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Tel: 01833 638655 day 
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DIRECTOR 
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CATERING 

ARRANGED 

Redwell Garage 

 

 

EXHAUSTS Å TYRES Å 

BATTERIES 

All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 

 

Redwell 

Garage 

Barnard Castle 

 

Tel: 01833 637341 

Fax: 01833 631888 

 

MAUDEôS 
COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS 

Prop: Stephen Maude 

 

FOR ALL YOUR  

TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS: 

MINI COACHES & COACHES 

 

 

 

 
 

REDWELL GARAGE 

BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone 01833 637341 

Fax 01833 631888 

Pirelli Dunlop 

The Decor and 
 Carpet Centre 

 

For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING, 

FABRICS, TILES  
and much, much more. 

 

Now in our 33rd year 
 

Allen Jenkins 
87 Montalbo Road, 

 Barnard Castle DL12 8BP 
 

Tel: 01833 690009 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE 

  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Main Service  (for details see monthly calendar page) 

  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families  

                    Please check calendar 
 

WHORLTON 

  9.00 a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays  Holy Communion 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VICAR:     Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage, 

    Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST  (637018) 

  CURATE       The Revd Sarah Cliff  BA (Hons) 17, Mayfieldô  

                        Barnard Castle  DL12 8EA      (316076) 
                            

READERS     Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng  (637392) 

          David Walker BA (Hons), B.ThM  CPFA (650396) 
 READER Emeritus:   David Blakely MA  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

:                         Annette Butters GLCM (Hons)  
 

CHURCHWARDENS: Sandra Sumner (690041),  

   John R Moore (07793756129),   

   Bob Ward (630163) 

PCC SECRETARY:     David Walker (650396) 

TREASURER:             Robert Stenlake (637334) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen 

Guy (0740 3264857) or sg27@btinternet.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK:         https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-                       

   Barnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts  

    please see page 23 
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        Alec writes .. 
Dear All, 
 

Confined to base. Only allowed out for an hourôs exercise if at all (for 
some of us ï let the reader understand- thatôll mean weôll be fitter than 
ever before). The result: we see differently. We have begun to notice 
things we used to take for granted. How many of us have used these 
days for a touch of óspring cleaningô, finally getting around to jobs in the 
house that we have overlooked for a while? How many of us have taken 
delight (as I have) in the singing of the birds and their arrival in our  
gardens or on birdfeeders? Outside the kitchen window we have  
nuthatches, chaffinches, blue tits, robins and sparrows, pigeons and 
blackbirdséand squirrels that perform acrobatic acts trying to get to the 
birdsô food. 
 

This óstrangeô time is helping us to overturn deeply ingrained ways of 
seeing in our common life. All of a sudden, those we have valued least 
(in terms of pay and status) are our ókey workersô: our very lives are in 
the hands of those we have taken for granted. All of a sudden, it  
became possible to offer shelter to those we have been content to leave 
sleeping rough. The economic model that has driven our nation for the 
last 40 years has collapsed.  Treasuries the world over are ósplashing 
the cashô in attempts to save businesses that once seemed as safe as  
houses. óLockdownô has highlighted the inadequacy of our housing 
(particularly in our larger cities) ï and sharp divisions between óthe 
havesô and óhave notsô have become even more clear. The weight of the 
crisis has not been evenly shared. Not everyone has a garden, not  
everyone can even access a public park, not all schools can create 
online ôhome learningô for pupils. Many citizens donôt have access to 
crucial technologyé.or food. 
 

For sixty years and more,  
environmental campaigners 
have been telling us that the 
world operates as one system: 
everything is interconnected. 
Now we know it as we see our 
communities pull together, as 
we óconnectô in so many and 
various ways. But just as we 
must act together as a nation 
so we must act together as a 
world community. We can only 
come out of the pandemic with others ï spare a thought for those  
countries whose hospitals were already overwhelmed before Covid 19. 
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Pause for thought 
 

Beverley Pilcher wrote the flowing meditation for Holy Week.  

 

óTurn and Trustô 
 

Was there any other way? Perhaps. Perhaps not. 
Have we any other way? Perhaps.  
But in the depths of freedom in service, perhaps not. 
 

The Journey was Love,  
though the path had been hidden from the beginning.  
But for the One who knew the desolation of isolation, the resonant 
yearning for purpose and reconciliation had rung out across the  
transparent darkness since before the dawning of time.  
 

There was only one way ï Love, through Trust, with Hope.  
 

