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SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE 

  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Main Service  (for details see monthly calendar page) 

  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families  

                    Please check calendar 
 

WHORLTON 

  9.00 a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays  Holy Communion 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VICAR:     Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage, 

    Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST  (637018) 

  CURATE       The Revd Sarah Cliff  BA (Hons) 17, Mayfield’  

                        Barnard Castle  DL12 8EA      (316076) 
                            

READERS     Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng  (637392) 

          David Walker BA (Hons), B.ThM  CPFA (650396) 
 READER Emeritus:   David Blakely MA  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

:                         Annette Butters GLCM (Hons)  
 

CHURCHWARDENS: Sandra Sumner (690041),  

   John R Moore (07793756129),   

   Bob Ward (630163) 

PCC SECRETARY:     David Walker (650396) 

TREASURER:             Robert Stenlake (637334) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen 

Guy (0740 3264857) or sg27@btinternet.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK:         https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-                       

   Barnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts  

    please see page 23 
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        Alec writes .. 
Dear All, 
 

Confined to base. Only allowed out for an hour’s exercise if at all (for 
some of us – let the reader understand- that’ll mean we’ll be fitter than 
ever before). The result: we see differently. We have begun to notice 
things we used to take for granted. How many of us have used these 
days for a touch of ‘spring cleaning’, finally getting around to jobs in the 
house that we have overlooked for a while? How many of us have taken 
delight (as I have) in the singing of the birds and their arrival in our  
gardens or on birdfeeders? Outside the kitchen window we have  
nuthatches, chaffinches, blue tits, robins and sparrows, pigeons and 
blackbirds…and squirrels that perform acrobatic acts trying to get to the 
birds’ food. 
 

This ‘strange’ time is helping us to overturn deeply ingrained ways of 
seeing in our common life. All of a sudden, those we have valued least 
(in terms of pay and status) are our ‘key workers’: our very lives are in 
the hands of those we have taken for granted. All of a sudden, it  
became possible to offer shelter to those we have been content to leave 
sleeping rough. The economic model that has driven our nation for the 
last 40 years has collapsed.  Treasuries the world over are ‘splashing 
the cash’ in attempts to save businesses that once seemed as safe as  
houses. ‘Lockdown’ has highlighted the inadequacy of our housing 
(particularly in our larger cities) – and sharp divisions between ‘the 
haves’ and ‘have nots’ have become even more clear. The weight of the 
crisis has not been evenly shared. Not everyone has a garden, not  
everyone can even access a public park, not all schools can create 
online ’home learning’ for pupils. Many citizens don’t have access to 
crucial technology….or food. 
 

For sixty years and more,  
environmental campaigners 
have been telling us that the 
world operates as one system: 
everything is interconnected. 
Now we know it as we see our 
communities pull together, as 
we ‘connect’ in so many and 
various ways. But just as we 
must act together as a nation 
so we must act together as a 
world community. We can only 
come out of the pandemic with others – spare a thought for those  
countries whose hospitals were already overwhelmed before Covid 19. 
 



 

5 

 

Pause for thought 
 

Beverley Pilcher wrote the flowing meditation for Holy Week.  

 

‘Turn and Trust’ 
 

Was there any other way? Perhaps. Perhaps not. 
Have we any other way? Perhaps.  
But in the depths of freedom in service, perhaps not. 
 

The Journey was Love,  
though the path had been hidden from the beginning.  
But for the One who knew the desolation of isolation, the resonant 
yearning for purpose and reconciliation had rung out across the  
transparent darkness since before the dawning of time.  
 

There was only one way – Love, through Trust, with Hope.  
 

A Love that called for a turning. Compelled, not chosen. 
A Trust, fully comprehended but never fully tested – until now. 
A Hope, and knowledge, that in turning to face the World,  
he would reflect the longing and love that God has for all people.  
 

Was there any other way?  
In the world, yes. 
Have we any other way?  
In God, no.  

