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Redwell Garage 

 

 

EXHAUSTS • TYRES • 

BATTERIES 

All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 

 

Redwell 

Garage 

Barnard Castle 

 

Tel: 01833 637341 

Fax: 01833 631888 

 

MAUDE’S 
COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS 

Prop: Stephen Maude 

 

FOR ALL YOUR  

TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS: 

MINI COACHES & COACHES 

 

 

 

 
 

REDWELL GARAGE 

BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone 01833 637341 

Fax 01833 631888 

Pirelli Dunlop 

The Decor and 
 Carpet Centre 

 

For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING, 

FABRICS, TILES  
and much, much more. 

 

Now in our 33rd year 
 

Allen Jenkins 
87 Montalbo Road, 

 Barnard Castle DL12 8BP 
 

Tel: 01833 690009 

 

Gordon Brownless 

& Son 
 

Funeral Directors 
 

Chapel of rest 
 

Floral tributes 
 

Catering  

      Arranged 
 

Tel 01833 638655 
Day or Night 



 

3 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE  

  8.30 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion  

   
  

WHORLTON  

  9.00 a.m. on 2
nd

 Sunday  4.00pm on the 4
th
 Sundays  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VICAR:      Revd Canon Alec Harding , The Vicarage,
 

    Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST      637018 

  CURATE:      Revd Sarah Cliff   17, Mayfield,  

                        Barnard Castle  DL12 8EA                         316076 
                            

READERS:    Astley Fenwick                                           637392 

          David Walker                                              650396 
                        READER Emeritus:  David Blakely 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: 

                              Annette Butters                07411 825230 
 

CHURCHWARDENS: Allan Jones               07747 825309 

   Roy Long                  690170 

                                    Joan Kemp Ambler      638908 
 

PCC SECRETARY:     David Walker             650396 

TREASURER:              

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PARISH HALL CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY:  

          Stephen Guy   07403 264857  or sg27@btinternet.com 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK:         https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-                       

   Barnard-Castle-with-Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other contacts please see page 22 

Safeguarding  The Parish Safeguarding Officer is Beverley Pilcher.  
The full policy is displayed in the church and is on the home page of the 
church web site.  01833 - 690663  
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Sarah writes … 
Dear All, 
 

Right, who stole the summer?!   Not so many weeks ago, it was far too 
hot for pretty much anything and now even though I am writing this in the 
middle of August, I am wondering if it’s time for the heating to go back 
on. Possibly, by the time this goes to print for September, we could be 
back in a heat wave. It is tempting, in our cold rainy North East, to jest 
that a bit of localised global warming could be just what we need, but 
when we really look at the bigger picture it is no laughing matter. In  
August many Christian groups called for urgent action from governments 
after the United Nations published a report describing a ‘code red’ for 
humanity. 
 

The authors of the report said “It is unequivocal that human influence has 
warmed the atmosphere, ocean and land.” The report, known as 
AR6 (the sixth assessment report since 1990), sets out how extreme 
weather is becoming an ever-growing threat. Heatwaves that happened 
only once every 50 years are now happening about once a decade. 
Tropical cyclones are getting stronger, while there is more rainfall or 
snowfall each year in most land areas. The report says that severe 
droughts are happening 1.7 times as often, and fire seasons are getting 
longer and more intense. 
 

The Rt Revd Graham Usher, Bishop of Norwich, who is the Church of 
England’s lead bishop on environmental matters, said that the message 
of the report was loud and clear: “’Wake up world! We are already seeing 
the effects of the climate emergency around the world — and it is the 
world’s economically poorest people who are already suffering the most 
… it is our moral duty and a Christian calling to do all we can to try to 
turn the tide…we don’t have a spare Earth – this is our precious home.” 
 

We can all do something with our own carbon footprint; in our buying 
habits, our own homes or our charitable giving. We most certainly can 
pray, as well as adding our voices to those charities that are doing what 
they can for the world that our children and their children have inherited.  
 

As a church we are looking at our own response to this and on Sunday 
5th September we will be using some material from Climate Sunday and 
encouraging people to make it a ‘Walk to Church Sunday’ (those of you 
in the villages might struggle with this one). Please look at our website 
for further information on Eco church.  
 

‘The Earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, the World, and those who 
live in it.’ Psalm 24:1  
              Sarah 
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All around us we see changing  
understandings of human identity, 
changing patterns in relationships 
and families and changing sexual 
attitudes and activity. What does it 
mean for followers of Jesus to walk 
in love, faith and holiness today? 
 

