The Pilgrim
The Parish Magazine
for

Barnard Castle and Whorlton

May 2022

1

60p

MAUDE’S

Redwell Garage

COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS
Prop: Stephen Maude

FOR ALL YOUR
TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS:
MINI COACHES & COACHES

EXHAUSTS • TYRES •
BATTERIES
All makes supplied and fitted
or cash and carry for DIY

Redwell
Garage Dunlop
Pirelli
Barnard Castle

REDWELL GARAGE
BARNARD CASTLE
Telephone 01833 637341
Fax 01833 631888

Tel: 01833 637341
Fax: 01833 631888

Gordon Brownless
& Son

The Decor and
Carpet Centre

Funeral Directors

For a full home
interior service

Chapel of rest

Come in and see our selection of

FLOORCOVERINGS.

Floral tributes

Now in our 34rd year

Catering
Arranged

Allen Jenkins
87 Montalbo Road,
Barnard Castle DL12 8BP
Tel: 0776 711 1673

Tel 01833 638655
Day or Night
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SUNDAY SERVICES
BARNARD CASTLE
8.30 a.m. Holy Communion
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion
WHORLTON
9.00 a.m. on 2nd Sunday 4.00pm on the 4th Sundays
VICAR

CURATE:

*******************
Revd Canon Alec Harding, The Vicarage,
Parsons Lonnen, Newgate DL12 8ST
637018
Revd Sarah Cliff 17, Mayfield,
Barnard Castle DL12 8EA
316076

READER:
Astley Fenwick
READER Emeritus: David Blakely

637396

*******************

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:
Annette Butters

07411 825230

CHURCHWARDENS: Allan Jones
Roy Long
Joan Kemp Ambler
Astley Fenwick

07747 825309
690170
638908
637396

PCC SECRETARY:

627094

Carolyn Knott

TREASURER:
*******************

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY:
Stephen Guy 07403 264857 or sg27@btinternet.com
*******************

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk
FACEBOOK:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-MarysBarnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183

For names and telephone numbers of other contacts please see page 23

Safeguarding The Parish Safeguarding Officer is Harriet Hargreaves
who can be contacted at safeguarding@stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk
or 07821 722651 . The full policy is displayed in the church and on the
home page of the church web site.
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Sarah writes …..

Dear All,
As I write this, a couple of days after our celebrations of Easter Day, I
am wondering just how much of my Easter chocolate is left: or, as I
suspect, Garry has already eaten mine after he finished off his own in
record time. The shops have discounted all their fluffy rabbits and chicks
and their Easter displays are being changed to summer sun and holiday
themed merchandising. There is a real danger that, just like Christmas,
Easter will be seen as a one-day event. Easter season lasts fifty days,
not one; beginning on Easter Day and running through to Pentecost,
encompassing Ascension. It was the late Pope John Paul II who said
“We are an Easter People and Alleluia is our song!” – he was not
wrong and, in fact, every Sunday is a little Easter: that’s why, in Lent, we
put to one side our Lenten discipline as we celebrate the Paschal Feast
that is the death and resurrection of Jesus: but, with all we see
happening in the news and fears for the future, what does it look like to
trust and celebrate? We need to remember that Jesus is our Good
Shepherd, leading us and guiding us – even on days when that seems
an impossible task and futile.
There is a funny YouTube clip that reminded me of how Jesus does not
give up. A sheep is stuck in a deep, narrow crack in the earth, with just
it’s rear end sticking out. The shepherd manages to grab one of its back
legs and, after much effort, pulls it out. Without any acknowledgement of
its rescuer, off skips the sheep joyfully... only for it to fall head-first back
into the ditch literally seconds later! Sheep are curious creatures: prone
to distractions and scrapes, they need a shepherd to protect, guard and
guide and them in the right direction. Humans can be very much like
sheep sometimes, with distractions to take us off path, and dangers and
difficulties we can get stuck in - which is why we need Jesus as our
shepherd, whose devotion to us is so strong that he 'laid down his life for
the sheep' (John 10:15). For Jesus, the Good Shepherd, shepherding is
fuelled by his love for us. On the cross, we witnessed the Good
Shepherd's devotion to us and three days later we saw that his love for
us is stronger than death, evil and sin. Jesus said, ‘My sheep hear my
voice. I know them, and they follow me’ (John 10: 27). We must keep
listening to our Good Shepherd’s voice and see where he is leading us.
The video reminds us that, as Jesus’ sheep, we all can wander off track
and find ourselves in hopeless situations. But don’t worry, the Good
Shepherd will always be ready to help set us right again. Just keep
listening to his voice, for he knows where we need to go - he is our
rescuer despite and in spite of humanity’s best efforts otherwise.
Alleluia, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
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Sarah.