We have noticed too that for all our bluster none of us can ‘control’ this 
situation. There is a Collect (a special Sunday prayer) that reads:  
 

Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help our-
selves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; 
that we may be defended against all adversities which may happen to the 
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

As Christian people we are reminded again that ‘everything is grace.’ We 
are learning again that we can meet Christ in our homes just as we do in 
church. We are relearning how to pray away from public worship,  
knowing that our lives have always rested in the hands of our Loving  
Father and they still do. He is present with us now just as He has always 
been and always will be. As we look towards the Feasts of Ascension 
and Pentecost this month, we hear again Jesus’ words ‘Behold, I am with 
you, even to the end of the age.’ Amen to that, Amen. 

Alec 
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Saints but not ’Saints’  Josephine Butler lived 

150 years before the ‘me too’ campaign, yet she would 
have understood its significance. The themes of her work 
for the dignity of women and against gendered  
hypocrisy resonate today. 

 

Josephine was born into the wealthy, liberal, Grey 
family of  Northumberland (her cousin was Prime 
Minister) and she married an Anglican clergyman, 
George Butler, with whom she had 4 children. 
 

In the mid nineteenth century there was a moral 
panic about the weakening of the British Army 
and Royal Navy caused by high rates of  
sexually transmitted diseases. So, from 1864, 
Contagious Disease Acts were passed which put 
the responsibility -  and blame - for this state of 
affairs squarely on the shoulders of women. 
 

The Acts gave the police in garrison towns and 
seaports the right to detain any woman they suspected of being a prosti-
tute and subject them to a speculum examination, which had no scien-
tific or medical value. Mrs Butler described it as “steel rape”. The women 
could then be sent to “lock hospitals” if they were thought to be diseased 
and, if they refused, they could be sentenced to prison and hard labour.  
  

Mrs Butler saw the hypocrisy in this and campaigned energetically 
against the Acts, holding 900 meetings from Colchester to Pontefract. In 
the mid-19th century campaigns for women’s education and votes were 
widespread, but taking up a cause like this was shocking to many and 
brave. She was pelted with rotten vegetables and had the hotel windows 
where she was staying smashed.  
 

She set up a Ladies National Association which fielded (male)  
parliamentary candidates and this forced the then Home Secretary to set 
up a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the effect of the Acts. It produced 
mealy mouthed recommendations and an attempt to “reform” the law. 
Mrs Butler was having none of it. She said “Attempted modifications of 
an essential evil always fail.” 
 

Finally, a new government came to power: the Acts were suspended in 
1883 and repealed in 1886.  
  

Josephine Butler’s feminism was rooted in her Christianity, for she  
believed that “Everyone is equal under God.” 
         Helen Goodman 
 

[Note—Abi Littlefair is at Josephine Butler College, Durham  Editor] 
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Don’t try this at home! 
 

The Diocese of Mpwapwa in Tanzania was inaugurated in 1991 and the 
first bishop, Dr Simon Chiwanga, wanted to use drama as a vehicle for 
teaching the gospel. He asked USPG for help and as a consequence an 
actor called David Walker (not our David Walker) went there as a  
mission partner from 1997 – 2003. This is part of a letter I received from 
David in the summer of 1999. Editor 
 

It was Pentecost and the choir were to dramatize 
Acts 2:1-21. ”How can we show wind and fire?” 
they debated. “Perhaps we could use our voices 
and drums for the wind. Now what about the fire?” 
I listened to the discussion but remained silent, 
but typically western images of glittery paper, red 
chiffon scarves or even hands used to represent 
the flames all came to mind. However, other more 
radical and literal ideas were being aired. “We 
could have little tubes of metal tied to our heads 
and inside each tube a bit of material soaked in petrol, then one person 
with a flaming stick lights the top of everybody’s head.”  Great  
enthusiasm greeted this suggestion. Mine was the only white face in the 
mud-built church but it turned a little paler! 
 

Not only were the little tubes made, each with a small flat base and 
string for tying, but the drama was rehearsed in great detail. Watched by 
a packed church,  the actors - kneeling in the dimness at one end of the 
church - suddenly, magically had ‘tongues of flame’ dancing above their 
heads. Gasps of astonishment and wonder erupted throughout the  
building. 
 

An unforgettable, breath-taking, once in a lifetime experience – but don’t 
try this at home!  