Nationally, the Church of England is encouraging as many people as 
possible to engage in a process of reflection and learning around these 
difficult and sensitive matters and, having done so, to feed back their 
thoughts and feelings into a process of discernment as to how the 
church might best minister in these changed and changing times. The 
process is called ‘Living in Love and Faith’ (LLF). Both in the parish and 
the wider Deanery we are offering the chance for people to come  
together (either in person or online) to work through the course material. 
 

On six successive Wednesdays commencing 15th September we will 
run the LLF course in church at 7.00pm for any who wish to attend. (An 
online course covering the same material will be offered on Thursday 
evenings (7.00pm) commencing October 21st over Zoom). The course 
involves discussion, study of scripture and listening (not only to one  
another but also to the stories of others made available to us through 
video and audio material). 
 

All will be welcome. 
 

September 15th: Learning Together: What does it mean to learn  
together as followers of Jesus Christ?  
September 22nd: Identity: How does our identity in Christ relate to sex 
and gender?  
September 29th: Relationships: To what kinds of relationships does 
God call us?  
October 6th: Sex: Where do our bodies and sex fit in to all of this?  
October 13th: Life together: How do diversity and difference affect  
our life together as a church?  
October 20th: What next? 
 

A huge range of course material has been made available online. 
Whether you are able to attend a group or not you may wish to  
investigate this: 
www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith  

I went to see the doctor about my short-term memory problems.  
The first thing he did was make me pay in advance.  

http://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith
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Bats in Churches Abi  

Littlefair, Eco-Church Rep, and 
Celia Chapple are conducting a 
survey of St Mary’s Church for 
evidence of the presence of 
bats, inside and outside of the 
church. The survey is part of a 
national study of Bats In  
Churches, which aims to create 
a biological record of bat  
populations using church buildings. 
 

Have you seen bats inside or outside the church and churchyard 
at any time? Most often, they are evident after dusk. If so, we 
would like to hear from you, so please contact us. 
 

        Abi choirgirlab@outlook.com 
  

        Celia 07783 419067 or email hortusspiriti@yahoo.co.uk  

“An ode to the plural” 
 

 We'll  begin with a box, and the plural is boxes, 
 But the plural of ox  becomes oxen, not oxes. 
 One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese, 
 Yet the plural of moose should never be meese. 
 You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice, 
 Yet the plural of house is houses, not hice. 
 

  If the plural of man is always called men, 
  Why shouldn't the plural of pan be called pen? 
  If I speak of my foot and show you my feet, 
  And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet? 
  If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth, 
  Why shouldn't the plural of booth be called beeth? 
   

   Though one may be that, and three would be those, 
   Yet hat in the plural would never be hose, 
   And the plural of cat is cats, not cose. 
   We speak of a brother and also of brethren, 
   But though we say mother, we never say methren. 
   Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him, 
   But imagine the feminine: she, shis and shim! 

mailto:choirgirlab@outlook.com
mailto:hortusspiriti@yahoo.co.uk
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Saints but not ‘Saints’ 
 

Allen Gardiner     Missionary    September 6th  
 

Allen Gardiner was a missionary and the founder of  
The South American Missionary Society (SAMS).   
 

He was born in January 1794, the fifth son of Samuel 
and Mary Gardiner of Oxfordshire; he was educated locally but then at 
the age of 14 he entered the Royal Naval College, Portsmouth. His first 
posting in 1810 was on HMS Fortune   but was transferred to HMS 
Phoebe in 1811 [See Note 1 below] He was made a commander in 1826 
and his naval career found him on several ships all over the world.  

 

He married Julia Reade in 1823; they had several 
children but upon his wife’s death in 1834 he  
decided to follow a long-felt desire to be a  
missionary. He went with the Church Missionary 
Society to the area we now call Durban, in South 
Africa and indeed, he was a prominent member of 
the group who founded the city.  
 

In terms of establishing a permanent church  
presence there, he was not very successful and 
so he turned his attention to South America and 
with a second wife, Elizabeth, he stared work in 

Chile in 1838.  He tried to share his faith with Chilean Mapuches – he 
made a journey of 1000 miles overland by pack mule from Buenos Aires 
to Santiago and Concepción – but again, he had little long term success.   
 

In 1844 he established SAMS; another unsuccessful mission followed, 
this time to Bolivian Indians of the Gran Chaco, so the indomitable  
Gardiner turned south and spearheaded a bold but tragic attempt in  
1850-51 to evangelise the Indians of Tierra del Fuego (the island at the 
very bottom of the South American continent). Six men, including three  
Cornish fishermen, accompanied him, but fierce weather, Indian hostility, 
and a series of errors and logistical problems led to disease and death 
on the island. Their bodies and Gardiner’s journals were discovered the 
following year by the crew of HMS Dido. 
 

