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Tel: 01833 638655 day 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR 

CHAPEL OF REST 

FLORAL 
TRIBUTES 

CATERING 

ARRANGED 

Redwell Garage 

 

 

EXHAUSTS • TYRES • 

BATTERIES 

All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 

 

Redwell 

Garage 

Barnard Castle 

 

Tel: 01833 637341 

Fax: 01833 631888 

 

MAUDE’S 
COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS 

Prop: Stephen Maude 

 

FOR ALL YOUR  

TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS: 

MINI COACHES & COACHES 

 

 

 

 
 

REDWELL GARAGE 

BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone 01833 637341 

Fax 01833 631888 

Pirelli Dunlop 

The Decor and 
 Carpet Centre 

 

For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING, 

FABRICS, TILES  
and much, much more. 

 

Now in our 33rd year 
 

Allen Jenkins 
87 Montalbo Road, 

 Barnard Castle DL12 8BP 
 

Tel: 01833 690009 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE 

  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Main Service  (for details see monthly calendar page) 

  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families  

                    Please check calendar 
 

WHORLTON 

  9.00 a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays  Holy Communion 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VICAR:     Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage, 

    Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST  (637018) 

  CURATE       The Revd Sarah Cliff  BA (Hons) 17, Mayfield’  

                        Barnard Castle  DL12 8EA      (316076) 
                            

READERS     Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng  (637392) 

           David Walker BA (Hons), B.ThM  CPFA (650396) 
 READER Emeritus:   David Blakely MA  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

:                         Annette Butters GLCM (Hons)  
 

CHURCHWARDENS: Sandra Sumner (690041),  

   John R Moore (07793756129),   

   Bob Ward (630163) 

PCC SECRETARY:     David Walker (650396) 

TREASURER:             Robert Stenlake (637334) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen 

Guy (0740 3264857) or sg27@btinternet.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK:         https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-                       

   Barnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts  

    please see page 22 
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Dear All, 
 

How are the Lenten disciplines going? Have you given up the ‘giving up’ 
yet?  
 

It is difficult to deny ourselves life’s little luxuries, well it is for me! I love 
chocolate, cakes and all those sugary treats; and a glass of wine with a 
nice meal is just perfect. If you have tried to deny yourself some goodies 
and have forgotten that they were off limits, or you just couldn’t resist, 
then as Jesus says several times ‘do not worry’ (Matt 6:25 etc.) You can 
try again or maybe take something up instead: it is not too late. Perhaps 
just five minutes quiet prayer a day, listening to a new hymn or worship 
song or reading the parts of the Bible that we find difficult. The Church of 
England have online resources, #LiveLent—Care for God’s Creation 
campaign.  
 

If all of this giving up or taking up is perhaps not what you need in your 
spiritual life right now, I have another idea.  I have been reading some 
interesting articles about doing nothing for Lent. Not quite literally  
nothing, but being intentional about stillness with God, to take a moment 
to know God and let Him know us without the distraction and busyness 
of the day. Why not try to create some time in your day where God’s 
voice won’t be drowned out by all the clamour and tasks that divert our  
attention. In the first Book of Kings (19:11-14) the prophet Elijah expects 
to hear God’s voice in the dramatic and loud forces of nature; the wind; 
the earthquake and the fire. He is surprised to find that it is in the sound 
of sheer silence that he hears and listens to God’s will for him. 
 

                  Sarah 
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Saints but not ‘Saints’! 
 

Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador . Martyr 
24 March -- Commemoration 
 

Oscar Arnulfo Romero was born in a small village in El 
Salvador in 1917. Ordained priest, he was known as a quiet and  
unassuming pastor; he served in Anamorós then moved to San Miguel 
where he worked for over 20 years. In 1970, Romero was appointed an 
auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of San Salvador; four years later he 
became Bishop of the Diocese of Santiago de María, a poor, rural  
region and then in 1977 he was appointed Archbishop.  
 