The Church in Ukraine A 2021 survey found

that an impressive 82% of Ukrainians declared
themselves to be religious and Ukraine has the world’s
second-largest Eastern Orthodox population after
Russia.
72.7% of the population declared themselves to be
Orthodox and 9.7% Catholic; of those Catholics 90% were Greek Rite
Catholics following the Byzantine Rite and 10% Latin Rite Catholics.
Out of the Orthodox population in Ukraine, roughly three quarters are
members of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine - which was declared
separate from Moscow in recent years - and the rest are members of
the Russian Orthodox Church.
On the world level, there are approximately 4.5 million Ukrainian Greek
Catholics, including the 3.85 million in Ukraine. In the UK the community
of about 13,500 people is served by the Ukrainian Catholic Diocese of
the Holy Family of London.
Only about 2% of the population are Protestant - that is about 700,000
people. They are Baptists, Lutherans and Pentecostals. There is an
Anglican Church in Kyiv which caters for ex-patriots in the city.

Merciful and mighty God, send down your power from on high
to quench the rage of war. Burn up the fuel of aggression, destroy all
lying tongues, suppress the profits of violence, and, because no one is
without sin, unveil our own complicity. Bear up the broken and defend
them under the wings of your protection, and send the strong peace that
comes from above to heal all wounds, relieve all griefs, and set all
peoples free, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Canon Angela Tilby
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Saints but not ‘Saints’.
The Burmese Martyrs - May 26th
Roman Catholics first ventured into Burma (now
Myanmar) in the 17th century but their main work
began in the 1820s. American Baptists also began
working there at about the same time. The principle
religion in the country was (and is) Buddhism. The Anglican Church in
Burma began with the arrival of SPG missionaries in 1859 and, in
Particular, they worked with a minority ethnic group known as the Karen.
Many Christian’s have lost their lives in Burma over the years, but two
periods of persecution during WWII are remembered particularly on
May 26th.
When the Japanese occupied Burma in early 1942, there emerged an
ultra-nationalistic and brutal group called the Burma Independence Army
that collaborated with the Japanese to drive out the British: but they also
determined to rid the country of what we would now call western
influence and this involved persecuting Christians. It is not known how
may were killed in 1942 but certainly over 1000; even 2000. One group
was 60 staff and pupils from St Mary’s School in Kemmadine near
Rangoon who were killed on May 26th – many of them were hacked to
death. Another massacre was at the town of Myaungmya, where over
200 were killed – in that case the young men were burned alive.
In 1944 the Burmese Independence Army changed sides and
collaborated with the Allies to defeat the Japanese – but, as they did so,
there was a second wave of persecution of the churches. In one
incident, over 20 Christians were incarcerated for five months in a cell
that was so small they could never lie down together. Most died.

Post script 1 Sad to say, Christians in Myanmar are still persecuted
both by radical Buddhists and more recently, since the military coup, by
the government itself. Priests and churches have been targeted; there
have been shootings and arrests of clergy; buildings in Christian areas
have been burned. Just a few weeks ago, troops stormed into a church
during Sunday worship. Fortunately, that incident ended without anyone
being hurt.