Note 1  The film Master and Commander is based upon a real encounter 
between HMS Phoebe and USS Essex and Gardiner was involved as a 
junior officer. In the film they changed Essex to a French ship!  Gardiner 
was second in command of Essex as she was sailed to England.  
 

Note 2  SAMS was a very reputable evangelical mission agency. It joined 
with the Church Mission Society in 2010.  
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St Anthony & boars Safely located in St Mary’s north transept is 

an ancient canopied effigy of a bishop with his shepherd’s staff and bible. 
Who is he and why are two boars standing  
attention at his side? 
 

St Anthony was a 3rd century saint who spent 
time as a hermit in the Egyptian desert. His   
symbol was a pig, possibly representing the 
Deadly Sin of gluttony which he had overcome.  
In another legend the boar resisted the Devil’s    
bidding and defended St Anthony; so may signify 
his spiritual purity and resistance of temptation.  
 

The Pope gave the monastic order of St Anthony 
permission to raise swine to aid their funds. The 
youngest pig of a litter - the Tantony Pig - was 
often donated to them and allowed to roam free, 
fed by all, with a bell around its neck. (It would 
later provide food and tallow for the Order and their hospital patients!)  
  

The earliest recorded location for our St Anthony is in a niche on the  
corner of Newgate (now the Amen Corner garden). To avoid damage 
from passing wagons it was moved to a rockery in Spring Lodge in the 
early 19th century before installation in St Mary’s in 1913.   
 

Early historians suggest it may have decorated the doorway of a  
monastic house or chapelry. There are three popular theories: 
 

1. The Augustinian friary founded in 1380 on Thorngate by Sir Thomas 
Beauchamp, Lord of Barnard Castle: the Order of St Anthony were  
Augustinians particularly devoted to caring for those suffering from  
ergotism - “St Anthony’s Fire” - a gangrenous illness caused by eating 
mouldy rye bread.  
 

2. St Anthony was the patron saint of the Knights Hospitallers of St John 
of Jerusalem; on Newgate, there was a Hospital of St John founded in 
1229 by John Baliol. The hospital did include a chapel but there is no 
indication of its dedication. 
 

3. Richard III’s College at St Mary’s: begun in 1478, this ‘mini-cathedral’ 
based at St Mary’s would offer prayers for Richard and his brother King 
Edward IV, their families and heirs, their mother Cecily and late father 
Richard Duke of York.  Richard III’s badge was a white boar (many can 
be seen in Barnard Castle!) and St Anthony one of his most favoured 
saints. Whilst no documents finalise the College’s completion,      St        
Anthony may have been the ideal figure for the buildings at Amen Corner 
that housed the College’s priests.                             Kim Harding  
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Singing 
 

 When I was young, I loved to sing 
 in soaring treble whilst I could: 
 For musicality must bring 
 Enrichment and that’s always good. 
 A child, developing his mind, 
 Could lose himself in the embrace 
 Of music’s pleasure, where he’d find 
 A world in which he had a place. 
 

  Too soon, the highest notes were gone: 
  I had to learn the alto line. 
  A friendly singer took me on 
  To read the music, which was fine: 
  The alto range is fairly small 
  And those who learn this special skill 
  Can find their way around it all, 
  Harmonic purpose to fulfil. 
 

   My voice went down, it did not break: 
   So, soon, I took the tenor line. 
   By reading music, I could take 
   On any song: and that was fine. 
   I loved this time, though it was short: 
   There’s something special in that part. 
   Though true roma nce cannot be bought, 
   A tenor’s song comes from the heart. 
 

 But, sadly, top notes disappeared 
 As I descended into bass: 
 My voice was falling as I feared; 
 I had to take the lowest place. 
 As time goes by, I find it tough 
 When satisfying music’s call. 
 My voice is getting really rough: 
 And, soon, I might not sing at all. 

 

                                        John Elliott 

“Music gives a soul to the universe,  
wings to the mind,  

flight to the imagination  
                                 and life to everything.”                          Plato 
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The church; the famine; the Brother; the Club and 
the memorial!    In late July we had a long weekend in Glasgow. 

Our ‘airbnb’ accommodation was next door to a famous and beautiful 
church that was hosting an 
important event whilst we 
were there.            Editor 
 

St Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Church, Calton, in the east 
end of Glasgow, was built  
in 1842.  
 

During the potato famine in  
Ireland, which lasted from 
1845 to 1852, over a million 
people   died   and   yet   
another million emigrated; about 100,000 settled in Glasgow with the  

majority in Calton. This increased the city’s  
population by about 30% .  
 