This was a time of political and social turmoil  
in his country and on 12 March 1977, Rutilio 
Grande, a priest and personal friend of Romero 
was assassinated for speaking out on behalf of 
the poor and marginalised. This prompted 
Romero to begin to speak out against violence 
and his homilies supported the demands of the 
poor for economic and social justice. He refused 
to be silenced and continued to preach even  
under threat of assassination himself. 
 

On March 24th 1980, Archbishop Romero was 
shot dead by a gunman while celebrating Mass in the chapel of the  
Hospital of Divine Providence. Though no one was ever convicted for 
the crime, the UN Truth Commission for El Salvador concluded that the 
extreme right-wing politician and death squad leader Roberto  
D'Aubuisson had given the order. 
 

[Note. This Saints but not ‘Saints’ this month is in fact misplaced  
because Romero was Canonised and made a Saint (with a capital “S” )
by Pope Francis on Oct 14 2018. However, the story is so remarkable it 
is worth telling. Editor]  

 
Senor God 
Give us a little sun, a little happiness and some work. 
Give us a heart to comfort those in pain. 
Give us the ability to be good, strong, wise and free 
So that we may be as generous with others as we are with ourselves. 
Finally, Senor, let us all live in your own, one family. Amen 
 

       Prayer from Latin America 
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World Day of Prayer  Friday 6th March 2020 
 

A Message from Elizabeth Burroughs, who is  
Chairperson for the National Committee for England, 
Wales & Northern Ireland 
 

‘Why do you take so much trouble?  
It’s only one day a year!’     
 

I’m always shocked when I hear these words, especially when the  
questioner is someone who I thought had more sense. Prayer is a 24 
hour / 365 (or even 366) day business and we are a prayer movement.  
 

OK – the Day of Prayer is a significant date each year but, just as  
Christian Aid’s activities extend way beyond Christian Aid Week, so the 
work of World Day of Prayer – our informed prayer and prayerful  
action – lasts all year round. Currently, our main focus is in informing 
ourselves about Zimbabwe and to get everything together for next year’s 
Day of Prayer.  
 

At the same time our thoughts and prayers are with the people of  
Slovenia and the projects we are supporting plus the charities that have 
received grants from us over the past 12 – 18 months. You can read 
about some of them on our web site www.wwdp.org.uk  and, from now 
on, we will be highlighting a different project we have supported every 
month. WDP Zimbabwe is active throughout the year, supporting  
children with special needs and their families and other health and social 
care projects.  
 

In the UK we have a “Y-Pray” Conference at King’s Park Conference 
Centre, Northampton, NN3 6LL. 1 – 3 May 2020 aimed at younger  
women. If you know anyone who might be interested in attending it is 
only £140 all-inclusive for the weekend and might even attract a bursary. 
Let’s demonstrate that World Day of Prayer is alive and well  365 days of 
the year. If you would like to know more about this years’ service please 
contact Ruth Willett on 01833 690524 or Josie Pollard on 01833 638088 
 

ALL WELCOME to the service at the Methodist Church from 10.30 am 
for refreshments.  Service at 11 am on March 6th. 

Wednesday Coffee Morning 

                10.00 - 12.00 upstairs in the Parish Hall          

            Come for coffee, a scone and a chat! 

http://www.wwdp.org.uk
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/
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News from the belfry   The end of January saw 

us restart Saturday morning practices from 11-12noon, with 
a core band of 6 ringers practising Plain Bob Doubles and 
Plain Hunt on 6. Great progress is being made. 
 

Dig Ventures were in the tower and on 6th February, as part 
of the Photogrammetry workshop, several photographers climbed the 
tower steps with most of them venturing higher into the clockroom and 
bells.  
 

One photographer, Chris, took several photos of the 5th bell, rung up, 
from all angles! Unfortunately, he was not able to take photos of the 
clock as everything kept moving! It is hoped that he will be able to return 
to the tower in the summer when the clock is serviced, stopping parts 
from moving long enough for the photos to be taken! 
 

