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Redwell Garage

COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS
Prop: Stephen Maude
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REDWELL GARAGE
BARNARD CASTLE
Telephone 01833 637341
Fax 01833 631888

Tel: 01833 637341
Fax: 01833 631888

The Decor and
Carpet Centre
For a full home
interior service

FUNERAL
DIRECTOR

Come in and see our selection of
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING,
FABRICS, TILES
and much, much more.

CHAPEL OF
REST
FLORAL
TRIBUTES

Now in our 33rd year

CATERING
ARRANGED

Allen Jenkins
87 Montalbo Road,
Barnard Castle DL12 8BP
Tel: 01833 690009

Tel: 01833 638655 day
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SUNDAY SERVICES
BARNARD CASTLE
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.30 a.m. Main Service (for details see monthly calendar page)
4.00 p.m. The Four o'clock Service for young families
Please check calendar
WHORLTON
9.00 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays Holy Communion
VICAR:
CURATE

*******************
Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage,
Parsons Lonnen, Newgate DL12 8ST (637018)
The Revd Sarah Cliff BA (Hons) 17, Mayfield’
Barnard Castle DL12 8EA
(316076)

READERS

Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng (637392)
David Walker BA (Hons), B.ThM CPFA (650396)
READER Emeritus: David Blakely MA
*******************

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
:
Annette Butters GLCM (Hons)
CHURCHWARDENS: Sandra Sumner (690041),
John R Moore (07793756129),
Bob Ward (630163)
PCC SECRETARY: David Walker (650396)
TREASURER:
Robert Stenlake (637334)
*******************

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen
Guy (0740 3264857) or sg27@btinternet.com
*******************

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk
FACEBOOK:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-MarysBarnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts
please see page 23
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Sarah writes …..
Dear All,
Many people have asked me what It has been like to a be a curate in
these strange times. I would have to say it is probably not much
different from being a teacher or a driver, a student or being retired – it’s
both strange and new.
We have all had to adapt to lifestyle changes that the current situation
has imposed on us. Changes to working practices, more IT, frustration
at times, confusion at other times too. Moving away from my family
means I cannot see them so often, but we are all suffering that painful
separation; even if they live only a few streets away. We are lucky that it
is possible, with technology willing, to stay in contact with many of the
parishioners by phone, Zoom and email but it is most certainly not the
same as face to face contact; and it excludes those who are not able to
access those services—for whatever reason.
Being ordained and wearing a clerical collar certainly does not keep us
immune from the roller coaster of emotions that we have been
experiencing as a worldwide population. As we often say in Baptism
services (and oh! how I am missing those), as Christians we are not
exempt from times of great difficulty, illness or bereavement. But, what
we can say with certainty is that God does not leave us, we have a
promise that through Jesus we have been assured of our Father’s love.
The words of St Paul, in his letter to the fledgling Church in Rome, are
often used in a funeral service;
‘

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’
When life is made difficult through grief, pain, fear or isolation, the
knowledge of that unshakable bond is something precious to focus on.
This pearl beyond price is given though him who wept at his friend’s
grave; who knew separation from his family and finally pain and death.
But through his resurrection and ascension we know that the God who
knows our thoughts and fears is the God who is mighty and unchanging.
As you walk or garden, worry or just sit, there is no better time to speak
to Our Father without the need for Zoom or intermittent internet. Be honest with him and be ready to listen and recognise his reply in whatever
surprising way it may be revealed to you.
Stay Safe.

Sarah
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Happy Faces at Green Lane
The children of key workers and some
others are in school. ‘Thank you’ to Mr Goffee and staff for all their work.
A bean feast!

Fancy a pancake?
Artist at work.