A prayer from East Africa 
 

O Great Elder, 
from a wandering nomad you created your family; 
for a burdened people you raised up a leader; 
for a confused nation you chose a king; 
for a rebellious crowd you sent your prophets. 
In these last days you have sent us your Son, your perfect image, 
bringing your kingdom, revealing your will, 
dying, rising, reigning, and remaking your people for yourself. 
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Test your knowledge 
           —just for fun! 

In what city was Jesus born? ………………... 1 

2 How many books are in the New Testament?  ………………... 

3 Which Gospel is written by a doctor?  ………………... 

4 Who were the first apostles called to follow Jesus?  ………………... 

5 Who recognized Jesus as the Messiah when he 
was presented at the Temple as a baby?  

 

………………... 

6 Who asked Pilate for Jesus’ body after the  

crucifixion?  

 

………………... 

7 Who murdered John the Baptist? ………………… 

8 To what city was Saul travelling when he  

encountered a great and blinding light?  

 

………………... 

9 Paul was shipwrecked on what island?  ………………... 

10 What was Paul’s trade / profession?  ………………... 

11 How does Judas signal Jesus’s identity to the  

Roman officials? 

 

……………….. 

12 What was Jesus’ favourite teaching tool? ……………….. 

13 Who is said to have been the first Christian martyr? ………………... 

14 Who was the first apostle to deny Jesus?  ………………... 

15 Who is the author of the Book of Revelation?  ……………….. 

16 What does Simon Peter do for a living before he 
becomes an apostle?  

 

……………….. 

17 Which is the shortest book in the New Testament? ………………. 

18 Which other book did the doctor (see 3) write? ………………. 

19 What does the word “gospel” mean? ……………... 

20 Who went with Paul on his first missionary journey? …………….. 
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Trees 
 

I think that I shall never see 
A poem lovely as a tree. 
 

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest 
Against the earth’s sweet flowing 
breast; 
 

A tree that looks at God all day, 
And lifts her leafy arms to pray; 
 

A tree that may in Summer wear 
A nest of robins in her hair; 
 

Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 
Who intimately lives with rain. 
 

Poems are made by fools like me, 
But only God can make a tree 
 

Joyce Kilmer (1886 – 1918)   

Vertical Social Distancing 
 

The external stonework repairs at St Mary’s, Barnard Castle are  
progressing and on schedule at the time of writing (mid-April). The  
lockdown rules permit the work to continue within the site; there are only 
two or three stonemasons up the tower and they work well apart, both 
vertically and horizontally, up the scaffolding.  They work long days from 
7.30am to 5.30pm.  
 

The very observant - out on their exercise - may have noticed that the 
west clock face has lost its hands; they have been removed for repair.  
 

Whether the external works will be completed within the planned  
timetable is uncertain. The timetable may be extended slightly because 
of additional, unforeseen works and the difficulty in obtaining supplies.  
More of an issue is that the firm making the window guards needed for 
the windows undergoing repair is currently having to manufacture parts 
for NHS beds. They have their priorities right!  And we are dependent on 
the workmen remaining well and no tightening of the restrictions.    
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Charitable giving  One of the outcomes of this “lockdown” situation 

is that all charities are being very negatively affected; normal fund-raising 
activities are on hold; the charity shops are not open; the London  
Marathon - which raised £66.4 million in 2019 - is cancelled along with 
hundreds of similar events around the world. Yet many of these  
organisations must carry on because the need is still there and others 
will be required more than ever in the months to come. 
 

Most immediately, this month sees Christian Aid Week which of course 
will not have its usual door to door collections and fund-raising coffee 
mornings and so on. 
 

You will all have your favourite charities and so please don’t forget them.  
 

It has been suggested that we add up what we might normally have 
spent on coffees; at the pub or meals out or a trip to the cinema and put 
aside some of that money to go to some of our choice – perhaps one in 
this country and another larger, international organisation.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

If you are a computer user, most charity websites have a “Donate here” 
button; if you are not comfortable with websites there 
is always the good old cheque.   
 

A final reminder— please don’t forget Christian Aid 

The scaffolding was due to be taken down by late May, with all works 
completed by the end of June.  I am hoping this will not be delayed by 
too much.                                                                          Robert Stenlake 

“I worry about ridiculous things, you know, how does a guy who drives a 
snowplough get to work in the morning… that can keep me awake for 
days.” -  
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St Mary’s youngest member ……. and his mum! 
 