We look forward to seeing the 3D model of the bell for the virtual  
museum, and also the video. 
 

We attempted a quarter peal on Sunday 9th February for the 4 o’clock 
service but, unfortunately, were not successful. We did, however, ring 
720 changes of Plain Bob Minor, which was no mean feat as we had 3 
relatively novice ringers in the band: well done for this achievement. 
 

On Saturday 15th February, George and Alix joined me at the Southern 
District meeting held at Shildon. The bells were refurbished and rehung 
in the autumn. 32 ringers were present and we all then made our way to 
Heighington for refreshments, using the newly fitted kitchen area, before 
ringing. It was a good way to spend a wet and windy afternoon! 
 

On Wednesday 19th a group of 
us made the journey to Tanfield 
for their Midweek Guild meet-
ing. The newly augmented 10 
bells were in a spacious, bright 
and warm ringing room.  
Although they still need a little 
work to ring them well, they 
were much easier to ring than 
the previous set of 8 bells.  
 

About 20 ringers were present, 
from as far away as Bamburgh, 
Embleton, Hexham and  

Rothbury, as well as Heighington, Darlington and Barnard Castle! Most 
of the ringers retired to the Packhorse pub in Burnopfield for their lunch 
before going their separate ways.  
          Helen Scott 
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Churches Together  
in Barnard Castle and Startforth 
 

 
Lent Lunches 

      

Parish Hall, Newgate   12noon – 1.30pm  
 

Fridays Feb 28th, March 13th, 20th, 27th and April 3rd  ** 
 

Soup & Roll, Cheese & biscuits.  Tea/Coffee 
 

 

    All proceeds to Christian Aid  
 

 Suggested minimum donation £4.00  
Please Gift Aid if you can 

 
**No lunch on March 6th    World Day of Prayer at Methodist Church 

Photogrammetry workshop??  
 

What did we dop in the photogrammetry workshop?  
 

We met with a group of 8 volunteers for three days 
and taught them about the technique of  
photogrammetry, or 3D photography. St Mary's is 
home to a collection of remarkable artefacts which 
deserve to be seen by the wider world. So we aim to 
create a virtual museum on the new church website that will display all 
these artefacts. The 3D models allow people from all over the world to 
get a good look at interesting architectural features, grave stones, rare  
medieval cross slab grave covers by rotating, zooming in and out, etc 
 

We had a successful three days with a very enthusiastic and talented 
group of volunteers who are still busy taking photos and creating  
Models. The first results already popping up online. 
 

        Johanna (Digventures) 

SMUFFIES (St Mary’s Under-5s group) 

Tuesdays 1pm - 3pm in the Parish Hall       

All welcome 
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Music Notes    Special Coffee Morning 
 

One of the members of the Community Orchestra, 
James Goldberg (trumpet), plans to travel to  
Namibia in July 2021 through the organisation “World Challenge”.  
During his visit he will be working with local communities and although 

he won't know exactly what he will be doing until 
nearer the time, it will be something like helping 
to build a school room. In order to take part, he 
needs to raise a significant amount of money. 
James has the following message: 

 

On Saturday 21st March I will be hosting a coffee  
morning, 10:30-11:30am, in St Mary's Church. There will 
be refreshments, including cakes and biscuits, a raffle 
and best of all you will have the opportunity of listening  
to the Community Orchestra. Entry is free but any   
donations will be very welcome. Please call in, you don't need to stay for 
the whole time! Some of the money raised will be going to Christian Aid 
as a thank you to St Mary's for allowing me to hold this event. In  
addition, if anyone is interested in setting up a stall during the coffee 
morning, please contact me on 01833 630896.                        James 

Pilgrim Distributors and subscriptions for 2020. 
 

As mentioned last month, subscriptions for The  
Pilgrim are now being collected by distributors and we 
have had a steady flow coming in to be banked by the 
Parish Team. Many thanks to all those volunteers who 
make this possible. 
 

