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Tel: 01833 638655 day 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR 

CHAPEL OF REST 

FLORAL 
TRIBUTES 

CATERING 
ARRANGED 

Redwell Garage 

 

 
EXHAUSTS • TYRES • 

BATTERIES 

All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 

 
Redwell 
Garage 

Barnard Castle 
 

Tel: 01833 637341 
Fax: 01833 631888 

 

MAUDE’S 
COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS 

Prop: Stephen Maude 

 

FOR ALL YOUR  
TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS: 

TAXIS, MINI COACHES & COACHES 
 
 
 
 
 

REDWELL GARAGE 
BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone 01833 637341 
Fax 01833 631888 

Pirelli Dunlop 

The Decor and 
 Carpet Centre 

 

For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING, 

FABRICS, TILES  
and much, much more. 

 

Now in our 32nd year 
 

Allen Jenkins 
87 Montalbo Road, 

 Barnard Castle DL12 8BP 
 

Tel: 01833 690009 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE 
  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 
10.30 a.m.  Main Service  (for details see monthly calendar page) 
  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families  
                    Please check calendar 
 

WHORLTON 
  9.00 a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays  Holy Communion 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
VICAR:     Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage, 

   Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST  (637018) 
 

READERS     Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng  (637392) 
           David Walker BA (Hons), B.ThM  CPFA (650396) 

 READER Emeritus:   David Blakely MA  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST ANDDIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
:                         Annette Butters GLCM (Hons)  
 
CHURCHWARDENS: Sandra Sumner (690041),  
   John R Moore (07793756129),   
   Bob Ward (630163) 
PCC SECRETARY:     David Walker (650396) 
TREASURER:             Robert Stenlake (637334) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen 

Guy (0740 3264857) or       
 sg27@btinternet.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK:         https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-                       
   Barnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts  

please see page 22 
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          May 2019 

Dear All, 
 

Those who farm cattle or sheep in wild, out of the way places, face many 
difficulties, not least amongst them being ‘how do you keep your stock 
from wandering away?’ I remember hearing of an Australian cattle 
farmer who was asked this question. His farm covered great tracts of 
land in the Australian outback with not a fence to be seen on his land: ‘we 
dig wells’ was his answer. His cattle would never stray too far from water. 
The story was offered as a picture of what a living church might be for its 
parish and parishioners: a well in a dry place. 
 

Here in the North of England, our upland sheep farmers face a similar 
problem. There comes a point when it isn’t feasible to build any more dry-
stone walls out on the fells or moors so how do farmers know where their 
sheep will be? The answer here is that the sheep are ‘hefted’. By some 
mysterious process, that is yet to be fully understood, a flock passes the 
knowledge of where it belongs from ewe to lamb down the generations. If 
we were to take a message from this practice it would be that there is a 
right place for commitment to a particular place or community for our 
Christian discipleship to flourish. The Benedictine monks called this com-
mitment ‘stabilitas’, the sort of faithfulness to others that enables trust 
and love to grow. 
 

This month however sees the celebration of one of the great feasts of the 
church: the Ascension (May 30th) . Most discussion of the Ascension trips 
up on the questions of ‘how’ and ‘where’. How did Jesus ‘ascend’ into 
heaven (like a space rocket?) and where or what is heaven anyhow? 
More important however is for us to recognize that the Ascension shows 
us that Christ is no longer ‘hefted’ to being in one particular place and 
one particular time. From his birth until 40 days after Easter he had been 
known by His disciples in 1st century Israel and only known to them.  
 

Christian experience since the Ascension has been that He is present to 
us all in all times and in all places: no longer bound or confined by time or 
space. Following hard upon the Ascension comes Pentecost: He leaves 
in order to be ever present to us. He goes in order to come again through 
the gift of His spirit: the ‘living water’ of God’s life from a well that will  
never run dry. 

     Alec 
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PARTNERSHIP FOR MISSIONAL CHURCH 
 
The first congregational event of the Partnership for Missional Church 
programme was held in church on the evening of 9th April. 
 