Its been nearly three years to the day since I moved to sunny Barnard 
Castle. I left behind my now husband in Glasgow and more importantly 
our two cats Hector and Nat and moved to a town where I knew no-one.  
I had been offered a job at the Bowes Museum as Textile Conservator, a 
proposition that both daunted and excited me, one that still does if I’me 
perfectly honest. Dan and I saw the job as an opportunity to settle down 
in one place for more than a year and to start our lives together. So that’s 
what we did and we got married, he moved here too and now we have a 
baby, Arthur, who’s very cleverly helping me write 
this..ooooohgaaaaawoooo 
 

Lots of people ask me 
what my job entails and so 
in brief, I look after all the 
textile objects at the  
museum and my recent 
promotion to Senior  
Conservator means I now 
look after everything in the 
museum. No pressure! 
That doesn’t mean I repair 
things, I preserve them 
which means I stop them 
falling apart. Sometimes 
that does involve what we call interventive work which is when  
something is already falling apart and needs a bit of support to keep it 
going. But a lot of it is cleaning dust and controlling humidity and  
temperature. A bit of a challenge in an old building. 
 

We’ve really come to see Barnard Castle, or Downtown BC as its  
affectionately known in our household, as our home, and the church has 
been an integral part in that. I was embraced into the choir as soon as I 
walked in the door and let slip I could sing. We have made friends 
through the church and there’s nothing I love more than walking down 
the street and always seeing someone I know, that is not something I got 
much when I grew up in London! 
 

So that’s our little family, mummy, daddy, Hector, Nat and Arthur!! We 
hope to stay in Downtown BC for a few years to come but will also have 
to follow where our careers take us, and it would be nicer to live closer to 
family. In the meantime, say hello, there’s nothing better than a friendly 
face. 
        Cecilia Voss 
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Daily Prayer 
 

How can I pray?  
 

If you don’t have access to online resources here’s a suggestion based 
on a simple daily pattern. Suggested psalms and readings are given  
below: all you need is a bible (don’t be frightened to use the index to find 
the bible passages!) and a hymn book (if you fancy singing) 
 

          Alec 
Opening words of praise 
 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Hear my prayer O Lord 
And give ear to my cry 
 

A psalm or a hymn   Best said/sung out loud 
 

A bible reading:    See the table opposite  
 

Silent prayer    Time to think and reflect 
 

The Collect for the week  Following pages 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing words of praise:  
 

May the Risen Christ give you his peace. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

Suggested psalms for Eastertide 

  May 1—20th May 21 –31st 

Monday 111 21:1-7 

Tuesday 112 29 

Wednesday 113 46 

Thursday 114 47 

Friday 115 93 

Saturday 116 98 

Sunday 150 104:26-32 

St Philip and St James is the 1st May   Ascension Day is Thursday 21st 
May: Pentecost Sunday 31st May  
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Readings.      From St John’s Gospel except  May 21st 

Week  
beginning 

May 1st
 4th May May 1th 18th May 25th May 

Monday   12.20-26 14.21-26 15.26-16.4 16.29-33 

Tuesday   10.22-30 14.27-31 16.5-11 17.1-11 

W’day   12.44-50 15.1-8 16.12-15 17.11-19 

Thursday   13.16-20 15.9-17 Luke 24.44-53 17.20-26 

Friday 14:1-14 14.1-6 15.12-17 16.20-23 21.15-19 

Saturday 6:60-69 14.7-14 15.18-21 16.23-28 21.20-25 

Sunday 10:1-10 14.1-14 14.15-21 17.1-11 20.19-23 

Collects: each weekday from: 
 

26th April: The Third Sunday of Easter 
 

 Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the 
 breaking of bread: open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him 
 in all his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now and for  
 ever. Amen 
 

3rd May: The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

 Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the 
 life: raise us, who trust in him,  from the death of sin to the life of 
 righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above, 
 where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and for ever. Amen 

 

10th May: The Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 

 Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
 have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting 
 life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our 
 minds good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them 
 to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord. Amen 
 

17th May: The Sixth Sunday of Easter  
 

 God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of  
 darkness and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: grant, that 
 as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his continual  
 presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus 
 Christ your Son our Lord. Amen 
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Thursday 21st May: Ascension Day till Saturday 23rd May 
 