Pause for thought God calls us to be
partners: to work for a new kind of society where
people count; where people matter more than
things, more than possessions; where human
life is not just respected but positively revered;
where people will be secure and not suffer from
the fear of hunger, from ignorance, from
disease; where there will be more gentleness, more caring, more
compassion, more laughter; where there is peace and not war.
Desmond Tutu
I find Russian dolls irritating - they’re so full of themselves.
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Saints but not ‘Saints’
Samuel and Henrietta Barnett, Social Reformers
17 June -- Commemoration
Samuel Augustus Barnett was born in Bristol in 1844; he
was educated at home and then Wadham College
Oxford. He taught for a while at Winchester College before visting
America. In 1867 he was ordained and in 1873 became vicar of St
Jude's Whitechapel. That same year he married Henrietta Rowland - she
was a daughter of Alexander and Henrietta Rowland and was born in
Clapham on 4th May 1851. Henrietta worked with and was greatly
influenced by the social reformer Octavia Hill.
Samuel and Henrietta remained at St Jude’s for twenty one years and in
that time worked tirelessly to improve the education and welfare of the
poor in the deprived east end of London.
The achieved many things, but here are
just three. Firstly, they were responsible
for the establishment of University
Settlements. These were places where
richer students could live alongside, learn
about and contribute to the welfare of
much poorer communities – in
Henrietta’s words: 'to learn as much as to
teach; to receive as much to give'. The
Barnetts built Toynbee Hall next to St
Jude’s Church as the first example of a
University Settlement. Secondly, they
built Whitechapel Art Gallery, the notion
being to give a deprived community to
opportunity to see fine art. Thirdly,
Henrietta was the inspiration behind
Hampstead Garden Suburb, a
community where rich and poor could live side by side; there should be a
low housing density; roads should be wide and tree-lined; houses should
be separated by hedges, not walls and woods and public gardens should
be free to all.
Whilst Samuel went on to other positions within the church (including
being on the staff at Westminster Abbey), his devotion to social reform
remained undimmed. He died on June 17 1913; Henrietta lived until June
1936. She was made a Dame of the British Empire in 1924.
They are buried together in Hove near Brighton. They did not have any
children but adopted their ward, Dorothy Woods.
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Test your knowledge again
—just for fun!
1 How many books in the Old
Testament?

………………...

2 In what language was the Old Testament written?

………………...

3 On what day of Creation did God create man?

………………...

4 How many sons did Jacob (Israel) have?

………………...

5 Who (according to tradition) wrote the first five
books of the Old Testament?

………………...

6 What was the first bird that Noah let out of the ark? ………………...
7 What was the name of Joseph’s youngest brother? …………………
8 On what mountain did Moses receive the law from
God?

………………...

9 Who did Samuel anoint as the first King of Israel?

………………...
………………...

11 Who betrayed Samson to the Philistines?

………………..

12 What gift did King Solomon ask for from God?

………………..

13 Who wrote this line “The Lord is my Shepherd, I
shall not want”?

……………...

14 Who was Ruth’s mother-in-law?

………………...

15 Who was thrown into a lions’ den by King Darius?

………………..

16 Which prophet was swallowed by a fish?

………………..

17 In which prophecy do we read about the valley of
dry bones?

……………….

18 What did God ask Abraham to sacrifice to him on
Mount Moriah?

……………….

19 What did Joseph’s brothers do to Joseph?

……………...