Conditions were very difficult; but in the 1870s 
and 1880s, a Brother Walfrid, a member of a  
religious order called the Marist Brothers worked 
tirelessly to improve 
conditions for the  
people and provide  
education for the  
children. One innova-
tion was to establish a  
football club at St 
Mary’s and it was 
called Celtic Football 

Club. Yes – the now famous Glasgow Celtic.  
 

There was, in fact. no memorial dedicated to 
the victims of The Great Hunger and yet  
descendants of those Irish families make up 
about a third of Glasgow’ population today:  
so, in 2015, a campaign began to have one at 
St Mary’s and that was unveiled and dedicated on July 25th this year.   

Well I never! In the small town of Midleton in County Cork, there is 

a beautiful monument in appreciation of the American Choctaw Indian 
Tribe. Though impoverished themselves, in 1847 they managed to send 
$170 to Ireland for famine relief.   Google ‘Choctaw Monument Ireland ’ 
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Music Notes  Is it a bird? Is it a plane? 

No, it’s a concert: You might remember them! 
It’s that happy time where our Community 
Choir delight in singing a selection of songs to 
you, our audience, as you have a good time 

munching cake and tapping your feet. It’s the real thing 
— just like Coca-Cola.    
 

Sunday Sept 12th at 3.00pm in church. 
 

You can expect some tunes you know, some you don’t 
and a few fun items here and there. There is no digital 
tweaking, no logging into zoom, just good honest  

singing from the heart from us and a chance to get out and enjoy 
some live music for you. Admission free, as always - donations  
welcome. 
         Annette  

 

Did you know  ……  ? 
 

It is impossible to lick your elbow.  
 

Coca-Cola was originally green. 
 

The first novel ever written on a typewriter: Tom Sawyer.  
 

Every day more money is printed for “Monopoly” than the U.S.Treasury.  
 

The percentage of Africa that is wilderness is 28% ; the percentage of  
North America that is wilderness: 38%  
 

The average number of people airborne over the U.S. in any given hour: 
61,000  
 

111,111,111 x 111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987,654,321 
 

In Shakespeare's time, mattresses were secured on bed frames by 
ropes. When you pulled on the ropes the mattress tightened, making the 
bed firmer to sleep on. Hence the phrase......... "goodnight, sleep tight."  
 

50%  of you will have tried licking your elbow !!  

The Church remembers and celebrates the birth of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on September 8th. We all have our own mental picture of Mary, 
but what of other cultures? The cover picture is by an African artist. 
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News from the belfry  
 

Progress A band (pictured right) rang for the first 
wedding of the year on June 29th. Hurray! 
 

73 ’Thanks Yous’  At 8.00pm on 5th July Caroline 
tolled the tenor bell 73 times, once for each year of 
the NHS. (Emma counted!)  This marked the first 
NHS, Social Care and Frontline Workers’ Day. 
 

Getting back to normal  With restrictions eased on 
July 19th, (and with a new risk assessment) we 
were able to meet with no limits on numbers and ring adjacent bells. 
Sunday tower ringing has resumed at 9.45-10.30am and we rang 6 bells 
for the first time in 19 months on 15th August. We continue to ring online 
in the  “Ringing Room” on Monday evenings for the moment.  
  

Visitors  We welcomed our first visiting band of the year: the Welsh  
Colleges Society on Wednesday 21st July.  
 

Tower Tours  As part of the ‘Windows to the World’ 
festival in church. we organised some visits to the 
tower. The first people didn’t show up! Johanna 
from Dig Ventures—not to be beaten—encouraged 
some people on the street to join with the next     
pre-booked guests so, in the end, we had 2 groups 
of 4 people in the remaining 20 minute slots. Thanks 
to everyone who helped to make this a successful 
and fun morning. The bells were on show in church via a video link. 
 

Learners’ practice  Friday 30th July saw our first learners’ practice since 
13th March 2020!  We rang from 4-5pm and it was so nice to catch up 
with each other. Future sessions will be either Fridays from 4-5pm or 
Saturdays from 11-12noon, depending on the availability of ringers. 

Au revoir  The Revd Darren Moore is moving with his wife Sharon to be 
rector of Yarm. We wish him well in his new appointment though I am 
sure we will keep in contact through ringing.   
 

A ‘mini’ day out  On Saturday 31st July, Fiona 
joined me at a district meeting in a barn just    
outside Darlington that belongs to a ringer! The 
district mini ring of bells had been transported 
over from Seaham and assembled in the barn. 
Hand-bells were available as well and we ate our 
picnics in a garden room. It was fantastic to have 
a social event with no Zoom meeting!      
                                                           Helen Scott 
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ABBEYFIELD HOUSE  

BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD 

Supported Living for the Over 55’s 

A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your own 

self-contained space.  We have a small team of staff providing 

home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly face.  Rent 

is inclusive of all utilities and services other than your phone 

line. 

Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit. 

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com 01833 638116 

Heritage Open Day  If you weren’t 

able to get to the “Windows to the World” 
Festival, you can get your fix of our     
Heritage as St. Mary’s Barnard Castle 
opens up for Heritage Open Day on  
Saturday 11th September. 
 

Music, tower tours, guided tours of the church and stained-glass        
activities will again be on offer. 
 

10.00am to 11.15am: the community orchestra rehearses in church: 
you can sit in on the rehearsal. 
 

11.00am and 2.00pm: tours of the ringing chamber and clock room. 
 

11.45am and 2.45pm: informal church tours. 
 

Between 1.00pm and 3.30pm a simple activity for children based on our 

stained-glass will be available. 

Don’t trust atoms - they just make up everything. 
 

Thanks for explaining the word “many” to me - it means a lot. 
 

Did Noah include termites on the ark? 

mailto:abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com
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Wigmore Hall comes to Barnard Castle In July the Parish 

held a ‘Windows of the World’ Festival as part of the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund Project.  Alongside a stained-glass exhibition,  
DigVentures provided a range of activities including three music recitals.  
 

The first, entitled Psalms for the Soul, was given by an ‘a Cappella’ 
group (a group of unaccompanied singers) called Scaramella. The four 
singers were: Tristram Cooke, counter tenor; Matthew Pochin, tenor; 
David Le Prevost, baritone and Geoff Willliams, bass. They are all  
professional singers and what a treat we had in store; polyphonic motets 
from renaissance Europe. The sound was out of this world, especially 
the voice of the counter tenor; no female voice could have matched the 
sheer beauty of the sound, especially in his higher range. The group 
was grounded by a firm but sonorous bass. They sang music by a     
variety of composers from that period, including Palestrina and Nicholas 
Combert. 
 

The Tuesday recital - aptly entitled It fell on a Summer’s Day - again 
featured Tristram Cooke this time with Peter Martin. One felt one was 
sitting at the feet of Elizabeth I!  The counter tenor and the soft sound of 
the lute was magical. We heard songs by Thomas Campion and John 
Dowland. Not only is Peter Martin an accomplished lute player but also 
skilled at coping with our unusually hot and humid weather which 
caused one of the strings to fail, however it was restored with quiet  
dexterity.  
 

Our final recital on Friday was entitled The House of Life.  We moved 
from Mediaeval polyphony to more readily recognizable music. The  
keyboard was played by Graham Thorpe who coped remarkably well 
with successive photocopied scores. We had our counter-tenor; his 
brother Thomas (a tenor) and, as the first lady of the series, our own 
Beth Stenlake, soprano.  
 

They began with two pieces by Handel, Ombra mai fu sung by Tristram 
and Where’re you walk  sung beautifully by Beth. This was followed by 
of two verses from a set of poems by Wilhelm Müller set to music by 
Schubert as The Fair Maid of the Mill. The first half concluded with  
verses from the song cycle Liederkries by Schumann sung by both   
Tristram and Thomas. The second half began with Vaughan Williams 
The House of Life, which is a song cycle of six sonnets. Then followed 
some folk songs; Thomas sang Linden Lea; Beth sang The Ash Grove 
which was followed by the delightful poem My Little Welsh Home sung 
by Thomas. Beth then sang A Bay in Anglesey, from Five Betjeman 
Songs by Madeleine Dring and then Sure on this Shining Night from 
Four Songs by Samuel Barber. Finally, Thomas sang Where go the 
boats from Four Child Songs by Roger Quilter.                      
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This fabulous recital concluded with the song cycle  
Summertime by Landon Ronald in which Tristram sang Daybreak, Beth 
sang Morning, Thomas sang Evening and then Beth and Tristram sang 
the duet Night’, her upper register blending so very well with  
Tristram’s counter tenor.  The seamless transitions between performers  
enhanced the performance. 
 

This has been a memorable series which one can only hope will be  
repeated in the future  
         John Moore  

A successful venture   At the end of 

July, Barnard Castle church was alive with  
activity surrounding the Windows to the World 
project.  All involved deserve much thanks for 
their work against the odds and in the context of 
ever-changing Covid restrictions. Our friends at 
DigVentures, who were on site throughout the 
festival; Jonathan and Ruth Cooke, stained- 
glass artists who with friends created a display 
of modern stained-glass to be on show in the 
church for the two weeks); Tristram Cooke, who, 
with friends provided music for three  
concerts and Robert Stenlake, who acted as the 
parishes’ contact person before the event and ensured all ran smoothly.  
 

