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FLOORCOVERINGS.  
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE  

  8.30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion  
   

WHORLTON  

  9.00 a.m. on 2
nd

 Sunday  4.00pm on the 4
th
 Sundays  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VICAR     Revd Canon Alec Harding, The Vicarage,
 

    Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST      637018 

  CURATE:      Revd Sarah Cliff   17, Mayfield,  

                        Barnard Castle  DL12 8EA                 316076 
                            

READER:      Astley Fenwick                                   637396  

READER Emeritus:  David Blakely 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: 

                            Annette Butters                          07411 825230 
 

CHURCHWARDENS: Allan Jones               07747 825309 

   Roy Long                  690170 

                                    Joan Kemp Ambler      638908 
 

PCC SECRETARY:      
 

TREASURER:           

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY:  

          Stephen Guy   07403 264857  or sg27@btinternet.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK:         https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-                       

   Barnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other contacts please see page 23 

Safeguarding At the time of publication a new safeguarding officer is 
being appointed. If you need to raise an issue please contact the vicar. 
The safeguarding policy is displayed in church and on the  website.          
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        Sarah writes ….. 
 

Dear All, 
 

February is the shortest month of the year: but no matter how short a 
month is, we all have to fit the same amount of ‘stuff’ into it.  Good  
intentions for being planned and efficient can go out of the window when 
illness or urgent issues crop up.  I am not one of those ‘well-planned-
way-in-advance’ kinds of people; I thrive on a deadline and being in the  
moment.  
 

Back in the November magazine, I told you I was about to go on retreat 
at the Franciscan Friary in Alnmouth. I was worried about turning off the 
phone and emails and being still and quiet - Neither of which come  
naturally to me!  All I can say is that my time there was exactly what I 
needed - lots of time in prayer, reflective reading and worship at the  
extremely slow pace of Franciscan liturgy. All of the words are said  
ponderously slowly and I took some time to not let that stress me. Every 
word is said and savoured in a way I had not encountered before. It has 
helped me to try to be a little less hurried in things; and that means be-
ing less last minute. I know that I will never be the person who has the  
sermon ready weeks in advance or the ironing done as soon as the 
washing is dry but I am trying to be better paced. I am aiming to savour 
the words I am speaking, writing and reading; to be more ‘Franciscan’ in 
my personal prayer. It was, after all, the Society of St Francis’s Daily  
Office that was the forerunner of our Common Worship Offices 
(contemporary words for Morning, Evening and Night Prayer) that are 
the backbone of the clergy day; although some will still use The Prayer 
Book version with its traditional language.  
 

But this is not just for clergy. Why not join us in Morning Prayer?  We 
lead it on Zoom on Wednesdays at 9.00am; or you can go to the Church 
of England website and read or hear it there. Each day is slightly  
different with the readings and prayers shaped over the year. Daily  
Prayer is about 20-25 minutes for each office and you can download it 
for your phone or tablet. The options are Daily Prayer with Morning, 
Evening and Night (Compline) services or Time to Pray - simpler and 
shorter (8 minute) services for use during the day and at night time. Why 
not try it and see if a period of structured prayer can help you pray for 
the concerns of this world and give thanks for all that is given by God, 
who knows us and cares for us, even when we are rushing about. 
          Sarah. 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer


 

5 

 
  

Sherlock Holmes would be proud   There can be very few 

members of the congregation who can remember what the parish church 
interior looked like in 1962 but an email enquiry last month sent me to the 
parish records to find out. 
 

Dr Andy Scott wrote asking, ‘What happened to the reredos that used to 
be behind the altar in the parish church?’ He has been researching the 
life and work of the artist, Charles Edgar Buckeridge (1864-98) and an 
example of his work was apparently installed in the church at Christmas 
time in 1883. In his 
short life, Buckeridge 
was to become one of 
the foremost church 
artists of his time and 
Dr Scott wishes to 
make his name better 
known. 
 

