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60p

MAUDE’S

Redwell Garage

COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS
Prop: Stephen Maude

FOR ALL YOUR
TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS:
MINI COACHES & COACHES

EXHAUSTS • TYRES •
BATTERIES
All makes supplied and fitted
or cash and carry for DIY

Redwell
Garage Dunlop
Pirelli
Barnard Castle

REDWELL GARAGE
BARNARD CASTLE
Telephone 01833 637341
Fax 01833 631888

Tel: 01833 637341
Fax: 01833 631888

Gordon Brownless
& Son

The Decor and
Carpet Centre

Funeral Directors

For a full home
interior service

Chapel of rest

Come in and see our selection of
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING,
FABRICS, TILES
and much, much more.

Floral tributes

Now in our 33rd year

Catering
Arranged

Allen Jenkins
87 Montalbo Road,
Barnard Castle DL12 8BP
Tel: 01833 690009

Tel 01833 638655
Day or Night
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SUNDAY SERVICES
BARNARD CASTLE
For arrangements at the moment
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
Please see page 20
10.30 a.m. Main Service
4.00 p.m. The Four o'clock Service for young families
WHORLTON
9.00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday 4.00pm on the 4th Sundays
VICAR:
CURATE:
READERS:

*******************
Revd Canon Alec Harding , The Vicarage,
Parsons Lonnen, Newgate DL12 8ST
637018
Revd Sarah Cliff 17, Mayfield,
Barnard Castle DL12 8EA
316076
Astley Fenwick
David Walker
READER Emeritus: David Blakely

637392
650396

*******************

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:
Annette Butters
07411 825230
CHURCHWARDENS: Allan Jones
07747 825309
Roy Long
690170
Joan Kemp Ambler
638908
PCC SECRETARY:
TREASURER:

David Walker
Robert Stenlake

650396
637334

*******************

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY:
Stephen Guy 07403 264857 or sg27@btinternet.com
*******************

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk
FACEBOOK:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-MarysBarnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183

For names and telephone numbers of other contacts please see page 23

Safeguarding The Parish Safeguarding Officer is Beverley Pilcher.
The full policy is displayed in the church and is on the home page of the
church web site. 01833 - 690663
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Sarah writes …..
Decision, decisions, decisions?
Now that lockdown is easing, we are venturing out and into places we
have not been to for some time. Now that restrictions are lifting some
changes that were forced on us are now, perhaps, no longer needed.
Now we have more options in how and where we spend our money or
what we do with our lifestyle we have a multitude of decisions. If we
have been shopping locally, because of necessity, do we carry on? If we
have forgone eating out and holidays (because we had to) do we just go
back to how things were 18 months ago? Some decisions are easy,
others require some thinking about. The changes brought on us
personally and in our working lives have made us re-evaluate what we
do and we need to ask ourselves some questions. What new or different
things do we hang on to and what do we now let go? What do we bring
back and what do we consign to pre-Covid history?
Some of the answers to these questions are easy - I want to keep on
shopping more locally: I desperately want to be able to see my friends
and family - but some are less easy: do we reduce our carbon footprint
by staying on Zoom for meetings if we live out of town. Are we missing
face to meetings with all the extra benefits that they bring?
When it comes to church activities, we are starting to think about these
questions and the answers there are no easier. We are commissioned
by Jesus to go out and make disciples and baptise: to remember the lost
and the least. Those of us who are ordained have sworn an oath to
‘proclaim the faith afresh to each generation’ and to ‘bring the grace and
truth of Christ to this generation and making Him known to those in
your care.’