Over 700 people attended events connected with the festival – many of 
them had not been into the church before. Alongside the stained-glass 
display, a heritage talk and the concerts, the church was used for guided 
tours, tower tours and instructions in bell ringing, tours of the churchyard 
and a whole host of children’s activities. 
 

Many visitors completed a short questionnaire after their visit: all the   
comments were complementary. Here are a few – they underline just how 
special a place St. Mary’s is and how much people appreciate what we 
were able to share with them. 
 

"Well worth the visit" 
"I was surprised the church is as old as it is.” 

"I was surprised by how welcoming the church is" 
"I liked the freedom to walk around" 

"How comprehensively the architecture has accumulated and changed 
over the years" 

"This was my first visit and I loved it" 
"The singers and accompanist + seeing the glass exhibition" 

                                                                                                        Alec  
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Christian Aid update  ”It has been a strange 

year, not being able to collect house-to-house.  
Envelopes were delivered in some areas and we are 
grateful to those who handed in their donations at the 
Book Aid shop and elsewhere.  
 

Several churches made their own arrangements for donations. A coffee 
morning was held at Romaldkirk and our special thanks to Anita  
Bainbridge of Eggleston and to all those who sponsored her month of 
300,000 steps, raising a total of £685. Because these donations were 
made online, this total is not included in the statement of money banked 
locally. 
 

As a result of all these activities in support of Christian Aid Week 2021, 
local people have raised the sum of £4,198. This total will be further  
enhanced through the Gift Aid tax recovery scheme. In addition, we are 
also aware that others have made donations online or by phone directly 
to the national appeal. The money raised will go towards Christian Aid’s 
work in some of the world’s poorest communities, acting where the need 
is greatest, without regard to the faith or religion of those requiring help. 
Such support is especially valued at a time when so many communities 
across the world have no resources with which to face the COVID-19 
virus and when many regions are already suffering because of the     
Climate Crisis. 
 

I attach the list of amounts banked through the local organisers - some 
envelopes were received but we were not able to identify which church 
had distributed them. Our thanks to Bob Ward for his report. 
 

You may be interested in Song of the Prophets, a musical created for 
Christian Aid and performed by the Chineke! Orchestra in St Paul’s  
Cathedral on June 9th. The whole programme can be viewed online at 
https://youtu.be/y6LcVKEPTOg 
 

Many thanks for all the help and support. 
 Alan R Coustick        Christian Aid Week Coordinator  

Startforth & Bowes £615.86 Winston £353.00 

Barnard Castle Christian Fellowship £300.00 Eggleston  £193.83 

Barnard Castle Methodist Church £362.03 Staindrop £65.00 

Barnard Castle Church of England £478.44 Romaldkirk £365.25 

Barnard Castle Coop box £14.02 Book Aid £47.94 

Middleton-in-Teesdale £45.40 Gainford £155.00 

Unidentifiable envelopes £353.15 Gift Aid recovery £367.50 

e-envelopes £165.00 Grand Total £3881.42 

https://youtu.be/y6LcVKEPTOg
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W’day 1st  10.00am Service on Zoom 

  6.00pm Heritage talk in church and online 

Friday 3rd 5.00pm Community choir rehearsal  

Saturday 4th  10.00am Community orchestra rehearsal 

 2.00pm Marriage of  
Louise Harrison and Gary Tallentire 

Sunday 5th   Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Facebook Live  10.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 12.30 Baptism of Bailey Peacock  
at Barnard Castle 

Monday 6th  7.00pm PCC Meeting in church 

Tuesday 7th 1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm—3pm  

W’day 8th 10.00am Service on Zoom 

 2.00pm Whorlton Church committee meeting 
at Rose Cottage 

Friday 10th 5.00pm Community choir rehearsal 

Saturday 11th 10.00am Community orchestra rehearsal 

 11.00am Heritage Open Day events 
11.00am—3.00pm 

Sunday 12th   Patronal Festival 

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle  

 9.00am Morning Prayer at Whorlton  

  10.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 3.00pm  Choir Concert at Barnard Castle  

Tuesday 14th 3.30pm Finance Team Meeting 

 1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm—3pm  

W’day 15th  10.00am Service on Zoom 
 7.00pm Living in Love and Faith 

Study group at Barnard Castle  

Thursday 16th  3.00pm Social and Fundraising Team 
Meeting in Church 

Friday 17th  5.00pm Community choir rehearsal  

Saturday 18th  10.00am Community orchestra rehearsal 

September Calendar  
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Sunday 19th   Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Facebook Live  8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 10.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 12.30pm Baptism of Tobi Wheeler at Barnard Castle 