I would like to thank those distributors who have already 
collected their money and handed it in. If anyone is experiencing any 
difficulties, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 

Many thanks. 
      Helen Scott 

“I was watching the London Marathon and saw one runner dressed as 
a chicken and another runner dressed as an egg. I thought: 'This could 
be interesting'. 
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ABBEYFIELD HOUSE  

BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD 

Supported Living for the Over 55’s 

A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your own 

self-contained space.  We have a small team of staff providing 

home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly face.  

Rent is inclusive of all utilities and services other than your 

phone line. 

Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit. 

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com 01833 638116 

Teach us to Pray 
 

If someone asked of you, “Teach me to pray; 
Instruct me in the things that I must do.” 
What would you think of that? What would you say? 
Would it be hard to tell what works for you? 
Remember how our Saviour taught us to 
Call on his Father, on whom we could count, 
When he gave us his sermon on the mount: 
Delivering a pattern to pursue. 
 

Though this gave us a grounding where to start 
As children, we then grew in love and fear; 
Developing our prayers as a part 
Of daily converse lucid and sincere.  
As we matured our conversations grew 
In a relationship for ever new. 
 

                                            John Elliott 

mailto:abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com
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A Colourful History of Barnard Castle 
 

A talk by Peter Wise       Monday March 2nd 7.00pm 
 

At almost 900 years old, St Mary’s Parish church has accompanied the 
town of Barnard Castle since its beginning – through good times and 
bad times. But how did the church itself evolve with its changing uses 
from its foundation in the year 1130 to the present time?  
 

Peter Wise will be taking you 
on a journey through time,  
revealing the lesser known 
facts about this well-known 
church. Drawing on the  
eventful history of Barnard 
Castle - facing risings;  
Cholera; industrialisation and 
extreme population growth - 
he will illustrate how the 
town’s earliest church reacted 
and adapted to all those 
changes, sometimes being the 

cause and sometimes the solution, but always right at the centre.  
 

Peter is a retired teacher who was Head of Physics at Barnard Castle 
School for 27 years. He has been a member of St Mary’s for over 45 
years; served as Church Warden; used to be on the Friends of St 
Mary’s committee and is currently on the Parish Hall Committee. Over 
the years, he has been responsible for mapping the churchyard and 
producing a series of booklets covering different topics about the  
history of St Mary’s church and the town of Barnard Castle.  
 

This talk is the first in a series of talks for the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund  'Windows to the World' project. They are being held at St Mary’s 
Parish church every first Monday of the month with some additional 
special dates in between.  
 

St Mary's Parish has an eventful history, going back over 900 years. 
Alongside the church's ongoing restoration, we are delving into the  
archives and uncovering hidden gems from its past. The talks will  
cover the eventful history and cultural peculiarities of the church and 
the parish. w900 years is a long time and you are bound to learn things 
you didn’t know before! 
                                                                                        DigVentures 
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Digitise 900 Years of History 
 

Help us create a digital archive   Thurs 19 March  10:30 – 15:30 GMT 
 

Like history? Enjoy thumbing through old documents? We're looking for 
a team of people who would like to join our ongoing project to help us to 
digitise St Mary’s unique collection of historic documents, journals and 
lists so that we can create an open, searchable online database that 
makes all this information accessible to people all over the world 
 

Over the course of the day, we'll help you develop the skill of digitisation 
and strategies to create a good database of historic documents. You'll 
learn all about the best practice of handling documents, digitisation  
techniques, file naming and storage from our friendly expert. 
 

By the end, you will have gained the skills necessary to continue sorting 
and digitising documents for the online database on your own, or in 
small groups throughout the year.  
 

This workshop is mostly practical and we have limited equipment. 
Please bring a scanner and laptop if possible. To book your place please 
ring 0333 011 3990 

         DigVentures  

      

      PUBLIC LECTURE 
 

 
 
 

“Food and Wine: What have they got to do with Geography?” 
 