After tea, cake and some general discussion, a slightly apprehensive 
Steering Team of Cecilia, Helen, Matthew and Beverley, along with Alec, 
invited people to take a seat at one of the tables set out at the front of 
church. Helen led those present in the exercise of ‘Dwelling in the Word’ 
- a passage from the Bible is read aloud and each person is asked to 
recall a word or phrase which stands out for them and to share this with 
another person. ‘Dwelling in the Word’, which is done at every PMC 
meeting, cultivates a spirit of listening not only to God but also to one 
another which is an integral part of the whole three year process. 
  

Cecilia then led the main part of the evening which involved creating a 
‘Timeline’ in terms of the life of this church. It was decided to be creative 
in the presentation of this and instead of a long piece of paper, an actual 
line in the form of a piece of string was put up around the front of the 
church and divided into centuries. People were given three pieces of pa-
per – red on which to write something happy or positive that happened in 
the life of St Mary’s, blue for something not so good or sad, and green, 
on which to put something that was hopeful. After much discussion and 
reflection, people wrote their comments on the relevant sheets and 
pegged them on the line. Cecilia then read out what had been written. 
This lead to some lively discussion including what actually constituted 
‘good’ or ‘bad’ as for example, ‘re-ordering of the church’ was written on 
both a blue (not so good) and green (sign of hope) piece of paper.  
 

There were a wide variety of comments in all three sections. Some of the 
‘good’ things were the hanging of the bells in 1823; the connection be-
tween Richard III and the building. Interestingly, the funeral of Rev. John 
Sturges was mentioned because it was a particularly poignant example 
of one man’s attitude to his death – a statement of Christian faith. Some 
‘not so good’ events related to changes in the building; the loss of the 
feeling of belonging and the turning of the fire hose on John Wesley 
when he preached in the town! The majority of the green pieces of pa-
per, signifying ‘hope’, were to be found at the latter end of the ‘Timeline’ 
and the comments mentioned here included the community involvement 
in the music of the church.  
 

All the comments will be analysed and conclusions will go towards the 
building up of a wider Parish Profile which is to be compiled in due 
course.  
                                                                               Beverley Pilcher 
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Saints but not ‘Saints’ 
On the 30th of May the Church remembers the  
social reformer, Josephine Butler  
 

 Josephine Butler (née Grey)  was born on 13 April 
1828 in Northumberland. Her father John Grey was 
a strong advocate of social reform and a campaigner against the slave 
trade. His cousin was Earl Grey of Howick Hall, Northumberland who 
was the British prime minister between 1830 and 1834 and of Earl Grey 
Tea fame—and Grey’s Monument in Newcastle! 
 

Josephine married an Anglican priest, George 
Butler in 1852. He was an academic with similar 
political views to her own. Together they had 
four children but in 1863, their six year old 
daughter died. In an attempt to cope with her 
grief, Butler threw herself into charity work, par-
ticularly related to the rights of women. Amongst 
the issues on which she campaigned was that of 
child prostitution. She was part of a group which 
forced parliament to raise the age of consent 
from 13 to 16. 
 

In 1869, Josephine began her campaign against the Contagious  
Diseases Acts. These had been introduced in the 1860s in an attempt to 
reduce venereal disease in the armed forces. Police were permitted to 
arrest women living in seaports and military towns who they believed 
were prostitutes and force them to be examined for venereal disease. 
Butler toured the country making speeches condemning the Acts. Many 
people were shocked that a woman would speak in public about sexual 
matters. The acts were suspended in 1883 and were repealed three 
years later. She also took a great interest in women's education. She 
pressured the authorities at Cambridge University into providing further 
education courses for women; this eventually led to the foundation of the 
all-women college at Newnham.  
 

In later life she returned to Wooler in Norhumberland; she died on 30 
December 1906 and is buried at Kirknewton.  
 

The newest college at Durham University is named after her. 
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Green Lane Jottings 
 

First, thank you to Miss Bryden’s class for leading 
our Class Collective Worship on Easter and new 
beginnings. They worked hard to prepare and it 
was most enjoyable. 