20 Who was Moses’ successor after his death?

……………..
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Answers Page 11

10 How did David defeat Goliath?

To Barnard Castle via Malaya and California
For twenty years, I lived in a rural community fifty miles north of San
Francisco. The landscape was rugged and beautiful: forested hills
separated by rivers rushing over bare rock. I lived an outdoor life and
loved it.
I returned to England and settled in North Yorkshire. Finding suitable
work and accommodation was difficult and life didn’t feel quite right. One
day, a Quaker friend gave me an Eggleston Hall Gardens brochure
saying that she thought I would like Teesdale. Its front cover, a young girl
in the walled garden, triggered a strong childhood memory of The Secret
Garden, a popular 1960s book written by Frances Hodgson Burnett.
It is a potent story of transformation and renewal that had captured my
young heart. Ten-year-old Mary finds a key to a secret neglected garden,
and she brings it to life whilst improving
her plight and that of Colin, a disabled
boy.
Have you ever had a moment where
time slows down, a feeling of gravitas
comes over you and you know that
something significant is laid before you?
I have had a handful of such moments
and receiving this brochure was one of
them.
I felt immediately at home in Teesdale.
Its farm markets reminded me of my
childhood in Malaya and later in an
Oxfordshire market town. I relished
walking the pastures, moors and
meadows and volunteered with several
land restoration projects. I absorbed
northern friendliness and frankness
which I had also encountered in
northern California. After a life travelling as an Army child, Teesdale
people’s sense of their history and belonging engaged me. Teesdale was
the key that turned the lock.
Events out of my control delayed my coming here for eight years – job
scarcity in shrinking public services - care for my mother in her last years.
But I kept my resolve and became a Teesdale resident in 2017. The rest
is my Teesdale history, a major part of which includes involvement in St
Mary’s Community Orchestra and Choir.
Celia Chapple
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Behind the scaffolding

Before….. weathered
stonework has been
carefully cut out of one of
the clearstory tracery
Windows.

And after … some
new tracery stones
have been carved and
refitted and “Paired in”
to match the existing
material. Here, the
central ‘Y’ stone is a
reused existing stone
with the 3 stones
touching it being new.

And finally …. stonemason
Kenny Ford does some
finishing touches such as Lime
repointing and so on.
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My Favourite Things In these troubling times I have been

reminded of the scene in The Sound of Music when the children are
frightened by a thunderstorm and Maria sings the song ‘My Favourite
Things’ to help them cope when they are scared. With that in mind here
are a few of my Favourite Things!
I seem to have a very sensitive nose and I can smell when
somethings ‘off’ way ahead of the rest of the family. When it
comes to nice smells I have many favourites, fresh basil,
old roses, the air after a rain shower and I love the smell of
washing powder; it takes me right back to being little and
going with my Nanna to the launderette.
Perhaps it’s because I’m from Darlington, but I love
steam engines. As a child I loved Revd. Awdry’s
Railway Series – later rebranded and monopolised
by the fussy and cheeky Thomas the Tank Engine
(I much prefer Henry and Percy!) The sight, smell
and noise of a steam engine up close brings tears of
happiness to my eyes.
Shoes! I am much better than I was, but I love shoes and boots of all
colours. In our old home I had a dedicated shoe
cupboard for my then collection. One style, a 3-inch almond toe court
from M&S, was my go-to purchase – with 12 different colours and
patterns of the same shoe. As a curate in a market town they don’t get
many outings now. I was going to wear something sparkly for Easter
Sunday – next year perhaps!
I love a garden and my favourites are usually
walled gardens. The extra dimension of the
vertical walls and the texture of brick, stone
or render gives the garden an added magic. I
am drawn to Arabic styled gardens and
courtyards with their central water features
but at the moment I will do my best to bring
the exotic and tranquil to the gardens in
Mayfield.
I could go on but my final things are waterfalls and cathedrals; of which
we have two great examples in County Durham. High Force: the mighty
power of the waterfall is mesmerising; it charges the air and the
combination of sight, sound and smell are intoxicating. And Durham
Cathedral; its symbolism as mother church to the people of the North
East makes it a very special place for me.
Sarah
10

Mothers’ Union to the rescue
Although MU branches are obviously not able to meet,
activities are going on behind the scenes. One request from
staff in hospitals was
for Scrub Bags –
bags into which they could place
their own clothing and keep it
separate and safe. This reduces
the risk of infection in the home,
protecting key worker’s families
and households. One branch in
York Diocese produced 200
bags. Not bad going!