 3.00pm Organ Music and tea  
at Whorlton Church 

Tuesday 21st  1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm—3pm  

 7.00pm Deanery Synod at Whorlton Church  

W’day 22nd 10.00am Service on Zoom 

 7.00pm Living in Love and Faith 
Study group at Barnard Castle  

Friday 24th  5.00pm Community choir rehearsal 

Saturday 25th 10.00am Community orchestra rehearsal 

Sunday 26th    Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

 8.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle (BCP) 

  10.30am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

 12.30pm Baptism of Isabella Hardy  
at Barnard Castle 

Tuesday 28th  1.00pm ‘Smuffies’ in the Parish Hall 1pm—3pm  

W’day 29th  10.00am Service on Zoom 

 7.00pm Living in Love and Faith 
Study group at Barnard Castle  

News from old friends  Many folk will remember Revd Andy 

Miller who was curate here a few years ago. Since leaving, Andy and Ali 
(who has also been ordained) have been ministering in the north of this 
diocese but they are now moving to serve in the Diocese of St Ed-
mundsbury and Ipswich. Andy is to become Team Rector (and Ali Team 
Vicar) of a group of ten (!) parishes on the outskirts of Bury St Edmunds. 
 

Their licensing took place on 26th August: they ask for our prayers both 
for themselves and for Lucy and Beatrix as they settle into their new  
parishes.  Their new address will be: The Rectory, West Stow, Bury St 
Edmunds, Suffolk.  IP28 6ET (Tel. 01284 728714) 

Volunteers needed  Saturday 9th October We plan 

to have volunteers with buckets under the canopy outside 
the Morrisons store from 8.30-5.30pm, in pairs for 90  
minute slots. If you are able to assist, please get in touch with Alec, Bob 
Ward or me.  Many thanks in anticipation of your help.       Helen Scott 
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Have you made a will? Is it time for you to review your will? 
 

Making a will and keeping it up to date is a real act of 
love and care for your nearest and dearest. Why? 
Well, if you don’t leave an up-to-date will it can cause 
needless problems and expense for your family and 
executors after your death – and possibly even family 
disagreements. It will almost certainly cost more time, 
trouble and money to sort out the estate.  
 

An up-to-date will ◆ gives you peace of mind that your current wishes 
will be carried out ◆ensures that any children or other dependants you 
care for will be looked after as you wish ◆ ensures your treasured 
mementos (eg jewellery) will be given to the particular individuals you 
want to receive them ◆ enables you to specify the type of funeral  
service you want ◆ reflects the latest circumstances of your family 
and friends ◆ ensure support for your church and favourite charities. 
 

You are advised to get independent professional advice when making 
or substantially revising a will. Many solicitors take part in WillAid -  
donating their fee to chosen charities. As this takes place in November 
now might be the time to start thinking and planning. 
 

Making a will is also an opportunity to make a gift to the church or  
charities that you have supported in your lifetime.  Rather than making 
pecuniary legacies - fixed amounts of money like £750 – it is generally 
advisable to leave most legacies as shares of  the residue of your    
estate (after debts, taxes and expenses) – for example X% to person A 
and Y% to charity B.  Residuary legacies suffer less from the ravages 
of inflation, and save you having to amend your will frequently as your 
financial circumstances change.  
 

If you don’t write a will at all (the lawyers talk about dying intestate): 

● Your possessions will be divided only among certain close relatives 
under a complex legal formula. Partners and children don’t necessarily 
automatically get all of the estate; and unrelated friends get nothing. 

● The Court will appoint someone from amongst your family and friends 
to act as Administrator of your estate – not necessarily the most       
appropriate person; and they get no recompense for this task they are 
assigned. 

● There is no opportunity to try to minimise the amount of Inheritance 
Tax payable – there are quite legitimate ways to reduce your eventual 
tax bill through a will. 
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● You cannot specify which relatives and friends should 
get your most treasured mementos. 
● The church and favourite charities you generously supported during 
your lifetime will get nothing.  
 

We have a parish policy for legacies: 
The policy of the PCC is to use legacies to help fund significant  
development projects in the parish, whether buildings, equipment or 
staff. As circumstances change over the years, it may not be possible to 
fulfil specific donor requests, so church members are encouraged to 
leave legacies for the general purposes of the parish. The PCC will  
discuss with executors the most appropriate use of the legacy in the light 
of current projects and the donor's known areas of interest in the church 
(e.g. children & youth, music, buildings). 

Pause for thought One of 

France’s most prominent  
intellectuals, Bernard-Henri Levy, 
wrote in The Wall Street Journal:  
“A slow-motion war is under way in 
Africa’s most populous country. It’s 
a massacre of Christians, massive 
in scale and horrific in brutality.  
And the world has hardly noticed.” 
 

