50p

C MICHAEL HANBY
ACCOUNTANT
Sole Trader/Partnership/Limited Company Accounts
Personal/Partnership/Company Tax Returns
VAT Returns
PAYE Bureau (inc. RTI)
Internet filing of all returns / Sage One Partner
8 Galgate, BARNARD CASTLE, DL12 8BG
Phone/fax: 01833 638287
Email: cmhanby@onyxnet.co.uk
www.cmhanbyaccountant.co.uk
Member of the Association of Accounting Technicians

MINDSIGHT HYPNOTHERAPY
Claire Oates D. Hyp D. Psy
Hypnotherapy & Psychotherapy
Practitioner
CARING PROFESSIONAL CONFIDENTIAL

BASED IN BARNARD CASTLE
Telephone: 07789244649
Email: mindsight7@gmail.com
www.mindsighthypnotherapy.co. uk
HELPING YOU TO HELP YOURSELF
Combat Fears & Phobias
Deep Relaxation
Improve Sports Performance
Increase Confidence & Low Self Esteem
Insomnia Relief
Lose Weight
Reduce Stress & Anxiety
Stop Smoking
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION OR
TO BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

The Decor and
Carpet Centre
For a full home
interior service
Come in and see our selection of
FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING,
FABRICS, TILES
and much, much more.

Now in our 31st year
Allen Jenkins
87 Montalbo Road,
Barnard Castle DL12 8BP

Tel: 01833 690009

SUNDAY SERVICES
BARNARD CASTLE
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.30 a.m. Main Service (for details see monthly calendar page)
4.00 p.m. The Four o'clock Service for young families (please check calendar)
WHORLTON
9.00 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sundays Holy Communion
*******************
VICAR:
Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage,
Parsons Lonnen, Newgate DL12 8ST (637018)
READERS:
READER Emeritus:

Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng (637392)
David Walker BA (Hons), CPFA (650396)
David Blakely MA

The Friends of
Richardson Hospital
The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing
support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment
within Richardson Hospital and the local community.
Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held
at Richardson Hospital.

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500

*******************
ORGANIST AND: Annette Butters GLCM (Hons), LTCL (TD), LTCL (GMT)
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
CHURCHWARDENS: David Bailey (641156)
Sandra Sumner (690041),
John R Moore (07793756129),
Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908)
PCC SECRETARY: David Walker (650396)
TREASURER: Robert Stenlake (637334)
*******************
PARISH HALL
CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen Guy (630732)
*******************
CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Barnard-Castle-withWhorlton/432786520147183
For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts please see page 20
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Registered Charity No. 511303

April 2018
Dear All,
In the last few days newspapers and TV screens have been filled with outrage
over the attempted murder of the Russian exile Sergei Skripal, his daughter
Yulia and the subsequent injury to Police Officer Nick Bailey who assisted
them at the crime scene in Salisbury. A statement from the Prime Minister in
Parliament listed measures to be taken to respond to the alleged involvement
of the Russian State in the use of chemical weapons in the UK. Parliament
was almost unanimous in supporting the Prime Minister in her ‘robust’
stance. Almost, but not quite. The Leader of the Opposition drew jeers and
stinging criticism from all sides of the House for his seeming reluctance to
condemn Russia and for his request for the proof upon which the Government
had made its accusations of Russian involvement to be made known.
There is history here. It seems highly likely that there was Russian
involvement in the crime but unless the Government has access to
information not yet in the public domain, this involvement is still ‘unproven’.
Many members of Parliament, to their considerable regret (yet trusting the
Government of the day), voted for strong action against the Iraqi regime on
the basis of similar ‘unproven’ (later proved to be non-existent) evidence.
‘Evidence’ that was presented to the United Nations by the Secretary of State
for the US complete with charts, pictures and diagrams that were later shown
to be meaningless. It would appear that Mr Corbyn has made a political
decision not to be steam-rollered into making a similar mistake.
Truth. ‘What is truth?’ asked Pontius Pilate as Jesus stood before him on
Good Friday. Truth may always have been in short supply but recent years
have seen an intentional attack on ‘facts’. Nothing is simply ‘True’ anymore,
facts have been replaced with opinions and all can be challenged. ‘Fake
news’, posts online known as ‘click bait’ that attract revenue through
distorting or inventing news stories, State sponsored ‘trolls’ interfering with
democratic debate in elections across the West: ‘What is Truth?’ indeed.
It was Martin Luther who said, ‘A theologian of the cross calls the thing what
it actually is,’ by which he intended to counter one of humanity’s most
obvious faults, namely ‘self-deception’. The scriptures tell us that ‘the heart is
deceitful above all things’. ‘Above all things’? It is only the scandal of the
cross that reveals how totally misguided and wrong we have been in our
perception of God’s dealings with the world and how totally perverse our
human nature really is. In seeing God at work on the cross of Christ we come
to a realisation of our need of God to open our eyes to the Truth of His ways
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and His dealings with us, His creatures.
What is Truth? Jesus said of himself ‘I am the Truth’, so churches,
communities, societies and nations built around Him will have at their heart a
deep concern for Truth and truthful dealings between people. For all the
opprobrium heaped on the Leader of the Opposition for his questions in
Parliament he has reminded us that our Christian values demand justice, but
justice must be based on truth.
Alec