Post script 2 A more positive result - after the war ended, the

Bishop of Rangoon baptised and confirmed a man involved in the killings
at St Mary’s. He had been an ardent Buddhist but, witnessing how the
Christians had faced death, he asked to be baptised himself.
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Generosity begets generosity. Following from the article

opposite, many of the SPG (now USPG) missionaries remained in
Burma during the Japanese occupation: they hid in the country or
worked with refugees across the border in India. Furthermore, the
Society kept up its overall support for the church in Burma throught the
war. “On St Michael’s Day 1945, the congregation of St Michael’s,
Kemmendine held a great thanksgiving. Luka Po Kun, their priest,
proposed that, instead of depending upon grants, they should begin
giving and, as a start, they should send their Christmas offering as a
token of thanks to the SPG. And those gifts duly arrived in London, from
Kemmendine and from Hla Gyaw’s flock at Toungoo.” [1]

Another lovely story, in a similar vein, concerns the Church of
Bangladesh. In the mid 1990’s, USPG experienced some financial
difficulties which meant that it had to cut back on some of its work both in
this country and around the world. The two Bishops of the Church of
Bangladesh at that time
wished to help the Society
and so they arranged to raise
some money to send to us.
They did this by asking
members of each
congregation to take a
handful of rice to church and
put in a bag. The bags of rice
were then sold and the
proceeds of the sale sent to
the Society. The actual
amount of money sent was
very small compared with the
size of the financial problem
but, in terms of impact and generosity, it was immeasurable. Bangladesh
was, and is, a very poor country and the Church of Bangladesh is one of
the poorest in the Anglican Communion. That story will never leave me.
Editor
[1]

‘Into All Lands’ H P Thompson 1951

A priest bought a lawn mower at a jumble sale. Back home, he pulled on
the starter rope a few times with no results. He went back to the sale
and told the previous owner, “I can’t get the mower to start!” “That’s because you have to curse to get it started,” said the man. “I’m a man of
the cloth. I don’t even remember how to curse.” “You keep pulling on
that rope and it’ll come back to you!” said the man.
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Memory Lane

Whit Bank Holiday At this time of year, it is not
unusual to hear more senior folk in the community refer to Whit Bank
Holiday and Whit Week. They are of course referring to a time when the
Monday after Whit Sunday (Pentecost) was indeed a Bank Holiday and
the schools took the rest of that week off as half term.
Believe it or not, it is now 50 years since that all changed!
The date of Pentecost varies each year depending upon the date of
Easter and so the Bank Holiday changed. Business and commerce
found this inconvenient and so, in 1972, the government introduced a
bill - The Banking and Financial Dealings Act - which meant that the
newly named Spring Bank Holiday is always at the same time each
year, that is the last weekend of May. Those of us who a bit older can
be forgiven for still thinking of it as Whit Week. The May Day Bank
Holiday is, of course, different again; marked as the first Monday of
May it was made an official holiday in 1978.
Whit Bank Holiday and its successor have always been a time of
celebration and, of course, the ‘Barnard Castle Meet’ is a perfect
Example, dating from 1886 when there was the first North-Eastern
Cyclists Meet. Do you remember all those colourful Juvenile Jazz
Bands from the pit
villages? There were
similar gatherings all
over the country.
In Lancashire there is
a long tradition of
‘Whit Walks’. The first
was held in 1801 and
had its origins in the
Sunday School
movement.
At that time, many
children were working
long hours in the
cotton mills: and
church leaders wanted to make sure that, on their day off, they did
something that was fun. Since then, this has become an annual
tradition for generations of families. At their peak during the 1920s and
30s, over 40,000 people took part in a procession in Manchester or in
surrounding suburbs and towns. Furthermore, some mills would shut
down for the whole of Whit Week and families would head off to
Blackpool and other similar resorts.
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Mothers’ Union

