
 

1 

50p February 2019 



 

2 
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All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 
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Tel: 01833 637341 
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Prop: Stephen Maude 
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For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING, 

FABRICS, TILES  
and much, much more. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE 
  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 
10.30 a.m.  Main Service  (for details see monthly calendar page) 
  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families  
                    Please check calendar 
 

WHORLTON 
  9.00 a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays  Holy Communion 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
VICAR:     Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage, 

   Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST  (637018) 
 

READERS     Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng  (637392) 
           David Walker BA (Hons), CPFA (650396) 

 READER Emeritus:   David Blakely MA  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST ANDDIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
:                         Annette Butters GLCM (Hons), LTCL (TD), LTCL (GMT) 
 
CHURCHWARDENS: Sandra Sumner (690041),  
   John R Moore (07793756129),   
   Bob Ward (630163) 
PCC SECRETARY:     David Walker (650396) 
TREASURER:             Robert Stenlake (637334) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen 

Guy (0740 3264857) or       
 sg27@btinternet.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK:               https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-                     
Barnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts please see 

page 22 
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February 2019 

Dear All, 

Last month St. Mary’s in Barnard Castle worked with one of the local ar-
chaeology firms in town (DigVentures) to present a series of workshops 
and talks that explored the history of the church. It is our hope that (with 
the help of the Heritage Lottery Fund) we can host more of these events 
later this year. At one talk Jonathan Cooke (who recently did some work 
on windows in the chancel) explained the processes required to create a 
stained-glass window. With the help of examples from his own workshop 
Jonathan took us through a description of the artistry and craftsmanship 
needed at each point of the process from receiving a commission for a 
window from a church right through to its final installation and dedication.  
Every stage was fascinating but I had not expected bags of potatoes to 
be involved. 

Yes: potatoes!...or at least ‘vegetable matter’. We learned that vegetable 
matter used to be tipped into the molten glass before it was blown creat-
ing texture and adding a ‘glimmer’ to the glass. The great stained-glass 
companies based in the North East in the 19th century would order in 
sack loads of potatoes for this very purpose…presumably raising eye-
brows with their accountants who thought they were ‘cooking the books’ 
but actually for a wholly justifiable purpose.  

My guess is that this discovery of the need for impurities in the process 
came about by accident. Back in the mists of time some glassblower 
knocked his lunch into his furnace and  ploughed on regardless to see 
what would result, eventually realising that far from destroying his work 
his error improved it.  It is probably true generally in life that we learn 
more from our mistakes than from our successes - provided that we re-
flect on what we have done.  It is also true that God can take our mis-
takes and make something beautiful of them if we let Him. Unlike our 
stained-glass manufacturers who took a ‘mistake’ and repeated it again 
and again, God would much prefer that we lived lives worthy of Him but, 
when we fall short, there is Hope, and not all is lost because God can 
always bring something new to birth, some new creation to let His light 
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Partnership work with DigVentures 

On January 12th, we were visited by Ruth and Jonathan Cooke, the 
stained glass conservators who are currently restoring some of our beau-
tiful windows. After an introduction to the fascinating step-by-step pro-
cess of creating these pieces of art, they took us on a tour through the 
church to have a closer look at the windows, the stories they depict and 
how they relate to the history of Barnard Castle. 

This was just one of a series of pilots events organised by DigVentures, 
an archaeology company with their headquarters base here in town. The 
partnership with the company began during the process of applying to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund for a grant to restore part of St Mary’s fabric. 
DigVentures specialise in public engagement, and will be helping us to 
deliver community outreach activities. 

By offering different events during January and carrying out a small sur-
vey, we are testing the water about which types of events and activities 
would appeal to the people of Barnard Castle. So far, interest has been 
overwhelmingly positive. 

                                                      Johanna Ungemach (DigVentures) 
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT)  

 

Come – Everything is Ready! 
 

