The Pilgrim
The Parish Magazine
for

Barnard Castle and Whorlton

50p

1

MAUDE’S

Redwell Garage

COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS
Prop: Stephen Maude

FOR ALL YOUR
TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS:
MINI COACHES & COACHES

EXHAUSTS • TYRES •
BATTERIES
All makes supplied and fitted
or cash and carry for DIY

Redwell
Garage
Pirelli
Dunlop
Barnard Castle

REDWELL GARAGE
BARNARD CASTLE
Telephone 01833 637341
Fax 01833 631888

Tel: 01833 637341
Fax: 01833 631888

The Decor and
Carpet Centre
For a full home
interior service

FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

Come in and see our selection of
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING,
FABRICS, TILES
and much, much more.

CHAPEL OF
REST
FLORAL
TRIBUTES

Now in our 33rd year

CATERING
ARRANGED

Allen Jenkins
87 Montalbo Road,
Barnard Castle DL12 8BP
Tel: 01833 690009

Tel: 01833 638655 day
2

SUNDAY SERVICES
BARNARD CASTLE
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.30 a.m. Main Service (for details see monthly calendar page)
4.00 p.m. The Four o'clock Service for young families
Please check calendar
WHORLTON
9.00 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays Holy Communion

VICAR:
CURATE

*******************
Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage,
Parsons Lonnen, Newgate DL12 8ST (637018)
The Revd Sarah Cliff BA (Hons) 17, Mayfield’
Barnard Castle DL12 8EA
(316076)

READERS

Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng (637392)
David Walker BA (Hons), B.ThM CPFA (650396)
READER Emeritus: David Blakely MA
*******************

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
:
Annette Butters GLCM (Hons)
CHURCHWARDENS: Sandra Sumner (690041),
John R Moore (07793756129),
Bob Ward (630163)
PCC SECRETARY: David Walker (650396)
TREASURER:
Robert Stenlake (637334)
*******************

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen
Guy (0740 3264857) or sg27@btinternet.com
*******************

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk
FACEBOOK:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-MarysBarnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts

please see page 23
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The following is an edited version of a pastoral letter from Bishop Paul
and Bishop Sarah.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
One of the great early lessons for the disciples of the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit was that Jesus really meant it when he told them that the good
news was for all nations. On the day of Pentecost people from across
North Africa, the Middle East and the Mediterranean became followers of
Christ. They were quickly joined by the Samaritans and Romans. The
pilgrim people of God swiftly grew into communities from all walks of life,
many nationalities and a range of ethnic diversity. One of the tragedies
of our collective history is the
perception that the Church became
captive to a white European
domination. Yet, of course, it did not
– that is the way we have chosen to
tell the story. We easily ignore the
long continuity of Christian
believers in Ethiopia, Syria and the
wider Middle East, the Indian
sub-continent and China. We truly
are a dispersed people ‘that no one could number from every nation.
From all tribes and peoples and languages’ (Revelation 7.9). The Church
of Jesus Christ is truly drawn from all nations.
One of the important dangers of the current pandemic is that, although
we know it is affecting the whole world, we have naturally become
narrowly focused on the response and impact in our own nation. Yet it is
affecting our sisters and brothers in all nations.
With this in mind, it is important for us to reflect more widely on the
events taking place amongst us nationally and internationally in the midst
of the pandemic. We write in a continued spirit of thanksgiving for all
that you have given and achieved during this most demanding time. We
seek, as your Bishops, to encourage you and support you even as we
face hard questions together. The Spirit of God has continually led and
equipped God’s people to follow Jesus in very different times and places.
God is still the same. God is with us today and all our lives matter to the
One who is seen most completely in Jesus Christ.