After all the restrictions of the last
two years, it was wonderful to be able to have some
guests to join us for our special ‘Lady Day’ service on
March 25th : we welcomed members from Lynesack MU
and we hope to visit them next year.
We began with Holy Communion, with our vicar presiding; he then read
and discussed a poem called The Annunciation of Christ by the Welsh
National Poet, Gwyneth Lewis. Finally, we enjoyed our afternoon tea.
Our April 4th meeting, understandably, focused on Holy Week and was
led by Sarah. Again, we began with Holy Communion and Sarah set a
small table in the labyrinth and as a focal point: there was a lovely
alabaster vase with tea lights burning inside.
Sarah went on to use the jar to
illustrate the story in the Bible (in Mark
14:3 and John 12:34) in which Mary
anointed Jesus feet with a very
expensive perfumed spice called
’nard’ - the amount of perfume used
was about the same as could be
contained in the alabaster jar:
a wonderful expression of love and
devotion to Jesus.
One of the other women in the group
who helped Jesus was called
Susannah. Sarah read about her from
a book called Women of Holy Week
by the theologian Dr Paula Gooder.
Sandra Sumner

?

Rather amusing
and unfortunate
signage !

But the day
went well
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Christian Aid 2022 15th-21st May Christian Aid Week is

fast approaching. The plan is to use ‘deliver only’ envelopes, as we have
done over the last 2 years. We ask for them to be returned to a central
collection point. The Book Aid shop, near the Post Office, has confirmed
that they can be used for returning
envelopes, for which we are very
grateful.
Many thanks to all of the volunteers
who have agreed to deliver
envelopes again this year.
Envelopes will be in church from
Friday 6th May and can be dropped
off at your house if you prefer.
If anyone else would like to join us this year to lighten the load, as some
people are on holiday, please contact me or Alec for information. It is
also possible to donate online by going to:
https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/teesdale
Best wishes,
Helen Scott
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Idiot. He said
“Cast the nets!”

Pause for thought ‘A man found a cocoon of a butterfly. One

day a small opening appeared. He sat and watched the butterfly for
several hours as it struggled to force its body through that little hole.
Then it seemed to stop making any progress. It appeared as if it had
got as far as it could and it could go no further. So the man decided to
help the butterfly. He took a pair of scissors and snipped off the remaining bit of the cocoon. The butterfly then emerged easily. But it had
a swollen body and small, shrivelled wings. The man continued to
watch the butterfly because he expected that, at any moment, the
wings would enlarge and expand to be able to support the body, which
would contract in time. Neither happened! In fact, the butterfly spent
the rest of its life crawling around with a swollen body and shrivelled
wings. It never was able to fly. What the man, in his kindness and
haste, did not understand was that the restricting cocoon and the
struggle required for the butterfly to get
through the tiny opening were a way of
forcing fluid from the body of the butterfly
into its wings so that it would be ready for
flight once it achieved its freedom from the
cocoon. Sometimes, hard as it may seem,
struggles in life lead us on to fullness of
being.’ (Unknown)
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May the Loveliest Month
In her cup shaped nest of moss and lined with clay
In hedgerow bush and well hidden from view
The song thrush quietly sit and incubates
Her four small eggs with dark spots through the blue.
And nearby on a leafy silver birch
Her mate is whistling in the twilight grey
He well may sing to mark his territory
But I would rather think of the joys of May.

Who could for once mistake the chaffinch’s song
And robin carolling on the cypress tree
And from the high field by the bracken hill
You gaze upon the splendid scenery.
The blackbird’s pipe on branch of sycamore
And dipper’s scratchy notes ring in the stream
And cuckoo repeats the same notes o’er and o’er
And wildflowers of many colours deck the green.
And hawthorn wears her cloak of snow white flowers
And pale pink blossoms on the crab apple bloom
And resting cow chew cud by the green hedgerow
And meadow scent of nature’s own perfume.
The countryside has never looked so green
And Spring has reached her prime in the Northern Hemisphere
And the wild birds sing from dawn till dark of day
In May the loveliest month of all the year.
Francis Duggan
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Community Music Festival In 2017 St. Mary’s Parish Church