 
 

This year’s Barnard Castle World Day of Prayer Service will take place 
at 11.00 am on Friday 1st March at St. Mary’s Parish Church. Unusual-
ly, this year’s service takes place the week BEFORE Lent begins so,  
because we will not be joining in the Lent Lunch, we’ll serve refresh-
ments AFTER the service at the rear of the Church.  Look out for more 
details on the notice board and in the local press. 
 

Women of Slovenia, a group from one of the smallest and youngest 
countries in Europe, have prepared this year's service and they encour-
age us to reflect on the barriers they have faced since the end of the 
Second World War when their country was a part of the Marxist social-
ist republic of Yugoslavia. They share the challenges they have met 
and the hopes they have for the future. 
  
World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organisation which 
enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world: 
their hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for the day is vast. 
An international committee is based in New York and there are national 
committees in each participating country. Regional conferences meet to 
consider the service and then local groups make their plans. Finally, on 
Friday March 1st 2019 people will gather to celebrate the service pre-
pared by the Women of Slovenia. 
 

The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in Sa-
moa and prayer in native languages travels throughout the world --- 
through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the Americas before 
finishing in American Samoa some 38 hours later. 
 

If you would like to take part in or help with preparation for the service, 
please get in touch with Iris Hillery iris@ajalon.co.uk 07919 344845. 
Many thanks. 
 

* For further information and resources, together with details of services 
across the UK see the WDP website: www.wwdp.org.uk  
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Music Notes 

After a well-earned Christmas break the community 
music group and choir have returned refreshed. 
Just as well as there is plenty to prepare for in a short time!  Our first key 
date, however, is a social event when there will be a chance to get to 
know each other a little better and to welcome other family members if 
they can make it.  

Close on the heels of this is our “Pancakes and Puddings” concert 
(Tuesday 5th March, 7pm). A pre-Lent musical party with the all essential 
ingredients; music, song, delicious pancakes and puddings.  

Alongside our community choir and music group the church choir contin-
ue to meet on a Sunday and prepare a variety of music for the weekly 
services.  

Finally, we are also looking forward to a musical event with a Year 5 
class from Green Lane School and some singers from our church com-
munity. This is a performance of a mini-musical called “Ruth” - based on 
the story from the Old Testament. It will last about 30 minutes and be part 
of the 4pm service on 24th March. Workshops to learn the music will take 
place in school and at the church and we will come together on the day to 
perform! Do come along.  

If you would like to help with this event  by singing or supporting, then 
please ask me for a schedule and details.  

         Annette 

Wednesday Coffee Morning 

9.30 - 12.00 upstairs in the Parish Hall   

Come for coffee, a scone and a chat! 
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 Green Lane Jottings 

Happy New Year everyone from the team here at  
Green Lane!  As always we were very busy with so  
many lovely things in the lead up to Christmas!  
Firstly, congratulations go to the children in Year 4/5  
who led their special Class Collective Worship on  
Rainforests! We were very proud of their hard work, l 
oud voices and creativity. We also worked incredibly  
hard as a whole school to perform our nativity, ‘The Inn Crowd’. It was a 
huge success due to lots of hard work from our children and staff.  
What a team! 
 

We all went to St Mary’s Church to take part in two wonderful Carol Ser-
vices led by Canon Harding; a mix of traditional carols and readings per-
formed by the children and their parents. All were welcome and the 
church was packed, creating a lovely atmosphere. What a brilliant way to 
make us all feel the true spirit of Christmas.  
 

Our children were involved in a Christmas Big Story in the lead up to 
Christmas. We really appreciate the special place that Big Story has in 
our school and greatly value the wonder and reflection that it inspires in 
the children.  
 
The children and their parents/carers were invited to ‘Breakfast with San-
ta’. It was a huge success: everyone involved had a lovely time and Mr 
Goffee definitely entered the festive mood by singing ‘Jingle Bells’ bril-
liantly at the end! 
 