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all
ways. The Lord be with all of you (2Thess 3:16)
+ Paul +Sarah

Cover picture. Just a few of the dozens of painted stones by the
metal bridge. A wonderful expression of togetherness.
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Windows and an “unsung” hero
As our building works near completion, with only some ground level work
to be done in July, here are a
couple of snippets which
might otherwise go unnoticed.
Members of the congregation
may remember the loud rattle
from somewhere high up in
the west window on windy
days but nothing visible
moving? The rattle came
from loose external protective
glazing in one of the small
sections at the top.
Expenditure of £100 from the
grant fund has secured this
and all the loose guards.
However, the restoration of
the window, much needed
now the wall has been
repaired, will cost almost
£50,000 and will have to wait
until we can raise funds.
An acknowledgment of someone, without whom the project would have
been faced with a long delay: social distancing is impossible when it
takes two people to put a stained-glass window in. They work inches
apart, face to face, one inside and one outside. Social distancing would
have meant an indefinite delay in putting the windows back, which in turn
would have left us with scaffolding inside and outside the church.
Jonathan Cooke, our stained-glass windows expert, would have been
unable to complete the windows but for his son Tristram, living with mum
and dad for the duration of the lockdown. Tristram has been furloughed
from his employment and was enlisted to help dad. A big thank you to
Tristram (and to the other wonderful and highly-skilled craftsmen and
specialists who have worked on our project through this difficult spring
and early summer). But for Tristram this was quite a big change from his
normal day job as a counter-tenor lay vicar in Westminster Abbey’s choir.
Sadly, he declined the request to sing from the scaffold!
“I really do enjoy a gin and tonic!
Mind you, I always insist on fresh ice and not frozen.”
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Saints but not ‘Saints’
John Keble Priest, Theologian, Poet
July 14th
Keble was born on 25 April 1792 in Fairford,
Gloucestershire, where his father, was vicar. He and his
brother Thomas were educated at home by their father until John went
to Corpus Christi College, Oxford. He excelled in his studies; was ordained priest in 1816 and was a tutor at Oxford from 1818 – 1823. His
mother died in 1823 and so he returned to Fairford to be with his father
until the latter’s death 1835. That same year, John Keble married a Miss
Clarke and went to be Vicar of All Saints, Hursley, near Winchester,
where he remained until his death in in 1866.
John Keble was a leading scholar of his day
and is probably best remembered in two
spheres. Firstly, in 1827 he wrote a book of
poetry called The Christian Year; it was very
“famous” at the time and several of the poems
became well known hymns. Some examples
are ‘New every morning is the love’; ‘Lead
kindly light’; ‘Sun of my soul’ and ‘Blest are the
pure in heart’. He was Professor of Poetry at
Oxford from 1831 to 1841.
Secondly, on July 14th 1833 he preached a
sermon in Oxford which is regarded as being the beginning of a very
important movement within the Church known as The Oxford Movement
or Tractarianism. Putting it very simply, it emphasised the Catholic
origin if the Anglican Church and the centrality of the Eucharist in its life.
He died in Bournemouth whilst convalescing there after an illness.
In his memory, Keble College, Oxford, was established in 1870.

What on earth …? It is a lump
of lead; as the workmen left the
church for the last time, Tristram (as
per page ?) handed it in.

Amazingly, it is apparently 15th century - the time of Richard lll at the
church - and was in the mullion of
the window.
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Test your knowledge again
—just for fun!
1 In most churches, the altar is at
which end of the building?

………………...

2 What is the name of the area containing the altar?

………………...

3 What shape is St Mary’s Church?

………………...

4 In most ancient churches, the font is found where?

………………...

5 What is he main body of the church is called?

………………...

6 What is the traditional name for the door opposite
the main door of a church?

………………...

7 What is the pointed structure on a church tower?

…………………

8 What is the other name for a kneeler in church?

………………...

9 What do you call the stonework at the top of a
pillar in church?

………………...

10 The eagle on at lectern stands on a globe. What
does that represent?

………………...

11 What is the name for a folding moveable lectern?

………………..

12 The coloured scarf worn by the priest is called ..?

………………..

13 An underground chapel is often called a …. ?

……………...

14 Arches on the outside of a church, helping to
support the walls are called …?

………………...

15 The room where cathedral clergy meet is …?

………………..

16 Traditionally people preach from the ….?

………………..
Answers Page 11

17 When was the Book of Common Prayer first written? ……………….

18 What shape are Norman arches in old buildings?

……………….

19 What are the stone “faces” on churches called?

……………...