I had a dim  
recollection of photos 
of the church by Elijah 
Yeoman  tucked away 
in the parish files and, 
indeed, these give us photographic evidence of a reredos adorning the 
space behind the altar in church. However, the photos are taken from the 
nave and it is impossible to gain an impression of Buckeridge’s work from 
them: Cue an enquiry to Durham Record Office who hold the church’s 
historical documents. ‘Where is the reredos now?’ I asked. ‘We have a 
record of it being removed in 1962 and oak panelling replacing it, but 
where did it go?’ 
 

Back came a clue. In the piles of correspondence held by the Record 
Office there is an exchange of letters between Revd John Browne and 
his churchwardens (William Peat & Geoffrey Guyll), the Diocesan  
authorities and Revd Mann at Christ Church, Newcastle that indicate that 
the reredos was given under Faculty (by permission) to Christ Church. 
 

A quick look on Facebook…and there it is in a photo, behind a smiling 
wedding couple. An email to the current vicar of Christ Church was 
bounced back immediately with a picture - and here it is in all its glory.  
A wonderful work of art with a connection to Barney church. Its removal 
from our church probably reflects a move across many years in the  
parish church from more ‘High Church’ Anglican worship to something 
simpler in style. Dr Scott has already updated Buckeridge’s Wikipedia 
page and you can find more information and examples of his work there. 
 

                                                                                                            Alec 
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World Day of Prayer  
 

Friday 4th March at 11am  
St Mary's Parish Church Barnard Castle. 

 

 “I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU” 
 

2022 is a special year for World Day of 
Prayer in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. The service will focus on these 
three countries.  It will look at our  
landscape, people and culture; celebrate 
our diversity and the contribution made to 
our countries by the many groups and  
individuals who have made their home 
here. 
  

The Bible text this year is “I know the plans I have for you” from  
Jeremiah and will reflect on some of the issues facing us today:  
poverty, domestic abuse and disability, finding hope in difficult  
situations and encouragement in the help we can give to each other.  
 

World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical organisation which 
enables women all over the world to share the ideas and concerns of 
the writing country.  On Friday 4th March 2022 services will take place 
beginning in Samoa and moving on through New Zealand and  
Australia, across Asia, Africa and Europe and finally the United States 
and South America before finishing in American Samoa. Across  
England, Wales and Northern Ireland services will take place - in large 
urban centres, such as Central Hall Westminster, and in remote village 
churches.  
 

Helen Goodman will be our speaker at the service here, and the  
Mothers’ Union have kindly offered to provide refreshments from 
10.30am before the service.  We look forward to welcoming everyone.  
          Gillian 

O Lord God,   
when thou givest to thy servants to endeavour any great matter,  

grant us also to know that it is not the beginning,  
but the continuing of the same unto the end,  

until it be thoroughly finished, which yieldeth the true glory;  
through him who for the finishing of thy work laid down his life,  

our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 
        Sir Francis Drake  
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Saints but not ‘Saints’  Over the last three 

years we have been telling the stories of people  
remembered  in the Church of England Calendar for their 
’saintly’ lives but who are not ‘Saints’ with a capital ’S’.  
There are many others we could feature but they are not 
well known and rather obscure; for example this month 
we could have remembered ‘Gilbert of Sempringham’ (Feb 4th) but to be 
honest, he is not very exciting!!  So we will look at a few who are saints 
of the 20th century but not in the CofE calendar.  Editor 
 

Mother Cecile  Feb 20th (Remembered by the Church in South Africa)     
 

Annie Cecile Isherwood was born in Uxbridge in November 1862 but,  
at age 12, after the death of her parents, she was brought up by relatives 
in London where she attended St Peter's Church, Eaton Square. 
 

Cecile was 21 when the Bishop of Grahamstown came to preach in  
St Peter's - she was so moved by what he said that she felt called to 
leave England and undertake work in his diocese. It was agreed that she 
would found an order of sisters to be known as the Community of the  
Resurrection of our Lord; she became known as Mother Cecile in 1887. 
 