in Barnard Castle organised a Community Music Festival built around
schools, local groups and the Community Choir and Orchestra that the
church sponsors. This year’s festival embraces even more music
makers in Teesdale and offers you the opportunity both to appreciate
the wide range of music making in the dale and to get involved in
music making yourself. Whatever your preference in music – rock, folk,
spiritual, swing, classical, vocal or instrumental – we hope you’ll enjoy
this our second Community Music Festival.
Festival Launch Concert Informal concert featuring
local musicians and singers. St Mary’s: Monday June 13th 7.00pm

Lunchtime Recital – Teesdale School students A short concert
given by staff and students. St Mary’s: Wed June 15th 1.00pm
The Community Orchestra Summer Sizzler A fun, family concert
with music from the shows, light classics, pop, standards and novelty
numbers. The Witham Hall: Saturday June 25th 7.00pm
Tickets £8 and £5
Organ Recital Colin Wood presents a mixed programme of music
through the ages. St Mary’s: Wednesday June 29th 1.00pm
Gig with ‘About The Humans…’ singer/songwriter Andy
Yeadon’s tracks on love, religion, philosophy, politics and
everything else. St Mary’s: Friday July 1st 7.00pm
Best of Brass Barnard Castle Band with Andrew Nicholson.
St Mary’s: Sunday July 3rd 7.00pm
Richard III Musical Green Lane CE School are celebrating the
Coronation of Richard III with a premiere performance of a brand-new
musical. St Mary’s: Wednesday 6th July 2.00pm
Colours of Summer The local choir ‘Noaddedsugar’ and The
Community Choir at St Mary’s team up to bring you joyful music
for a summer evening. St Mary’s: Friday July 8th 7.00pm
Note With the exception of the concert in The Witham, all the above
are free but donations will be welcome. For most of the evening events
in church - the doors (and bar) open at 6.30pm
NB In addition to the concerts listed above, there is also a series of
exciting workshops and taster events.
Full details of the Festival are to be found in a brochure
and on the church website.
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We have moved!
The Old School, Bridge Street
Middleton-in-Teesdale
Co. Durham DL12 0QB
Tel: 01833 641202
Email: teesdalephysio@gmail.com



Back / Neck Pain
Sciatica




Joint Problems
Sports Injuries



Whiplash



Muscle + Ligament Injuries



Trapped Nerves



Pilates (1:1 and classes)



Acupuncture



Post-surgical Rehabilitation

Bowen Technique
Reflexology
Kinesiology
Indian Head Massage
Digestive Massage
Body Balancing Therapy
Aromatherapy and Reiki
Food Sensitivities
& Dietary Advice

Complementary Therapies in Middleton could help you
Please contact
Jackie Farmer
on 07971 207833
to find out more
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Mothers’ Union Worldwide Understandably,