Music notes
Concerts Past.....
The community band concert on Mothering Sunday was great fun for all
concerned. Thanks to all those who played on the day and put so much effort
into it. Thanks also to the cake makers, tea servers, friends, families and all
those who turned out to support us. We raised £148.40 towards a new
projector for the church, but the main thing was we all had a lovely time
together.
Concerts to come.....
If you missed that concert, there is another one soon. This will be held on
Saturday 28th April, 3pm at the Methodist church. It’s in aid of their
steeple fund. It’s not just the band this time as we will be teaming up with our
community choir. The programme will be a good mix of all sorts of music
including film, novelty, solos, light classics and one or two surprises. It’s
suitable for all ages and definitely child friendly as well! Aside from that, the
choir and band are also involved in the “Keep in Touch” event. So lots going
on for both community groups.
And more.....
The church choir, church band and individual instrumentalists are also
working hard on a regular basis. Our church choir has happily welcomed two
new members as well. They bring with them not just their singing and
musical skills, but so much more besides.
And finally.....
The community band now brew coffee on a Saturday during rehearsals 10.00
-11.00 am. It’s there to share, so if you are passing by and you need
refreshment.....
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Annette Butters

What do Junior Church do when it snows?
Well, they all trudge through the snow in their boots to come to church!
So we had a lesson on being unique (as the snowflakes are) but all human (in
the same way as the snowflakes are all made of water). We might not feel we
can do much but together we can do what God wants - just as a single
snowflake may not do much but together they can be a snowball or a
snowman or even close roads!

It has been yet another busy month at Green Lane with
lots of exciting things happening. We have had two great
class collective worships. Miss Cone’s class promoted Sport
Relief with lots of interesting sporting activities and Miss
Bryden's class told us all about Easter with many enjoyable
Easter songs.

We looked at the tiny powdery snowflakes and built them into strong
structures. Then we put the snow back outside and made our own unique
paper snowflakes.

Hopefully normal weather (and lessons) will resume soon.
Frances Stenlake

It was with much regret that we had to cancel the March meeting
due to severe weather conditions. We all hope that our intended
speaker will be with us on a future occasion.
Our next meeting will be on Monday 9th April at 2.00 pm. This will be our
Lady Day service with MU members from Lynesack, followed by Afternoon
Tea. We look forward to seeing all our members in Church for this special
occasion.
Frances Carter

7

During half term Mrs Windle and a group of our children were invited
to the opening of the new Emergency Services Station in Barnard
Castle by HRH Prince Charles where one of our children was lucky
enough to have a conversation with the Prince.
On Thursday 22nd February any Rainbow, Brownie, Guide who wanted
to could wear their uniform to school to celebrate their organisations
Thinking Day. It was great to see so many of our children involved in
these uniformed organisations.
This month our School Council members have been very busy and
organised two special “Breakfast with Disney” mornings for our
children and families. Our School Council worked extremely hard to
plan and run these events and they were both a great success and
enjoyed by everyone with many people coming dressed in Disney
costumes to enjoy a bacon sandwich and entertainment.
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Unfortunately, due to the snowy weather, we had to postpone our
World Book Day events, but we didn’t let the event pass by as we did
celebrate it with children coming to school dressed as a character
from a book or in their pyjamas. During the day our children also
enjoyed reading and sharing stories with children in other classes.
During the last month some of our Key Stage 2 children have been
involved in a local cross-country competition with two teams - Y5/6
girls and Y3/4 boys - being very successful and nearly progressing to
the county finals.
As part of a school's music project some of our Year 4, 5 and 6
children were invited to the Hub, along with children from other local
primary schools, to record a CD of music, which they thoroughly
enjoyed.
As always at Green Lane we have had lots of events which are planned
for Sport Relief week as well as our Year 6's being excited about
their residential visit. More about both of these next month.
Everyone at Green Lane C.E. Primary School would like to wish you all a
very happy Easter.