 

We had our end of 
term Easter Service 
in St. Mary’s Church 
on the Tuesday  
before the holidays. It 
was led by Canon Harding. This is a  
special way to end the school term and we 
appreciated it as always.  
 

Our ‘Glee Club’ put on a special perfor-
mance after school on the last Wednesday 
of term, to showcase to parents and car-
ers the songs they have been working on. 
They performed brilliantly and everyone 
involved enjoyed it very much.  
 

 
Congratulations to two teams of 
Year 1 and 2 children who rep-
resented Green Lane in a recent 
football tournament. The A 
Team came second in their 
group, losing only one game 
and the B Team came first in 
their group, winning every 
game. One of our children 
scored 21 goals! Our Early Years Foundation Studies and Year 5 / 6 
children had multi-skills festivals in the same week in which they repre-
sented Green Lane brilliantly whilst having lots of fun.  

 

Wednesday Coffee Morning 

9.30 - 12.00 upstairs in the Parish Hall   

Come for coffee, a scone and a chat! 
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En Route to Emmaus 
 
That road, that day! 
Sand-blasted, pebble-dashed 
Under a brassy sky. 
We trudged along, getting away, 
Away from the damned city 
(where women wept not knowing why) 
And we grieved not just for our friend 
But for our dream, shed into the dust, 
Our hopes blasted on Golgotha. 
 

Heart-sore we trudged on 
Exchanging a word here, pain pregnant, 
Another word there, hopeless. 
 

Then this fellow appeared astern, 
Dust scuffing up from his heels, 
Casually unknowing of the city’s turmoil – 
Strewth! Had he been on another planet? 
We asked ourselves. 
So we filled him in on things. 
 

Now the words came tumbling out 
Cascades of horror at the bloody end – 
The memories were unstoppable, insupportable, 
“Oh my God, Oh, Oh …” 
We too, like the women wept. 
 

In silence we trudged on 
Until the stranger’s voice slipped gently 
Into our train of thought; 
The train of pain was boarded 
By passengers, love, sacrifice, hope, redemption, salvation. 
 

There was spring in our steps, 
Hope in our hearts as we footed it to Emmaus 
There he blessed and broke our bread for us – that was it! 
Our man had come – and is with us still. 
         Brian Blanchard 
 

SMUFFIES (St Mary’s Under-5s group) 
Tuesdays 1pm - 3pm in the Parish Hall       

All welcome 
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News from the belfry 
 
Last month, I reported that we would be ringing before 
the 4 o’clock services in future, and we started off with 
Daniel’s first quarter peal attempt on Sunday 24th 
March. If Daniel was nervous, it didn’t show at all in 
his ringing, which was of a consistently high standard, 
despite never having rung for this length of time be-
fore. Well done, Daniel!  
Also, no blisters - that’s quite an achievement. 
 

Sunday 24th March  
1260 Plain Bob Doubles in 42 minutes 
1-John Welch 
2-Christopher Curry 
3-Helen Scott 
4-Caroline Piercy 
5-Darren Moore (C) 
6-Daniel Goldberg 
First quarter peal at first attempt.(6) 
Rung for the 4 o’clock service. 
 

I would like to thank the visitors who travelled from Grinton and  
Richmond to enable us to ring the quarter. 
 

Alix and George rang unaided during a learners’ practice at the end of 
March and continue to make fantastic progress, ringing in rounds on 8 
bells during practices. Alix rang the 6th bell for the first time on 8th April 
and managed to keep it in the right place which was brilliant!  Alix and 
George now join us on Sunday mornings for service ringing so our  
numbers continue to rise. 
 

I struck up a conversation with a stranger on a charity walk recently, and 
discovered that he was a lapsed ringer! Not only that, his wife (who had 
also had a few handling lessons in the past) has a sister who is an  
extremely keen bell ringer ‘down South’!  The couple (Mark and Ellie) 
know Anthea and Chris Enzor from Heighington - it really is a very small 
‘Ringing World’. I wonder how long it would have taken me to discover 
Mark and Ellie, who only moved to Barney from Derby last September, if 
I hadn’t gone on the walk?! 
 

