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C MICHAEL HANBY  

ACCOUNTANT  

Sole Trader/Partnership/Limited Company Accounts  

Personal/Partnership/Company Tax Returns  

VAT Returns  

PAYE Bureau (inc. RTI) 

Internet filing of all returns / Sage One Partner 

8 Galgate, BARNARD CASTLE, DL12 8BG  

Phone/fax: 01833 638287  

Email: cmhanby@onyxnet.co.uk 

www.cmhanbyaccountant.co.uk 
 

Member of the Association of Accounting Technicians  

 



 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE 

  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Main Service  (for details see monthly calendar page) 

  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families (please check calendar) 

  4.00 p.m.  (1st Sunday)  Evening Prayer 

 

WHORLTON 

  9.00 a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays  Holy Communion 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VICAR: Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage, 

 Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST  (637018) 
 

READERS:   Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng  (637392) 

    David Walker BA (Hons), CPFA (650396) 

READER Emeritus:   David Blakely MA  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST AND: Annette Butters GLCM (Hons), LTCL (TD), LTCL (GMT) 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

CHURCHWARDENS: John Emerson *(630429),  David Bailey (641156) 

   Sandra Sumner (690041),  

  John R Moore (07793756129),   

  * with responsibility for Whorlton 

PCC SECRETARY: David Walker (650396) 

TREASURER: Robert Stenlake (637334) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PARISH HALL  

CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen Guy (630732) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Barnard-Castle-with-

       Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts please see page 24 
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The Decor and 
 Carpet Centre 

 

For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 

FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING, 

FABRICS, TILES  

and much, much more. 
 

Now in our 28th year 
 

Allen Jenkins 

87 Montalbo Road, 

 Barnard Castle DL12 8BP 
 

Tel: 01833 690009 

 

Tel: 01833 638655 day or night 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR 

CHAPEL OF REST 

FLORAL 
TRIBUTES 

CATERING 

ARRANGED 

COMPLETE GARDENS  

AND 

 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 
 

  TURFING 

  COMPLETE LAWN CARE 

  LOW MAINTENANCE GARDENS 

  PRUNING AND PLANTING 

  HEDGE CUTTING 

  TIDY UPS 

 GARDEN PLANNING AND ADVICE 

 FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Quality workmanship  
by a trained horticulturalist 

 

Simon Copeland 
Tel: 01833 631413 

Mob: 07796 603056 

MindSight Hypnotherapy 
Caring     Professional   Confidential 

Claire Oates, D.Hyp ILM 
Hypnotherapy Practitioner 

Telephone: 07789244649         Email:  mindsight7@gmail.com 
 
            Mindsight Hypnotherapy   
 

Hypnotherapy can help with: 
 

 Allergies 

 Anxiety/Panic Attacks  

 Chronic Pain Management 

 Claustrophobia 

 Confidence/Self Esteem 

 Depression 

 Driving Test Nerves 

 Exams 

 Fears & Phobias  

 Fertility 

 Gambling Addiction 

 Habits 

 IBS 

 Insomnia 

 Migraines 

 Nail Biting  

 Public Speaking  

 Recurrent Nightmares 

 Shyness & Blushing 

 Smoking Cessation 

 Some Skin Disorders 

 Sports Performance 

 Stress Management 

 Weight Reduction 

 
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION NOW ON 

07789244649 
 

YOUR CONFIDENTIALITY IS ASSURED 
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December 2016 

Dear All 

How do communities renew themselves? Any community: a church, a 

sport’s club, a town, a nation? How do communities stay fresh and 

vibrant? What makes for healthy community life?  

Social anthropologists study the development of human communities 

around the globe. One model that speaks of how communities develop 

contrasts the life and attitudes of ‘settled’ pastoral folk with those 

described as ‘traders’. Of course, real people cannot be pigeonholed into 

categories so easily but the model carries some truth. For it is true that 

every community needs people who are deeply attached to their place and 

values, who guard the traditions of the community and who, through thick 

and thin, are there for its needs. These are the faithful souls who turn out 

week after week to keep our clubs and societies going, who sweep the 

clubhouse floor and make sure its roof doesn’t leak. These are the folk 

who will sit on committees and turn out on wet nights for Annual 

Meetings: we need them, they are invaluable. 