Green Lane C.E. Primary School
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Church Open: Visitors Welcome

Calendar April 2018

Barnard Castle Church is open to
visitors from early morning till
dusk every day of the year. Whilst
churches elsewhere might regard an
‘open door’ policy as something of
a risk, Barney church has rarely
suffered anti-social behaviour.
Sensible precautions are taken:
church valuables are kept under
lock and key but the fact that the
door is open means that anyone
contemplating vandalism or theft
may well be disturbed by any one
of the many folk who come through
the church doors each day.

SUNDAY 1st
Easter Day

Monday 2

nd

Wednesday 4th
SUNDAY 8th
Second Sunday of
Easter
Monday 9

In February this year I received a letter of thanks from a visitor to the town.
An extract reads:
In October last year, I paid a brief visit to Barnard Castle and was
impressed…by your delightful town…On this occasion a new delight
presented itself in the form of a notice outside the parish church indicating
that the building was open to visitors. Sad to say, churches open when no
act of worship is taking place are few and far between today and I took
great pleasure in spending a few minutes within. I even followed the path
of the labyrinth, which might surprise you when I divulge the fact that I am
seventy-five years old and have spent many of those years attempting to
unravel the labyrinth of my own experience.
This is a rather belated thank you for such glowing moments all those
months ago, but it is offered with a full heart and with the hope that the
church door will continue to remain open.
It is always a delight to read comments in the church visitors’ book but this
letter, written almost five months after the person’s visit, serves as a reminder
that an open door and a generous welcome (even when the church is empty)
can make a lasting impression and serve to help visitors and pilgrims come
close to the kingdom of God.
Alec
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8.00 am
9.00 am
10.30 am
12.30 pm
11.00 am –
4.30 pm
10.00 am
8.00 am
9.00 am
10.30 am
12.30 pm
2.00 pm

Wednesday 11th
Thursday 12th
Friday 13th

10.00 am
2.00 pm
5.00 pm

Saturday 14th

10.00 am
11.30 am

SUNDAY 15th
Third Sunday of
Easter
Tuesday 17th

8.00 am
10.30 am

Wednesday 18th
Friday 20th

10.00 am
5.00 pm

Saturday 21st

7.15 pm

6.00 – 8.00
pm
10.3011.30 am

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Holy Communion at Whorlton
Holy Communion and Easter Ceremonies at
Barnard Castle
Baptism of Scarlett Naylor
Bank Holiday Refreshments and Book Sale
in the Parish Hall
Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Holy Communion at Whorlton
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle NB No
Junior Church
Baptism of Scarlett Matthews
Mothers’ Union Lady Day Service and
Afternoon Tea
Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle
Service at Charles Dickens Lodge
St Mary’s Community Choir meets in the
Vestry
St Mary’s Community Music Group meets at
Barnard Castle
Rothbury and Morpeth Bell Ringers visit
Barnard Castle
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Holy Communion and Junior Church at
Barnard Castle
Deanery Standing Committee meets at the
Vicarage
Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle
St Mary’s Community Choir meets in the
Vestry
“Keep in Touch” preview event at Barnard
Castle
“Keep in Touch” Music Making followed by
Refreshments at Barnard Castle
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SUNDAY 22nd
Fourth Sunday of
Easter

8.00 am
9.00 am
10.30 am
4.00 pm
9.45 am
4.00 pm

Monday 23rd

6.30 pm
Tuesday 24th
Wednesday 25th
Friday 27th
Saturday 28

th

SUNDAY 29th
Fifth Sunday of
Easter
Monday 30th

10.00 am
2.00 pm
10.00 am
2.30 pm –
3.30 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
11.00 am
8.00 am
10.30 am
10.00 am
7.00 pm

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Holy Communion at Whorlton
Service of the Word with Junior Church at
Barnard Castle
The Four O’clock service
Pilgrim Editorial Meeting
Christian Ethos Committee meets at Green
Lane School
Parish Hall Association AGM in the Parish
Hall
Service at Kings Court Care Home
Service at the Beaconsfield Care Home
Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle
“Keep in Touch” choirs’ event and afternoon
tea at Barnard Castle
Service at the Manor House Care Home
St Mary’s Community Choir meets in the
Vestry
Friends of St Mary’s AGM at Barnard Castle
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle
Holy Communion and Junior Church at
Barnard Castle
Service at Abbeyfield, Galgate
APCM in church