our impression of the MU is quite local, but, globally, it
has a greater influence than many might imagine. For
example, the Mothers’ Union has “consultative status”
at the United Nations, which means that they are able
both to submit a statement in advance of specific
debates and send a delegation. On occasions they
can make a presentation and one such situation
occurred recently when Jocelyne Razafiarivony, the MU provincial
coordinator for Madagascar, spoke at two UNCSW (United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women) events about the relationship
between climate change and women.
Madagascar is the fourth largest island in the
world and home to more than 28 million
people; it is the lowest emitter of carbon yet it
is very severely stricken by climate change.
Jocelyne’s address shone a light on the
devastating impact the world’s first climate
induced famine has had on women in
Madagascar. Most were left to fend for
themselves and their families in the wake of
the departure of the men. "Because of famine, the men left the
region to go to the capital of Madagascar in a massive rural exodus.
Women could not go anywhere. They were a burden so they had to
stay. As caregivers, they were not able to feed their families any longer.
They were only eating cactus and boiled water. They were really
starving.
The country has been plagued by years of drought which is a significant
factor in creating this famine. In this country, more than 80% of the
population live below the poverty line, earning less than US$2 per day.
Families struggle to find water and food for daily consumption, walking
tens of kilometres to WFP (World Food Program) camps to get food aid.
The impact of climate change is visible and real”.
The MU in Madagascar has set up projects to provide practical help for
those in need and it is also raising awareness of the need to change the
conditions for women and girls in the country - for example, girls do not
have access to education beyond primary school as it is considered
more important for them to be helping their mothers at home. Jocelyne
suggests that women and girls need to be given more consideration
“economically, socially and culturally” and that they need a seat at the
decision making table regarding development projects and resource
allocation related to climate change.
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I visited a friend in Bristol recently who had
been sorting out some of her parents’
papers. One was a receipt from a shop
dated 11/7/1939. The script to the left reads
Thank you for your confidence in us. The
memory of value remains long after
payment is forgotten. Our aim is to give you
always service with value.
I thought it was rather lovely. Editor

Three people check into a hotel. They pay £30 to the
manager and go to their room. The manager
suddenly remembers that the room rate is £25 and
gives £5 to the bellboy to return to the people. On the
way to the room the bellboy reasons that £5 would be
difficult to share among three people so he pockets
£2 and gives £1 to each person. Now each person paid £10 and
got back £1. So they paid £9 each, totaling £27. The bellboy has
£2, totaling £29. Where is the missing £1?

During a rescue, eleven people
were hanging on a rope under a
helicopter - 10 men and 1
woman. The helicopter pilot
said that the rope was not
strong enough to carry them all,
so they decided that one had to
leave because, otherwise, they
were all going to fall. They
weren't able to choose that
person, until the woman gave a
very touching speech. She said
that she would voluntarily let go
of the rope, because, as a
woman, she was used to giving
up everything for her husband
and kids or for men in general,
and was used to always making
sacrifices for men. As soon as
she finished her speech, all the
men started clapping . . ……
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News from the belfry With the exception of Holy
Week, the regular practices on Monday evenings, Friday
afternoons and Saturday mornings continued throughout
April in the tower and we also met in the Ringing Room on
Thursday evenings.
Highlights of the past month are outlined here:
Wednesday 30th March 11-12 Fiona and I joined Chris Enzor and Carol
Pratt for an online hand bell session as the Enzors had tested positive.
Friday 1st April The ropes on 2nd, 3rd and 5th were taken off, packaged
up and sent away to Ellis Ropes to have new tail ends spliced on. The
drawback was that we had some very thin, old ropes on these 3 bells until
the ropes return. Let’s hope they don’t take too long as no one is very
happy with the tatty ropes.
Saturday 2nd April-Yorkshire Association Grand Day Out I spent a fun
morning at the Yorkshire Showground in Harrogate, ringing on mini-rings,
hand bells etc. I met several ringers from all over the country. If this event
runs again next year, we must make it into a tower outing.
Sunday 10th April We attempted to ring a quarter peal of Plain Bob
Minor for the 4 o’clock service, with assistance from Richmond - but it was
not to be. However, it was good practice for us all as we are a bit out of our
comfort zone ringing on six bells.
,