The Sisters of the Community opened  
‘St Peter's School’; ‘The Good Shepherd 
School’; a boarding house for the children 
of railway workers; an orphanage and a 
home for destitute girls. Later they were 
invited by the State to take over some 
other schools.  
 

Cecile died at the early age of 43 on  
February 20th 1906. Her image is  
featured in stained glass windows in  
St George's Cathedral, Cape Town; in  
All Saints' Church, Cambridge and in  
Liverpool Cathedral. 
 

One specific story relates to a dying mother in hospital in Port Elizabeth, 
who, in her panic, had sold her baby to a Malay family. Realising what 
she had done she begged Cecile to rescue the child. Mother Cecile  
obtained a magistrate’s order and went with a policeman to the house 
where the baby was. A large group of Malays were blocking to door but 
whilst the policeman created a diversion, Mother Cecile ducked through 
the crowd, claimed the child and then, concealing it in the capacious 
sleeves of her habit, she fled. The mob followed her but she made it to 
the railway station and escaped with the baby.  
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Bible Reading Fellowship Centenary  
A number of people at St Mary’s and at the 
Methodist Church in Barnard Castle subscribe 
to quarterly booklet called ‘New Daylight’. It 
contains a daily reflection on a short passage 
from the Bible. It is published by the Bible 
Reading Fellowship - one hundred years old 
this year.  
 

BRF has its roots in St Matthew’s Anglican 
church in Brixton, south London, where,  
towards the end of 1921 the vicar, Revd Leslie 
Mannering, was talking with a member of the 
congregation about the spiritual needs of the 
church. What could be done to help people ‘get 
a move on’ spiritually?  The result - in January 1922, The Fellowship of 
St Matthew was launched with the aim of encouraging spiritual growth in 
the areas of prayer, Bible reading and Communion.  Fr. Mannering’s 
original article is well worth reading but is too long to publish here. It is 
on the BRF website.  
 

Over the years, the charity has grown and now has four areas of focus:  
 

Living Faith  - this is the area concerned with 
encouraging Bible Study through publications 
such as New Daylight. 
  

Messy Church  - a programme of activities for 
children in churches. 
 

Parenting for Faith - equipping parents to teach 
their children about God. 
 

Anna Chaplaincy -  a programme which encourages and enables  
churches to offer spiritual care to older people.  As a matter of interest, 
the person behind this initiative is Debbie Thrower, who some readers 
might remember as a television newsreader.   
 

The BRF Centenary Prayer 
 

Gracious God, we rejoice in this centenary year that you have grown 
BRF from a local network of Bible readers into a worldwide family of  

ministries. Thank you for your faithfulness in nurturing small beginnings 
into surprising blessings. We rejoice that, from the youngest to the  

oldest, so many have encountered your word and grown as disciples  
of Christ. Keep us humble in your service, ambitious for your glory and 

open to new opportunities. For your name’s sake.  Amen 
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  ‘Love’ 
  

Love is as often about what does not happen 
As it is about what actually occurs; 
Love is to be found in things unsaid 
When it would be easy, or tempting,  
To say something harsh or unkind; 
Love is a matter of silences, 

  Just as much as it is of open declaration; 
Love is never concealed or disguised, 
Its face and position are always familiar, 
Which means that it is only rarely 
Mistaken for what it is not; 
Love is not diminished by use - 
That is its particular miracle; love fills 
The entire space it is offered, 
Never denies those who approach it, 
Turns none away who mean what they say; 
Love merely warns: ‘Make sure you choose 
That form of my expression that is true to you.’ 
Love remains on duty constantly, 
Is never dimmed by night, nor too faint 
To assume the demands of the day; 

  If you would say anything about love 
To one about to embark on life’s journey, 
It might be this: There is only one guide 
To which you should pay attention, 
And that guide is love; only one voice 
Whose whispers should be heeded, 
And that voice is love: remember that, my dear, 
I ask you to remember that. 