Now it is a new term with brand new topics and events to look forward to. 
We are all feeling fresh and ready to learn!  We start the year in the 
knowledge that our school is performing brilliantly: we are one of only 
eight schools in County Durham (there are 235 primary schools in the 
county) to be ‘well above average’ in reading, writing and maths. We are 
the second best school for progress in writing! 
 
 ‘Education for life in all its fullness’ is our strap line; when you combine 
the academic success with our pastoral work through our Core Values 
that is just what we are doing! 
 

We were delighted to welcome Miss Court back from her maternity leave 
just before Christmas. She will be working in the Year 3/4 class. We also 
welcome Miss Jenkins from High Force Education who will be working 
with Miss Cone’s Year 2 class for her school placement. We wish her lots 
of luck as part of our team.  
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It is the turn of Year 5 and 6 pupils to access the specialist sports coach-
ing provided by Staindrop Academy and there will be plenty of competi-
tions and festivals to look forward to in the Spring Term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Year 4, 5 and 6 children took part in a special educational workshop 
in church based on archaeological medicinal history. It was extremely 
interesting, adding depth to the topics we teach in school as part of our 
curriculum. The children enjoyed it very much indeed.  
 

Finally, it is the turn of our youngest children to lead the school in Collec-
tive Worship next and so we look forward to updating you about this 
along with everything else that we are doing across the Spring Term - 
next time.                      Green Lane C.E. Primary School. 

Pilgrim Subscriptions 
 

Thank you to all the people involved in distributing the 
Pilgrim magazine in Barney and Whorlton, this is an 
important link with the church for so many people. 
Distributors should now have received an envelope 
containing information regarding collection of subscrip-
tions for 2019, which remain at £5 for the year. Some 
envelopes have been left at the back of church to be 
collected. 
If you have any difficulties collecting the subscriptions, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
Many thanks, 
         Helen Scott 
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Lent Course 2019 

This year many churches in Durham diocese are 
using the same specially written Lent Course. The 
course gives us an opportunity an opportunity to 
gather to think about God’s blessing - in our lives, 
the life of the church and in our local communities.  

The Waymark Lent Course lasts for 5 weeks - each week has a one 
hour session and a booklet for each participant.  

We will be meeting in St. Mary’s Barnard Castle Church at 7.00pm 
on Wednesday evenings 

Wednesday 13th March     Blessing on The Way     
Wednesday 20th March     Blessing on The Way:  
 Children & Young People  
Wednesday 27th March     Blessing on The Way: Growing Church  
Wednesday 3rd April          Blessing on The Way:  
 Responding to Poverty  
Wednesday 10th April        Blessing on The Way Ahead. 
 

Each session includes worship, biblical reflection, storytelling and pray-
er. The course is an important part of our Diocesan journey leading to 
the Waymark Diocesan Conference later this year. It is hoped that as 
many parishes as possible across the Diocese will join in and take the 
opportunity to feed back some of their reflections about life and minis-
try in their communities.  

The Waymark Conference, and its build-up, mark a critical period in 
the life of our Diocese.  The aim is that Waymark will be an opportunity 
for clergy and laity to reflect, pray and discern together. This Lent 
course offers everyone the chance to be part of the reflection and con-
versation about what God has been, and is doing amongst us. It will be 
a key input for the 500+ who gather at the Conference itself. We pray 
that this will help us discover together just where God is leading us into 
the future as we continue to seek to ‘Bless our Communities in Jesus’ 
name for the transformation of us all.’ 
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Saints but not Saints! 

Most days of the year the church commemorates 
the saints. Some are so called Red Letter Saints – 
St Mary, St Andrew, St Patrick and so on – but oth-
ers are less well known and not ‘Saints’ with a capi-
tal ‘S’. This month we hear of an Archbishop murdered in 1977. 