Wednesday 13th April George and Alix joined Katherine, Fiona and me
for their first hand-bell session. By the end of the afternoon, everyone had
a go at ringing 1-2 to Plain Hunt on 6! Amazing!
Easter Sunday John, Caroline, Fiona, George, Alix and I met for service
ringing to celebrate Easter.
Easter Monday Our Monday night practice went ahead with 11 ringers
present. There was much fun as people tried to avoid ringing the old, thin
ropes!
Helen Scott
A lovely lady of a certain age prayed to the Lord and asked him, "How old
will I be when I die?" The Lord replied “96 years old.” “Oh wonderful!” she
said. “In that case I will have myself fixed up." So she had everything lifted
and tucked and was in the doctor's office, making the last payment on her
reconstruction. She walked out of the doctor's office, started across the
street and was knocked over by a bus. When she got to heaven she said to
the Lord, "What happened? You told me that I would live to be 96." “I am
really sorry.” he said “but I just didn't recognize you!"
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A Story from the Philippines “Bamboo”
Once upon a time, in a far away kingdom, there was a beautiful
garden. In the cool of the day the Master of the garden liked to walk
and look at his plants – to him, the most beautiful and most beloved
was the noble bamboo tree. Year after year Bamboo grew yet more
noble and beautiful, conscious of her Master’s love and watchful
delight. Often, when the wind came to revel in the garden, Bamboo
would sway and dance, which delighted the Master’s heart.
Now one day, the Master sat down next to his beloved Bamboo and
said “Bamboo, I need to use you.” Bamboo was delighted. “Master,
I am ready. Use me as you will!”
“Bamboo,” – the Master’s voice was grave. “In order to use you, I must
take you and cut you down.”
“Cut me down! Master, you have made me the most beautiful in your
garden and you love me. Why cut me down!”
“Beloved Bamboo,” – the Master’s voice grew graver still. “If I do not
cut you down, I cannot use you. “
The garden grew still; the wind held his breath. Then Bamboo said
“Master, if you cannot use me unless you cut me down then do your
will and cut!”
The Master said. “Bamboo, beloved Bamboo, I need to cut your leaves
and your branches from you also.”
“Master, please spare me. Cut me down and lay my beauty in the dust,
but would you also take from me my leaves and branches?”
“Bamboo, if I do not cut them away, I cannot use you.”
Bamboo shivered and whispered low, “Master, if you cannot use me
without cutting off my branches, then cut away.”
“Bamboo” said the Master “to use you I must also split you in two and
cut out your heart, for if I do not I cannot use you.”
Bamboo bowed to the ground: “Master, then do as you must.”
So the Master of the garden took Bamboo and cut her down and
hacked off her branches and stripped off her leaves and cleaved her in
two and cut out her heart.
And lifting her gently, the Master carried her to where there was a
spring of fresh, sparkling water in the midst of his dry fields.
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Then, putting one end of broken
Bamboo into the spring and the other end
into the water channel in his field, the Master
laid down gently his beloved Bamboo. The
clear sparkling water raced joyously down the
channel of Bamboo’s torn body into the
waiting fields. Then the rice was planted and
the days went by, and the shoots grew, and
the harvest came.
In that day, Bamboo - once so glorious in her
stately beauty - was yet more glorious in her
brokenness and humility. For, in her beauty,
she was life abundant but, in her brokenness,
she became a channel of abundant life to her
Master’s world!

From the registers
Baptism
April

3rd Teddy Elliot Marshall Peacock, 2 Birch Road
10th Aiden John Bannister, 32 The Oval
I will pour out my blessing upon your children
Funerals

Service in church followed by committal at Darlington Crematorium
April

5th

Thomas (Tommy) Sisson Toulson (70), 48 High Riggs

Service and committal at Wear Valley crematorium
April

8th

Joyce Lawrence (92), King’s Court Care Home
Service in church followed by committal at
Wear Valley Crematorium

April

8th
11th

Denise Ellis (72), 2 Low Park Wall Cottages, Marwood
John Wilkinson (84), Beaconsfield Court Care Home

Service and committal in church followed by cremation
April

20th

David Michael Craig (85), 21 Kirk View

April

28th

Service in church followed by interment
Owen Michael Raine (33), formerly of Barnard Castle

Your goodness and loving kindness will follow me all the days of my life
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May Calendar
Sunday 1st
8.30am
10.30am
12.30pm

Third Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Sung Communion at Barnard Castle

Tuesday 3rd

1.00pm

Baptism of Isla, Mason and Jason Parry
and Ellen and Hudson Wood
at Barnard Castle
‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm - 3pm

