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Redwell Garage 

 

 

EXHAUSTS Å TYRES Å 

BATTERIES 

All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 

 

Redwell 

Garage 

Barnard Castle 

 

Tel: 01833 637341 

Fax: 01833 631888 

 

MAUDEôS 
COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS 

Prop: Stephen Maude 

 

FOR ALL YOUR  

TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS: 

MINI COACHES & COACHES 

 

 

 

 
 

REDWELL GARAGE 

BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone 01833 637341 

Fax 01833 631888 

Pirelli Dunlop 

The Decor and 
 Carpet Centre 

 

For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING, 

FABRICS, TILES  
and much, much more. 

 

Now in our 33rd year 
 

Allen Jenkins 
87 Montalbo Road, 

 Barnard Castle DL12 8BP 
 

Tel: 01833 690009 

 

Gordon Brownless 

& Son 
 

Funeral Directors 
 

Chapel of rest 
 

Floral tributes 
 

Catering  

      Arranged 
 

Tel 01833 638655 
Day or Night 



 

3 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE  

  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Main Service   

  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families  
  

WHORLTON  

  9.00 a.m. on 2
nd
 Sunday  4.00pm on the 4

th
 Sundays  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VICAR:      Revd Canon Alec Harding , The Vicarage,
 

    Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST      637018 

  CURATE:      Revd Sarah Cliff   17, Mayfield,  

                        Barnard Castle  DL12 8EA                         316076 
                            

READERS:    Astley Fenwick                                           637392 

          David Walker                                              650396 
                        READER Emeritus:  David Blakely 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: 

                              Annette Butters                07411 825230 
 

CHURCHWARDENS: Allan Jones               07747 825309 

   Roy Long                  690170 

                                    Joan Kemp Ambler      638908 
 

PCC SECRETARY:     David Walker             650396 

TREASURER:              

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY:  

          Stephen Guy   07403 264857  or sg27@btinternet.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK:         https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-                       

   Barnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other contacts please see page 23 

For arrangements at the moment 
Please see page 18 

Safeguarding  The Parish Safeguarding Officer is Beverley Pilcher.  
The full policy is displayed in the church and is on the home page of the 
church web site.  01833 - 690663  
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                                          Alec writes éé 
 
Dear All, 
 

Iôm not sure whether I was cross or just disappointed on a recent  
holiday. Kim and I had managed to book a week away near Shaftesbury 
as lockdown eased. The weather was great: such a change after a cold 
and wet May. Our holiday cottage was comfortable and the countryside 
around us was rich in colour. 
 

Many of you will know that a óHarding holidayô consists of three things: 
books, coffee shops and churches. We took plenty of books with usé
and found yet more in many a bookshop. Coffee shops were open and  
welcomingébut churches? Oh dear: at one point it was beginning to 
seem as if only churches that had been closed and were in the care of 
the óClosed Churches Trustô were open to visitors, whilst churches  
serving lively parishes all had their doors barred against visitors. Some, 
it was clear, have not been open at all for Sunday worship let alone  
private prayer since March 2020 ð 15 months! 
 

We take for granted the fact that we can 
keep our church open every day and, at 
Whorlton, visitors are directed to how they 
can access a key if the door is locked.  
Joining in a conversation (in a coffee shop!) 
in which another visitor was asking a ólocalô 
which churches were open, we couldnôt 
help but feel for the parishioner, who      
bewailed being denied access to what he 
saw as his church. It seemed bizarre to me 
that churches with notices on their doors 
proclaiming themselves to be inclusive and 
welcoming had actually locked the door 
against all-comers and could only be     
accessed through a digital device. 
 

You can, perhaps, sense how cross I 
waséand disappointed. But I was also 
grateful that we live in a part of the word 
where we suffer little vandalism or theft and that, deep in the heart of 
the church community, there is a sense that the buildings entrusted to 
our care actually belong to everyone in the parish. It is not always easy 
for my colleagues elsewhere to open their church doors (I accept that) 
but we lose so much by not doing so and Iôm not sure we can claim truly 
to be óThe Church of Englandô unless we do. 
                                                                    Alec 



 

5 

 

 

 

ABBEYFIELD HOUSE  

BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD 

Supported Living for the Over 55ôs 

A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your own 

self-contained space.  We have a small team of staff providing 

home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly face.  Rent 

is inclusive of all utilities and services other than your phone 

line. 

Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit. 

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com 01833 638116 

The Stories behind the Windows:  A study group for July. 
 

A summerôs evening. Light shining through the stained glass of an  
ancient church: What could be more pleasant? 
 

On Thursday evenings in July (1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th) we will lead a 
short study in Barney Parish Church that will focus on some of the Bible 
stories portrayed in the stained glass. The meetings will be held from 
7.00pm ï 8.00pm and are open 
to all. 
 

We will have the chance to look 
a little more closely at the  
windows, learn a little about 
those to whom they are  
dedicated, read and discuss the 
bible passage they represent 
and then close our time with a 
short act of worship.  
 

This will be our first óin personô 
study group since the pandemic began. Why not give it a go?       
          Alec 

mailto:abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com
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Saints but not ôSaintsõ Bishop Brooke Foss Westcott (1824-1901)    
 

July 27th        Priest, Scholar, Reformer 
 

Born in Birmingham, Westcott attended the King Edward 
VI School before going to Trinity College Cambridge, 
where he excelled in both Mathematics and Classics. He  
graduated with a double first in 1848 and taught in the  
university for three years. 
 

Although he struggled with his faith, his religious awareness developed 
during his undergraduate years and he was ordained 
in 1851, after which he went to teach at Harrow 
School and remained there for 19 years. During that 
time, he continued to study and published several very 
influential books.  
 

In 1870 he returned to Cambridge University as  
Professor of Divinity. During these years, in addition to 
his teaching and scholarly work, there were three  
particular things for which he is remembered.  
 

First ï until 1871, there were compulsory religious 
tests for anyone entering Cambridge; their abolition that year meant that 
the relationship between the Church of England and the university had to 
be adjusted. Westcott led the way on this, arguing that the university still 
had a central religious role in the life of the nation by providing a broad  
education which embraced old and new knowledge. Second, he was the 
leading figure in the establishment of a more structured training for clergy; 
in 1881 he established a new training school in Cambridge which exists to 
this day ï it is called Westcott House. Third, he had a great interest in 
overseas mission and, in particular, the work of SPG (now USPG). With  
others, he helped to establish the Cambridge Mission to Delhi in 1877.   
 

In 1884 he was made a canon of Westminster, where he remained until 
1891 when he became Bishop of Durham; his schoolfriend and Cambridge 
friend J.B.Lightfoot was his predecessor.  
 

Westcott was a Christian Socialist and this came to the fore at Durham as 
he negotiated with striking miners and brought together employers, trades 
union representatives and people involved in the life of the community. ,  
 

He married Sarah Whithard in 1852; they had three daughters and seven 
sons, three of who were ordained and two became bishops in India 
through SPG. 
 

His last sermon was preached at the Miners Gala in the cathedral on July 
20th. 1901. He died on July 27th and is buried in Auckland Chapel.   
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Pause for thought!  What sort of future? Prof. Sara  

Gonzalez of Leeds University has been leading a study on local markets 
and she notes ñPeople who regularly shop at local markets get something 
else besides their purchases ï company! Their value is not just about 
good produce at good prices to feed stomachs - it's about regular human 
contact and interactions that feed the soulò  
 

At the height of the pandemic, she spoke to traders in Newcastle's  
Grainger Market, who had attended a regular customer's funeral,         
including a bookstall holder who delivered books to regulars he knew   
relied on the social connection. "A lot of the die-hard regulars look at you 
as more of a friend than a trader", he said.  Prof Gonzalez and her team 
fear these groups are being excluded from council redevelopment plans, 
because there is no way to measure or make a profit from the valuable 
sociable interactions markets provide for local communities. Instead,   
regeneration plans have focused on higher-end, higher-priced offerings. 
"We want local authorities to think about the market not as a property  
asset but as a community asset." she said.                            Source BBC  

 

When all these restrictions come to an end, 
a gift to be reclaimed joyfully is the physical 
proximity of Christians and the sacramental 
life of the Church. In the past year, there 
have been important advances in online 
prayer, study, and pastoral support; but, as 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer reminds us in his classic 
work on the Christian community, ñLife     

Togetherò, our physical closeness to one another is a wonderful and     
irreplaceable sign of Godôs presence: ñThe believer . . . lauds the Creator, 
the Redeemer, God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit for the bodily presence 
of a brother or sister. The prisoner, the sick person, the Christian in exile 
sees in the companionship of a fellow Christian a physical sign of the   
glorious presence of the triune God.ò   Source: Church Times 
 

Another gift ... as restrictions are further lifted, we will gain a new delight 
in the song of the Church, sensing how integral it is to Christian worship: 
a perception shared, despite their very different musical styles, by many 
Orthodox and Evangelical Christians. 
 