Archbishop Janani Luwum   February 17th  

Janani Luwum was born in 1922 at Acholi in Uganda. His childhood 
and youth were spent as a goatherd but he quickly showed an ability to 
learn and absorb knowledge when given the opportunity. Soon after he 
became a teacher, he was converted to Christianity and was eventually 
ordained in 1956, becoming Bishop of Northern Uganda in 1969 and 
Archbishop of Uganda in 1974. Idi Amin had come to power in Uganda 
in 1971 as the result of a military coup and his undemocratic and harsh 
rule was the subject of much criticism by the Church and others. After 
receiving a letter from the bishops protesting at the virtual institution of 
state murder, Janani and two of Amin's own government ministers 
were stated as having been found dead following a car accident. It 
emerged quickly that they had in fact died on the implicit instructions of 
the President. In fact Luwum was stripped and interrogated and thrown 
into a prison cell, already holding about forty prisoners. As he was 
thrown on the floor in the cell, with just his underwear on, one of the 
other prisoners recognised him and said, ‘Archbishop, will you pray for 
us and give us your blessing?’ A soldier, for some reason, restored his 
cassock and cross; then Luwum prayed with the prisoners. The Arch-
bishop was taken out and shot 
dead by soldiers still wearing his 
cassock. Janani's enthusiasm for 
the good news of Jesus, com-
bined with his willingness to sacri-
fice his own life for what he be-
lieved in, led him to his martyrdom 
on this day in 1977. The Arch-
bishop is one of ten 20th century 
martyrs carved in stone above the 
west door of Westminster Abbey; 
he is on the right in the picture.   
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A champion of modern hymns. 

If you were to look at various league tables of popular hymns, a con-
sistent favourite is Living Lord which starts with the words Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is relatively modern and was written by a priest called Patrick 
Appleford in 1965 – he penned many other hymns and also wrote new 
tunes for established hymns. His music setting for the Communion Ser-
vice is particularly well loved and used in many churches.  

Canon Appleford died in December last year and the reason he gets a 
mention here is that, along with his colleague the Revd Geoffrey Beau-
mont, he was partially responsible for the reinvigoration of hymn writing 
at the time; they formed The 20th Century Church Light Music Group 
which promoted the composition of hymns and anthems in a modern 
style. 

Born in Croydon in 1925, he went to Cambridge University and trained 
for ordained ministry at Chichester Theological College. After various 
positions, in 1961 he joined USPG – the United Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel - working first in London and then as Dean of Holy 
Cross Cathedral in Zambia, where he stayed for ten years and where 
he developed a great respect and enthusiasm for lay ministry. Back in 
England he became Director of Education for Chelmsford Diocese. Of 
Living Lord he said: “I wrote it for the youth club in Poplar. I was trying 
to show that Jesus was not a dead hero but a living Lord.”  

A post script; Geoffrey Beaumont wrote the modern tune to O Jesus I 
have promised – a real favourite.  [Note - USPG is now called The Unit-
ed Society for Partners in the Gospel] 

SMUFFIES (St Mary’s Under-5s group) 
Tuesdays 1pm - 3pm in the Parish Hall       

All welcome 
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Give and it will be given to you 

Each year most parishes share some of their re-
sources with charities and our parish is no excep-
tion. Recently the PCC voted to support the mis-
sion society USPG – The United Society for Partners in the Gospel.  
This agency dates back to 1701 and is the second oldest Anglican mis-
sion society in in the world - the oldest being its sister SPCK (The Soci-
ety for Promoting Christian Knowledge) which was established in 1698. 
A little interesting aside – both John and Charles Wesley went to Amer-
ica as USPG missionaries in 1735.  

Rightly and inevitably the Society has changed almost beyond recogni-
tion over 318 years; the church throughout the world is vibrant and 
growing and has its own staff these days, but it does still request help 
in specific areas, often areas of work that are a bit ‘unusual’ – for the 
want of a better word. Parishes donating to the work of USPG can opt 
to support particular projects and our PCC has chosen two. One project 
goes under the title of Justice for Girls in South India and the other is 
Protecting Babies from AIDs in Tanzania. 