Why milk, bananas and McDonald’s can tell us a lot about society and ourselves 
 

Emeritus Professor Peter Atkins (Durham University) 
 

Barnard Castle School Music Room 
 

6.30pm Thursday 19th March 2020 
 

All proceeds to support local charities    Adults - £8 Child 16 & under - £5 
 

Tickets available at the door or on-line from: 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/barnardcastlerotaryclub/t-dmxomm 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/barnardcastlerotaryclub/t-dmxomm
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The Wider Church    
 

Carbon Neutral Church  At the recent meeting of the Church of England 
General Synod the following motion was passed. It reads  “That this  
Synod, recognising that the global climate emergency is a crisis for God’s 
creation and a fundamental injustice, and following the call of the  
Anglican Communion ….. call upon all parts of the Church of England,  
including parishes, education institutions, dioceses, cathedrals and  
National Church Institutions, to work to achieve year-on-year reductions 
in emissions and urgently examine what would be required to reach net 
zero emissions by 2030 in order that a plan of action can be drawn up to 
achieve that target.”  
 

Church Buildings  A recently published C of E report notes that since 
1969, about ten per cent of churches - just under 2000 - have closed. 
The analysis notes that churches in the most deprived parishes are much 
more likely to close — “the very places which should be missional  
priorities”. 70 per cent of those considered for closure were in parishes 
characterised as more than 90 per cent urban. Churches in the most  
deprived parishes are “far more likely to struggle . . . and even more likely 
to close”. Forty per cent of closures were in the most deprived ten per 
cent of parishes in the country. Analysis also indicates that the higher the 
listing grade, the less likely the church is to struggle or close, however 
the withdrawal of the Heritage Lottery Fund’s Grants for Places of  
Worship, means that “it is likely that a greater proportion of listed  
churches,  or simply more churches will have to consider closure.                  
       [Source Church Times ] 
 

Bishops and the House of Lords A bill proposing that Church of  
England bishops be no longer entitled to membership of the House of 
Lords has passed its first reading. The Bill was introduced by Lord 
Taverne QC, a Lib Dem peer and a humanist. He seeks that “No one 
shall be a member of the House of Lords by virtue of being a bishop or 
archbishop of the Church of England.” The Bill, cited as the House of 
Lords (Removal of Bishops) Act 2020, does not exclude anyone who is, 
or has been, a bishop or archbishop from “receiving and exercising the  
entitlements under” a peerage for life, nor does it exclude these persons 
from entering the Lords “for the purpose only of leading prayers”. 

Pause for thought.  
 

‘I have learnt that people will forget what you said, they will forget what you 
did, but they will never forget how you made them feel’ 
                                                                           Maya Angelou  1928— 2014 
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The Stations of the Cross …. In the calendar for the month 

you will see that on Passion Sunday (March 29th) the 10.30am service 
will include “The Stations of the Cross” This is just a brief introduction.  
 

Also called Way of the Cross, this is a series of 14 pictures portraying 
events in the Passion of Christ, from his condemnation by Pontius Pilate 
to his entombment. The series of stations is as 
follows: (1) Jesus is condemned to death, (2) he is 
made to bear his cross, (3) he falls the first time, 
(4) he meets his mother, (5) Simon of Cyrene is 
made to bear the cross, (6) Veronica wipes Jesus’ 
face, (7) he falls the second time, (8) the women 
of Jerusalem weep over Jesus, (9) he falls the 
third time, (10) he is stripped of his garments, (11) 
he is nailed to the cross, (12) he dies on the cross, 
(13) he is taken down from the cross, and (14) he 
is placed in the sepulchre. The images are usually 
mounted on the inside walls of a church; some 
churches use them on a regular basis. 

 

The devotional exercise of visiting and praying in front of each of the 14 
stations and meditating on the Passion of Christ, stems from the practice 
of early Christian pilgrims who visited the scenes of the events in  
Jerusalem and walked the traditional route from the supposed location of 
Pilate’s house to Calvary. Tradition holds that Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
set up stone markers at her home outside Jerusalem to retrace the steps 
of her son’s Passion, but the origin of the devotion in its present form is 
not clear.  
 

