50p

C MICHAEL HANBY
ACCOUNTANT
Sole Trader/Partnership/Limited Company Accounts
Personal/Partnership/Company Tax Returns
VAT Returns
PAYE Bureau (inc. RTI)
Internet filing of all returns / Sage One Partner
8 Galgate, BARNARD CASTLE, DL12 8BG
Phone/fax: 01833 638287
Email: cmhanby@onyxnet.co.uk
www.cmhanbyaccountant.co.uk
Member of the Association of Accounting Technicians

SUNDAY SERVICES
BARNARD CASTLE
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.30 a.m. Main Service (for details see monthly calendar page)
4.00 p.m. The Four o'clock Service for young families (please check calendar)
4.00 p.m. (1st Sunday) Evening Prayer
WHORLTON
9.00 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays Holy Communion
*******************
VICAR:
Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage,
Parsons Lonnen, Newgate DL12 8ST (637018)
READERS:
READER Emeritus:

Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng (637392)
David Walker BA (Hons), CPFA (650396)
David Blakely MA

*******************
ORGANIST AND: Annette Butters GLCM (Hons), LTCL (TD), LTCL (GMT)
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
CHURCHWARDENS: John Emerson *(630429), David Bailey (641156)
Sandra Sumner (690041),
John R Moore (07793756129),
* with responsibility for Whorlton
PCC SECRETARY: David Walker (650396)
TREASURER: Robert Stenlake (637334)
*******************
PARISH HALL
CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen Guy (630732)
*******************
CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Barnard-Castle-withWhorlton/432786520147183
For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts please see page 20
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The Decor and
Carpet Centre
For a full home
interior service
Come in and see our selection of
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING,
FABRICS, TILES
and much, much more.

Now in our 28th year
Allen Jenkins
87 Montalbo Road,
Barnard Castle DL12 8BP

Tel: 01833 690009
MINDSIGHT HYPNOTHERAPY
Claire Oates D. Hyp D. Psy
Hypnotherapy & Psychotherapy
Practitioner
CARING PROFESSIONAL CONFIDENTIAL

BASED IN BARNARD CASTLE
Telephone: 07789244649
Email: mindsight7@gmail.com
www.mindsighthypnotherapy.co. uk
HELPING YOU TO HELP YOURSELF
Combat Fears & Phobias
Deep Relaxation
Improve Sports Performance
Increase Confidence & Low Self Esteem
Insomnia Relief
Lose Weight
Reduce Stress & Anxiety
Stop Smoking
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
CALL NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION OR
TO BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

FUNERAL
DIRECTOR
CHAPEL OF REST
FLORAL
TRIBUTES
CATERING
ARRANGED

Tel: 01833 638655 day or night
Resurrection Work (Acts 10:40-43)
Strong arms of Jesus
stretched out in His cross-work,
opening Himself to die,
opening the way for God’s wonderwork
to raise Him to life,
to offer life to us today,
as responders.
Our work – to believe in Jesus,
to receive forgiveness and the Spirit,
to know those strong arms
enfolding, supporting,
comforting, raising us
to be His New Creation
with resurrection power
for our time.
Hallelujah!
By Daphne Kitching