Nigeria should be Africa’s crown  
jewel. It’s the continent’s most  
populated country, with just over 
200 million people and it has its largest economy. But it is poor in  
governance. It is also a divided nation, with Islam being the dominant 
religion in the north and Christianity in the south. Its irresistibly rich  
resources have previously been its demise. Colonial powers exploited it. 
Postcolonial leaders corrupted it. Now terrorists are destroying it –  
usually beginning with its Christians. 
 

There have been at least 63,000 victims of Boko Haram and the Fulani 
tribesmen [both are fundamentalist groups] since 2000 according to  
Stephen Enada, executive president of the International Committee of 
Nigeria. Thousands of churches have been torched; scores of children 
slaughtered; countless women enslaved; pastors have been beheaded 
and Christian homes have been set ablaze. It is a slow-motion war and 
the victims are mainly Christian, with the terrorists also determined to 
kill or extort every single Muslim who attempts to stand in their way. 
 

This article is adapted from Premier Christianity, the UK's leading Christian  
magazine. For a free sample copy visit premierchristianity.com/freesample 
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From the registers 
Baptisms  

 

        At Barnard Castle 
 

July18th   Arabella Lawton,        42, Stainmore Close 
August 1st Lucy Jean Patterson,       20, Holinside  
             15th    Rory Joseph Waller Hesp     20, Thorngate  
                        Aubree Rose Bethany Brown   35, Bridgegate 
             18th    Cleo Mary Drew                        22, Bridgegate  
 

     At Whorlton 
 

July 18th     Annabelle Rose Bainbridge      Stanwick Grange    
   

I will pour out my spirit on your offspring  
and my blessing upon your children 

 

Wedding  
 

June 29th       Barnaby Jagger and Amy MacRury  
 

To love, comfort, honour and protect  
 

Funerals 
 

Service in church followed by interment 
 

July 15th      Delphia Tunstall  (86)     48, Cecil Road 
 

Service in church followed by interment at Cotherstone 
 

June 25th      Raymond Tarn Dowson  (85)    26, Cecil Road  
 

Service and committal in church followed by 
Cremation at wear Valley Crematorium 

 

 June 28th       Gladys Hillery,    The Manor House Residential Home  
 

Service and committal at Wear Valley Crematorium 
 

July 1st      Derek Kyle (87)      15 Mayfield   
        8th      Mary Alwyn Roxburgh  (91)   36 Kirk View 
August 11th     Philip Blackburn  (67)    58 The Oval 
             23rd    Mary Caroline Slee  (86)   
        The Manor House Residential Home 

Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, who makes the hands of sleep to fall 
upon mine eyes and slumber upon my eyelids. May it be thy will, O Lord 
my God, to suffer me to lie down in peace and let me rise up again in 
peace. Let not my thoughts trouble me, nor evil dreams, nor evil fancies, 
but let my rest be perfect before thee. Amen             Hebrew Prayer Book  
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

Bellringers:      Helen Scott         690169 
Electoral Roll Officer:    John Trevett           695006 
Flower Guild:     Joan Kemp-Ambler        638908    
Friends of St Mary's:   Pauline Hanby               630102 
Junior Church:     Kim Harding               637018 
Magazine Production:    Geoff Lowson            07771 997184 
Magazine Distribution:   Helen Scott                690169 
Magazine Advertising:   Frances Stenlake         637334 
Mothers’ Union:     Sandra Sumner             690041 
Music :     Annette Butters         07411 825230  
Smuffies  
      (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding                 637018 
Wednesday Morning Coffee:   Frances Stenlake          637334 

The Friends of 

Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 

support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 

within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held at 

Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  

PLEASE NOTE 
 

The October issue of The Pilgrim will be available on September 24th  
The last date for copy is Thursday, September 16th . Items, please, to 
Geoff Lowson, galowson@tiscali.co.uk  
 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle with 
Whorlton: registered charity number 1130279 
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Now offering Complementary Therapies 

with 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

Tel 07971 207833 

13 Chapel Row, Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Co. Durham DL12 0SN 

Tel: 01833 641202 

Email: teesdalephysio@gmail.com 

 Back / Neck Pain  Joint Problems 

 Sciatica  Sports Injuries 

 Neck Problems  Muscle + Ligament Injuries 

 Whiplash  Pilates (1:1 and classes) 

 Trapped Nerves  Headaches 

 Acupuncture  Post-surgical Rehabilitation 

 Bowen Technique  Reflexology 

 Health Kinesiology  Digestive Massage 

 Indian Head Massage  Body Balancing Therapy 

 Food Sensitivities  

 Dietary Advice 

 Reiki 
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01833 605062 