At the time of writing this article, we are looking forward to attending the 
Durham and Newcastle Association AGM which is being held locally at 
Heighington on Saturday 27th April. This will be a great experience for all 
of our learners.                (Continued overleaf) 
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ABBEYFIELD HOUSE  

BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD 

Supported Living for the Over 55’s 

A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your own 
self-contained space.  We have a small team of staff providing 

home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly face.  
Rent is inclusive of all utilities and services other than your 

phone line. 

Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit. 

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com 01833 638116 

It is with a note of sadness, I would like to 
mention that on Maundy Thursday evening 
at 7pm, we tolled the tenor bell for 7 
minutes, as a mark of solidarity following 
the devastating fire at Notre Dame  
Cathedral (see the link below): 
 
http://www.archbishopofyork.org/news/
news-2019/archbishops-ask-cathedrals-
and-churches-toll-bells-notre-dame 
 
We plan to ring a first quarter attempt for another of our learners, Simon 
Froom, on Sunday 28th April, prior to the 4 o’clock service. No pressure, 
Simon! 
 
         Helen Scott 
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Christian Aid Week   
May 12 - 18 
 

‘All mums should live’ 
 

Sierra Leone is the world’s most dangerous 
place to become a mum. Every day, 10 women die giving birth. In 
Sawula district, the community struggle with a clinic which has no elec-
tricity and only two delivery beds.  
 

Jebbeh is heavily pregnant but as her baby grows, it’s not joy that fills 
her heart, but fear. When Jebbeh’s sister 
Fatmata went in to labour, there were so few 
ambulances that she had no choice but to walk 
for three hours under the baking sun, to the 
nearest hospital. The journey was long and with 
every step Fatmata struggled to keep walking.  
Jebbeh told us: ‘My sister was crying out with 
hunger. She died by the side of the road. She 
never gave birth.’ 
 

This Christian Aid Week, together, we can make 
childbirth safe for mums and babies. Through 
our gifts and prayers, we can help give the 
world’s poorest mums a chance to live. 
 

Will you be a partner for change? If our church 
raised £300, it could help provide a new delivery 
bed so more mums like Jebbeh can deliver their babies safely. 
 

A Prayer from Sierra Leone 
 

Most heavenly Father of the human race, behold me, unworthy though I 
am; see that I am about to have a baby. I pray that you assist me to 
bear childbirth courageously, and give me physical and moral strength. 
Avert from me any unseen and unnatural circumstances and grant me 
the privilege and joy of bearing a healthy baby. Hear my humble prayer, 
dear Lord, offered to you with confidence and love in this hour of  
expectation. Help me to be a good mother in word and example. Grant 
that after my delivery my little baby may learn at an early age of your 
greatness. May the joy and peace of a safe delivery fill my heart  and 
may your name be praised  now and forever.  Amen 
 
[This prayer was written by a woman in Sierra Leone called Sister 
Gbonda at least 20 years ago—it appeared in a book in 1998. After all 
those years, things clearly still need to improve.  Editor] 
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Easter Baptism for Izzy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There was a real sense of joy and excitement on Easter Sunday when 
one of the very familiar members of the congregation was baptised. 
 

Izzy (Isobel Naomi Harvey) arrived at St Mary’s about two years ago 
and is a member of the Church Choir, the Community Choir and plays 
saxophone in the Community Music Group. You can always tell when 
she is about because there is lots of fun and laughter coming from 
that corner! 
 

Izzy’s family came along to support her of course and the celebratory 
atmosphere was added to when wine and cakes were served up after 
the service.  
 

She loves singing, and will be performing at the concert on May 17th. 
(See page 14)   
 

Another of her passions is acting and she is an  
enthusiastic member of Castle Players. 
 

Easter Day is the most important day in the Christian 
year and is always a joyous occasion, but a young 
adult being baptised on that day was wonderful.  
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Music Notes  
A big thank you to the members of the community 
choir, church choir and community music group who 
were part  of the Easter Day service. It was  
wonderful to have all ten of our brass players  
together on the same day playing fanfares and hymns. That was a first 
for us all! The string and flute group played before the service and during 
communion. The choir sang a gentle Alleluia (with flute accompaniment) 
and the lively “Christ is Risen, He is Risen indeed” accompanied by all 
the musicians.  