April 2017
Dear All
How do you view Time? Different cultures have very different views of
something that we all take for granted. For some, Time is cyclical – it
turns around and around. For those who view Time this way the ideas
associated with re-incarnation make eminent sense: ‘Next time I’m
coming back as….’ There is a very real sense for Christian people that
Time does indeed take the form of a circle: the writer of the book of
Ecclesiastes certainly felt this. Immortalised by Pete Seeger’s song in the
1950s Everything has its season – ‘Turn, turn, turn’.
But a circle is not enough to illustrate Time. The Religions of the Book
(Judaism, Christianity and Islam) also hold to a linear view of Time: it has
a beginning, a middle and an end; a past, present and future. Not
everything has been seen under the sun – there is the possibility of change,
of things ‘being made new’ to quote St. Paul.
So, if Time is linear how do we live within it? …looking backwards or
forwards? My guess is that most of us live ‘out of’ the past – it has
shaped who we are, it has delivered us to this point in our lives complete
with a raft of experiences and achievements. Like someone rowing a boat
we know where we have come from even if we can’t see where we are
going!
The other day however someone described to me the resurrection life
revealed to us in the Easter story as being Jesus ‘coming to us from the
future’. He has entered the kingdom of God: that realm where justice,
peace, joy, forgiveness, love and grace have sway. These things are for us
too and we can live into them – we can ‘lean into them’ as we start to live
the life of the resurrection now, in our present. Our future then should
direct the way we should live, not solely our past. Perhaps, in Time’s
“ever rolling stream” we are not so much rowing a boat as being more like
canoeists – looking to what lies ahead of us with ever increasing
expectation for Jesus is Risen. Looking back all too often leads to regret.
Looking forward there is the possibility of Hope.
Alec
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Christian Aid Week (14th-20th May 2017)
This time of year is upon us again. Many of you will be dreading
hearing my voice on the other end of the ‘phone! It is after all often
the only time I ‘phone some of you. But I am sure you will agree that
the work that we do in that one week of street collections far
outweighs the bit of juggling we have to do to fit yet another
commitment into our already busy lives.
If you or anyone else would like to find out more about Christian Aid
Week street collections please call me on Tel: 690169, or mention it
to Alec.
Christian Aid bags for street collectors will be in Church from Friday
5th May.
Thank you in anticipation of your assistance in this very worthy cause.
Helen Scott
Whorlton Church
Last month work took place both inside and outside Whorlton church.
On the roof, the ridge tiles were secured
and where water has been getting into the
church underneath the coping stones
measures taken to prevent this. At the rear
of the church the downspouts and hoppers
by the vestry have been adapted to cope
with larger volumes of water.
Inside the building the main chancel arch
has had its plaster removed and replaced:
water damage here was a causing residual
salts in the plaster to keep surfacing
causing discolouration.
It is hoped that funds will permit a similar
problem to be addressed at the East end of
the chancel whilst the contractors are on
site. The mild weather has been a boon for the workers from Stone Technical
Services who have made good progress under the direction of our church
architect, Mr George Stastny.
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It was the turn of Foundation Stage to lead our Class
Collective Worship this week and as always it was lovely
to see the children performing happily on stage! We were
very proud of them!

Our School Council have organised for us to ‘Run Around the World’ in
the same way that we ‘Ran to Rio’ last year. The children are awarded
‘miles’ for exercising both in and out of school as well as eating their
‘5-a-day’. Each week we will see which class has run the furthest: this
week’s total was 2,460 miles and Miss Court’s class was the winning
team!
Congratulations also go to the team of children who took part in the
Sports Hall Athletics competition at Teesdale Leisure Centre. They
came first in our Teesdale Cluster of schools and third at County
Level – impressive!
Congratulations also go to the team of children who took part in the
Durham County Primary Schools Cross Country event at Bishop
Auckland College. They represented Green Lane beautifully and
enjoyed it immensely.
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Last week Mrs MacDonald arranged for the Orchestra of the Age of
Enlightenment - a special orchestra from London – to lead an inspiring
and informative workshop for the younger children in our school and
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the pre-school children from Green Lane Nursery. It was a fantastic
experience for all involved!

walking around the school…! Our kitchen team also organised a special
Star Wars themed menu which was enjoyed by all.
We have lots more to look forward to as the Summer Term fast
approaches!
Bev Chapman
Assistant Headteacher
Green Lane CE Primary School
SAINSBURY’S ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS: are available when you
shop at Sainsbury’s stores, petrol stations and for groceries online*
until Tuesday 2nd May. Please donate your vouchers to us and let
everyone know that we’re collecting! Your efforts are really
appreciated.