       Alexander McCall Smith 

A lady went to the bar on a cruise ship and ordered a Scotch with two drops 
of water.  'I'm celebrating  my 80th birthday today.'  she said. The bartender 
said, 'Well, since it's your birthday, this one is on me.' As the woman  
finished her drink, the person to her right said, 'I would like to buy you a 
drink, too.' 'Thank you very much ….a Scotch with two drops of water.'  As 
she finished that drink, the man to her left said, 'I would like to buy you one, 
too.'  'Thank you. Bartender, I want another Scotch with two drops of water.'  
The bartender said, 'Ma'am, I'm dying of curiosity. Why the Scotch with only 
two drops of water?'  The old woman replied, 'Young man, when you're my 
age, you've learned how to hold your liquor. Water, however, is a whole 
other issue.'  !! 
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The Accession of Queen Elizabeth II, Feb 6th 1952 
 

Princess Elizabeth was 
staying in Kenya with 
her husband Prince 
Phillip when she heard 
of the death of her  
father King George VI, 
on 6th February 1952. 
Without delay, she  
returned home where 
she was proclaimed 
‘Queen Elizabeth II' 
aged  25.                         The famous picture of the Queen arriving home 
 

Elizabeth's succession to the throne was proclaimed at an ‘Accession 
Council’; this took place in St James's Palace and was attended by 
members of the Privy Council, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City 
of London.  Nine months later, Elizabeth II attended her first State  
Opening of Parliament on 4th November 1952 where she read and 
signed the Accession Declaration.  
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Tanzania Partners in Mission This parish supports the mission 

agency USPG and one of the projects it commits to is in Tanzania. This 
is an edited newsletter received in December last year.  Editor   
 

Thank you for your support of our Partners in Mission 
programme in Tanzania. You are working with our  
partner, The Anglican Church in Tanzania, in their vital 
work in preventing mother-to-child transmission of HIV.  
 

The St Augustine’s, Mvumi Mission Hospital, in the Dodoma Region of 
Tanzania runs a vital life-saving programme focusing on preventing 
mothers with HIV from transmitting the virus to their babies. Thanks to 
the church spear-heading this work, a whole community now has hope 
and a future.  
 

Without intervention, a baby born with HIV is unlikely to live to see it’s 
fifth birthday and estimates from UNAIDS show that in Tanzania, 150,000 
children were newly infected with HIV in 2019. This can happen during  
pregnancy, labour, delivery or breastfeeding. The programme involves 
trained volunteers visiting homes and encouraging pregnant mothers to 
be tested for HIV. They are then encouraged to join care groups in their 
local villages when they are instructed in child care and given  
anti-retroviral medicines.  
 

For example: Rebecca joined a care group in her local village having  
previously lost two children to HIV. Thanks to the prevention of  
transmission programme via The Anglican Church in Tanzania, her next 
two children were born HIV-free. The family now has hope. She said,  
‘I say thank you to the church. May God give the church more resources 
to support people in similar situations. I never thought that someone 
would help me this way. Thank you, God.’ 
 

There is still much 
work to be done in 
to help women  
living with HIV and 
their babies. On 
behalf of USPG 
and our Church 
partner in Tanzania 
and Rebecca,  
thank you once 
again for your  
prayers and  
support.  
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We have moved! 

The Old School, Bridge Street 
 

Middleton-in-Teesdale 
 

Co. Durham DL12 0QB 
 

Tel: 01833 641202 
 

Email: teesdalephysio@gmail.com 

 Back / Neck Pain  Joint Problems 

 Sciatica  Sports Injuries 

 Whiplash  Muscle + Ligament Injuries 

 Trapped Nerves  Pilates (1:1 and classes) 

 Acupuncture  Post-surgical Rehabilitation 

  Bowen Technique 
  Reflexology 
  Kinesiology 
  Indian Head Massage 
  Digestive Massage 
  Body Balancing Therapy 
  Aromatherapy and Reiki  
  Food Sensitivities  
         & Dietary Advice 
 
 

 
Complementary Therapies in Middleton could help you 

 

Please contact  
Jackie Farmer  
on 07971 207833  
to find out more 
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Study course  
 

On Wednesday evenings we are 
holding an online (Zoom) study 
course based on USPGs study 
course 'Living Stones, Living Hope'. 
we will be learning from the world 
church by touching base with  
African Theology: Korean Theology: 
Liberation Theology: Celtic  
Spirituality and Dalit Theology. 
 