From the registers
Baptisms
March 11th
th
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Georgia Rae Gatenby, 7 Dale Road
Jacob George Wood, 26 Marwood Drive
Jack Isaac Purkiss, 29 Bede Road
I have called you by name, you are mine

Funerals:
Service in church followed by committal at Wear Valley Crematorium

February 26th

Kevin Jackson (53), 71 Churchill Road

Service in church after committal at Wear Valley Crematorium
March 2nd

Philip Christopher Lee (73), 13 Old School Close

Service and committal at Wear Valley Crematorium

SMUFFIES (St Mary’s Under-5s group)
Meets Tuesdays in term-time
1pm - 3pm in the Parish Hall

March 5th

Peggy Bateson (95), 6 Marshall Street
Jesus said ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.’

All welcome

Wednesday Coffee Morning
9.30 –12.00
Join us upstairs in the Parish Hall for a coffee, a scone and a chat!
13
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Repairing the Church. All talk and no action?
It is now almost four years since our Inspecting Architect carried out his
Quinquennial Inspection of St Mary’s Barnard Castle. As we had not had an
inspection for about 13 years, it was no great surprise to learn that our Parish
Church is in need of serious attention. The cost of just the urgent repairs is
well beyond our means and last year we set about applying for a grant from
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), so that we might repair the cracks in the
West Nave wall, repoint the belfry and carry out conservation works on the
stained glass windows. Our grant application was turned down (too many
applicants and insufficient funds) and here we are, a year on, working on a
new application to submit to HLF in June.
So, has anything changed for the better? Are we ever going to do any repair
works? Have we any more chance of being awarded a grant next time?
The good news is that we are going to be making a start this year by repairing
the Chancel windows. Last summer, we commissioned a stained glass
window specialist’s report on the state of the windows. One of the windows
identified as being in most urgent need of repair and conservation is the
“Kempe” window in the Chancel (the window almost behind the vicar’s seat).
This window was made by CE Kempe and was installed in 1885. It depicts
three scenes of the Passion: Christ before Pilate, Christ in Gethsemane and
Christ washing the feet of the Disciples. The need for the repairs was noted
by the Kempe Society in its journal back in 1994, so it is somewhat overdue!
We are able to proceed with the repairs to this and minor repairs to other
Chancel windows, thanks to the pledge of funds by our Patron, Trinity
College, Cambridge, to cover the costs of around £8,000. We have also been
fortunate that the works are such that our Archdeacon has been able to grant
permission to proceed without having to go through the process of applying
for full Faculty permission. The work will be disruptive, with the vicar’s seat
and the South choir pews cordoned off for some weeks. At the same time as
repairing the Chancel windows, we will have the small window above the
vestry door re-leaded before the glass falls out.
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And all the other works to the west nave wall, the tower and the other
windows? We have four separate works projects included in our next grant
application. We now have to apply under a different grant stream, competing
for funds with major heritage projects run by professionals. If we succeed,
we will have to have a heritage engagement programme for the benefit of
“people and communities”. We are unable to compete in this with the “big
boys” and we are therefore working in partnership with a local archaeological
firm, Digventures. It has a successful track record of attracting funding for its
16

projects and will be taking this on as one of their projects. They are based in
the town and they have unlimited enthusiasm (see their website
www.Digventures.com). An example of this is the online survey they are
conducting to raise interest in our project, for which they have attracted 125
responses at the time of going to print…… if you are quick you could help us
by completing the survey at
https://surveymonkey.co.uk/r/StMarysParishChurch (but hurry - it closes on
31 March)
Progress with repairs to the Tower and West wall will be slow, scheduled for
late 2019 (and the other urgent windows work earmarked for 2020) if we are
awarded a grant….. and later if we are not.
Robert Stenlake

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service: Thursday 8th March 2018
“All God’s Creation is Very Good!”
The service in Barnard Castle had to be postponed from 2nd March owing to
the snowy weather. However, it went ahead on 8th March and was hosted by
St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church in Birch Road, preceded by refreshments
of fruit drinks and macaroons. Carol Goldberg led the service, assisted by
Elizabeth Conran and Sheila Crabbe as readers.
Designed by the Christian women of Suriname, the service focused on the
environment and encouraged participants to reflect on their approach to
caring for God’s world and looking after natural resources to secure them for
future generations.
Ruth Willett, Anita Macfarlane, Iris Hillery, Joyce Wood, Doreen Moore,
Sandra Webster and Carolyn Gill took the parts of the Women of Suriname.