ñHow intensely I was moved by the lovely harmonies of your singing 
Church!ò wrote one famous convert. For St Augustine of Hippo, singing 
was no optional extra but central, because it moves us to love; and love is 
the power that impels us wherever we go. His well-known teaching that ñif 
we receive the eucharist worthily, we become what we receiveò is 
matched by a perception that, as we sing praise to God, ñthe singer    
himself is the praise contained in the song.ò         Source:  Church Times  
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Well I never!  A dear friend of long 

standing lives in the village of Dufton near 
Appleby; he is involved in the church 
there and has been doing a bit of  
research into the building. He sent me  
an email the other day which is both  
interesting and amusing. Editor 
 

The present organ was installed by the organist, Leigh Harding and PCC 
treasurer Michael Bryan to replace a harmonium. It was originally built for 

Spofforth Methodist Church near Harrogate. The  
upper part of the main case is thought to be 19th 
Century, probably from a chamber organ; the rest is 
more recent. The pipes and soundboard are from a 
Victorian organ dating from about 1880 whilst most 
of the mechanism is new. Most of the pipework is 
thought to have come from an instrument built by the 
Manchester firm of Thorold and Smith, though some 
of the pipes belonging to the Open Diapason are 
older. The fifteenth stop was replaced with pipes 
from the 1870 organ, formerly in St Maryôs Barnard 

Castle, built by Brindley and Foster of Sheffield. The pedal organ was 
from a school chapel organ in Lancaster of about 1888 made by the  
Kendal firm of Wilkinson.   
 

It seems that our instrument is best described as a mongrel, or collection 
of spare bits and pieces.  I'm assuming that the St Mary's mentioned is 
yours? 
 

For those wondering ï a ófifteenth stopô sounds fifteen notes (two  
octaves) above the note you press; that is one of the ways you add  
brightness to the overall organ sound. So now you know!  

Christian Aid July 2021 update Although this year was  

basically a deliver-only approach to the Christian Aid street collection, 
some deliverers did receive a handful of filled envelopes through their 
letter boxes. We also had the 2 collection boxes that the Co-op kindly 
agreed to keep near their tills during the week. 
 

Counting of these took place at the beginning of June and we received 
Ã203.09. I have not heard about Barnard Castle totals yet. 

 

Many thanks to everyone who has been able to make  
donations, or help deliver envelopes this year.   
                                             Best wishes, 
       Helen Scott   
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News from the belfry We heard on 14th June 

that we had to spend four more weeks under the same 
restrictions as those highlighted on 17th May. Thus, four 
bells will continue to be rung for services and weddings 
until these restrictions are removed; we have done this 
every Sunday since 23rd May, from 9.40-10am. It has 
been great to see people again and good to be able to 
ring for services. 
 

On Monday 14th June, Caroline and I met at the tower at 7pm to ring for 
the fourth anniversary of the Grenfell Tower fire. Alec and Sarah were 
recording the event, saying prayers and reading a psalm, as  
Caroline tolled the tenor bell 72 times, once for each victim of the fire. 
After a two minute silence, the tenor was tolled 4 more times, marking 
the 4 years that have passed since the disaster. 
 

The recording can be seen on:  
https://www.facebook.com/432786520147183/
videos/1000140850727637/  and the Bellboard record of the event can 
be found here:  https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1448772 
 

Whilst we were in the tower, the remaining ringers involved in The  
Ringing Room rang a 72 change touch of Plain Bob Minor to mark the 
day: 
72 Plain Bob Minor 1-Anthea Enzor  (Heighington) 2-Alastair Lunn (C) 
(Richmond) 3-Helen Piercy-Mycock (York) 4-Fiona Cooper (Barnard 
Castle) 5ï6-Chris Enzor  (Heighington) Rung in memory of those lives 
lost in Grenfell Tower four years ago. 
 