Here is some background information from USPG on the first of these – 
the second will be covered in the March magazine. 

This programme (Justice for Girls in South In-
dia) is about raising awareness of the rights of 
girls, as well as the protection of those rights. 
Starting with individuals within specific congre-
gations, it now reaches complete congrega-
tions as well as communities of all faiths. 

Throughout India, there has been little recog-
nition of the rights of women and children, and 
indeed, even the girl child’s right to live is not a 
given: female foeticide and infanticide is practiced in many parts. The 
Church of South India’s “Focus 9/99” programme was set up to pro-
mote equal rights for girls and protect girls from harassment and vio-
lence. It got its name because there are 99 administrative districts in 
South India, and the church’s aim is to identify a congregation in each 
district and provide that congregation with training in how to  
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champion girls’ rights. Safeguarding is a key aspect of the “Focus 9/99” 
initiative. Both adults and children in the church are being taught about 
child abuse – about what is and isn’t acceptable - and churches are en-
couraged to report cases of abuse to the state child helpline. 

USPG guarantees £20,000 per annum for this project. The PCC is giving 
£1200 to this and £1200 to the project in Tanzania. 

‘Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back.’ Luke 
6:36 

 

A Prayer from South India 

O God 
Fan to a flame in me and in thy church 
The fire of life which has burned low. Amen 

 

ABBEYFIELD HOUSE  

BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD 

Supported Living for the Over 55’s 

A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your own 
self-contained space.  We have a small team of staff providing 

home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly face.  
Rent is inclusive of all utilities and services other than your 

phone line. 

Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit. 

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com 01833 638116 
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Calendar  February 2019 
Friday 1st         5.00pm St Mary’s Community Choir in church 

Saturday 2nd  10.00am St Mary’s Community Music Group in church 

      7.30pm Castle Players in the Parish Hall 

    ‘When we are married’ 
 

Sunday 3rd    Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

     8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

   10.30am Sung Communion and Junior Church  

      at Barnard Castle 

Monday 4th     1.30pm Mothers’ Union  

Tuesday 5th     7.00pm Deanery Synod in church  (Meeting at 7.15pm) 

W’day 6th      10.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Friday 8th     5.00pm St Mary’s Community Choir in church 

Saturday 9th  10.00am St Mary’s Community Music Group in church 
 

Sunday 10th    4th Sunday before Lent 

     8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

     9.00am Holy Communion at Whorlton 

   10.30am Sung Communion and Junior Church 

      at Barnard Castle  

Monday 11th    7.00pm PCC  
W’day 13th   10.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

     7.00pm ‘Down by the riverside’ Bible Study in church 
Thursday 14th  2.00pm Charles Dickens Lodge service 
Friday 15th       5.00pm St Mary’s Community Choir in church 
Saturday 16th 10.00am St Mary’s Community Music Group in church 
 

Sunday 17th    3rd Sunday before Lent 
     8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
    10.30am Service of the Word and Junior Church  
      at Barnard Castle 
Monday 18th    9.45am ‘Pilgrim’ editorial meeting 
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Friday 22nd       2.00pm Manor House Care Home service 
                         5.00pm St Mary’s Community Choir in church 
Saturday 23rd 10.00am St Mary’s Community Music Group in church 
 
Sunday 24th    Feast of St Matthias 
      8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
      9.00am Holy Communion at Whorlton 
    10.30am Sung Communion and Junior Church 
      at Barnard Castle 
     4.00pm Four o’ Clock Service. Guides ‘Thinking Day’ 
Monday 25th   10.00am Abbeyfield service 
Tuesday 26th  10.00am King’s Court Care Home service 
        2.00pm Beaconsfield Care Home service  
W’day 27th    Consecration of Ven. Sarah Clark  

          as Bishop of Jarrow  
   7.00pm ‘Down by the riverside’ Bible Study in church 

Pause for thought 

"Tell me the weight of a snowflake," a coal-mouse asked a wild dove. 
"Nothing more than nothing," was the answer. 
 