20 What is the old name for the Sunday immediately
before Ash Wednesday?

……………..
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Feelings of Recognition

A year ago, Pat and I took a holiday to
Israel offering, us the opportunity to visit many sites with Biblical
connections. There is a clear feeling of recognition, a feeling that you
have mentally visited them before as a result of the familiar stories being
retold in church year after year: the home of Mary in Nazareth, now part
of the Church of the Annunciation; the birthplace of Jesus in what is now
the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem and the Church at Tabgha that
celebrates the feeding of the 5000 beside the Seat of Galilee, to name
just three.
The climax to the week trip was the four day stay in Jerusalem. Walking
along the Via Dolorosa towards the Church of the Holy Sepulchre took us
past most of the Stations of the Cross that we recall at Passiontide.
Sadly, there is little chance for contemplation at each station due to the
hustle and bustle of modern life. The Church itself provides the final
stations where we are reminded of the crucifixion and the laying of Jesus
into the tomb.
St. Helena, (the same who gave her name to St. Helen Auckland) and her
son, the Emperor Constantine the Great, are credited with locating the
site and building much of the church that we see today by the year
335AD. The footprint of the church is said to encompass the hill of
Calvary; the rock called Golgotha and the tomb in which Christ was laid.
Although now trapped inside the walls of modern Jerusalem, it would
have been very different then.
In later years acceptance of Helena’s
proposals had been challenged, even
by General Gordon, of Khartoum
fame. In 1883, during a stay in
Jerusalem, he followed up
suggestions that would place the
crucifixion site further north, beyond
the Damascus gate. That site, which is
now adjacent to a bus station, was
one suggestion that provided a very
attractive alternative the Holy Sepulchre in more senses than one. There
is a cliff with a clear image that could be taken that of a skull and also
nearby a tomb in the rock of suitable age. The site, together with its
supporting garden, is known as “The Garden Tomb” and it provides a
relaxed setting for the story which complements the readings on Easter
Sunday when Mary Magdalene goes early in the morning to find the tomb
empty. Set aside from the rush of modern Jerusalem The Garden Tomb
provides somewhere where feelings of sadness can be made to turn into
the feelings of joy.
Peter Wise
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Mothers’ Union Holidays are on our minds at the

moment. Will we get one or not? It is a good time to draw
attention to a wonderful initiative run by the Mothers’ Union
called “Away From It All” (AFIA).
It is a holiday scheme funded by MU to
give the opportunity of a break to those
who are experiencing stress in their
family life. On average, about 2,500
people are helped to have a holiday each
year. Families are able to spend time
away from difficult situations at home engage in activities together and have
fun. They often experience healing in
their relationships by spending this
quality time away.
AFIA will help to cover all or part of the cost of a holiday including travel.
There are also day trip and family weeks for groups of families to have a
break with others. A number of dioceses own mobile homes. Families
hoping to have an AFIA holiday don’t have to be members of a church.
What a lovely scheme!

News from the Belfry Despite more loosening of

lockdown restrictions recently, we are not likely to be up
the tower for a while. We continue to keep in touch with a
weekly newsletter: there is a common theme of identifying
birds in our gardens and on walks, lots of tidying of
garages, lofts etc, many puzzles being tackled and of course, we are all
baking more than in ‘normal’ times.
The ‘Ringing Room’ web-site continues to allow us to practise our
methods in a virtual setting, and the concurrent Zoom meeting means
we can chat and ‘see’ each other! At the beginning of June, George
and Alix were able to join us; Dave was persuaded to have a go too and
now he just can’t keep away! We have a practice on Monday evenings
from 6-7pm, and ring on Sunday mornings from 9.30-10am.
On 21st June, there was a Southern District Meeting in the Ringing
Room from 2pm. Where would we be without all this clever technology?
John continues to send us a new recording of some ringing on Mondays
and there is usually a question for us to answer about the method/
composition. Still looking forward to the future when we can ring again
up the tower!
Helen Scott
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Music Notes On the one level our community of

musicians has been quiet over recent weeks. But, we
know that their music making hasn’t stopped. We’ve
However, we have had to do it differently, largely by
ourselves or by digital means. Some good things have come out if it,
they always do, but nothing beats the joy of making live music together.
I listen to recorded music and it is an invaluable resource for learning,
pleasure or research, but it’s almost taken for granted isn’t it? Tamsin
Little (the violinist) earned £12.34 over a 6
month period from 5.6 million streams on
Spotify. Spotify’s 2019 revenue was £6.8
billion.
To put together an amateur distance recording
of any quality can easily eat up 80+ hours on
the “technical” bits. Time you could spend
making music.