‘A foot has no nose’ 
 

Of the many interactions I had with my mother those many years ago, 
one stands out with clarity. I remember the occasion when mother sent 
me to the main road, about twenty yards away from the homestead, to 
invite a passing group of seasonal work-seekers home for a meal. She 
instructed me to take a container along and collect dry cow dung for 
making a fire. I was then to prepare the meal for the group of work-
seekers. 
 

The thought of making an open fire outside at midday, cooking in a 
large three-legged pot in that intense heat, was sufficient to upset even 
an angel. I did not manage to conceal my feelings from my mother and, 
after serving the group, she called me to the veranda.   
 

Looking into my eyes, she said "Tsholofelo, why did you sulk when I 
requested you to prepare a meal for those poor destitute people?"  
Despite my attempt to deny her allegation, and using the heat of the fire 
and the sun as an excuse for my alleged behaviour, mother, giving me a 
firm look, said ""Lonao ga lo na nko" - "A foot has no nose". It means: 
you cannot detect what trouble may lie ahead of you. 
 

Had I denied this group of people a meal, it may have happened that, in 
my travels some time in the future, I found myself at the mercy of those 
very individuals. As if that was not enough to shame me, mother  
continued: "Motho ke motho ka motho yo mongwe". The literal meaning: 
"A person is a person because of another person".                                                                              
                               Source: "African Wisdom" by Ellen K. Kuzwayo 
 

[Note  In southern Africa the term used for this same notion is Ubuntu 
which is translated as ‘I am because you are.’] 
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Dates for your diary. 

  I, Malvolio 
          Barnard Castle 
           Parish Church 
 
  Friday May 10th   7.30pm 

  
        Tickets  £8.00  
      and £5.00 (Under 16) 
 

Available from 01833 637714 (di Peat) or 01833 637018 (The Vicarage) 
 

Tim Crouch’s charged, hilarious and downright joyous celebration of 
Shakespeare’s most pent up steward! I, Malvolio is the story of Twelfth 
Night told through the eyes of the play’s notoriously wronged servant. In 
a story of lost dignity, prudery, practical jokes and bullying, Malvolio 
draws his audience into the madness of Shakespeare’s play and makes it 
his own. Starring Gordon Duffy-McGhie   

“Inspired by”.....  Music, poetry, short readings 

                     Friday 17th May at 7pm  in church 

Have you got a favourite poem or short extract that you would like to 
share? Maybe it’s something that inspires you in some way, or perhaps it 
has a special meaning for you. It might be well-known or not, sacred or 
secular, modern or ancient....if you feel shy about reading it to others, 
perhaps ask a friend to do the deed!  

This quiet and gentle evening will also have a few solo musical items—
the aim is to be very relaxed and informal. Nibbles and candlelight provid-
ed, please bring your own drinks along though. All welcome. If you would 
like to participate, please get in touch with Annette 07411825230  
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Mothers Union, St Mary’s Barnard Castle 
 
Our April meeting was led by the vicar.  
 

We began with a Passover Service – it is always special  
when we share communion together. 
 

We then had a Bible study on Luke 10:1-12 using the method known as 
Dwelling in the Word. If you have not taken part in this the pattern is as 
follows. The passage is read aloud; there is then a moment to reflect on 
what stood out for you, it could have been a word or a verse.  Now,  
working in pairs we listen to what partners tell you.  
 

If you have not taken part in the Dwelling in the Word, read the passage 
noted above and see what stands out for you!. 
 
A Reminder - The day outing to Durham. June 3rd. Coach leaving  
St Mary’s 10.30am and returning from Durham 3-4.30pm.  
 
Seats are still available - the cost £11.00. Contact Sandra 01833690041. 

Pause for thought. 
 
 Unconditional 
 

 Although you might not be aware of it, 
 God keeps your welfare foremost in his mind; 
 And, when you need his help a little bit, 
 You do not have to look too far to find 
 That gentlest assurances are kind 
 And given from an unexpected source. 
 These keep your life more stable on its course 
 When you to hopelessness become resigned. 
 