Christian Aid Week (13th to 19th May 2018)
I have started contacting my regular volunteers but there is always room for
more helpers, to help lighten the load. If you would like to find out more
about Christian Aid Week street collections please call me on 690169, or
mention it to Alec.
Christian Aid bags will be in church for volunteers to collect from Friday 4th
May.
Thank you in anticipation of your assistance in this very worthy cause.
Helen Scott

Bank Holiday Refreshments and Book Sale
Monday 2nd April
11.00 am - 4.30 pm
In the Parish Hall
All books 50p
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Children from St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Primary School sang and
performed a liturgical dance at the beginning of the service and helped to
place the recycling into baskets later on.
Music was a particular feature with both new and traditional hymns and a
song specially written for the event sung in the Sranan language. The singing
was accompanied by Annette Butters on the organ.
The offering of £188.40 will be donated to the work of the Women’s World
Day of Prayer movement. Thanks go to all involved in the planning,
preparation and execution of the service.
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Doreen Moore and Iris Hillery

PLANS FOR THE 2019 WWDP SERVICE
The 2019 Service is designed by the Christian women of Slovenia and more
information will be available in September. The theme for 2019 is “Come!
Everything is ready!” and services will be held across the world (weather
permitting!) on Friday 1st March 2019.

CHURCH CONTACTS
Bellringers:
Helen Scott (690169)
Electoral Roll Officer:
Doreen Moore (690947)
First Friday Group:
Lesley Taylor (631716) or
Theresa Atkinson (638213)
Flower Guild:
Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908)
Friends of St Mary's:
Pauline Hanby (630102)
Junior Church:
Kim Harding (637018)
Lifts to church:
Keith Miles (637512)
Magazine Production:
Frances Stenlake (637334)
Magazine Distribution
Helen Scott (690169)
Magazine Advertising:
Frances Stenlake (637334)
Mothers’ Union:
Sandra Sumner (690041)
Parish Hall Association Secretary:
Peter Wise (637904)
Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):
Kim Harding (637018)
Wednesday Morning Coffee:
Frances Stenlake (637334)

© These items are produced courtesy of www.parishpump.co.uk
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PLEASE NOTE: The May issue of
the Pilgrim will be available on
27th April. The last date for copy
is Sunday 22nd April. Items
please to Frances Stenlake, 37
The Bank; or
francesrstenlake@yahoo.co.uk.

FUNERAL
DIRECTOR
CHAPEL OF REST
FLORAL
TRIBUTES

The Parochial Church Council of the
Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle
with Whorlton: registered charity number
1130279

CATERING
ARRANGED
Tel:

833 38

day or night

MAUDE’S

Redwell Garage

COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS

NURSERY
WESTWICK ROAD
BARNARD CASTLE
(half mile past Bowes Museum)
Telephone 01833 638639
Open all week 10.00am - 4.00pm.
Closed Monday

Prop: Stephen Maude

FOR ALL YOUR
TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS:
TAXIS, MINI COACHES & COACHES

All makes supplied and fitted
or cash and carry for DIY

Most major Debit and Credit cards accepted.

TREES, SHRUBS,PERENNIALS, ALPINES, ROSES, FRUIT
TREES AND BUSHES.
CHRISTMAS WREATHS AND DECORATIONS.
SEASONAL BEDDING PLANTS AND HANGING BASKETS.
GARDEN SERVICES: From general tidy to complete makeover

EXHAUSTS • TYRES •
BATTERIES

Pirelli

REDWELL GARAGE
BARNARD CASTLE
Telephone 01833 637341
Fax 01833 631888

Redwell
Garage Dunlop
Barnard Castle
Tel: 01833 637341
Fax: 01833 631888

13, Chapel Row,
Middleton-in-Teesdale
Co. Durham
DL12 0SN






Back Pain
Sciatica
Neck Problems
Whiplash
Trapped Nerves







Joint Problems
Muscle + Ligament Injuries
Sports Injuries
Pilates (1:1 and classes)
Ergonomic + Workplace
Assessments

01833 641202
Teesdalephysio@gmail.com

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
A complete Funeral Service
carried out under the
personal care of
James and John Blenkiron
Barnard Castle 01833 695444
19 Galgate, DL12 8EQ
Website: www.blenkirons.co.uk
enquiries@blenkirons.co.uk
Golden Charter Prepayment Funerals