Live music is unbeatable. It’s stands above
company brands, you don’t have to Tweet,
Zoom or Facebook it, it embraces everyone,
it’s not prejudiced, it’s not ageist and it’s part
of being human. The digital world is here to
stay, but while there is
blood in our veins let it pump up our own unique
and happy volume!
We recently said our goodbyes to Neville Turner
who, among other things was a dedicated and
loyal member of our Community Orchestra until
his illness forced him to stop playing. We got used
to see him trundling through the church doors with
his trombone attached to the back of his mobility
scooter. Of course we will miss him, but we won’t
forget him.
Stuart Smith, another member
of the Community Orchestra
has completed his time at
Glaxo and will be
returning to Scotland to take up a research post at
Glasgow University. Stuart is a super tuba player
and pianist, a great laugh, a generous, kind and caring young man and we will really miss seeing him
and spending time getting to know him. Stuart, we
hope it’s not farewell but more of an à bientôt!
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Lives changed and lives transformed
In these strange times it is easy to live in a very confined
way. However, life is going on in other places too – you
will remember that our parish helps to finance a project
in Tanzania through the mission agency USPG. The name is rather
cumbersome – it is The Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission of
HIV Programme (PMTCT).
PMTCT services were taken up by
1,200 women of child bearing age
this year (40% over target) and since
inception an amazing 4,604 people
have been reached by PMTCT .
People living with HIV / AIDS
participate in programme planning,
implementation, monitoring and
community groups. Staff offer
monthly outreach appointments at selected sites and community health
workers visit those unable to reach hospital, delivering medical supplies
where applicable.
A very pleasing statistic for Tanzania, is that over 50% of the women
participating are accompanied by their male partners.
Case study: John Mhando, When John finished school, he found a
leather-processing job in Dar es Salaam. His income increased and
after a year he started trading leathers.
At 29, his parents pressed him to marry. He said he was too young, but
his real concern was HIV, given his lifestyle in Dar es Salaam. He found
a girl at home when he returned to Mzula for Christmas and his parents
insisted he marry her to provide grandchildren. After arguments he
married her and settled in Mzula. His wife became pregnant. She and
John tested HIV+ at Mvumi hospital antenatal clinic and were enrolled
in the Anglican Church in Tanzania PMTCT programme. Their child was
born HIV negative.
John works in at Mzula. “I thank very much this program because it
gave me hope and now I am happy and healthier with my family.”

Quiz answers

1.East 2.Sanctuary 3.Cruciform (Cross shaped)
4. Near door 5.Nave 6.Devil’s Doorway 7.Spire 8.Hassock 9.Capital 10.The
world 11.Legilium 12.Stole 13.Crypt 14.Flyinhg Buttresses. 15.Chapter
House 16.Pulpit 17.1549 18.Rounded 19.Gragoyles 20.Quinquagesima
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Daily Prayer

How can I pray? If you don’t have access to online
resources here’s a suggestion based on a simple daily pattern. Suggested
psalms and readings are given in the table: all you need is a bible (don’t be
frightened to use the index to find the bible passages!) and a hymn book (if
you fancy singing)
Alec
Opening words of praise

O Lord, open our lips and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Hear my prayer O Lord and give ear to my cry
A psalm or a hymn

Best said/sung out loud

A bible reading:

See the table opposite

Silent prayer

Time to think and reflect

The Collect for the week

Following pages

The Lord’s Prayer
Closing words of praise:
May God our Redeemer show us compassion and love. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Collects: The Sunday Collect is used during the week unless
superseded by that for a Feast Day
28th June: 3rd Sunday after Trinity God our Saviour, look on this
wounded world in pity and in power; hold us fast to your promises of
peace won for us by your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
3rd July: Thomas the Apostle Almighty and eternal God, who, for the
firmer foundation of our faith, allowed your holy apostle Thomas to doubt
the resurrection of your Son till word and sight convinced him: grant to
us, who have not seen, that we also may believe and so confess Christ
as our Lord and our God; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
5th July: 4th Sunday after Trinity O God, the protector of all who trust
in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: increase and
multiply upon us your mercy; that with you as our ruler and guide we
may so pass through things temporal that we lose not our hold on things
eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.
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80.1-7
10.16-23
51.1-7
10.24-33
119.105-112