We also enjoyed hosting a member of the team from Blackburn
diocese who were in Teesdale taking part in the Durham diocese
Talking Jesus event. Our Year 1 class particularly enjoyed a lively and
dramatic story telling of Jesus Calms the Sea.

If you would like to donate your vouchers please pass them to Frances
Stenlake or leave in the “S” pigeon-hole in church. Ed
Churches Together
in Barnard Castle
& Startforth

COME AND ENJOY A

LENT LUNCH
Soup & Roll
Cheese & biscuits
Tea/Coffee

at the Parish Hall, Newgate
7th April
12 noon to 1.30 pm
All proceeds to Christian Aid
Suggested minimum donation £3.00
Please Gift Aid if you can
“We believe in life before death”

World Book Day saw some amazing costumes from everybody; what an
effort as always. There were some very interesting characters
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God’s Gift, Do We
Get it?
It seems to me that that generosity
is at the heart of our Christian
faith. How? Well I think it’s tied
up in the two most important
commandments. Jesus said “You
shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength. The second is this, You shall love your neighbour as yourself. There is
no other commandment greater than these.”
How can we truly love our neighbour as we love ourselves without exercising
generosity? I don’t think it’s possible. So, I think generosity is very much part of
being a Christian. Much of the Generous Giving Project is devoted to discovering
what being a generous Christian means.
But maybe we need to go back a step.
Firstly, do we really understand God’s generosity towards us? What does that
look like? What does that feel like? How does God bless us? Getting our heads
around God, who we can’t see or touch, can be hard enough for us mere mortals.
And considering generosity, which is also a quality or “thing” we can’t see or
touch, makes it even harder to understand.
So do we really know God’s generosity as deep down soul, body, mindknowledge? When we tell our own stories, do they begin with God’s generosity
to us? Is this our starting point? Jesus says “Freely you’ve received, freely give”.
What point, then is there thinking about giving if we don’t first have the starting
point of having received?
If that’s you, if you have doubts, join the club. Getting our hearts and minds
around God, who we can’t see or touch, can be hard enough for us mere
mortals… But then, we can’t see or touch the wind, yet we can observe its effect
when it rustles the leaves on the trees. Perhaps generosity is like that. We need to
look for its effects. Where is God’s generosity whistling around in our lives?
For me, aside from all the day to day ways God has cared for me and steered me
and answered my prayers since I became a Christian in 2012, I can think of no
greater example of God’s generosity than the gift of Jesus Christ. The first Bible
passage I ever learned is from John’s gospel, and I personally prefer the King
James translation of it: “Greater love hath no man than this; that a man lay down
his life for his friends.” (John 15:13).
It reminds me of the frankly mind-blowing fact that He died for me, and that I’m
his friend. If laying down one’s life for another person is hard to imagine, read

11

some of the stories of Victoria Cross medals awarded posthumously to soldiers in
any war from Crimea onwards, including two in the recent war in Afghanistan.
That’s laying down your life for your friends. Or read about Victoria Soto, the
teacher who threw herself in front of her students to save them from a gunman in
2012. Or the three divers who knowingly swam to their death to prevent the 1986
Chernobyl disaster from being even worse.
And if we can comprehend such acts of bravery as these, and the many others
throughout history who have died to save their friends, then what about the scale
of what Jesus did? Jesus didn’t only die for his disciples, or Jerusalem or even
Israel, or even the whole world 2,000 years ago. Jesus laid down his life for
people who had not yet even been born, but in whom He would live through the
Holy Spirit until the end of time. Heavy stuff.
I always seem to need reminding of this gift from God. We need to think about
the rawness of it, the crudeness of it, the reality of it. There’s a line from a
worship song called Here I Am To Worship, that goes “And I’ll never know how
much it cost, to see my sin upon that cross.” That line always makes me shiver. I
hope I never lose that sense of awe at what Jesus did for me at His crucifixion.
And for me of all people! I suppose that’s what I find so amazing about God; that
His gift is for me, despite how short of the mark I fall. But that’s Jesus. He’s for
us lot.
I think that for many, how inclusive Jesus was, made him a deeply challenging
man. He chose to be amongst people that society considered to be socially
unacceptable. He touched lepers. He hung out with prostitutes. He healed people
that others believed were the very dregs of society. Jesus was a statement of
social inclusion. He challenged the Pharisees- the keeper of the rules and lawsand he said God is for the morally fallen. God is for the socially unacceptable.
God is for the people who have lost their way.