The number of stations originally observed in Jerusalem was fewer than 
14. In the early 16th century, Ways of the Cross were established in  
Europe, and the tradition of 14 stations probably derived from the best 
known of them, that at Leuven (1505). The Franciscans long popularized 
the practice, and in the 18th century they bowed to Western Christian 
devotional feeling and provided 14 stations in Jerusalem.  
 

Prayerful meditation through the Stations of the Cross is especially  
common during Lent and on Fridays throughout the year. The devotion 
may be done individually or in a group and is particularly important in 
Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Lutheran traditions. Each station is  
commonly visited with some variation of the prayer “We adore you, O 
Christ, and we bless you. Because by your holy cross you have  
redeemed the world” and with a reading from a relevant passage of 
Scripture.  
 

Source  Encyclopaedia Britannica  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Passion-Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jesus
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Pontius-Pilate
https://www.britannica.com/topic/cross-religious-symbol
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mary-mother-of-Jesus
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Veronica
https://www.britannica.com/place/Jerusalem
https://www.britannica.com/topic/church-Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/place/Golgotha
https://www.britannica.com/place/Leuven
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Franciscans
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Lent
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Roman-Catholicism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Anglicanism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Lutheranism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/prayer


 

15 

 

The Mothers’ Union  The February meeting was  

our AGM and we began as always with worship led by the 
Revd John Moore. This included the MU Wave of Prayer 
 

 The Treasurer presented the audited 2019 accounts. 
Thanks were given to Frances Carter for her work. 

 Thanks were given to Pat Wilson who is standing down from the 
committee after 20 years service. 

 The plans for the coming year were outlined. 
 The social part of the meeting involved a “Chinese Raffle” when gift 

wrapped parcels large and small were raffled. This raised £33 for 
MU funds.  

 The members were thanked for their support. 
         Sandra Sumner 
 
The MU is a worldwide organisation which makes a real impact upon 
peoples’ lives. Here is a brief introductions to just one of its programmes.  
 

The Literacy and Financial Education Programme  …… is one of the 
most cost-effective literacy programmes in the world. We train community 
volunteers as literacy  
facilitators, who are then 
equipped to run literacy circles 
in their own community. They 
enable communities to acquire 
basic literacy and numeracy 
skills whilst discussing and 
planning action on their daily 
issues and challenges. 
 

For example, in Burundi  Mothers' Union members have brought literacy 
learning to over 20,000 women and men in just over a decade. All  
literacy circles and savings groups are open to everyone, crossing the 
boundaries of religion, age, gender or tribe, enabling community unity. 
Our programme has been especially effective in reaching those who are 
the most marginalised in society including groups previously  
discriminated against such as the Twa pygmy tribe in Burundi and  
displaced communities in Ethiopia, Sudan and South Sudan.  
 

These groups enable communities to share so much more than just basic 
educational skills. The programme specifically focuses on building 
knowledge and skills in business development and community savings 
group formation for its members. As a result women are now gaining  
financial independence, have more autonomy to manage their lives and 
are participating in household decision-making as well as community  
politics and leadership.  
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St Patrick’s Day  March 17th  
 
Some facts about Patrick   …  St Patrick really  
existed  ♦ Taken to Ireland as a slave at age 16  ♦  
Escaped after 6 years   ♦   Became a priest, and later a 
Bishop   ♦  Returned to Ireland as a missionary   ♦   
Played a major part in converting the Irish to  
Christianity   ♦  Some of his writings survive.  
 