Worship during the pandemic
A form of daily prayer for those who cannot access materially digitally
is included in this month’s The Pilgrim. If you have access to the
internet we are holding short services online at 10.00am on
Wednesdays and 4.00pm on Sundays via Zoom. To be involved you
need an invitation: contact the vicar by email
(Alec.Harding@durham.anglican.org) to be added to the invitation list.
Did you know..? You don’t need to be ‘on Facebook’ to access the
wealth of material available from churches (our own included) via Facebook? Use Google and simply type in St. Mary’s Barnard Castle Facebook to get to our page. Similarly, you can access the Church of
England, Durham Cathedral or a whole myriad of sites this way which
offer different approaches to worship …and don’t forget
The BBC's Daily Service, Sunday Worship & radio programmes and
TV’s ‘Songs of Praise’. You can use your TV to access both radio and
TV programmes and to find them on ‘catch up’.
This guy said 'I'm going to chop off the bottom of one of your trouser
legs and put it in a library. ' I thought 'That's a turn-up for the books.’

Quiz answers (1) 39 (2) Hebrew (3) Six (4) 12 (5) Moses (6) Raven
(7) Benjamin (8) Mount Sinai (9) Saul (10) Sling and stone (11) Delilah
(12) Wisdom (13) King David (14) Naomi (15) Daniel (16) Jonah
(17) Ezekiel (18) His only son (19) Sold him into slavery (20) Joshua
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Daily Prayer

How can I pray? If you don’t have access to online
resources here’s a suggestion based on a simple daily pattern. Suggested
psalms and readings are given in the table: all you need is a bible (don’t be
frightened to use the index to find the bible passages!) and a hymn book (if
you fancy singing)
Alec
Opening words of praise
O Lord, open our lips and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Hear my prayer O Lord and give ear to my cry
A psalm or a hymn

Best said/sung out loud

A bible reading:

See the table opposite

Silent prayer

Time to think and reflect

The Collect for the week

Following pages

The Lord’s Prayer
Closing words of praise:
May God our Redeemer show us compassion and love. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Collects: The Sunday Collect is used during the week unless superseded
by that for a Feast day
1st June: The Visitation Mighty God, by whose grace Elizabeth rejoiced
with Mary and greeted her as the mother of the Lord: look with favour on
your lowly servants that, with Mary, we may magnify your holy name and
rejoice to acclaim her Son our Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

For weekdays following Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us
your holy fire; strengthen your children with the gift of faith, revive your
Church with the breath of love, and renew the face of the earth, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
7th

Trinity Sunday Almighty and everlasting
God, you have given us your servants grace, by
the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the
glory of the eternal Trinity and in the power of the
divine majesty to worship the Unity: keep us
steadfast in this faith, that we may evermore be
defended from all adversities; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord.
12

13

113
Luke 1:39-49
16
2 Peter 3:11-end
2
2 Timothy 1:1-3,6-12
81
2:8-15
112
3:10-end
130
4:1-8
8
28:16-20

June 1
65
5:1-12
3.11-25
5:13-16
44
5:17-19
116.10-end
John 6:51-58
112
Acts 11:19-end
131
5:33-37
34
9:35-10.8

June 8th
104.26-end
5:38-42
36
5:43-end
45
6:1-6,16-18
101
6:7-15
123
6:19-23
138
6:24-end
115.1-13
10:24-39

June 15th
50.1-15
7:1-5
39
7:6,12-14
85.7-end
Luke 1:57-66,80
107.1-16
7:21-end
124
8:1-4
139
8:5-17
116
10:40-end

June 22nd

1st
11th
12th

7th Trinity Sunday
The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth
Day of thanksgiving for the Institution of Holy Communion (Corpus Christi)
24th The Birth of John the Baptist 29th Peter and Paul, Apostles
Barnabas the Apostle

125
16:13-19
17.1-8
8:23-27

June 29th

From St Matthew’s Gospel unless otherwise stated. The Psalms are shown in red.

Feast Days are marked in yellow: psalms, readings and collects mark these days

Sunday

Saturday

Friday

Thursday

W’day

Tuesday

Monday

Week
beginning

Readings.