A Love that called for a turning. Compelled, not chosen. 
A Trust, fully comprehended but never fully tested ï until now. 
A Hope, and knowledge, that in turning to face the World,  
he would reflect the longing and love that God has for all people.  
 

Was there any other way?  
In the world, yes. 
Have we any other way?  
In God, no.  

We have noticed too that for all our bluster none of us can ócontrolô this 
situation. There is a Collect (a special Sunday prayer) that reads:  
 

Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help our-
selves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; 
that we may be defended against all adversities which may happen to the 
body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

As Christian people we are reminded again that óeverything is grace.ô We 
are learning again that we can meet Christ in our homes just as we do in 
church. We are relearning how to pray away from public worship,  
knowing that our lives have always rested in the hands of our Loving  
Father and they still do. He is present with us now just as He has always 
been and always will be. As we look towards the Feasts of Ascension 
and Pentecost this month, we hear again Jesusô words óBehold, I am with 
you, even to the end of the age.ô Amen to that, Amen. 

Alec 
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Saints but not õSaintsõ  Josephine Butler lived 
150 years before the óme tooô campaign, yet she would 
have understood its significance. The themes of her work 
for the dignity of women and against gendered  
hypocrisy resonate today. 

 

Josephine was born into the wealthy, liberal, Grey 
family of  Northumberland (her cousin was Prime 
Minister) and she married an Anglican clergyman, 
George Butler, with whom she had 4 children. 
 

In the mid nineteenth century there was a moral 
panic about the weakening of the British Army 
and Royal Navy caused by high rates of  
sexually transmitted diseases. So, from 1864, 
Contagious Disease Acts were passed which put 
the responsibility -  and blame - for this state of 
affairs squarely on the shoulders of women. 
 

The Acts gave the police in garrison towns and 
seaports the right to detain any woman they suspected of being a prosti-
tute and subject them to a speculum examination, which had no scien-
tific or medical value. Mrs Butler described it as ñsteel rapeò. The women 
could then be sent to ñlock hospitalsò if they were thought to be diseased 
and, if they refused, they could be sentenced to prison and hard labour.  
  

Mrs Butler saw the hypocrisy in this and campaigned energetically 
against the Acts, holding 900 meetings from Colchester to Pontefract. In 
the mid-19th century campaigns for womenôs education and votes were 
widespread, but taking up a cause like this was shocking to many and 
brave. She was pelted with rotten vegetables and had the hotel windows 
where she was staying smashed.  
 

She set up a Ladies National Association which fielded (male)  
parliamentary candidates and this forced the then Home Secretary to set 
up a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the effect of the Acts. It produced 
mealy mouthed recommendations and an attempt to ñreformò the law. 
Mrs Butler was having none of it. She said ñAttempted modifications of 
an essential evil always fail.ò 
 

Finally, a new government came to power: the Acts were suspended in 
1883 and repealed in 1886.  
  

Josephine Butlerôs feminism was rooted in her Christianity, for she  
believed that ñEveryone is equal under God.ò 
         Helen Goodman 
 

[NoteðAbi Littlefair is at Josephine Butler College, Durham  Editor] 
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Donõt try this at home! 
 

The Diocese of Mpwapwa in Tanzania was inaugurated in 1991 and the 
first bishop, Dr Simon Chiwanga, wanted to use drama as a vehicle for 
teaching the gospel. He asked USPG for help and as a consequence an 
actor called David Walker (not our David Walker) went there as a  
mission partner from 1997 ï 2003. This is part of a letter I received from 
David in the summer of 1999. Editor 
 

It was Pentecost and the choir were to dramatize 
Acts 2:1-21. òHow can we show wind and fire?ò 
they debated. ñPerhaps we could use our voices 
and drums for the wind. Now what about the fire?ò 
I listened to the discussion but remained silent, 
but typically western images of glittery paper, red 
chiffon scarves or even hands used to represent 
the flames all came to mind. However, other more 
radical and literal ideas were being aired. ñWe 
could have little tubes of metal tied to our heads 
and inside each tube a bit of material soaked in petrol, then one person 
with a flaming stick lights the top of everybodyôs head.ò  Great  
enthusiasm greeted this suggestion. Mine was the only white face in the 
mud-built church but it turned a little paler! 
 

Not only were the little tubes made, each with a small flat base and 
string for tying, but the drama was rehearsed in great detail. Watched by 
a packed church,  the actors - kneeling in the dimness at one end of the 
church - suddenly, magically had ótongues of flameô dancing above their 
heads. Gasps of astonishment and wonder erupted throughout the  
building. 
 