There are many legends about Patrick   One credits 
him with banishing snakes from Ireland, though all  
evidence suggests that post-glacial Ireland never had 
snakes.  Legend also credits Patrick with teaching the 
Irish about the concept of the Trinity by showing people 
the shamrock, a 3-leaved clover, using it to highlight 
the Christian belief of 'three divine persons in the one 
God'   A  lovely story is that during his evangelising journey back to  
Ireland from Cumbria, he is understood to have carried with him an ash 
wood walking stick. He thrust this stick into the ground wherever he was 
preaching and at the place now known as Aspatria (ash of Patrick) the 
message took so long to get through to the people there that the stick 
had taken root by the time he was ready to move on. !!   

International Women’s Day …..  is celebrated on the 8th of 

March every year. It is a focal point in the 
movement for women's rights. It began in 
1909 and today it is marked all over the 
world to varying degrees - it ranges from 
being a public holiday in some countries 
to being largely ignored elsewhere.  
 

This year the emphasis is upon equality 
with a slogan “An equal world is an ena-
bled world.” and the theme is illustrated 
by people having pictures taken posing 
with their arms making an ‘equals’ sign. 
 

This movement is not overtly Christian, 
but it focuses upon issues of justice and 
so Christian people should be aware of it. 
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Calendar  March 2020 

Sunday 1st  The First Sunday of Lent 

 8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Sung communion at Barnard Castle  

 4.00pm Thinking Day Service 

Monday 2nd 1.30pm Mothers’ Union at Barnard Castle 

 7.00pm A History of St Mary’s talk at Barnard Castle 

W’day 4th 10.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 7.00pm Lent Group at Barnard Castle 

Friday 6th 10.30am World Day of Prayer Service at Barnard Cas-

tle Methodist Church  10.30am for 11.00am  

  NB No Lent Lunch in the Parish Hall 

 5.00pm Community Choir at Barnard Castle 

Saturday 7th 10.00am Community Orchestra at Barnard Castle 

Sunday  8th  The Second Sunday of Lent 

 8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 9.00am Holy Communion at Whorlton 

 10.30am Sung Communion and Junior Church at  

Barnard Castle with prayers for healing 

Monday 9th 2.00pm Whorlton Church meeting at Rose Cottage 

W’day 11th 10.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 7.00pm Lent Group at Barnard Castle 

Thursday 12th  2.00pm Charles Dickens Lodge Service 

Friday 13th 11.00am Church Tour at Barnard Castle 

 12noon Lent Lunch in the Parish Hall 

 5.00pm Community Choir at Barnard Castle 

Saturday 14th Evening PMC Cluster at Durham 

 All Day PMC Cluster at durham 

 10.00am Community Orchestra at Barnard Castle 
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Sunday 15th   The Third Sunday of Lent 

 8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Sung Communion at Barnard Castle 

 4.00pm The Four o’ clock Service 

Monday 16th 6.00pm Display in Church at Barnard Castle  

6.00pm—7.30pm 

 7.30pm Bell Ringers’ meeting 

Tuesday 17th 1.00pm Visit of Trinity College Cambridge Choir to 

local schools.    1.00pm—3.00pm 

W’day 18th  10.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle  

 7.00pm Lent Group at Barnard Castle 

Friday 20th 11.00am Tour and Display at Barnard Castle 

 12noon Lent Lunch in the Parish Hall 

 5.00pm Community Choir at Barnard Castle 

Saturday 21st 10.00am Community Orchestra meets prior to fund 

raising concert and coffee morning at 10.30am 

Sunday 22nd  Mothering Sunday 

 8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 9.00am  Holy Communion at Whorlton 

 10.30am A Service of the Word and Junior Church at  

Barnard Castle 

Monday 23rd 6.00pm Display in Church at Barnard Castle  

6.00pm—7.30pm 

 7.00pm PCC Meeting at Barnard Castle 

W’day 25th  10.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle  

 7.00pm Lent Group at Barnard Castle 

Thursday 26th 11.00am King’s Court Care Home Service 

Friday 27th 11.00am Tour and Display at Barnard Castle 

 12noon Lent Lunch in the Parish Hall 

 2.15pm The Manor House Service 

 5.00pm Community Choir at Barnard Castle 
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PLEASE NOTE 
 

The March issue of The Pilgrim will be available on March 27th. The last 
date for copy is Thursday  19th March.   