Contact the clergy for the Zoom link 
and check out USPG's website for 
more information.  
 

uspg.org.uk/uspg-study-   
   courses.php  
 

alec.harding@durham.anglican.org  

 

Sing Praise   On Sunday 13th February at 4.00pm we're going 

to hold a service in church, and SING! The Praise Band (who played 
at The Christingle Service) will be there and together we'll worship 
God through singing.   
 

We'll start with teas, juice and cake, and 
then enjoy a short time of praise and  
worship together. Suitable for all ages. 
 

Everyone is welcome. 
 

“And who are ‘The Praise Band?’” you might ask. We are particularly 
blessed with folk who make music in the congregation. We have 
singers, flautists, cellists, organists, brass players, saxophonists and 
a whole host more. Whilst we can’t cater for every musical taste we 
can ensure that we use as wide a variety of musical gifts and styles 
as possible in our regular worship. The Praise Band currently  
consists of singers supported by keyboard, guitars, flute,  
saxophone, bass and drums. We had hoped that they would feature 
in our Sunday worship in March 2020…two years later we can, at 
last, appreciate their ministry. 
                                                                    Alec   
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Fairtrade Fortnight Feb 21
st

 - March 6
th

   With 

COP26 not so many months ago, the focus of Fairtrade 
Fortnight this year is fair trade and climate change. Here is 
just one example of what the Fairtrade Foundation is doing.  
 

In the coffee-growing regions of East Africa, the weather 
has changed dramatically in recent times. Seasons have become  
unpredictable and making a living from agriculture is tough when 
droughts, floods and extreme heat come to destroy the crops. The 
farmers are just about surviving but there’s no money left over to invest in 
anything that would help protect from these shocks.  
  

The Fairtrade Foundation has set up what it calls a ‘Climate Academy’; 
the purpose of which is to bring farmers together to share ways of  
adapting to climate change, to find new opportunities to earn money and 
make their farms more able to withstand extreme events. Farmers pooling 
their knowledge and experience sows the seeds for strength and  
resilience in the face of a challenging future.   

  

Here is another initiative. Working initially with 
Fairtrade coffee co-operatives in Kenya and 
Ethiopia to test ideas, Fairtrade developed 
a ‘Climate Guide’ to support other Fairtrade  
coffee farmers to take inspiration and advice 
from each other about ways to keep growing 
through the climate crisis. For example,  
introducing new plant varieties resistant to 
drought; also pruning, reforestation and soil  
management. Twenty thousand households in 
Kenya and Ethiopia have already felt the  
benefits with projects such as tree planting,  
irrigation, crop diversification and clean energy.   
  

When you choose Fairtrade, you’re supporting 
farmers like these to join together to swap skills 
and knowledge, so they can fight back at the 
challenges the climate crisis throws their way.   
 

By supporting Fairtrade you are supporting  
initiatives like the ‘Climate Academy’ and 
’Climate Guide’ and so helping farmers adapt to 
the changing world.  
 

Kenyan coffee farmer Judy Ruto has been able 
to adapt, try new techniques and buy some hens 
to help feed her family. It can be as basic as 
that. 
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News from the belfry Our regular practices on 

Monday evenings, Friday afternoons and Saturday 
mornings have had relatively few changes, despite the  
weather and people going away for Christmas.  
 

Some of the highlights of the past 2 months were…. 
 

Saturday 27th November We welcomed Katherine Rhoda as she joined 
George Harris for her first bell handling session.  
 