 And all those friends who answer to your call 
 Were sent to smooth the roughness of the way. 
 They come ensuring that you do not fall 
 By holding you in safety every day. 
 This love without condition, that they give, 
 Displays God’s purpose for the life we live. 
 
       John Elliott 
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Calendar    2019 
W’day 1st 10.00am Holy Communion  at Barnard Castle 

 10.45am Churchwarden’s meeting at Barnard Castle 

Friday 3rd 5.00pm St Mary’s Community Choir in church 

Saturday 4th  10.00am St Mary’s Community Music Group in church 

 11.15am PMC Steering team meeting at Barnard  
Castle 

 1.00pm Green Lane CE School 60th Anniversary 
event   

Sunday 5th   The Third Sunday of Easter 

 8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Sung Communion and Junior Church  
at Barnard Castle 

 12.30pm Baptism of Nevaeh Black and Kirbyann   
Winship and Barnard Castle 

Monday 6th 11—4.30pm Bank Holiday Teas and Booksale  

Tuesday 7th 6.45 for 
7.00pm 

Archdeacon’s Visitation at Holy Trinity,  
Darlington  

W’day 8th 9.30am Holy Communion at Green Lane School  
(NB No 10am service at Barnard Castle) 

Thursday 9th  2.00pm Charles Dickens Lodge Service 

Friday 10th  5.00pm St Mary’s Community Choir in church 

 7.30pm “I Malvolio” at Barnard Castle 

Saturday 11th 10.00am St Mary’s Community Music Group in church 

Sunday 12th   The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 9.00am Holy Communion at Whorlton 

 10.30am Sung Communion at Barnard Castle 

 12 - 4.30pm Bank Holiday teas and Bookstall in the  
Parish Hall 
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Monday 13th  1.30pm Mothers’ Union at Barnard Castle 

Tuesday 14th 7.00pm PCC at Barnard Castle (NB Changed date) 

W’day 15th  10.00am Holy Communion  at Barnard Castle 

Friday 17th  5.00pm St Mary’s Community Choir in church 

 7.00pm “Inspired by …”  concert in church 

Saturday 18th 10.00am St Mary’s Community Music Group in church 

Sunday  19th   The Fifth Sunday of Easter  

 8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Sung Communion and Junior Church 
at Barnard Castle  

 4.00pm The Four-o-clock Service  

Monday 20th 10.00am Abbeyfield Service 

Tuesday 21st  7.00pm Deanery Synod at Staindrop 

W’day 22nd 10.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Thursday 23rd 7.00pm Confirmation Service at St Paul’s, Evenwood 

Friday 24th 2.00pm Manor House Service 

 5.00pm St Mary’s Community Choir in church 

Saturday  25th 10.00am 
10 - 2.30pm 

St Mary’s Community Music Group in church 
Book sale in the Parish Hall 

Sunday 26th  The SixthSunday of Easter 

 8.00am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 9.00am Holy Communion at Whorlton 

 10.30am A Service of the Word at Barnard Castle 

 12.30pm Baptism of Joseph Peacock and Finlay  
Teasdale at Barnard Castle 

 12 -4.40pm Teas and Book Sale in the Parish Hall 

Monday 27th 10 –4.30pm Teas and Book Sale in the Parish Hall 
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Tuesday 28th 10.00am King’s Court Care Home Service 

 2.00pm Beaconsfield Care Home Service 

W’day 29th 10.00am Holy Communion at  Barnard Castle 

Th’day 30th   Ascension Day 
 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ prayer initiative  begins 

Friday 31st 5.00pm St Mary’s Community Choir in church 

  ‘Organ World’ exhibition at Barnard Castle 

Sat’day 1 June  Organ World’ exhibition at Barnard Castle 

From the registers 
 

Baptisms 
 

April 21st Isobel Naomi Harvey, Castle Brae, Cotherstone 
 

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God 
 

Funerals 
 

Service and committal at Darlington crematorium 
 

March 7th Jenny Gowling (83) The Ventress Hall Care Home,  
  Darlington 
 

April 9th   Elizabeth Cotterill (77) 1, Gloucester Place 
 

Committal at Wear Valley Crematorium  
followed by service in church 

 