Calendar April 2017
Saturday 1st

SUNDAY 2nd
Lent 5
Passion Sunday
Monday 3rd
Tuesday 4

9.45 am Green Lane CE School “Holy Week and
Easter” service

Wednesday 5th

10.00 am Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle
7.00 pm Lent study group meets at the Vicarage

Thursday 6th

2.00 pm Service at Charles Dickens Lodge

Friday 7th

12.00 pm CTIBC Lent Lunch in the Parish Hall
th

Saturday 8
SUNDAY 9th
Palm Sunday

2.30 pm Concert in church see p 17
8.00 am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
9.00 am Holy Communion at Whorlton
10.30 am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle NB No
Junior Church
12.30 pm Baptism of Max Howell at Barnard Castle
4.00 pm The Four O’clock service

Monday 10th
Tuesday 11

We are washed clean by Jesus’ death.

Friday 14th
Good Friday

Rachael Phillips
Generous Giving Project Officer, Durham Diocese

8.00 am Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
10.30 am Holy Communion with Junior Church at
Barnard Castle
4.00 pm Evening Prayer at Barnard Castle
1.30 pm Mothers’ Union service and meeting

th

You see there’s no test we have to pass to be loved by God. There’s no purity
exam. Jesus died so that we might be saved. And though we might not be lepers
or prostitutes or corrupt officials, we’re certainly not pure either. I suspect that
most of us, though we wouldn’t want to say it out loud, feel a bit rubbish about
ourselves quite a lot of the time. But as we come together, as sinners at the
communion rail, and we remember that ‘Jesus loves me, Jesus died for me’ we
know that we are forgiven. As Paul writes in Romans 5, “Christ died for the
ungodly…While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
I think God really does want us to know deep in our hearts the experience of
having received. Let’s pray that we come to know, understand and experience
God’s amazing gift deep in our lives.

10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group meets at
Barnard Castle
10.00am - noon Barnard Castle Church Spring Clean

7.00 for 7.15pm Holy Week Meditation

th

Wednesday 12

7.00 for 7.15pm Holy Week Meditation
th

Thursday 13th
Maundy Thursday

10.00 am Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle
2.00 pm Service at Beaconsfield Care Home
7.00 for 7.15pm Holy Week Meditations
6.00 pm Maundy Thursday Meal
7.30 pm Maundy Thursday service at Barnard Castle
followed by Vigil till 10.00 pm
10.00 am CTIBC Walk of Witness
12.00 pm Service of meditation and prayer at Whorlton
2.00 pm Last hour service at Barnard Castle
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Saturday 15th

10.00 am
10 am – 2.30 pm
th

SUNDAY 16
Easter Sunday

8.00 am
9.00 am
10.30 am
12.30 pm

Monday 17th

11.00 am –
4.30 pm

Wednesday 19th
Saturday 22

nd

Monday 24th
Tuesday 25th
Wednesday 26

th

th

Saturday 29th
SUNDAY 30
Easter 3

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Holy Communion at Whorlton
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle NB No
Junior Church
Baptism of Oscar Nicholson

th

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Morning Prayer at Whorlton
Service of the Word and Junior Church at
Barnard Castle followed by APCM

9.45 am
10.00 am

“Pilgrim” editorial meeting
Service at Abbeyfield, Galgate

10.00 am

Service at Kings Court Care Home

10.00 am

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle

2.00 pm

Service at the Manor House Care Home

10.00 am

St Mary’s Community Music Group meets at
Barnard Castle

8.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Holy Communion and Junior Church at
Barnard Castle
Baptism of Mia Dowson and Ethan Gibson at
Barnard Castle
Bank Holiday refreshments and Book Sale in
the Parish Hall