Howard Smith, the D & N Bell Maintenance Advisor, came to inspect our 
bells and give suggestions about work that could be carried out in situ. 
Alec, Dave, Katherine, George H and I listened to Howard’s verdict. 
Work will be carried out in slightly warmer weather. 
 

Sunday 5th December   We rang 1260 Plain Bob Doubles in 47 minutes 
to mark and celebrate Alec’s 60th birthday.  
 

Saturday 11th December  A band rang before the start of the  
penultimate day of the Christmas Tree festival. 
 

Friday 17th December   We rang 1260 Grandsire Doubles in 44 minutes 
to mark Bernard and Doris Gilby’s diamond wedding which was the day 
before.  
 

Christmas   5 bells rang out before the Crib service at 4pm on  
Christmas Eve, and we rang 6 bells for Christmas Day. 
 

New Year’s Eve   Due to the latest Covid variant, it was decided not to 
have a New Year’s Eve party, but 9 ringers (and 1 non-ringer) still met at 
11.30pm to ring out the ‘old’ and ring in the ‘new’ year: 
 

Ringers return  In mid-December, Bob and Maureen Sinclair joined our 
Monday practice. They left Barnard Castle for Daventry almost 40 years 
ago but have returned to Darlington and we look forward to ringing with 
them more in the future. Bob learnt to ring in Barney and Maureen at St. 
John’s in Darlington. 
 

It was great to see Jane Lawson up the tower again after having a break 
since the beginning of the pandemic. She has returned to pick up the 
threads and is doing really well. 
 

Thanks to everyone for their continued enthusiasm for ringing in Barney 
and wish you all a very happy 2022! 
         Helen Scott 

Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in.  
Aim at earth and you get neither."      

         C. S. Lewis 
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Well I never. It’s a small world and a strange one!  

 

What do these two pictures have in common?  The one on the left was 
taken at Archbishop Tutu’s funeral in Cape Town Cathedral on January 
1st. The Dean of the Cathedral, the Very Revd Michael Weeder, who 
conducted the service is at the front left - unfortunately having to wear a 
mask. The picture to the right is the same man but  34 years ago in the 
dark days of apartheid. He was then a young priest who had to escape 
from South Africa for a while and stayed with me. My younger son  
Richard (who is now 40) was obviously tired that day!    
                                                                                                        Editor  

Changing times  In a recent sermon, Alec noted that things are 

changing very quickly and some things have been accelerated by Covid.  
 

The Curate of Emmanuel Church, Bridlington and Barmston with 
Fraisthorpe, the Revd Richard Townend, wrote: “A sad start to the day.  
The table was set but nobody turned up for the service at the village 
church.” Mr Townend said that All Saints’, Barmston, had a regular  
congregation of about six people, but was struggling to find any church 
officers or PCC members. An old building, it is situated half a mile  
outside the village. Since Covid, the congregation had been more  
reluctant to come out. Last Sunday was also a cold morning, he said, 
and one woman did turn up but did not feel comfortable going ahead on 
her own. “Since Covid, some people have moved away, some have died 
and some people just haven’t come back to church. This is a church that 
is struggling”    BUT …………………………………………. 
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Pilgrim distribution and annual subscriptions  
 

The Pilgrim is distributed by a loyal group of volunteers throughout the 
year: many thanks to them all for their service to the church, especially 
during the last year with the problems of Covid19. 
 

It is at this point in the year that the annual subscription of £6.00 is  
collected. Letters for each of the distributors, explaining the procedure, 
have been delivered, along with information on how to minimise risks of 
infection. 
 

One of the major changes over the last couple of years is to encourage 
subscribers to pay by online banking if they are able to, and the details 
are: 
 

 Co-operative Bank 
 Account name: St Mary's Barnard Castle PCC 
 Sort code: 08-92-99            Account number:  67185133. 
  

 Use initial and surname as reference. 
 