But we also need those out on the boundaries of our community life. The 

folk who look beyond the immediate and bring to us new ideas from other 

places. In ancient societies these would have been the traders – those who 

left their places of birth to trade with others, those who were not afraid to 

learn a new language or to engage with another culture. These folk, of 

course return ‘home’ as different people. They are sometimes viewed as 

being ‘suspect’ by traditionalists, untrustworthy, ‘not committed’ to home 

and hearth. All too easily their voices are shouted down.  Again, however, 

these people are invaluable for without them the settled community will 

simply turn in upon itself and fossilise. 

Healthy communities manage to balance the tension that exists between 

these two types of people. Though it may be hard to believe, the more 

tension there is the better, for it creates energy for change and movement. 

The knack is to enable them to learn to listen to one another and to handle 

their inevitable disagreements and conflicts constructively. 

Which leads me to think that as the dale goes through a period of change 

(an expansion of house building, new opportunities for employment, 

changes in the delivery of health care and education) a key skill for all of 

us to hone is our ability to listen to one another and to provide forums 
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through which we can do so. Listening implies being open. It requires 

effort, attention to that which is said and to that which is unsaid. It is a 

truly spiritual discipline which may well be the key to the healthy 

development of our community in the years ahead.  

Alec 

Barney celebrates Christingle 

Sunday 4th December 4.00pm 

Speaker: Helen Tate: The Childrens’ Society 

with 

The Christingle Choir from Green Lane CE School 

And in the presence of the Mayor of Barnard Castle 

and other local Mayors 

Saturday 17th December 

10.00 am - 12.00 noon 

St Mary’s Barnard Castle 

Come and listen to some festive music and enjoy 

festive refreshments  

 

Chocolate raffle              Christmas wreaths 

All welcome 



 7  

The Service at the beginning of our meeting in October was led by 

Revd. John Moore after which all were warmly welcomed by 

Doreen.  A special welcome was extended to Jean Moore and 

Yvonne Theakston who were joining us for the first time. 

Sue read the Minutes of our last meeting when we had a happy afternoon with 

our Diocesan President Jean Carlton. 

We then welcomed back Eric Barnes to speak to us again on another aspect of 

the history of Barnard Castle.  This time his subject was Frank Shield, known 

as the Teesdale Hermit, who was born in 1815 and was baptised in St. Mary’s 

Church.  He was obviously a very intelligent man although born into a poor 

family.  It is said that he grew up in Hall Street and became a groom at The 

Kings Head.  By 1851 he was living as the sole occupant of The Keep in 

Barnard Castle. He had a fire and a bed and interestingly a large collection of 

antiquities.  He became quite a draw and when the railway came to Barney he 

attracted many crowds.  In 1861 he became a resident in the Teesdale Union 

workhouse. He helped with the repairs of the castle and this drew the 

attention of the keeper of Egglestone Abbey who used him to help with the 

preservation of the abbey where he did some very good work. Eric said that 

he was probably the first person to give guided tours of the town.  He died in 

1881. 

This proved to be a most interesting talk.  Eric was thanked for all the 

research that he must have undertaken, much of which he said came from the 

Teesdale Mercury Archives. 

Our final meeting of the year is on the 5th December when we meet at the 

earlier time of 12 noon in Church when Alec will lead our Communion 

Service.  This will be followed by lunch in the Committee Room. 

Our first meeting of 2017 will be on February 6th (weather permitting!) 

Doreen Moore 
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FoodBank: Christmas Goods 

Please note that donations of particularly ‘Christmas’ items of food must 

be made early in December if they are to reach recipients in time for the 

Festive Season 
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It’s a big well done first of all to Mrs Windle and her 

class for presenting a wonderful and touching 

Remembrance Collective Worship last Thursday. We were 

very proud of everyone involved and grateful to those 

parents who were able to come along and support them.  

We continued the theme of 

Remembrance by respecting a 

minute’s silence at 11.00am on 

Friday 11th November in which 

Heather Brown played the 

Last Post and Reveille on her 

cornet for us. 

Since half term we have 

welcomed a familiar face 

back to Team GL as Miss 

Edwards returned to teach 

our Year 3/4 class. We have 

also elected a new School 

Council, which consists of a girl and boy representative from each 

class. 

Over the last few weeks we have offered congratulations to several 

people including Jon Lucas who is on an apprenticeship working with 

Taylor Shaw team in our school kitchen and has been awarded a 

special commendation for his outstanding achievement throughout the 

year from Hartlepool Borough Council. Congratulations have also gone 

to Owen Hollow, Imogen Parnaby and Annabelle Lovatt who all attend 

our ‘Card Making Club’ and have had their Christmas card entry 

shortlisted in Barnard Castle Town Council’s Christmas card 

competition. 