There is rarely one decision or action that will satisfy everyone. We
know this from our own lives but we pray, this Pentecost, for the
guidance of the Holy Spirit to direct our next steps in the worshipping
life of this parish.
Sarah

Charity Book Sale in the Parish Hall
Sat 29 May & Mon 31 May 10.00am to 2.30pm

Funds for The Friends of Barnard Castle Library
and St Mary’s Parish Church
All books 50p Large stock of books not previously offered for sale by us
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Saints but not ‘Saints’ and an important anniversary!
The Revd Florence Li Tim-Oi (1907-1992)

Priest

This month’s offering is not strictly legitimate because
Florence is not listed in the CofE calendar, but she is
remembered in America and Canada. Her name is
important, however, because of an anniversary which
could well go unnoticed. It is 50 years since the first
woman priest was ‘acknowledged’ in the Anglican Communion; a strange
way of putting it, but all will become clear as you read on. Editor
Li was born in a fishing village called Aberdeen on
Hong Kong Island; her name means ‘much beloved
daughter’ but, at her baptism, she took the name
Florence - after Florence Nightingale. She left
school in 1934 and worked in the local primary
school but a few years earlier she had attended an
ordination in Hong Kong Cathedral at which the
preacher challenged women to offer themselves for
Christian ministry. This stayed with Florence and so
she entered Canton Theological College, graduating
in 1938. She was sent to minister, first in Kowloon,
then to the Anglican Church in the Portuguese Colony of Macao. She
was ordained a deaconess on 22 May 1941.
Some months later, Hong Kong fell to the Japanese and so neutral
Macao took in many refugees from Hong Kong and mainland China.
Florence worked tirelessly amongst these people, whose needs were
very great. To get back and forth between Hong Kong and Macao she
often had to disguise herself as an older woman and travel in small boats
to evade the Japanese military.
Some of congregation at Macao

Florence could baptise and take
weddings and funerals but could
not celebrate the Eucharist and
no (male) priests could travel to
Macao. Consequently, the then
Bishop of Hong Kong, Raymond
Hall, decided to ordain her as a
priest; they both travelled
secretly through occupied
territory to a town called
Zhaoging and she was ordained
there on 25 January 1944.

Bishop Hall’s actions in ordaining a woman caused
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Food for thought A friend who is being treated for cancer

wrote to me recently. She has found the following poem helpful. She
wrote “I have been thinking of this cancer as an unexpected visitor that
I need to accommodate for a while.” I include it here (with her
permission) in case it might be helpful to someone else. Editor
The Guest House

Jalaluddin Rumi 1207-1273 (Trans - C. Barks)

This being human is a guest house.
Every morning a new arrival.

A joy, a depression, a meanness,
some momentary awareness
comes as an unexpected visitor.
Welcome and entertain them all!
Even if they’re a crowd of sorrows,
who violently sweep your house empty of its furniture,
still, treat each guest honourably.
He may be clearing you out for some new delight.
The dark thought, the shame, the malice,
meet them at the door laughing and invite them in.
Be grateful for whoever comes,
because each has been sent as a guide from beyond.
consternation in the Anglican Church, to the extent that
after the
war, she decided to surrender her licence and cease to
function as a priest.
If that were not bad enough, in 1949 the communists took over; churches
in China were closed and The Red Guards made Florence cut up her
vestments with scissors and humiliated her in other ways; she was sent
for ‘re-education” and lived in obscurity and hardship as a farm and
factory worker for more than 30 years.
However, in 1971, fifty years ago, the Province of Hong Kong voted to
ordain women! Florence had her licence reinstated but in fact it was not
until 1979 that the Chinese allowed her to resume her public ministry.
There is a happy ending. In 1984 she was permitted to emigrate to be
with family in Canada and was given charge of the Chinese congregation
in Toronto, where she ministered until she died in 1992.
In this country women were first ordained priests in 1994; in North India
1984; in America and Canada it was 1976. But Florence Li Tim-Oi was
the very first! We give thanks for her and the courage of Bishop Hall.
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Smuffies – Every Child Needs A Village Around 600,000