An unforgettable, breath-taking, once in a lifetime experience ï but donôt 
try this at home!  

A prayer from East Africa 
 

O Great Elder, 
from a wandering nomad you created your family; 
for a burdened people you raised up a leader; 
for a confused nation you chose a king; 
for a rebellious crowd you sent your prophets. 
In these last days you have sent us your Son, your perfect image, 
bringing your kingdom, revealing your will, 
dying, rising, reigning, and remaking your people for yourself. 



 

8 

Test your knowledge 
           ñjust for fun! 

In what city was Jesus born? éééééé... 1 

2 How many books are in the New Testament?  éééééé... 

3 Which Gospel is written by a doctor?  éééééé... 

4 Who were the first apostles called to follow Jesus?  éééééé... 

5 Who recognized Jesus as the Messiah when he 
was presented at the Temple as a baby?  

 

éééééé... 

6 Who asked Pilate for Jesusô body after the  

crucifixion?  

 

éééééé... 

7 Who murdered John the Baptist? ééééééé 

8 To what city was Saul travelling when he  

encountered a great and blinding light?  

 

éééééé... 

9 Paul was shipwrecked on what island?  éééééé... 

10 What was Paulôs trade / profession?  éééééé... 

11 How does Judas signal Jesusôs identity to the  

Roman officials? 

 

éééééé.. 

12 What was Jesusô favourite teaching tool? éééééé.. 

13 Who is said to have been the first Christian martyr? éééééé... 

14 Who was the first apostle to deny Jesus?  éééééé... 

15 Who is the author of the Book of Revelation?  éééééé.. 

16 What does Simon Peter do for a living before he 
becomes an apostle?  

 

éééééé.. 

17 Which is the shortest book in the New Testament? éééééé. 

18 Which other book did the doctor (see 3) write? éééééé. 

19 What does the word ñgospelò mean? ééééé... 

20 Who went with Paul on his first missionary journey? ééééé.. 
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Trees 
 

I think that I shall never see  
A poem lovely as a tree.  
 

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest  
Against the earthõs sweet flowing 
breast;  
 

A tree that looks at God all day,  
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;  
 

A tree that may in Summer wear  
A nest of robins in her hair;  
 

Upon whose bosom snow has lain;  
Who intimately lives with rain.  
 

Poems are made by fools like me,  
But only God can make a tree  
 

Joyce Kilmer (1886 ï 1918)   

Vertical Social Distancing 
 

The external stonework repairs at St Maryôs, Barnard Castle are  
progressing and on schedule at the time of writing (mid-April). The  
lockdown rules permit the work to continue within the site; there are only 
two or three stonemasons up the tower and they work well apart, both 
vertically and horizontally, up the scaffolding.  They work long days from 
7.30am to 5.30pm.  
 

The very observant - out on their exercise - may have noticed that the 
west clock face has lost its hands; they have been removed for repair.  
 

Whether the external works will be completed within the planned  
timetable is uncertain. The timetable may be extended slightly because 
of additional, unforeseen works and the difficulty in obtaining supplies.  
More of an issue is that the firm making the window guards needed for 
the windows undergoing repair is currently having to manufacture parts 
for NHS beds. They have their priorities right!  And we are dependent on 
the workmen remaining well and no tightening of the restrictions.    
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Charitable giving  One of the outcomes of this ñlockdownò situation 

is that all charities are being very negatively affected; normal fund-raising 
activities are on hold; the charity shops are not open; the London  
Marathon - which raised Ã66.4 million in 2019 - is cancelled along with 
hundreds of similar events around the world. Yet many of these  
organisations must carry on because the need is still there and others 
will be required more than ever in the months to come. 
 

Most immediately, this month sees Christian Aid Week which of course 
will not have its usual door to door collections and fund-raising coffee 
mornings and so on. 
 

You will all have your favourite charities and so please donôt forget them.  
 

It has been suggested that we add up what we might normally have 
spent on coffees; at the pub or meals out or a trip to the cinema and put 
aside some of that money to go to some of our choice ï perhaps one in 
this country and another larger, international organisation.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

If you are a computer user, most charity websites have a ñDonate hereò 
button; if you are not comfortable with websites there 
is always the good old cheque.   
 

A final reminderð please donôt forget Christian Aid 

The scaffolding was due to be taken down by late May, with all works 
completed by the end of June.  I am hoping this will not be delayed by 
too much.                                                                          Robert Stenlake 

ñI worry about ridiculous things, you know, how does a guy who drives a 
snowplough get to work in the morningé that can keep me awake for 
days.ò -  