12.00 pm –
4.30 pm

Wedding:
March 11th

John Graham Hutchinson & Mandy Kelly, 2 Kyles Yard

For better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle

8.00 am
9.00 am
10.30 am

12.30 pm

From the registers

Bank Holiday refreshments and Book Sale in
the Parish Hall

Northern Chapter of Cambridge University Graduates
conference in church

SUNDAY 23rd
Easter 2

Friday 28

10.00 am

Preparation of the Easter Garden and Easter
Egg Hunt at Barnard Castle
Book Sale in the Parish Hall

Funerals:
Service in church followed by committal at Wear Valley Crematorium

February 27th John Allen Saunders (76), 19 Baliol Street
March 1st
Trevor Joel (69), 30 Cleveland Road
20th Charles Eric Carter (87), 15 Richardson Fields
Service and committal at Darlington crematorium
March 9

th

Gladys Savery (87), 34 Zetland Road
Service in church followed by interment

th

March 14

Stanley Bousfield (84), Charles Dickens Lodge

Service and committal at Wear Valley crematorium
th

March 15

Brenda Cox (89), The Manor House Care Home
Service at the graveside

th

March 24

Herbert Terry Wood (71), 69 High Riggs

SMUFFIES (St Mary’s Under-5s group)
Meets Tuesdays in term-time

Who can separate us from the love of Christ?

1pm - 3pm in the Parish Hall
All welcome
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Easter Lilies

News from the belfry March 2017

As in previous years it is possible to sponsor a lily in memory of a loved one
or in thanks for some particular happy occasion or event

We have been able to hold more practices recently due to a number of
Richmond ringers attending on Monday nights. Their bells are currently out
of the tower and are due to be replaced by a new set of 8 bells that have been
cast at Taylors foundry in Loughborough. We are very pleased to welcome
the ringers while they are in limbo. You can see some of the goings-on at
St.Mary’s, Richmond on the following link:

Sponsorship forms will be sent to those recently bereaved but will also be
available for collection from the back of church.

http://www.richmondshiretoday.co.uk/photos-final-peals-st-marys-bellsreplacement/

All proceeds will be used a) to provide lilies at Easter, b) to purchase flowers
throughout the rest of the year, and c) to support the work of the church.

As mentioned previously, Darren, John and Dave have started teaching 6
pupils from Barney School on Friday afternoons from 4-5pm. The students
are doing very well in their practical and theory exercises.

Once again we will be decorating the church for Easter with Easter Lilies.

Helen Scott

Charity Book Sale
Saturday 15th April
10.00 am - 2.30 pm
In aid of St Mary’s Parish Church and Friends
of Barnard Castle Library

All books 50p
Wednesday Coffee Morning
9.30 - 12.00 upstairs in the Parish Hall
Come for coffee, a scone and a chat!
HELP WANTED
Would you like to join the Pilgrim Editorial team? We meet
monthly over a coffee, usually on a Monday morning, to review the
copy for the magazine. Help with editing would also be welcome.
For more information please speak to Frances Stenlake (in church
or 637334) or the vicar.
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The March meeting was not going to start until the MU
members thanked Doreen and showed just what a deep
admiration they felt for her as a friend and branch leader over
many years. Not for one second does Doreen think that she has
accomplished anything remarkable. We most certainly know she has,
with 53 years of devoted service to the Mothers Union.
We presented her with a beautiful bouquet of flowers and a delicious cake
which she shared with us all.
The meeting continued with the welcome return of Elspeth Robinson, who
spoke about her ongoing work in Kumi, Uganda. This provides a very
essential service in donating equipment to Kumi Hospital: bicycles,
wheelchairs, epilepsy drugs and plaster of paris to name but a few.
Income generating schemes also provide money to purchase goats and
cows. When the animals give birth to their second offspring it is passed to
a family with a child who has a disability. To learn more about this
amazing work email robinsonelspeth@yahoo.co.uk.
Sandra Sumner
A call to prayer
At a recent Church Council meeting we held an extended discussion
about in what direction God might want to lead us as a church over the
next year or so.
We decided that we all needed to pray - consciously to give time to
opening ourselves up to discerning God’s Presence and leading.