April 25th Joan Cooper (93) 27, Victoria Road 
 

Service in church followed by committal  
at Wear Valley Crematorium 

 

April 12th Maurice Rodgers (86) 4, Fife Road 
 

Jesus said ‘I am the way, the truth and the life.’ 
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Notre-Dame 
 

Paris's beloved Notre-Dame cathedral has been one of the 
French capital's most famous landmarks since it was started  
850 years ago and it has captured the imagination of people 
around the world, drawing an estimated 13 million visitors a 
year. A major symbol of the Catholic faith, the cathedral con-
tains revered relics, including the crown of thorns said to have been worn 
by Jesus before the Crucifixion. 
 

A plaque outside Notre-Dame marks Point Zero, the official centre of the 
capital and the marker from which all distances to Paris are measured.  
 

Construction of the Notre-Dame in Paris's Île de la Cité began under the 
reign of Louis VII in 1163. The first stone of the gothic building was laid in 
the presence of Pope Alexander III. But construction wasn't completed 
until 1345.  
 

Since its completion, the building has been the scene of numerous histor-
ic events. In 1431, England's Henry VI was crowned king of France inside 
the cathedral. It was also the scene of Napoleon Bonaparte's coronation 
as Emperor in 1804. Joan of Arc was beatified in the cathedral and world 
leaders attended memorial services for former French presidents Charles 
de Gaulle and François Mitterrand there. 
 

The building was damaged during the French Revolution in the 1790s, 
when mobs and revolutionaries looted the interior and declared the build-
ing a "Temple of Reason". During this time, statues of biblical figures 
there were beheaded. 
 

During the Paris Commune revolution in 1871 some "radical anti-
clericals" tried to set the building on fire but were stopped by local people. 
As there would have been no effective firefighting had the building caught 
fire, we might expect it to have been damaged even worse than now, 
 

The cathedral also survived the two world wars largely unscathed and 
famously rang its tenor bell to mark the end of Nazi occupation in 1944.  
 

Victor Hugo's 1831 novel The Hunchback of Notre-Dame cemented the 
cathedral's place in popular culture. It highlighted the poor condition the 
cathedral was in and prompted major restoration works in the mid-19th 
Century.  
          

Finally, Notre-Dame's school of composers played a notable role in the 
birth of modern Western music; During the 12th and 13th centuries, they 
are credited with leading the development of polyphonic, or multi-part, 
compositions.                                                                           Source BBC 
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The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with 
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

The June issue of The Pilgrim will be available on May 26th. The last 
date for copy is Thursday 16h May.  Items please to Geoff Lowson, 
galowson@tiscali.co.uk  

 

How’s this for a church notice board? 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

Bellringers:  Helen Scott (690169) 
Electoral Roll Officer:  Keith Miles (637512) 
First Friday Group:  Lesley Taylor (631716) or   
 Theresa Atkinson (638213) 
Flower Guild:  Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908)    
Friends of St Mary's: Pauline Hanby (630102) 
Junior Church:  Kim Harding (637018) 
Lifts to church:  Keith Miles (637512) 
Magazine Production:  Geoff Lowson  07771997184 
Magazine Distribution Helen Scott (690169) 
Magazine Advertising: Frances Stenlake (637334) 
Mothers’ Union:  Sandra Sumner (690041) 
Music Annette Butters 07411825230  
Parish Hall Association Secretary:  Peter Wise (637904) 
Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding (637018) 
Wednesday Morning Coffee:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 

The Friends of 
Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 
support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 
within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at 
Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 
 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  
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13, Chapel Row,  

Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Co. Durham 

DL12 0SN  

· Back Pain 
· Sciatica 
· Neck Problems 
· Whiplash 
· Trapped Nerves  

01833 641202 
 

Teesdalephysio@gmail.com 

· Joint Problems 
· Muscle + Ligament Injuries 
· Sports Injuries 
· Pilates (1:1 and classes) 
· Ergonomic + Workplace 

Assessments  
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