13.1-9,18-23

17.1-8

50.7-14

19.7-10

31.1-6

John 24-29
85.8-end

9.14-17
45.10-end

11.16-19,25-end

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

13.24-30,36-43

12.14-21
139.1-11, 23-24

12.1-8
10.1-5a,12

32.1-8

102.14-21

94.5-11

48.1-7

50.7-15

July 13th

13.31-33, 44-52

20.20-28
105.1-11,45b

13.18-23
126

23

36.5-10

42.1-10

85.1-7

50.3-7, 14

July 20th

3rd Thomas the Apostle

22nd

Mary Magdalene

25th James the Apostle

Feast Days are marked in yellow: psalms readings and collects mark these days.

105.1-7

115.3-10

103.8-12

145.2-9

125

Monday

July 6th

June 29th

146.1-5

59.1-4

79.8-end

July
27th
82

From Matthew’s Gospel unless otherwise stated. The Psalms are shown in red.

Week
Beginning

Readings

12th July: 5th Sunday after Trinity Almighty God, send down upon your
Church the riches of your Spirit, and kindle in all who minister the gospel
your countless gifts of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
19th July: 6th Sunday after Trinity Merciful God, you have prepared for
those who love you such good things as pass our understanding: pour
into our hearts such love toward you that we, loving you in all things and
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we
can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
22nd July: Mary Magdalene Almighty God,
whose Son restored Mary Magdalene to health
of mind and body and called her to be a witness to his resurrection: forgive our sins and
heal us by your grace, that we may serve you
in the power of his risen life; who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

25th July: James the Apostle Merciful God,
whose holy apostle Saint James, leaving his
father and all that he had, was obedient to the
calling of your Son Jesus Christ and followed
him even to death: help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world,
to be ready at all times to answer your call without delay; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
26th July: 7th Sunday after Trinity Generous God, you give us gifts
and make them grow: though our faith is small as mustard seed, make it
grow to your glory and the flourishing of your kingdom; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Did you know … that according to tradition
St Thomas ended up in India? There is a group of
Christians in India known as The Thomas Christians or
The Mar Thoma Church and they claim that they were
founded by Thomas. Whilst there is no proof for this,
scholars are of the opinion that it could be true
because the Church started in Kerala (in the southern
tip of the continent) and that was on one of the ancient
silk routes to China. The Mar Thoma Church is in full communion with
the Anglican Church. (Above—the St Thomas Christians cross)
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13 Chapel Row, Middleton-in-Teesdale
Co. Durham DL12 0SN

Tel: 01833 641202
Email: teesdalephysio@gmail.com


Back / Neck Pain



Joint Problems



Sciatica



Sports Injuries



Neck Problems



Muscle + Ligament Injuries



Whiplash



Pilates (1:1 and classes)



Trapped Nerves



Headaches



Acupuncture



Post-surgical Rehabilitation

Now offering Complementary Therapies
with



Bowen Technique



Reflexology



Health Kinesiology



Digestive Massage



Indian Head Massage



Body Balancing Therapy




Food Sensitivities
and Dietary Advice



Reiki

Tel 07971 207833
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Solar Cathedral All parishes
and other church groups are
being encouraged to look at their
carbon footprint with a view to the
CofE becoming carbon neutral by
2030. Believe it or not, the CofE
owns 40,000 buildings.

Salisbury Cathedral are clearly
ahead of the game! Wiltshire
Council has approved the
Cathedral's application to
install 92 solar panels. The panels
will be on the south roof of the
cloisters and won't be visible from
the ground.
The panels should generate over 30,000 kWh per year of electricity, the
equivalent of 8 average UK houses. This will reduce the carbon dioxide
emissions of the cathedral over a year by approximately 7.5 tonnes, with
the panels in place for a minimum of 20 years.

ABBEYFIELD HOUSE
BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD
Supported Living for the Over 55’s
A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your
own self-contained space. We have a small team of staff
providing home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly
face. Rent is inclusive of all utilities and services other than
your phone line.
Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit.

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com

01833 638116
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Diamond Wedding Congratulations … to Stephen and

Francies Carter who celebrated their special day on June 4th – here with
some flowers from the Flower Guild and chocolate cake from the
Mothers’ Union. They were
married at Ashton Hayes
near Chester (where Stephen
was organist) and before
moving to Barnard Castle
spent most of their married
life living in Frodsham.