 Grant, we pray, almighty God, that as we believe your  only-  
 begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the 
 heavens, so we in heart and mind may also ascend and with him 
 continually dwell; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

24th May The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

 O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus 
 Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech 
 you, leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to 
 strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is 
 gone before, who is alive and reigns with you,  in the unity of the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

31st May Pentecost 
 

 God, who as at this time taught the hearts of your faithful people 
 by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: grant us by the 
 same Spirit to have a right judgement in all things and evermore to 
 rejoice in his holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus our 
 Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

News from the belfry: April 2020  Well, it 

has been a very strange time since we last rang on Sunday 
15th March; the course of our lives changed overnight. For 
us ringers, no practices, no services to ring for and no way 
of meeting up socially. Ringing is a very sociable activity 
and we rely on each other.  
 

Several ringing communities developed WhatsApp or Zoom  groups to 
keep in touch; I decided to have a go at producing a weekly newsletter, 
using articles/emails forwarded to me. I send it out on Monday morning - 
our usual practice day. It is very interesting to see how people are coping 
and certainly gives me something to look forward to each week. John 
has been writing poems about his ringing career and has also been 
sending us a piece of ringing to keep us amused! We may well use his 
ringing on Thursday evenings at 8pm as the nation claps for the NHS 
and all other Key Workers. 
 

Looking forward to the future when we can ring again! 
 

          Helen Scott 
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Music Notes  …. We couldn’t let Easter pass us by 

without something special in the music department and 
so, in the spirit of the times, we followed the example of 
others and decided to create a piece of music using 
technology to bring us together. What does that mean exactly?  
 

Well, the song was the modern hymn “Come People of the Risen King” by 
Stuart Townend. By writing parts for singers and instruments then  
creating backing tracks we invited participants to submit individual  
recordings so that they could be compiled into one “mega mix”. You can 
find it on YouTube. https://youtu.be/GYuPtwyHGRI  
 

Sounds good? Well, it was. It has been a lot of 
work for Kevin (a member of our community  
orchestra and newly formed Praise Band among 
many other things). Kevin has been our sound 
engineer – putting the tracks together. He also 
played on some of the tracks, so is a man of 
many talents. But the best bit about it all is that it 
was something we could do together. Nothing 
beats making music together ‘in the flesh’, but 
this is still worth it. 
 

In total we had sixty-six tracks submitted (some 
people both sang and played) - not everyone found the technical bits 
easy so well done but everyone who sent us a track was included. But the 
joy of this was, it wasn’t just members of our community choir, or  
orchestra or church choir; it was wider than that. We invited friends; 
friends of friends; folk living on the South Coast; villagers in our area and 
Uni students from Durham joined in. We had a good age range too – from 
teenagers to the young at heart, from the experienced player to the late 
starter.  
 

So, thank you Celia, Ann, Katya (and her Mum), Kev, Jane, Alex, Isobel, 
Amy J, Colin, James, Kathryn, John T, Olivia, Geoff, Matthew, Stuart, Ian, 
Abi, Sue, John D, Clare, Emma (and her Dad), Kim, Jeanette, Harriet, 
Hazel, Beverley, Allan, Tony, Grenvile, Alec, John M for joining us.  
Wonderfully, music always brings you together, even when we are apart. 
          Annette 

Quiz answers (1) Bethlehem  (2)  27  (3)   Luke  (4)  Peter and 

Andrew  (5)  Simeon  (6)  Joseph of Arimathea  (7) Herod Antipas  (8)  
Damascus (9) Malta  (10)  Tentmaker  (11)  With a kiss  (12) Parable  
(13)  Stephen  (14)  Peter  (15)  John the Divine  (16)  Fisherman  (17)  
2 John  (18)  Acts  (19)  Good News  (20)  Barnabas  
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'Lockdown in South Africa' One of my 

dearest friends, Dr Janet Hodgson, lives in Cape 
Town. Because of her anti-apartheid work in the 
1980s she had to escape to England and we 
worked together. At one stage she worked as 
Mission Advisor in Durham Diocese. She is 84 
now and almost blind. Editor    
 

We have just completed our second week of 
lockdown [Written April 10th]. Our President has 
insisted on very strict rules. Only pharmacies, 
petrol stations and food outlets are allowed to 
function. Even then liquor, cigarettes, clothing, kitchenware and much 
else may not be sold. As with you, people queue outside those shops 
two metres apart and are only let in one at a time. All our parks, big and 
small, are closed as are our beaches. We have to remain in our homes. 
No dog walking is allowed and no time out for exercising.  
 