11th Corpus Christi Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that in this
wonderful sacrament you have given us the memorial of your passion: grant
us so to reverence the sacred mysteries of your body and blood that we
may know within ourselves and show forth in our lives the fruits of your
redemption; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
12th St. Barnabas Bountiful God, giver of all gifts, who poured your Spirit
upon your servant Barnabas and gave him grace to encourage others: help
us, by his example, to be generous in our judgements and unselfish in our
service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
14th First Sunday after Trinity O God, the strength of all those who put
their trust in you, mercifully accept our prayers and, because through the
weakness of our mortal nature we can do no good thing without you, grant
us the help of your grace, that in the keeping of your commandments we
may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord.
21st Second Sunday after Trinity Lord, you have taught us that all our
doings without love are nothing worth: send your Holy Spirit and pour into
our hearts that most excellent gift of love, the true bond of peace and of all
virtues, without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. Grant this
for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

24th The Birth of John the Baptist
Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist
was wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the way of your Son our Saviour
by the preaching of repentance: lead us to repent according to his preaching
and, after his example, constantly to speak the truth, boldly to rebuke vice,
and patiently to suffer for the truth’s sake; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord.
28th Third Sunday after Trinity Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts whereby we
call you Father: give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, that
we and all creation may be brought to the glorious liberty of the children of
God; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
29th Peter & Paul, Apostles Almighty God, whose blessed apostles
Peter and Paul glorified you in their death as in their life: grant that your
Church, inspired by their teaching and example, and made one by your
Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever.

“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tyre?” Corrie Ten Boom
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Looking beyond the Covid 19 lockdown… As with so many

other areas of life, questions about how the church will emerge from the
enforced ‘lockdown’ are hard to answer; but the difficult work of
re-imagining our common life both with (and beyond) Covid 19 must
engage us all. Every parish is being asked to create a small group to
begin this process.
Churches are currently closed to public access. Some easing of
emergency regulations has recently allowed vicars and/or church officers
to check on their buildings as there had been a fear nationally that
without doing so our ancient buildings were being left unguarded. Some
access to churches for ‘private prayer’ might be the next step in relaxing
the lockdown and the government is known to be anxious that
marriages soon be permitted in churches again. New guidance, however,
isn’t expected till early July and even then it is likely to be wrapped
around with concern for physical distancing, cleaning of churches etc.
A further step would be to allow funerals in churches once more and
then, beyond this, re-opening for public worship. What seems obvious
however is that each parish will need to find ways of managing the
‘physical distancing’ requirements laid upon us: church worship will
clearly not be the same for many months yet.
But addressing the pandemic has far reaching ramifications for our
common life. There are ordinands leaving college this year expecting to
become curates in parishes…how? There are others about to start
training…how will this be delivered? Some dioceses have had to put
clergy on furlough. How do we express an incarnational faith that speaks
of relationships if we cannot even meet the most vulnerable folk in our
communities? Schools are struggling to find a way forward (three cheers
for the creativity of our staff at Green lane but please hold them all in your
prayers) and so many other areas of our ministry have had to be put on
hold.
Will parishes survive the crisis financially? Some have reserves (as do
some dioceses) but others do not. Nationally the Church is known to be
wealthy…but there are limits to what can be done to support dioceses
from the centre. As noted above, some dioceses have had to put clergy
on furlough to ease the pressure on their budgets. Some of our more
wealthy dioceses are struggling to manage their finances as their income
collapses. What about our Cathedrals; what about parish halls?
What will worship be like…if we are sat at a distance from one another…
cannot socialise…and half the congregation is fearful of attending lest the
infection be passed on?
Beyond ‘church life’ even bigger questions are looking for answers: the
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NE Chamber of Commerce recently asked ‘what does it mean to be a
capitalist economy?’ As unemployment grows and businesses turn to
government for help to survive, new models of understanding are
required to ensure fairness for all: government money being given to pay
salaries and pensions is one thing—passing it on to pay dividends is
perhaps another. Now we have seen the effects of cars and airplanes not
being used will the move to greener travel grow? Can we work for a more
sustainable economy, with shorter supply chains for our food? Joined up
thinking between the NHS and Care Providers has been promised for
years…and shelved, as has the vexed issue of how to pay for social
care.