Items, please, to Geoff Lowson, galowson@tiscali.co.uk  
 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with 
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279 

Friday 27th 7.00pm YMCA Sleep Easy event 

Saturday 28th 10.00am Community Orchestra at Barnard Castle 

Sunday 29th  Passion Sunday 

  British Summer Time begins 

 8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Sung Communion with Stations of the Cross 

and Junior Church at Barnard Castle 

Monday 30th 10.00am Abbeyfield (Galgate) Service 

Tuesday 31st 2.00pm Beaconsfield Court Care Home Service 

Christian Aid week   10-16th May 2020 
 

That time of year is fast approaching again.  Regular 
collectors will be expecting to hear my voice on the 
other end of the ‘phone; it is, after all, often the only 
time I ‘phone some of you!  
 

However, I am sure you will agree that the work that we do in one week 
of street collections far outweighs the bit of juggling we have to do to fit 
yet another commitment into our already busy lives. 
 

If anyone who has not been involved in the past would like to find out 
more about Christian Aid week, please call me on tel: 690169, or mention 
it to the Vicar. 
 

Christian Aid bags for street collectors will be in Church from Friday 1st 
May.  
 

Thank you in anticipation of your assistance in this very worthy cause. 
 

         Helen Scott   
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From the registers 
 

Baptisms 
 

February 23rd Astrid Victoria Kathleen Oates 
   Douglas Alexander Francis Oates 
       11, Scholars Park, Darlington 
 

I will pour out my blessing upon your offspring 
And my blessing upon your children. 

 

Funerals 
Service and committal at Darlington Crematorium 

 

February 26th  Maureen Elizabeth Metcalfe (88) 
       King’s Court Care Home 

 

Service in church followed by committal at Wear Valley Crematorium  
 

February 7th Brian Alexander Sparrow (88) 
       11, Farmers’ Way 
     

Service and committal in church followed by cremation 
 

February 17th  Vera How (89)  Barrington Lodge Care Home 
February 24th Laura Ella Moore  (88)  38, Churchill Road 
February 27th Brian William Wilkinson  (82) 
       Rosedale Nursing Home 
       Previously Zetland Road 
 

Service in church flowed by burial 
 

February 26th Sheila Allan  (71)  5 The Oval, Stainton Grove 
 

Your goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life 

And finally … have you ever wondered why  …. people order double 

cheeseburgers, large fries and a Diet Coke? ….… banks leave both 

doors open and then chain the pens to the counters? ….... we leave cars 

worth thousands of pounds in the driveway and put our useless junk in 

the garage? ….... we buy hot dogs in packages of ten and buns in  

packages of eight?  …... we don't ever see the headline 'Psychic Wins 

Lottery'?  ….... 'abbreviated' is such a long word?  ….. lemon juice is 

made with artificial flavour, and dishwashing liquid made with real  

lemons? …..… didn't Noah swat those two mosquitoes? 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

Bellringers:  Helen Scott (690169) 

Electoral Roll Officer:  Keith Miles (637512) 
First Friday Group:  Lesley Taylor (631716) or   

 Theresa Atkinson (638213) 

Flower Guild:  Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908)    

Friends of St Mary's: Pauline Hanby (630102) 

Junior Church:  Kim Harding (637018) 
Lifts to church:  Keith Miles (637512) 

Magazine Production:  Geoff Lowson  07771997184 

Magazine Distribution Helen Scott (690169) 

Magazine Advertising: Frances Stenlake (637334) 
Mothers’ Union:  Sandra Sumner (690041) 

Music Annette Butters 07411825230  

Parish Hall Association Secretary:  Peter Wise (637904) 

Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding (637018) 

Wednesday Morning Coffee:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 

The Friends of 

Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 

support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 

within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at 

Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  
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01833 605062 