Did you know … that an ‘Oak
Wedding’ is 80 years? Believe
it or not, a couple near
Glastonbury celebrated theirs
on June 1st. So— Stephen and
Frances—something to aim
for !!

May the sun bring you new happiness by day;
May the moon softly restore you by night;
May the rain wash away your worries
And the breeze blow new strength into your being,
And all the days of your life
May you walk gently through the world
and know its beauty.
A North American wedding blessing
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Emulating St Paul Some

readers will recognise the brass plaque
shown here, but for those of you who
don’t, it is in Whorlton Church. It reads
In Memory of Robert, First Bishop of
Capetown by whom this Church was
consecrated. May 13th 1853.

Robert Gray (1809–1870) is an extremely important name in the history
of the Church in southern Africa. He
was born in Sunderland and after ordination served in Wells and then
two parishes in Durham Diocese. He became involved with SPG and in
1847 was consecrated Bishop of Capetown. He arrived there the same
year with his wife (who was from Spennymoor) and the following year
the two of them embarked upon what was to be a 3000-mile missionary
journey east to Grahamstown, then to the
interior and back to Capetown. In 1850 he
covered 4000 miles on another journey to
Natal. He even visited the Islands of St Helena
and Tristan de Cunha – a challenge even
today. St Paul travelled thousands of miles on
his journeys but Gray travelled further!
His is a wonderful story; but the thing to note is
that, as he journeyed, he established structures
which later led to the establishment of The
Province of Southern Africa.

From the registers
Funerals
Service and committal at Wear Valley Crematorium
June 3rd
8th

Austin Marshall (73)
Neville Turner (75)

47 Kalafat
24, Woodside

Graveside Service at Barnard Castle Cemetery
June 2nd

Ishbel Orr Shaw (76)

Holly Lodge Care Home, Shildon

Service at home followed by interment
June 11th

George Kenneth Stainsby Wilson (83) 3, Raby Avenue

Your goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life
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PMC update ‘Lockdown’ has seen the PMC group meeting

regularly via ‘Zoom’ to continue the discipline of ‘Dwelling in the word’.
The aim of which is to listen for the voice of God through His word and
each other. The passage we have been considering has been
2 Corinthians 4:1-12 as mentioned in the May copy of The Pilgrim and
expounded by Sarah in the June magazine.
On Saturday 13th June, the PMC group joined other groups from around
the Diocese at a ‘cluster’ event [again on ‘Zoom’], to listen to what God
was saying to His church through His word and to hear about
experiences of how God had been working through them and their
communities since our last meeting in March.

It was encouraging that over sixty people attended the meeting. We
were asked to consider the question ‘Where might God be leading us
through this season of change?’ in relation to our society; our
experience of the faithful; and to think about what the bible and tradition
may have to say about our experiences.
From the feedback at the end, it was evident that it had been a positive
event. It seemed clear that the church had adapted very quickly to using
technology, which many had seen as being very positive and something
that could be embraced in the future. Equally, the need to find ways to
engage and re connect with those who have not been able to partake in
virtual church for whatever reason was discussed as well.
We were reminded that God is very much concerned and present in His
world today as He ever has been.
Beverley