 If your bank does the account name check, it will not be able to 
 verify the account, as Co-op Bank is not part of the checking  
 service yet. 
 

Subscribers, I feel it would be useful to know who has paid in this  
manner, so that we don’t keep knocking on your door to collect in  
person. Maybe a note through my door, or a quick call or email to let me 
know would be useful. 
 

Distributors, if you are aware of any changes in circumstances of any 
of the people that you deliver to, I would be very grateful if you could 
leave a note in my pigeon hole, send me an email or call me so that I 
can be kept up to date. 
 

New subscribers: if anyone would like to have a Pilgrim delivered, 
please get in touch with me. 
       Many thanks. 
        Helen Scott 
 

   helenscott63@hotmail.com     01833 690169 
 

Thanks to Helen for overseeing the distribution month by month: Editor 

But …...Six miles away, in Emmanuel Church, Bridlington, however, 

the picture is very different: it has a congregation that has increased 
since before Covid, with more children and more young families  
present. The congregation there had risen by about 15 per cent, he 
said.                                          Source    Church Times   Jan 21st   

mailto:helenscott63@hotmail.com
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A Jewish businessman in Chicago sent his son to Israel for a year to 
absorb the culture. When the son returned, he said, "Papa, I had a 
great time in Israel. By the way, I converted to Christianity."  "Oy vey," 
said the father. "What have I done?" He took his problem to his best 
friend, Ike. "Ike," he said, "I sent my son to Israel, and he came home a 
Christian. What can I do?"  "Funny you should ask," said Ike. "I too, sent 
my son to Israel, and he also came home a Christian. Perhaps we 
should go see the Rabbi."  So they did, and they explained their prob-

lem to the rabbi.  "Funny you should ask," said 
the rabbi. "I, too, sent my son to Israel, and he 
also came home a Christian. What is happening 
to our young people?"  And so they all prayed, 
telling the God  about their sons. As they finished 
their prayer, a voice came from the heavens 
"Funny you should ask," said the Voice. "I, too, 
sent my Son to Israel . …. . ."   

Pause for thought 
 

Once upon a time there was a wise 
man who used to go to the ocean to do 
his writing. He had a habit of walking on 
the beach before he began his work.  
 

One day he was walking along the 
shore. As he looked down the beach, 
he saw a human figure moving like a 
dancer so he began to walk faster to 
catch up. As he got closer, he saw that 
it was a young man and this young man 
wasn't dancing, but instead was  
reaching down to the shore, picking up something and very gently  
throwing it into the ocean.  
 

As he got closer he called out, "Good morning! What are you doing?"  
 

The young man paused, looked up and replied, "Throwing starfish into 
the ocean. The sun is up and the tide is going out. And if I don't throw 
them in they'll die." "But, young man, don't you realize that there are 
miles and miles of beach and starfish all along it. You can't possibly 
make a difference!"  
 

The young man listened politely. Then bent down, picked another  
starfish and threw it into the sea, past the breaking waves and said, "It 
made a difference for that one." 
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Tuesday 1st 1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm - 3pm  

  PMC Steering Team on Zoom 

W’day 2nd  9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle  

 2.00pm Whorlton Team Meeting at Rose Cottage  

 7.00pm Study group on Zoom 

Friday 4th  5.00pm Community Choir rehearsal  

  Castle Players ‘Pygmalion’  
In the Parish Hall 

Saturday 5th  10.00am Community Orchestra rehearsal 

Sunday 6th     Fourth Sunday before Lent 

  
 

8.30am 

 
 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Sung Communion  

 12.30pm Baptism of Willow and Max Lyle  
At Barnard Castle 

Tuesday 8th 1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm - 3pm  

 7.00pm Deanery Synod at Barnard Castle 

W’day 9th   9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
 7.00pm Study group on Zoom 