W’day 4th
Friday 6th

9.00am
10.00am
5.00pm

Morning Prayer on Zoom
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Community Choir rehearsal

Saturday 7th

10.00am

Community Orchestra rehearsal

8.30am
9.00am

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Morning Prayer at Whorlton

Sunday 8th

10.30am
12.30pm
Monday 9th
Tuesday 10th

1.30pm
1.00pm

Sung Communion at Barnard Castle
Baptism of Archie Stephenson
at Barnard Castle
Mothers’ Union at Barnard Castle
‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm - 3pm

W’day 11th
Thurs 12th

9.00am
10.00am
2.00pm

Morning Prayer on Zoom
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Charles Dickens Lodge Servicer

Friday 13th

5.00pm

Community Choir rehearsal

Saturday 14th

10.00am

Community Orchestra rehearsal

All day

Diocesan Synod Meeting

8.30am

5th Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle

10.30am

Sung Communion at Barnard Castle

12.30pm

Baptism of Arthur Neasham
at Barnard Castle
The Four o’clock Service at Barnard Castle

Sunday 15th

4.00pm
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Tuesday 17th

1.00pm
3.30pm

‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm - 3pm
Wardens’ Meeting in the vestry

W’day 18th

9.00am

Morning Prayer on Zoom

10.00am

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle

Friday 20th

11.00am
5.00pm

Service at the Manor House
Community Choir rehearsal

Saturday 21st

10.00am

Community Orchestra rehearsal

8.30am
10.30am

6th Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Service of the Word at Barnard Castle

4.00pm

Holy Communion at Whorlton

Tuesday 24th

1.00pm

‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm - 3pm

W’day 25th

7.00pm
9.00am
10.00am

Sunday 22nd

Friday 27th

5.00pm

PCC Meeting at Barnard Castle
Morning Prayer on Zoom
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Ascension Day
Deanery Confirmation service at
Barnard Castle with Bishop Sarah
Community Choir rehearsal

Saturday 28th

10.00am

Community Orchestra rehearsal

Thurs 26th
7.00pm

Sunday 29th

Monday 30th

7th Sunday of Easter
8.30am
10.30am
10.00am
2.30pm

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Service of the Word at Barnard Castle
Service at Abbeyfield
Service at King’s Court Care Home

PLEASE NOTE
The June issue of The Pilgrim will be available on Friday May 27th. The
last date for copy is Thursday May 19th . Items, please, to Geoff
Lowson, galowson@tiscali.co.uk
The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279
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CHURCH CONTACTS
Bellringers:
Electoral Roll Officer:
Flower Guild:
Friends of St Mary's:
Junior Church:
Magazine Production:
Magazine Distribution:
Magazine Advertising:
Mothers’ Union:
Music :
Smuffies
(St Mary’s Under 5’s group):
Wednesday Morning Coffee:

Helen Scott
690169
John Trevett
695006
Joan Kemp-Ambler
638908
Pauline Hanby
630102
Kim Harding
637018
Geoff Lowson
07771 997184
Helen Scott
690169
Frances Stenlake
637334
Sandra Sumner
690041
Annette Butters
07411 825230
Kim Harding
Frances Stenlake

637018
637334

FRIENDS OF
RICHARDSON
HOSPITAL
SUPPORTING HEALTHCARE IN TEESDALE
AT THE RICHARDSON COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
We are now hosting monthly Table Top Sales in the Parish Hall
First Saturday of the month….. Farmers Market Day!
10 am - 4.00 pm
Local makers ~ Crafts ~ Home Made Produce ~ Local charities
Don’t miss our Vintage Fair in the Parish Hall Saturday 17th September –
contact Suzanne on 07792 383197 to book a stall
We welcome new volunteers to help with events and fundraising.
Do get in touch.
Email: contact@forh.org.uk
Don't worry about avoiding temptation. As you grow older, it will
avoid you.
Winston Churchill
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01833 605062
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