"In that case I must tell you a marvelous story," the coal-mouse said. "I 
sat on a branch of a fir, close to its trunk, when it began to snow, not 
heavily, not in a giant blizzard, no, just like in a dream, without any vio-
lence. Since I didn't have anything better to do, I counted the snow-flakes 
settling on the twigs and needles of my branch. Their number was exactly 
3,741,952. When the next snowflake dropped onto the branch–nothing 
more than nothing, as you say–the branch broke off." 
 

Having said that, the coal-mouse flew away. The dove, since Noah's time 
an authority on the matter; thought about the story for a while and finally 
said to herself: "Perhaps there is only one person's voice lacking for 
peace to come about in the world." 
 
‘New Fables, Thus spoke the Marabou ’   Kurt Kauter    
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From the registers 
 

Baptisms at Whorlton 
 

November 25th  Ethan Valentino Bainbridge 
   2, Olliver East, Aske  
 

I have called you by name, you are mine 
 

Funeral at Whorlton 
Service and committal in church followed by cremation  
at Wear Valley Crematorium 
December 5th Richard Chapman Sanderson (66)  
   2, Sledwych Cottages 
 

Funerals at Barnard Castle 
 
Service in church followed by interment 
December 11th James Thomas Wood (37)  106, Galgate 
       17th Eileen Mary Tallentire (89)    13, Harmire Road 
 
Committal at Wear Valley Crematorium followed by service  
in church 
December 27th Margaret Barker (85)  The Manor House  
January 8th  Joel David Oliver (38)  Mill Hill Farm, Cotherstone 
 
Service and committal at Wear Valley crematorium 
December 10th Dorothy Edna Robinson (86)  
   27, Charles Dickens Lodge 
December 20th Enid Galley (73)   1, Beaconsfield Court 
January 10th Martha Welsby (1 day)  3, Park Terrace 
 
Service and committal at Darlington crematorium 
December 21st Elsie May Anderson (94) 51, Churchill Road 
 
Service in church followed by committal at Wear Valley  
Crematorium 
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 Service and committal in church followed by cremation 
January    21st  Pamela Mary Jones (95)   The Manor House 
 
Service in church followed by committal at Darlington Crematorium 
January     24th  Sarah Nash (94)       Lyons Court, Evenwood 
 

God will show us the path of life 

Mother’s Union St Mary’s Barnard Castle 

Here we are again and already fast approaching 
February. Where does the time go? 
 

I have to go back into last year to catch up on our 
last meetings 
 

November.  Our opening service was led by the 
Revd John Moore and a special thanks go to our 
guest speaker, Christine Neasby. She gave us a very interesting insight 
into her life as a professional window dresser, which had taken her to 
many amazing places and fascinating events. She rounded off her talk  
with a demonstration on making three lovely Christmas floral decorations, 
using both fresh and artificial flowers. These were raffled and won by 
three very lucky ladies! 
 

December  Our Christmas Communion service was kindly taken by our 
vicar. We then rang the changes by having our celebratory Christmas 
lunch at our local pizza restaurant, VIVO’s. It was an excellent lunch 
which we all thoroughly enjoyed. 
 
January 2019  Our year opened with our usual Annual Committee Meet-
ing where we discussed the up and coming events in 2019.  Our present 
committee has kindly offered to stand for another year. We thanked our 
treasurer Francis Carter for all her hard work. MU accounting is far from 
straightforward. 
                                             Sandra 
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News from the belfry: February 2019 
After all the ringing in November for the Armistice 
Day, December seemed fairly quiet. We continued to 
practice on Saturday mornings and Monday evenings, 
and regularly found ourselves ringing 6 bells on a 
Sunday morning, thanks to Libby, Simon and Daniel 
joining us.  
 

