazine. 
 

Other Resources 
 

Don’t forget the BBC's Daily Service, Sunday Worship & radio  
programmes and TV’s ‘Songs of Praise’. You can use your TV to access 

both radio and TV programmes and to find them on ‘catch up’. 
 

“Daily Hope” is a free telephone service run by the Church of England 
which has hymns, prayers and relewctions to listen to. 

The number is 0800 804 8044 
 

Christmas Services  
 

We anticipate holding a range of services on Christmas Eve and  
Christmas Day across the parish alongside Zoom and Livestreaming  

services. Congregational ‘saints groups’ will be merged to enable all to 
worship in the church and to help with ‘track and 

trace’ requirements – congregation members 
will be informed of dates and times. Full details 

of services will be displayed in the churches and 
published in the Teesdale Mercury once we 
have clarity concerning Covid-19 restrictions 

mailto:Alec.Harding@durham.anglican.org
mailto:revsarahcliff@gmail.com
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

Bellringers:      Helen Scott         690169 
Electoral Roll Officer:    John Trevett           695006 
Flower Guild:     Joan Kemp-Ambler        638908    
Friends of St Mary's:   Pauline Hanby               630102 
Junior Church:     Kim Harding               637018 
Magazine Production:    Geoff Lowson             07771997184 
Magazine Distribution:   Helen Scott                690169 
Magazine Advertising:   Frances Stenlake         637334 
Mothers’ Union:     Sandra Sumner             690041 
Music :     Annette Butters          07411825230  
Parish Hall Association Secretary:  Peter Wise                    637904 
Smuffies  
      (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding                 637018 
Wednesday Morning Coffee:   Frances Stenlake          637334 

The Friends of 

Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 

support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 

within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at 

Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  

PLEASE NOTE 
 

The February issue of The Pilgrim will be available on January 29th 
The last date for copy is Thursday  January 21st. Items, please, to 
Geoff Lowson, galowson@tiscali.co.uk  
 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with 
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279 
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Now offering Complementary Therapies 

with 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

Tel 07971 207833 

13 Chapel Row, Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Co. Durham DL12 0SN 

Tel: 01833 641202 

Email: teesdalephysio@gmail.com 

 Back / Neck Pain  Joint Problems 

 Sciatica  Sports Injuries 

 Neck Problems  Muscle + Ligament Injuries 

 Whiplash  Pilates (1:1 and classes) 

 Trapped Nerves  Headaches 

 Acupuncture  Post-surgical Rehabilitation 

 Bowen Technique  Reflexology 

 Health Kinesiology  Digestive Massage 

 Indian Head Massage  Body Balancing Therapy 

 Food Sensitivities  

 Dietary Advice 

 Reiki 
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01833 605062 