There was a Southern District Meeting on Saturday 19th June and the 
first wedding of the year to ring for was on Tuesday 29th June at 2pm.   
 

On Monday 5th July 2021 the first NHS, Social Care and Frontline  
Workersô Day takes place, to show our gratitude to all health and social 
care workers and front-line staff after one of the toughest years in the  
73-year history of the NHS. There will be events taking place throughout 
the day, culminating with óClapping for our Heroesô and the ringing of 
church bells at 8pm. Bells are expected to be rung 73 times, once for 
every year of the NHS, or for a set time. We hope to be able to join in 
with this important act of appreciation. 
      Helen Scott 

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.  
óThe sermon tonight: óSearching for Jesus.' 

If you think swimming with dolphins is expensive ï try  
swimming with sharks! That costs an arm and a leg. 

https://www.facebook.com/432786520147183/videos/1000140850727637/
https://www.facebook.com/432786520147183/videos/1000140850727637/
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=1448772
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We need a Team 
 

At its meeting in June the church 
council decided to create a series of 
Teams to engage with different areas 
of church life. There are so many 
things going on in the parish and such 
a wide variety of gifts in our  
congregations that it seems important 
for us to find better ways of  
channelling our energies. Members of the PCC will serve on these 
teams but they are also open to others who may feel able to contribute. 
Some teams may need to meet frequently, others just occasionally. 
 

So far we have identified the need for Teams to hold briefs for: Building 
and Fabric; Finance and Stewardship; Social and Fundraising; Music; 
Worship; Eco Church; Pastoral; Children and Young People;  
Communications; Heritage; Whorlton Church. 
 

Team leaders have been put in place. And a series of ófirst meetingsô 
are taking place to scope each teamôs work. If youôd like to put yourself 
forward to be involved please contact the Vicaré.but a team leader 
may well be contacting you soon with a personal invitation to get  
involved. We hope that youôll say óYesô. 
 

Youôll notice that óMissionô doesnôt feature. This is because we donôt 
want mission to be something done by others on behalf of the rest of 
the church: rather, we will, in time, be asking all the teams to see how 
they contribute to our mission in this place. 

Alec 

True story. After a forest fire in Yellowstone National Park, a  

ranger found a bird literally petrified in ashes at the base of a tree. 
Somewhat sickened by the sight, he knocked the bird over with a stick. 
As he struck it, three tiny chicks scurried from under their dead mother's 
wings. The mother, keenly aware of impending disaster, had carried her 
offspring to the base of the tree and had gathered them under her 
wings, instinctively knowing that the toxic smoke would rise. She could 
have flown to safety but had refused to abandon her babies. The blaze 
had arrived but the mother had remained steadfast....because she had 
been willing to die so that those under the cover of her wings would live.  

A  theological student called Fiddle, refused to accept his degree. 
óItôs bad enough to be Fiddleô he said, ówithout being Fiddle D.D.ô 
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From the registers 
Baptism  

 

May 30th Philippa Coral Johnston, 22 Kinghorne Road 
  

I will pour out my spirit on your offspring  
and my blessing upon your children 

 

Funerals 
 

Service in church followed by interment 
 

June 10th Freda Nelson (86) Beaconsfield Court Care Home 
 

Service in church followed by committal  
at Darlington Crematorium 

June 16th  Paul Stancill (65) 4, George Street 
 

Service and committal in Whorlton Church  
followed by cremation 

June 7th Michael (Mick) Woodward (86) Rose Cottage, Whorlton 
 

Service and committal at Wear Valley Crematorium 
 

June 15th  Anne Kathleen Beatty Lamb (84) 
  Middleton Hall Care Home, Formerly Park Terrace 

 

Who can separate us from the love of Christ? 
 
 

We aim to publish prayers on our FaceBook page on the day of any        
funeral and (digitally) provide prayers for those  

unable to attend a service. 

 
 Warm Summer Sun 
 

  Warm summer sun, 
       Shine kindly here, 
  Warm southern wind, 
       Blow softly here. 
  Green sod above, 
       Lie light, lie light. 
  Good night, dear heart, 
       Good night, good night. 
 

                           Mark Twain  