babies were born in Britain in 2020. Babies who were 1yr old before
Covid-19 are now pushing 2½. Those who were just 2 yrs and mostly
pre-verbal, are now 3+; some of an age for starting school in September.
The centre of their toddler/pre-school years
has been rubbed out by Covid-19.
Most pre-school children won’t remember a
time before facemasks; playing in a
toddler group with a dozen other children;
the faces of other mums, dads and
grandmas all chatting, helping-out, singing
rhymes. Some won’t properly remember
even meeting other close members of their own family, let alone “other
people”.
Losing all that, they have missed out on how the social world works and
how to interact within and with it. These early years are crucial to
children’s cognitive and emotional development. Key relationships are
with mum and/or dad and any siblings but broader experiences of
toddler groups and playgroups provide enriching activities and promote
child health. A large parish hall, with toys never experienced before and
creative crafts/activities that stretch a toddler’s imagination and stimulate
motor skills and verbal skills amongst others, is an environment that
might help this generation of “Covid toddlers” to adjust to a wider world.
Some children - having experienced only the care of one or two trusted
adults for well over a year - might now find interacting with other children
(and adults) quite challenging and even frightening. Letting the world in
(or back in) to these children will be important in the next few years so
that their experiences can become rich, multi-layered and multi-textured,
with broad opportunities for learning and growing.
Even “in ordinary times”, as author Rachel Cusk has written, parenting
can easily be isolating and boring, demanding and exhausting; how
much more so during 2020-21?
All the more important to re-start ‘Smuffies’, St Mary’s Under Fives: we
aim to run sessions on Tuesdays from June 8th until the end of term.
Can you help work alongside Kim, on a rota (possibly once a month) - to
help with setting up and putting away, manning the signing-in table,
organising the refreshments/washing-up? St Mary’s can help provide a
community of people to support this generation of toddlers and their
parents, enabling Smuffies to continue to provide its rich and valuable
environment for play, learning and support. Please get in touch with Kim
(or Sarah or Gillian) on kirklandergirl@googlemail.com or 01833-637018
if you feel you might be interested in joining the team. Kim Harding
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Have you encouraged anyone new to subscribe to
The Pilgrim yet? Please try. Thank you.
If you pay each month via the box in church,
why not subscribe? It just helps with budgeting.
Thank you.
Light travels faster than sound, which is why some people
appear bright before they open their mouth.
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Christian Aid Week (10-16th May 2021) Many thanks to all of the

“deliverers” (normally known as collectors!) who have walked the streets
of Barney in some very unpredictable and wet weather this year. Many of
you helped with more than one road, which was much appreciated; I am
aware that we all lead very busy lives so am really grateful to those of
you who have given time and effort to this worthy cause.
It has been a strange year, with Covid-19 necessitating a “delivery only”
approach but I’m sure that the BookAid shop will have received lots of
envelopes and there will have been a large number of online donations. It
will be impossible to know how much money individual churches have
raised, let alone individual streets; but at least this year we have been
able to get out and about.
Envelopes from BookAid will be counted soon, as will the donation boxes
from near the tills in the Co-op in Barney. Hopefully, next month, we will
have some figures for you.
Many thanks also to everyone who has been able to make donations.
Best wishes,

Helen Scott

The worst time to have a heart attack is during a game of charades!

ABBEYFIELD HOUSE
BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD
Supported Living for the Over 55’s
A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your own
self-contained space. We have a small team of staff providing
home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly face. Rent
is inclusive of all utilities and services other than your phone
line.
Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit.

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com 01833 638116
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Inspirational Notes. Today, the country of