Bellringers:
Electoral Roll Officer:
First Friday Group:

CHURCH CONTACTS
Helen Scott (690169)
Doreen Moore (690947)
Lesley Taylor (631716) or
Theresa Atkinson (638213)
Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908)
Pauline Hanby (630102)
Kim Harding (637018)
Keith Miles (637512)
Frances Stenlake (637334)

Flower Guild:
Friends of St Mary's:
Junior Church:
Lifts to church:
Magazine Production:
Magazine Distribution
Magazine Advertising:
Mothers’ Union:
Parish Hall Association Secretary:
Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):
Wednesday Morning Coffee:

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors

PLEASE NOTE: The May issue of
the Pilgrim will be available on
30th April. The last date for copy is
Sunday 23rd April. Items please to
Frances Stenlake, 37 The Bank; or
francesrstenlake@yahoo.co.uk.

Between now and Pentecost we will have a number of services where our
prayers will take the form of extended silence as we open our common
life to God. You are asked to make this intention - God’s guidance - part
of your private prayer too.
To help us learn how to recognise God’s Presence there are cards in
church inviting you to record “where I noticed God at work this week”
and then to leave them in the basket at the back of church. They will be
collected and form a display for encouragement to others.
Alec Harding
23

Frances Stenlake (637334)
Sandra Sumner (690041)
Peter Wise (637904)
Kim Harding (637018)
Frances Stenlake (637334)

The Parochial Church Council of the
Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle
with Whorlton: registered charity number
1130279
© These items are
produced courtesy of
www.parishpump.co.uk
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The Friends of
Richardson Hospital
The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing
support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment
within Richardson Hospital and the local community.
Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held
at Richardson Hospital.

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500

Registered Charity No. 511303

MAUDE’S

Redwell Garage

COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS
Prop: Stephen Maude

NURSERY
WESTWICK ROAD
BARNARD CASTLE
(half mile past Bowes Museum)
Telephone 01833 638639
Open all week 10.00am - 4.00pm.
Closed Monday

FOR ALL YOUR
TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS:
TAXIS, MINI COACHES & COACHES

All makes supplied and fitted
or cash and carry for DIY

Most major Debit and Credit cards accepted.

TREES, SHRUBS,PERENNIALS, ALPINES, ROSES, FRUIT
TREES AND BUSHES.
CHRISTMAS WREATHS AND DECORATIONS.
SEASONAL BEDDING PLANTS AND HANGING BASKETS.
GARDEN SERVICES: From general tidy to complete makeover

EXHAUSTS • TYRES •
BATTERIES

Pirelli

REDWELL GARAGE
BARNARD CASTLE
Telephone 01833 637341
Fax 01833 631888

Redwell
Garage Dunlop
Barnard Castle
Tel: 01833 637341
Fax: 01833 631888

13, Chapel Row,
Middleton-in-Teesdale
Co. Durham
DL12 0SN






Back Pain
Sciatica
Neck Problems
Whiplash
Trapped Nerves







Joint Problems
Muscle + Ligament Injuries
Sports Injuries
Pilates (1:1 and classes)
Ergonomic + Workplace
Assessments

01833 641202
Teesdalephysio@gmail.com

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
A complete Funeral Service
carried out under the
personal care of
James and John Blenkiron
Barnard Castle 01833 695444
19 Galgate, DL12 8EQ
Website: www.blenkirons.co.uk
enquiries@blenkirons.co.uk
Golden Charter Prepayment Funerals