Only in America!
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Worship during the pandemic
If you have access to the internet we are holding short services online
at 10.00am on Wednesdays and 4.00pm on Sundays via ‘Zoom’. To be
involved you need an invitation: contact the vicar by email
(Alec.Harding@durham.anglican.org) to be added to the invitation list.
As the Government regulations are eased it may (hopefully) be possible
to conduct public worship in our churches once again. However, physical
distancing measures will be in place, many folk will continue to be
‘shielding’ and, as yet, it is not permitted to sing in church (for fear of
increasing Covid 19 transmission) to use service or hymn books or
celebrate Holy Communion: it looks as if we will have to re-invent how
and when we worship for the time being.
Did you know..? You don’t need to be ‘on Facebook’ to access the
wealth of material available from churches (our own included) via
Facebook? Use Google and simply type in St. Mary’s Barnard Castle
Facebook to get to our page. Similarly, you can access the Church of
England, Durham Cathedral or a whole myriad of sites this way which
offer different approaches to worship. And don’t forget
The BBC's Daily Service, Sunday Worship & radio programmes and TV’s
‘Songs of Praise’. You can use your TV to access both radio and TV
programmes and to find them on ‘catch up’.
Church funerals: it may soon be possible to conduct funeral services in
church but families should be aware that the numbers attending these
services will be severely limited under current government guidelines
Graveside or cremation services are permitted but again with extremely
limited attendance: funeral directors and clergy will be able to advise as
Government guidance changes.
For families affected we will aim to hold memorial services for their loved
ones (possibly bringing together a number of families) once we are free
of the pandemic so that a more public memorial can be made.
We aim to publish prayers on our FaceBook page on the day of any
funeral and (digitally) provide prayers for those unable
to attend a service.
Guidance concerning baptisms and weddings is currently under review.
To enquire about these services, contact the vicar.
They always say start at the bottom if you want to learn something.
But suppose you want to learn to swim?
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Well I never! Barnard Castle Brass Band concerts sometimes

include the hymn Nearer my God to thee. It is still a popular hymn and –
believe it or not - has appeared in 2175 different hymn books around the
world. The words were written in 1841 by Sarah Flowers Adams (18051848) from Harlow in Essex. She wrote many hymns, but this is the only
one remembered in this country. Her parents died young and so she and
her sister became wards of a family friend, the Revd William Fox, a
Unitarian minister in Finsbury. One Sunday afternoon, Fox remarked that
he planned to preach on Jacob’s dream (Genesis 28) that evening.
Sarah asked ‘Is there a hymn about Jacob’s dream with which to end the
service?’ – to which Fox replied that he thought not. And so she sat down
there and then and penned this hymn. But what of the tune?

There are references to nineteen different tunes, but three are
particularly well known. Probably the most familiar in this country is
Horbury, written in 1861 by J.B Dykes, a writer of hymn tunes, who was
vicar of St Oswald’s Church Durham. The second, more familiar in the
rest of the world, is Bethany by an American called Lowell Mason.
Finally, Sir Arthur Sullivan of Gilbert and Sullivan fame, wrote Propior
Deo in 1872 and this was favoured by Methodists of that time.
The tune for any hymn is so important –
when we list our favourite hymns it is
often the tune that has caught the
imagination. There is one particular story
here which is of interest; it is said that the
last music that the band played before
the Titanic slipped below the waves was
this hymn. But which tune? The debate
that has gone on for years!
The famous 1958 film A Night to
Remember starring Kenneth Moore has
them playing Horbury; other films feature
the American tune Bethany. The
bandmaster was called Wallace Hartley
who was from Colne in Lancashire;
coming from a Methodist family it is
suggested that he would be most familiar
with Sullivan’s tune. His body was
recovered (as was his violin) and on his memorial in his home town there
are the opening notes from Propior Deo. Having said that, a memorial in
Southampton to all the band members has some notes from Horbury!!
A final bizarre fact. The American CNN News have a recording of this
hymn to be played when the world ends. Really! The tune? Bethany.
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CHURCH CONTACTS
Bellringers:
Electoral Roll Officer:
First Friday Group:

Helen Scott (690169)
John Trevett (660064)
Lesley Taylor (631716) or
Theresa Atkinson (638213)
Flower Guild:
Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908)
Friends of St Mary's:
Pauline Hanby (630102)
Junior Church:
Kim Harding (637018)
Magazine Production:
Geoff Lowson 07771997184
Magazine Distribution
Helen Scott (690169)
Magazine Advertising:
Frances Stenlake (637334)
Mothers’ Union:
Sandra Sumner (690041)
Music
Annette Butters 07411825230
Parish Hall Association Secretary: Peter Wise (637904)
Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):
Kim Harding (637018)
Wednesday Morning Coffee:
Frances Stenlake (637334)

The Friends of
Richardson Hospital
The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing
support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment
within Richardson Hospital and the local community.
Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at
Richardson Hospital.

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500

Registered Charity No. 511303

PLEASE NOTE
The August issue of The Pilgrim will be available on July 30th. The last
date for copy is Thursday 23rd July . Items, please, to Geoff Lowson,
galowson@tiscali.co.uk
The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279
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01833 605062

24