Myanmar (Burma) is in the news for sad reasons.
The following are four short extracts from reports
written by George Appleton, an SPG (now USPG)
missionary in Burma between 1926-1946.
Before the war Burma was a relatively prosperous
and happy country. In the South the soil was fertile,
so fertile that it was popularly said that the "farmer tickles the soil and it
laughs forth an abundant harvest." The result of this was that Burma
produced twice as much rice as it needed for its own people and was
able to export between three and four million tons every year.
The outbreak of war in the West did not affect us very deeply. Mails
were uncertain and delayed, and the supply of manufactured goods
fell off. But there was the serious possibility that our grants from SPG
would be cut off. Fortunately, the worst did not happen. On the
contrary, SPG. kept up its full grants. Our village clergy began to
realise the debt we owe to the faithful, generous Churchfolk of Britain.
In fact, I heard many heartfelt prayers for people enduring the air
raids in Britain. Also, collections were sent from towns and villages in
Burma to England to help the Archbishop's Re-construction Fund.
After the Japanese invasion in December 1941 I met with half-a-dozen
priests, a dozen men and women teachers and local leaders in the
mission house at Nyaung-ngu. We were all ready to stay if the meeting
felt it was right to do so. Ma Pwa Sein, the stalwart headmistress of St.
Mary's, Kemmendine, was very emphatic that we should not fall into
the hands of the Japanese. Another speaker said that our presence
would only draw attention and suspicion to their villages. The tension
was relieved by Own Bwint, our senior Karen priest. With a smile he
said, "Well, we could dress you in Burmese clothes, we could darken
your skin and dye your hair. You speak Burmese well enough. But we
could do nothing with that English nose of yours." The meeting decided
that the missionaries should move to Upper Burma. "You won't be far
away," they said, "and maybe we can keep in touch up the river. But
you will be safe, and our hearts will be at peace."
[Dec 1941] What about Holy Communion? In the villages rice is the
staple food; there is no bread or flour and wine has to be imported.
What was to be done when the small stocks were exhausted? We
decided that if the elements ordained by our Lord were not available,
we would trust the Holy Spirit to make other elements as effectual.
So we would use grains of boiled rice and tea or coconut milk.
Fr Appleton returned to be Archdeacon of London, then went on to be
Archbishop of Perth and finally Bishop of Jerusalem.
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The South Africa War Memorial In the May ‘Pilgrim’, Kim

Harding wrote about this memorial plaque in the church. This month she
writes about its designer.
The plaque was designed by
Herbert Maryon (1874 –1965). He
was an English sculptor,
conservator, archaeologist and
authority on ancient metalwork.
After studying art, enamelling and
silver-smithing in London, he
became director of the Keswick
School of Industrial Arts (KSIA) in
1900. [Shown seated in centre]
KSIA, which was set up in 1884 by local vicar Hardwicke Rawnsley and
his wife Edith, was inspired by the ideals of their friend, the artist, writer
and thinker, John Ruskin, who was a leading figure in the Arts and Crafts
Movement. The school taught arts and design to local unemployed men
- this included woodcarving and metalwork and female students learned
spinning and weaving. The school was financed by selling its artistic
products and was quickly winning national prizes and exhibitions for its
craftsmanship. Rawnsley was also a co-founder of the National trust.
Maryon left Keswick in 1904 to teach at Reading University, also
undertaking several renowned artwork commissions as well as for war
memorials and statues. In 1934 he moved to teach sculpture at
Armstrong College, Durham (now Newcastle University) and remained
until 1939. There he developed an interest in archaeology, which led to
an entire second career! He conducted digs along Hadrian’s Wall and
discovered one of the oldest gold ornaments ever found in the UK.
Just as he retired aged 65, he was called to fresh action by the British
Museum. During 1945-46 Maryon reconstructed the Sutton Hoo helmet,
called "a jigsaw puzzle without any sort of picture on the lid of the box”
with “a great many of the pieces missing"! Maryon traced and detailed
each of 500+ fragments, before fixing them in position on a sculpted
plaster head, providing the initial rendering from which later
reconstructions would be developed. He also worked on other Sutton
Hoo items, including a crushed shield and drinking horns.
A fellow of the Society of Antiquaries in 1949, Maryon was awarded an
OBE in 1956 for his Sutton Hoo work. He continued restoration work at
the British Museum until 1961 before retiring - for a second time! - at the
age of 87, after which he promptly undertook an around-the-world
lecturing and research tour. He died in 1965, aged 91. Kim Harding
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Daily Prayer

Opening words of praise
O Lord, open our lips and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Hear my prayer O Lord and give ear to my cry
A psalm or a hymn

Best said/sung out loud

A bible reading:

See the table on the next page

Silent prayer

Time to think and reflect

The Collect for the week

Following pages

The Lord’s Prayer
Closing words of praise:
May God our Redeemer show us compassion and love. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Collects
Sunday May 30th: Trinity Sunday Almighty and everlasting God, you
have given us your servants grace, by the confession of a true faith, to
acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity and in the power of the divine
majesty to worship the Unity: keep us steadfast in this faith, that we may
evermore be defended from all adversities; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord.
Thursday June 3rd: Corpus Christi
Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that in this
wonderful sacrament you have given us the
memorial of your passion: grant us so to
reverence the sacred mysteries of your
body and blood that we may know within
ourselves and show forth in our lives
the fruits of your redemption; for you are
alive and reign with the Father in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.
Sunday June 6th: 1st Sunday after Trinity
O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you, mercifully
accept our prayers and, because through the weakness of our mortal
nature we can do no good thing without you, grant us the help of your
grace, that in the keeping of your commandments we may please you
both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
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13

112
Mark 12.13-17
25.1-8
Mark 12.18-27
116.10-end
John 6.51-58
146
Mark 12.35-37
63.1-6
Mark 12.38end
130
Mark 3.20-end

May 31st

92.1-8
Mark 4.26-34

34.1-8
Matthew 5.112
119.129-136
5.13-16
78.1-4
5.17-19
78.36-40
5.20-26
112
John 15.12-17
103.1-12
5.33-37

June 7th

146
5.43-end
112
6.1-6, 16-18
111
6.7-15
34.1-6
6.19-23
89.20-33
6.24-end

98
5.38-42

June 14th

15
7.6, 12-14
105.1-9
7.15-20
85.7-end
Luke 1.57-66, 80
128
8.1-4
Luke 1.46b-55 (canticle)
8.55-17

33.12-end
7.1-5

June 21st

107.23-32
30
Mark 4.35Mark 5.21-end
41
June 3rd: Day of Thanksgiving for the institution of Holy Communion (Corpus Christi)
June 11th: Barnabas the Apostle
June 24th: The Birth of John the Baptist
June 29th: Peter & Paul, Apostles

Sunday

Saturday

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Monday

Week beginning

The Psalms are shown in red. Readings are from Matthew’s Gospel unless otherwise indicated.

125
16.13-19
34.1-12
8.28-end

103.6-17
8.18-22

June 28th

Friday June 11th: Barnabas, Apostle Bountiful God, giver of all gifts,
who poured your Spirit upon your servant Barnabas and gave him
grace to encourage others: help us, by his example, to be generous in
our judgements and unselfish in our service; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Sunday June 13th: 2nd Sunday after Trinity Lord, you have taught us
that all our doings without love are nothing worth: send your Holy Spirit
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, the true bond of
peace and of all virtues, without which whoever lives is counted dead
before you. Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.
Sunday June 20th: 3rd Sunday after Trinity Almighty God, you have
broken the tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our
hearts whereby we call you Father: give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, that we and all creation may be brought to the glorious liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord.
Thursday June 24th: The birth of John
the Baptist Almighty God, by whose providence
your servant John the Baptist as wonderfully
born, and sent to prepare the way of your Son
our Saviour by the preaching of repentance: lead
us to repent according to his preaching and, after
his example, constantly to speak the truth, boldly
to rebuke vice, and patiently to suffer for the
truth’s sake; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord.
Sunday June 27th: 4th Sunday after Trinity
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is
strong, nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that
with you as our ruler and guide we may so pass through things
temporal that we lose not our hold on things eternal; grant this,
heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.

Tuesday June 29th: Peter and Paul, Apostles Almighty God, whose
blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you in their death as in their
life: grant that your Church, inspired by their teaching and example, and
made one by your Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one foundation,
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
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Music Notes …. We’re back!

May 22nd - the orchestra met for the first time since last year!
Because of a sudden change in the rules, the community choir on
the 21st had to meet in four groups of six - with some left over!!

Many thanks to the church choir who have recorded more than 100
hymns over the last year. Thanks, too, to Allan Jones who took on
the technical job of preparing them for the computer.

15

News from the belfry: June 2021 From 17th

May, countrywide restrictions were lifted, allowing up to 6
people to meet indoors. In theory this meant that ringing 6
bells could happen…..but there is a catch….. ringers have
to be standing at least a metre apart! Those of you that have
ever been in the ringing room in Barney may have noticed
that some bells are closer together than others, in particular bells 2,3,4
and 5, with bells 3 and 4 being only 0.5m apart. Ringers on these bells
are prone to catching each other’s ropes - if they are not careful!