I live in a retirement complex called Helederberg Village on the edge of 
Cape Town. It is a golf estate but we are not allowed to walk on the golf 
course or on any of the roads; we may only walk around our cottages 
and our small gardens, but not on any land in between. So round and 
round I go for half an hour first thing every morning. My family leave me 
bags of food at the entrance gate to the village; a security guard then 
delivers them. People may use cars to get to the nearest shops but 
have their temperatures taken as they re-enter the Village. We have no 
postal service and all schools, colleges and universities have been 
closed. All sporting activities, concerts and other festivities have also 
been cancelled. The police make sure that the rules are obeyed using 
strong arm tactics if necessary. One man was shot when he went out to 
try to buy beer; he died on his return home. 
 

How those in the teeming black townships manage I do not know. Tens 
of thousands have been laid off work without provision for any pay. My 
weekly housekeeper lives with her husband and two daughters, one a 
toddler, in a room no larger than my kitchen. They have to use public 
lavatories and water taps. I do not know how they are managing. Good 
people in our church are going flat out putting together food parcels but 
there must be many who are literally starving. So far, the number of 
listed deaths is low but I am sure that many in the townships and rural 
areas go unreported.  
 

We have nothing like your NHS. The dedication of those who care for 
the sick is unbelievable. They are an example to us all across the world 
as are the hundreds of volunteers who offer their services in so many 
different ways.  
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I live a bit like a hermit but I do have a voice over computer which 
speaks to me so I can receive emails and a friend has now lent me a 
box of old audio tapes to listen to. Luckily, I still have an ancient tape 
recorder!   What is heart-warming is that I get phone calls every day, 
sometimes from strangers, to make sure I was alright. Life has slowed 
down no end as have I but I feel surrounded by so much caring and 
compassion. It is a humbling experience.                    With Love,  Janet 

Mothers’ Union This is an edited copy of a letter  

received in mid-April from Kathleen Wilson, Durham  
Diocesan President of the Mothers’ Union.  Sandra 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

I hope that you and your families are safe and well. This is 
a global issue in every sense of the word with nothing left 
untouched and this includes our own wonderful organisation. 
 

We have received a request from  
Sheran Sharpe, MU World Wide  
President and the CEO Beverley Jullien, 
asking for financial support for Mary 
Sumner House. This was discussed in 
full and the Trustees agreed to send 
£5000. Members, deaneries and  
branches may wish to donate too but 
that is a personal choice. 
 

As I write this letter, the magazine 
‘Families Worldwide’ is to be delivered 
to members and will include a detailed  
letter from the WWP and Chief  
Executive. 
 

This is a difficult time for everyone; 
prayers are needed more than ever. 
Thank you for all that you do through 

the MU. May you be surrounded by the love of the Lord Jesus and share 
his peace.  
          Kathleen 

“What does my wife do? Well, it’s difficult to say what she does. She 
sells seashells on the seashore.”  
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ABBEYFIELD HOUSE  

BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD 

Supported Living for the Over 55’s 

A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your 

own self-contained space.  We have a small team of staff 

providing home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly 

face.  Rent is inclusive of all utilities and services other than 

your phone line. 

Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit. 

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com 01833 638116 

Pilgrim Distribution and Palm Crosses  A huge thank you 

to everyone who helped deliver the April Pilgrim during the lockdown. 
Obviously, some people felt unable to do their normal delivery, but  
others took on the role. The delivery of ‘church collection’ Pilgrims 
caused a little concern, as we didn’t have everyone’s addresses, but we 
worked it out and some people even had a double delivery -  
communication is the name of the game! 
 

When Sarah approached me about the possibility of 
delivering palm crosses, the majority of the distributors 
were amenable and Richard and Tricia Child, Sarah 
and Geoff joined us to get them to the majority of the 
Pilgrim subscribers. I really enjoyed my cycle ride up 
to Stainton Village with the fantastic views! 
 