It has been great to see James back up the tower but 
appreciate that his school work and numerous extra-curricular activities 
will limit how much time he can spend with us.  
 

Early in December, Annette expressed an interest in having some hand 
bell ringing at the opening of an evening of Carols with the community 
music group and choir. We set to work practising, and thanks go to 
Josie Pollard for the loan of her hand bells. Various ringers had a go at 
playing ‘Ring out wild bells’ but in the end the team consisted of Emma, 
James, Caroline and Dave. Despite a few hiccups in the practices, on 
the night of Friday 21st December, everything went smoothly! Well done 
everyone, this is not in our normal repertoire! 
 

We rang 6 bells before the Crib Service on Christmas Eve, and had 8 
ringers up the tower on Christmas Day, despite Caroline and her family 
being away. Well done to Libby for ringing her first call changes. 
 

On New Year’s Eve, Caroline and her family very kindly invited ringers 
to their house for food and drink before we rang in the New Year at 
midnight. Unfortunately, John was not well so he was not able to join us. 
We made our way to the tower where Fiona, Daniel, Jane, James and 
their friends boosted our numbers. We rang the old year out on all 8 
bells, Dave chimed the tenor 12 times at midnight, and then we rang in 
the new year! We had refreshments and made our way home after a 
great evening. Many thanks go to all those who joined in, and special 
thanks to Caroline and her family for hosting our party. 
 
Ringing started off in a big way for Darren and Helen when 2 friends 
from West Sussex, who came up for Darren and Sharon’s wedding in 
July, returned to ring at some new towers in North Yorkshire. We rang 
quarter peals at 7 towers over the weekend of 5th/6th January.  We rang 
several new methods and rang on some challenging bells, but it was a 
very enjoyable experience, in hindsight! 
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The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with 
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279 

PLEASE NOTE: The February issue of the Pilgrim will be available 
on 24th February  The last date for copy (because of hoilidays ) is 
THURSDAY 14th of February. Items please to Geoff Lowson, 
galowson@tiscali.co.uk or Frances Stenlake, 
francesrstenlake@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

The new term has started and Darren has found more recruits from Bar-
ney School, so we have welcomed Jack and Elliott up the tower on Fri-
day afternoons. They both look very promising after only 2 handling les-
sons. 

Alex and George, who play in the community band, joined us on 14th Jan-
uary during the learners’ session. They went up to see the bells and the 
clock and had their first handling lessons. They did really well and hope 
to see them again on Monday evenings or Saturdays, when it fits in with 
their band rehearsals. 

   Helen Scott 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

 
Bellringers:  Helen Scott (690169) 
Electoral Roll Officer:  Keith Miles (637512) 
First Friday Group:  Lesley Taylor (631716) or  The-
resa Atkinson (638213) 
Flower Guild:  Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908)    
Friends of St Mary's: Pauline Hanby (630102) 
Junior Church:  Kim Harding (637018) 
Lifts to church:  Keith Miles (637512) 
Magazine Production:  Geoff Lowson 
Magazine Distribution Helen Scott (690169) 
Magazine Advertising: Frances Stenlake (637334) 
Mothers’ Union:  Sandra Sumner (690041) 
Parish Hall Association Secretary:  Peter Wise (637904) 
Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding (637018) 
Wednesday Morning Coffee:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 

The Friends of 
Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 
support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 
within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at 
Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 
 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  
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13, Chapel Row,  

Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Co. Durham 

DL12 0SN  

· Back Pain 
· Sciatica 
· Neck Problems 
· Whiplash 
· Trapped Nerves  

01833 641202 
 

Teesdalephysio@gmail.com 

· Joint Problems 
· Muscle + Ligament Injuries 
· Sports Injuries 
· Pilates (1:1 and classes) 
· Ergonomic + Workplace 

Assessments  
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