What Covid 19 has shown us is that our communities are creative,
generous and able to change rapidly if need be. The need is in front of
us. The moment is now and Christian people in every area of life are
called to engage with shaping a new future, not just for the church, not
even just for this country but for the world.
Alec Harding

News from the Belfry Despite the recent

loosening of restrictions, any ringing in the near future is unlikely. The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers have issued guidelines – under the guidance of Dr Phil Barnes and
Dr. Andrew Kelso and - for those interested these can be
found at https://cccbr.org.uk/coronavirus/
We continue to keep in touch with a weekly newsletter - it is good to
hear how people are managing without meeting up in the normal ways.
Along with many other ringers globally, we have been
drawn into the virtual ringing world known as the
‘Ringing Room’ (www.ringingroom.com). It takes a bit of
getting used to as it is a very different experience from
tower bell ringing, but we are doing really well. We have
a practice on Monday evenings from 6-7pm, and ring on
Sunday mornings from 9.30-10am. Some sort of
normality in this upside-down world.
John continues to send us a new recording of some ringing on Mondays, and many of us play this from our doorsteps on Thursday evenings at 8pm, as the nation claps for the NHS and all other Key Workers.
We are looking forward to the future when we can ring in towers again!
Helen Scott
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The New Normal
New church pews

Parish Visiting
Exchanging the Peace

ABBEYFIELD HOUSE
BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD
Supported Living for the Over 55’s
A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your
own self-contained space. We have a small team of staff
providing home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly
face. Rent is inclusive of all utilities and services other than
your phone line.
Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit.

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com

01833 638116
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Dwelling in the Word – 2 Corinthians 4:1-12
4 Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose
heart. 2 We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practise cunning
or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the
conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to
those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of
darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11 For while we live, we
are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made
visible in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you.
Our new Dwelling in the Word reading for Year 2 of the Partnership for Missional Church,
(PMC) has been causing some head scratching, so as promised last month, I will give you my
own understanding of it. It is worth remembering that there are several ways to read scripture;
the words are alive and still speak to us; despite the fact that this letter from St Paul was
written in about 55 A.D. St Paul was a passionate man: a man who you may remember, had
the Damascus Road conversion; he went from persecuting the Early Church to being a vocal
evangelist and follower of Jesus as Lord. His relationship with the Church in Corinth was,
shall we say. stormy.
In this second letter to them from his travels, he reflects on the office of an apostle as a
ministry of selfless endurance in Christ’s service. Firstly, Paul says this is not about us and it
will be hard going; we need to play straight and fair to preach God’s word, not twist it to suit
our own circumstances. If some people can’t recognise the truth of God it is because they are
looking in the wrong direction, they want to see and believe in the gods (small ‘g’) of this
world. If we stay focused on those material and pleasure-seeking gods (material goods,
power, status etc.) we will not see clearly God who is Wisdom, Creator and true power. The
veil metaphor also draws on the story of Moses; after seeing God on Mount Sinai his face
shined and it frightened the people in the wilderness. So, Moses took to wearing a veil over
his face to cover the light that was too much for the Israelites to understand in the midst of
their predicament. ‘Let light shine out of darkness’ is a reference to Creation, Genesis 1,
these references to the Hebrew scriptures shows Jesus is pointing to and is the God of their
ancestors, he is the Messiah that was spoken about in the pages of Jewish history.
Verse 7 contains the line that this passage is best know for, ‘treasure in clay jars’ so what is
going on in this section? The treasure is the knowledge of God through the acceptance of
Jesus as ‘the Christ’ which means the anointed one, the Messiah. Paul, and in
fact we are the clay jars. We are not to detract from the message inside us and that message
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is to be carried in something that does not distract from the message itself; it is again the idea
of not being puffed up and showy so new followers are not distracted by fake packaging and
messages distracting the precious prize inside. Paul explains, by listing his own emotions and
hardships, that you can see from his own suffering that he is nothing more than ordinary and
fragile (like a clay pot); but despite the long list of trials he has not been crushed. Those who
also carry the treasure will not be exempt life’s hardships but they will be able to bear them in
the knowledge of Christ as victor over the cross and death. Our stresses and strains always
remind us of the cross we carry but we must remember that the cross was not failure or the
end, because of the resurrection. If we carry the cross we carry also the knowledge of the
power and promise of Christ’s resurrection glory. ‘So death is at work in us, but life in you’; for
Paul the work of carrying this treasure and the cross has meant hardships and great cost for
him but has been life giving to others (the you being those to whom he is writing)
This passage has been of great relevance in these past few weeks, it is rich in imagery and
truth. As with many passages that are read slowly and carefully there are endless things that
reveal themselves to us in our different circumstances and changing times. Don’t worry if at
times you read a passage and don’t ‘get it’ or are left puzzled or even unsettled. It is often at
times like these great moments of clarity and peace shine through if we remain attentive to
hear God’s voice and message to us.
Sarah