Friday 11th 5.00pm Community Choir rehearsal 

Saturday 12th 11.00am Community Orchestra rehearsal 

Sunday 13th    Third  Sunday before Lent  

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle  

 9.00am Morning Worship at Whorlton 

  10.30am Service of the Word at Barnard Castle 

 4.00pm ‘Sing Praise’ 
A short service led by the Praise Band 

Tuesday 15th  1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm - 3pm  

W’day 16th  9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle  

 7.00pm Study group on Zoom 
Friday 18th  5.00pm Community Choir rehearsal 

February Calendar  

The Accession of Queen Elizabeth II, 1952 
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Saturday 19th  10.00am Community Orchestra rehearsal 

Sunday 20th   Second Sunday before Lent 

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle  

 10.30am Sung Communion at Barnard Castle 

 4.00pm Holy Communion at Whorlton 

W’day 23rd  9.00am Morning Prayer on Zoom 

 10.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle  

Friday 25th 5.00pm  No Community Choir rehearsal 

Saturday 26th  10.00am No Community Orchestra rehearsal 

Sunday 207h   The Sunday before Lent 

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle  

 10.30am Sung Communion at Barnard Castle 

  

Having more money doesn't necessarily make you happier. I have $50 
million, but I'm just as happy as when I had $48 million. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger ****   We are here on earth to do good unto others. 
What the others are here for, I have no idea.  W.H. Auden  ****  As I 
hurtled through space, one thought kept crossing my mind - every part 
of this rocket was supplied by the lowest bidder.  John Glenn 
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From the registers 
Baptisms  

 

        At Barnard Castle 
 

November 21st  May Josephine Bage,  Hollymount, Darlington Road
     Isla Jean Iceton and Arthur Ian Iceton,  
       18 Marwood Drive 
January 2nd ’22 Bailey Anthony John Peart,   
      2, Grangefields, Startforth  

 

I have called you by name and you are mine.  
 

Funerals 
 

Service in church followed by interment 
 

November 30th  Alex Glynn William-Russett, (14) 
      12, The Avenue, Stainton Grove 
January 11th ’22 Pat Long (78)   2, Barltemere 
 

Service in church followed by interment at Startforth 
 

December 10th George Swan  (Born sleeping) 82, Woodside  
 

Service in church followed by interment at Durham 
 

January 20th ’22  David Thomas Walker (75)  Westrill, Cotherstone  
 

Service and committal in church followed by cremation 
 

January 21st ’22 Amy Purvis  (36)  of Richmond 
 

 Committal at Wear Valley Crematorium  
followed by service in church 

 

December 14th Joe Peairs  (77)  52, Churchill Road 
  

Service and committal at Wear Valley Crematorium  
 

December 22nd David Alistair Peter Stevenson, also known as Hank (83) 
   Beaconsfield Court Care Home. Formerly of Rokeby 
  

Service and committal at Darlington Crematorium 
 

November 29th   Norma Robinson (92)  63, Woodside 
January 17th ’22 Jean Wilkinson  (90)     15, Wellington Road 
 

The merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever and ever 

O God, hope is one of your best gifts to us. 
Teach us to give it to others 

         An Indian Prayer 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

Bellringers:      Helen Scott         690169 
Electoral Roll Officer:    John Trevett           695006 
Flower Guild:     Joan Kemp-Ambler        638908    
Friends of St Mary's:   Pauline Hanby               630102 
Junior Church:     Kim Harding               637018 
Magazine Production:    Geoff Lowson            07771 997184 
Magazine Distribution:   Helen Scott                690169 
Magazine Advertising:   Frances Stenlake         637334 
Mothers’ Union:     Sandra Sumner             690041 
Music :     Annette Butters         07411 825230  
Smuffies  
      (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding                 637018 
Wednesday Morning Coffee:   Frances Stenlake          637334 

The Friends of 

Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 

support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 

within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at 

Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  

PLEASE NOTE 
 

The March issue of The Pilgrim will be available on February 25th. The 
last date for copy is Thursday, February 17th. Items, please, to Geoff 
Lowson, galowson@tiscali.co.uk  
 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with 
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279 
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01833 605062 