So it looks like, for the time being, we will be limited to ringing 4 bells,
and most likely 1, 3, 4 and 6 (when Alix and George, in the same family)
will be allowed to ring 3 and 4. On other occasions, with 4 separate ringers, we will have to use 1, 2, 4 and 6. Whichever combinations we
decide to use will probably sound very strange, until we are allowed to
ring consecutive bells. Please bear with us as we get through the next
few weeks, after which we will hopefully be ringing more like normal.
We will continue to ring from 9.30-10am on Sundays via the Ringing
Room; Monday evening RR practices will continue until we can ring at
least 6 bells in the tower.
Simon joined me at the Durham and Newcastle Association of Church
Bell Ringers online AGM on Saturday 24th April. Kris King, our
President, hosted a very succinct AGM.
The ringing room, clock room and stairs had a spring clean in
preparation for our return to ringing. A carpet of flies and debris (after
the building work) had built up over the last 14 months.
Our Zoom chats during the daytime were rekindled in May, sometimes,
Fiona and I have a hand bell practice in the RR beforehand. This has
been made possible by the computer robot, Wheatley. We are up to
Weekly Newsletter 61
Helen Scott

Thank you ….to those lovely people who

came along to Spring Clean the Parish Hall. There
was just the right number to get all the jobs done
without it being too arduous. The hall is now good
to go and looking very smart and ready to
welcome our regular users back.
The newly elected Town Council have already held a meeting in the
hall and were very complimentary about the facilities.
Thanks Clare Trevett
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Three Viaducts Chris Lloyd gave a zoom

presentation on local railways history. We had
three viaducts—over Percy Beck (still standing);
Deepdale Beck and the River Tees.
The South Durham and Lancashire Union
Railway Company developed rail lines from
Bishop Auckland through Barnard Castle to
Tebay and Thomas Bouch surveyed the entire line. Deepdale viaduct
was cast and wrought iron, Tees viaduct had stone pillars and a metal
carriageway and Percy Beck viaduct has sandstone piers and fire-brick
arches with ashlar dressings and wrought iron ties. Stone pillars would
be stronger but costlier and more time-consuming to construct than
metal piers and this might have been a consideration when spanning a
wide gorge.
Gorge size clearly matters. Percy Beck’s deep glaciated
gorge had a stone viaduct 260ft long and 66ft tall. The
River Tees viaduct was 732ft long and 132ft high whereas
Deepdale gorge’s metal viaduct was a whopping 740ft
long and 161ft high. Another consideration is traffic
volume. Whilst all three viaducts would have carried
freight trains with iron ores and coal between east and
west coast’s’ industrial areas, Percy and Tees viaducts
(stone and stone/metal respectively) also carried quarried stone from
Middleton-in-Teesdale, a good reason to use stone piers.
Prior to the Tay Bridge disaster, Bouch was renowned for cost effective
engineering. The Deepdale and Belah (Cumbria) viaducts had iron lattice
piers rather than conventional stone ones. A contemporary treatise
praised Belah viaduct’s construction as one of the lightest and cheapest.
The Tay Bridge, a lightweight, low cost metal
bridge, collapsed in high winds. A public
inquiry revealed that contractors sacrificed
safety and durability for cost savings. Brittle
under tension, cast-iron columns, integral
lugs and holding tie bars were a critical
mistake. Fortunately, Deepdale’s trestle legs
were cross-braced by wrought iron beams and tie bars.
DigVentures is offering more zoom talks, including Barnard Castle
during the cholera epidemic and Richard III architecture. You can find
details and sign up on the church’s website under ‘Events.’ https://
www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk/events/?view=grid
Celia Chapple
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Chinese harass Christians
The Chinese authorities have
cracked down on Christians by
either removing all online Bible
Apps and Christian chat forums or
harassing the users.