Cover Image The image is a fish triquetra. Images which try to

represent the Holy Trinity come in various forms and the triquetra is
one of them.
A basic triquetra is shown to the left with a slightly
more elaborate example below it.
One of the more unusual images involves three
hares which share their ears. It is found in a few
churches in the south west of
England, particularly Devon.
Strangely though, it is
also found in 6th
century cave paintings
in China, India,
Pakistan, Syria and
Egypt.
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From the registers
Funerals

Service and committal at Wear Valley Crematorium

April 27th
May 4th
12th
13th
27th

Ronald William Thomas Pearse (90) Charles Dickens Lodge
Maurice Forster (86) 14, Gloucester Place
Stella Mawdsley (91) Charles Dickens Lodge
Alan Goodman (93) Kings Court Care Home
Frank Young (95)
Kings Court Care Home
Service and committal at Darlington Crematorium

May 5th
12th
13th

Harry Ashmore (88) 52, Bede Road
Brian Ridley (90) 5, Thorngate Place
Dennis Raper (74) The Manor House
Graveside Service at Bowes Cemetery

April 27th

David Kilburn Close (60) Maple Lodge, Scotton
Graveside Service at Barnard Castle Cemetery

May 26th

Arthur Green (79) Kings Court Care Home

Your goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life

Services in church over the coming months
Current guidance is that funerals cannot be held in church during the
pandemic: graveside or cremation services are (at the time of going to
press) permitted but with extremely limited attendance.
For families affected we will aim to hold memorial services for their
loved ones (possibly bringing together a number of families) once we
are free of the pandemic, so that a more public memorial can be made.
We aim to publish prayers on our FaceBook page on the day of any
funeral so that those unable to attend the service to use them.

PLEASE NOTE
The July issue of The Pilgrim will be available on June 26th. The last
date for copy is Thursday 18st June . Items, please, to Geoff Lowson,
galowson@tiscali.co.uk
The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279
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CHURCH CONTACTS
Bellringers:
Electoral Roll Officer:
First Friday Group:

Helen Scott (690169)
John Trevett (660064)
Lesley Taylor (631716) or
Theresa Atkinson (638213)
Flower Guild:
Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908)
Friends of St Mary's:
Pauline Hanby (630102)
Junior Church:
Kim Harding (637018)
Magazine Production:
Geoff Lowson 07771997184
Magazine Distribution
Helen Scott (690169)
Magazine Advertising:
Frances Stenlake (637334)
Mothers’ Union:
Sandra Sumner (690041)
Music
Annette Butters 07411825230
Parish Hall Association Secretary:
Peter Wise (637904)
Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group): Kim Harding (637018)
Wednesday Morning Coffee:
Frances Stenlake (637334)

The Friends of
Richardson Hospital
The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing
support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment
within Richardson Hospital and the local community.
Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at
Richardson Hospital.

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500

Registered Charity No. 511303

The good Lord didn’t create anything without a purpose.
But wasps come close.
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01833 605062
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