We were a few palm crosses short and so sorry if you 
did not receive one; I have had communications from 
several people to say that it felt more like Easter with 
their palm cross arriving.  
                                           Helen Scott 

mailto:abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com
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Partnership for Missional Church  
                       & Dwelling in the Word 
 

The global pandemic has slowed our PMC specific challenge down at a 
practical level. But we see from various community groups and the work 
of us as a parish, helping those isolating, that our desire to get alongside 
those on their own was right on button. As a steering team we have been 
meeting weekly over Zoom to pray, to support each other and carry on 
the important activity of Dwelling in the Word. It is a way of listening to a 
specific Bible reading and then listening to each other about what we 
each hear in it, and what God may be saying to us. Now we are in year 
two of our PMC journey we have a new passage. Last year it was Luke 
10:1-12, the seventy being sent out in pairs. For this year, the passage 
selected is 2. Corinthians 4:1-12—treasure in earthen vessels. 
 

Our aim when we Dwell in the Word is not to get into what it means spe-
cifically. It is not a Bible study in an academic way. It is an activity that 
helps us work and listen for the Holy Spirit to prompt us and reveal how 
we as a group may best serve God in our specific location and time. 
Sometimes after listening we hear precisely nothing, or not much, some-
times we hear something we have never spotted before or something 
that puzzles us. When we listen to each other talking about how the pas-
sage spoke to them (or not) we can hear how God speaks to His people. 
There are no right or wrong answers, it is a spiritual habit that takes time 
to get used to, but can have surprising and wonderful results. Next month 
in the magazine there will be an article giving some background to this 
passage and exploring some of the themes and images St Paul uses. 
 

Stay Safe.          Sarah  
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From the registers 
 

Funerals 
Service and committal at Wear Valley Crematorium 

 

March 30th    Gilbertt Andrew (Sandy) Common (89) 
           Nyetimber, Whorlton 
 

April 1st   Peter Malcolm Winter (81)           22 Zetland Road                                   
            

Service and committal at Darlington Crematorium 
 

April 15th   Arthur Lawrance Atkinson  (91)   21 Harmire Road 
April 17th   Nigel Robert Basford  (66)  
           22 the Cresent, Stainton Grove 
       

Your goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life 

Services in church over the coming months 
 

Clergy are still able to offer ministry for baptisms, weddings and  
funerals though the numbers attending these gatherings must be  

severely restricted. For baptisms and weddings families are already 
deciding whether or not to postpone their celebrations. 

 

Current guidance is that funerals cannot be held in church during the 
pandemic: graveside or cremation services are (at the time of 

going to press) permitted but with extremely limited attendance. 
 

For families affected we will aim to hold memorial services for their 
loved ones (possibly bringing together a number of families) 

once we are free of the pandemic so that a more public  
memorial can be made. 

 

We aim to publish prayers on our FaceBook page on the day of any 
funeral and (digitally) provide prayers for those unable  

PLEASE NOTE 
 

The June issue of The Pilgrim will be available on May 29th. The last 
date for copy is Thursday  21st May.  Items, please, to Geoff Lowson, 
galowson@tiscali.co.uk  
 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with 
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

Bellringers:  Helen Scott (690169) 

Electoral Roll Officer:  John  Trevett  (660064) 
First Friday Group:  Lesley Taylor (631716) or   

 Theresa Atkinson (638213) 

Flower Guild:  Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908)    

Friends of St Mary's: Pauline Hanby (630102) 
Junior Church:  Kim Harding (637018) 

Magazine Production:  Geoff Lowson  07771997184 

Magazine Distribution Helen Scott (690169) 

Magazine Advertising: Frances Stenlake (637334) 

Mothers’ Union:  Sandra Sumner (690041) 
Music Annette Butters 07411825230  

Parish Hall Association Secretary:  Peter Wise (637904) 

Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding (637018) 

Wednesday Morning Coffee:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 

The Friends of 

Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 

support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 

within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at 

Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  

I went to Waterstones and asked the assitant for a book about turtles. 
She said “Hardback?” I said “That’s right - and little heads.” 
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01833 605062 