Open Doors, an organisation which
monitors and supports oppressed
Christians throughout the world, has reported that the Chinese
government is aware of everyone who has downloaded and uses these
Bible Apps and sends messages “owning and continuing to use a Bible
app could disadvantage or compromise you”
Fr Francis Liu of the Chinese Christian Fellowship of Righteousness, an
evangelistic charity based in California which seeks to raise awareness
of the persecution of Chinese Christians, reported on Twitter that users
of Christian chat sites on the Chinese platform We Chat were greeted
with the message “We received report that this account violates the
‘Internet User Public Account Information Services Management
Provisions’ and its account has been blocked and suspended.”
Source Church Times

Have you heard of LOAF?
The Diocese of Durham has adopted Care for Creation as one of its key
strategic aims. With this in mind, the PCC has committed to taking steps
that involve the whole church in changing their lifestyles to become
more environmentally friendly. We are aspiring to become an Eco
Church. This mission will help us to
change the way we act so that we can
take more care of God’s creation.
One of the things our congregation may
like to do is consider LOAF when buying food at home. LOAF stands for
‘Locally grown, Organic, Animal-friendly
or Fairtrade.’ There are many shops on
our high street that sell items that are
LOAF as well as some stalls on Market Day. If you would like to find out
more about our church and this mission please look at the Eco Church
page on the website.
Abi Littlefair
Take care not to spell part backwards. It’s a trap.
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DigVentures Update The building works

are completed but of course the pandemic made it
impossible for DigVentures to offer the talks,
workshops, and activities that we had planned in
the church. However, rather than get people into St Mary’s we have been
bringing St Mary’s into peoples’ homes instead via Zoom.
Our monthly series of talks restarted online in February - more than 550
people of all ages signed up from 15 different countries (ranging from
South Africa to Canada) to listen to talks ranging from the history of the
church to the first railways in Teesdale; from folklore to the life and work
of Barnard Castle artist, Douglas Pittuck. Talks continue every first
Wednesday of the month. In June, it will be about the devastating
Cholera epidemic of 1849.
Students at Barnard Castle School and Teesdale School will be
recreating St Mary’s Parish within the creative block building video game
Minecraft. This game encourages users to build anything they can
imagine; for our students it will be their home town! Each group of
students will investigate the architecture of the church in a specific
historical period and use the game to bring older versions of the building
back to life. They can then introduce other landmarks - the castle, the
Museum; old houses on The Bank. Results will be exhibited in church.
We hope to launch a temporary trail of blue paper plates throughout the
town, celebrating the lives of people and showcasing events and places,
as a lesser-known alternative to the blue heritage plaques. We will be
asking everyone to come and make your own choices about what you
think makes Barnard Castle and St Mary’s special.
The activities will culminate with the Windows to the World Festival in
mid-July. For two weeks, the church will be home to Journeys – Teithiau,
an exhibition of work by six contemporary stained-glass artists, currently
at the national stained-glass museum in Ely Cathedral. Three concerts
will be held and visitors can take part in workshops, guided tours and
other activities.
Sadly, Windows to the World will end in September. To keep up its
momentum after that, we are looking for History Research and History
Outreach volunteers. If you are interested in exploring the history of St
Mary’s and Barnard Castle, please contact Alec or email
volunteers@stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk. Barnard Castle boasts a rich
history and St Mary’s has captured much of that within its walls so let’s
keep the wonderful building in the forefront of the present, as we take
this opportunity to explore the past.
Johanna Ungemach, Community Archaeologist, DigVentures
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Calendar: June 2021 Covid 19 restrictions are easing but we

are still asked to take care over social distancing. Changes that flow
from Stage 4 of the Government roadmap may be introduced in July with
a possible change in service times, length of services and the nature of
our digital offer. Whorlton: we have moved to holding services on the
2nd Sunday at 9.00am and the 4th Sunday at 4.00pm.
W’day 2nd

10.00am

Service on Zoom

6.30pm

Talk (on zoom) “Barnard Castle during
the cholera epidemic” Beverley Pilcher
Community choir rehearsal (See over)

Friday 4th

5.00pm

Saturday 5th

10.00am

Sunday 6

th

Facebook live
Tuesday 8
W’day 9

th

th

Friday 11

th

Friday 11th
Saturday 12

th

First Sunday after Trinity
9.00am

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle

10.00am

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle

11.00am

Service on Zoom

1.00-3.00pm

Tuesday 15th
W’day 16th
Friday 18th
Saturday 19th
Sunday 20th
Facebook live

Smuffies in the Parish Hall

10.00am

Service on Zoom

Evening

Pittuck art exhibition launch

5.00pm

Community choir rehearsal

10.00am

Sunday 13th

Facebook live

Community orchestra rehearsal

Community orchestra rehearsal
Second Sunday after Trinity

9.00am

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle

9.00am

Morning prayer at Whorlton

10.00am
11.00am
1.00-3.00pm
10.00am
5.00pm

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Service on Zoom
Smuffies in the Parish Hall
Service on Zoom
Community choir rehearsal

10.00am

Community orchestra rehearsal
Third Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Service on Zoom

9.00am
10.00am
11.00am
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Tuesday 22nd
W’day 23

1.00-3.00pm

rd

Friday 25

10.00am

th

Saturday 26
Sunday 27

5.00pm
th

10.00am

th

Community choir rehearsal
Community orchestra rehearsal

9.00am

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle

10.00am

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle

11.00am

Service on Zoom

4.00pm
Tuesday 29

Service on Zoom

Fourth Sunday after Trinity

Facebook live

th

Smuffies in the Parish Hall

1.00-3.00pm
2.00pm

Holy Communion at Whorlton
Smuffies in the Parish Hall
Marriage of Barnaby Jagger & Amy
MacRurie at Barnard Castle

NB Community Choir rehearsal. At the time of writing, the rules have
suddenly changed but may change again!! Regular members are aware
of current arrangements but potential new members, please contact
Annette. 07411 825 230

From the registers
May

16th

Baptism

Freddie Wade, 10, Woodland Heights
I have called you by name and you are mine

Funerals
Service and committal at Wear Valley crematorium
May

5th
19th

Robert (Bob) Jackson (74) 61, Marwood Drive
Dorothy Dent (89) Beaconsfield Court Care Home

Service in church with committal at Wear Valley Crematorium
May

19th Keith Roe (87)
20th George Herbert (85)

37, High Riggs
East Shaws, Westwick

God will show us the path of life
We aim to publish prayers on our FaceBook page on the day of any
funeral and (digitally) provide prayers for those
unable to attend a service.
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CHURCH CONTACTS
Bellringers:
Electoral Roll Officer:
Flower Guild:
Friends of St Mary's:
Junior Church:
Magazine Production:
Magazine Distribution:
Magazine Advertising:
Mothers’ Union:
Music :
Smuffies
(St Mary’s Under 5’s group):
Wednesday Morning Coffee:

Helen Scott
690169
John Trevett
695006
Joan Kemp-Ambler
638908
Pauline Hanby
630102
Kim Harding
637018
Geoff Lowson
07771 997184
Helen Scott
690169
Frances Stenlake
637334
Sandra Sumner
690041
Annette Butters
07411 825230
Kim Harding
Frances Stenlake

637018
637334

The Friends of
Richardson Hospital
The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing
support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment
within Richardson Hospital and the local community.
Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at
Richardson Hospital.

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500

Registered Charity No. 511303

PLEASE NOTE
The July issue of The Pilgrim will be available on June 25th The last
date for copy is Thursday, June 17th . Items, please, to Geoff Lowson,
galowson@tiscali.co.uk
The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279
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13 Chapel Row, Middleton-in-Teesdale
Co. Durham DL12 0SN

Tel: 01833 641202
Email: teesdalephysio@gmail.com


Back / Neck Pain



Joint Problems



Sciatica



Sports Injuries



Neck Problems



Muscle + Ligament Injuries



Whiplash



Pilates (1:1 and classes)



Trapped Nerves



Headaches



Acupuncture



Post-surgical Rehabilitation

Now offering Complementary Therapies
with



Bowen Technique



Reflexology



Health Kinesiology



Digestive Massage



Indian Head Massage



Body Balancing Therapy




Food Sensitivities
Dietary Advice



Reiki

Tel 07971 207833
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01833 605062
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