School Council launched Children in 

Need Week with a special Collective 

Worship. They invited everyone to be 

involved in creating a whole school 3D 

Pudsey Bear with each class making a body part which we would then 
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HELP WANTED - Would you like to join the Pilgrim Editorial 

team?  We meet monthly over a coffee, usually on a Monday 

morning, to review the copy for the magazine.  Help with 

editing would also be welcome.  For more information please 

speak to Frances Stenlake (in church or 637334) or the vicar. 

fit together on the day – this could result in a very interesting looking 

Pudsey Bear! On Friday 18th we are all getting dressed up for 

Children in Need in a “spotacular” way following their theme. 

We are also beginning to think about Christmas and all that it entails 

at Green Lane ... ! 

Reminder 

Subscriptions for the Pilgrim 

are due in February.  The price 

remains unchanged at £5 for the 

year or 50p per individual copy.  

If you don’t currently subscribe 

and would like to please contact 

Jane Goldberg (630896). 

Pilgrim Editorial Team 

 12 

News from the belfry: November 2016 

We were very pleased to be able to celebrate  John and Fran’s  Golden 

Wedding anniversary (22.10.16) by ringing a quarter peal of Plain Bob 

Doubles. We couldn’t ignore such a milestone! 

Here are the details:    Monday 7th November 2016 

1260 changes Plain Bob Doubles (on back 6) 

Unfortunately, we were not able to secure a band for ringing on 

Remembrance Day. 

Helen Scott 

1-John Elliott 4-Helen Scott 

2-Fiona Cooper (first inside) 5-Chris Enzor 

3-Anthea Enzor (conductor) 6-Caroline Piercy 

Thanks go to Chris and Anthea who supplemented our band. 

Dinner Group Speakers  

Thursday 15th December 2016 - Richard Betton, Northern Regional Director 

of the Farming Community Network (a Christian charity helping farmers in 

difficulty); farmers liaison worker with Upper Teesdale Agricultural Support 

Services (UTASS) and National Farmers Union delegate for the North Riding 

and Durham branch 

Wednesday 18th January 2017- Rev Bryony Taylor, author of the book More 

TV Vicar 

For more information contact Colin Dunnighan on 01833 690471 

Wednesday Coffee Morning 

Winter opening for December and January 

10.00 - 12.00 upstairs in the Parish Hall   

Come for coffee, a scone and a chat! 
 

Closed 28th December 



  

Calendar December 2016 
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Thursday 1st
 2.00 pm Service at Charles Dickens Lodge 

Friday 2nd
 12.00 pm 

  
5.00 – 6.00 pm 

CTIBC Advent Lunch for Christian Aid 

in the Parish Hall 
Choir meets in the Vestry 

Saturday 3rd
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group 

meets at Barnard Castle... followed by 

Bowes Museum event see below 

SUNDAY 4th 
Second Sunday 

of Advent 

8.00 am 
10.30 am 

  
12.30 pm 

  
  

4.00 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle NB 

No Junior Church 
Baptism of Finley Plimmer, Edith 

Emmerson and Noel Hunter at Barnard 

Castle 
Christingle Service at Barnard Castle 

Monday 5th
 12.00 pm Mothers’ Union service in church 

followed by Christmas lunch 

Wednesday 7th
 10.00 am Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Thursday 8th
 1 – 3.00 pm SMDT meets at the Vicarage 

Friday 9th 
  

12.00 pm 
  

5.00 – 6.00 pm 
7.30 pm 

CTIBC Advent Lunch for Christian Aid 

in the Parish Hall 
Choir meets in the Vestry 
Dalesiders Concert at Whorlton see p7 

Saturday 10th 
  

10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group 

meets at Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 11th 
Third Sunday of 

Advent 

8.00 am 
9.00 am 

10.30 am 
  

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Holy Communion at Whorlton 
Holy Communion with Junior Church 

and Baptism of Madeleine and Jessica 

Dickson at Barnard Castle  

Tuesday 13th
 9.45 am Green Lane CE School Christmas 

Service at Barnard Castle 

Wednesday 14th
 10.00 am 

10.30 am 
2.00 pm 

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 
Wardens meeting at Barnard Castle 
Service at Beaconsfield Care Home 

Thursday 15th
 2.00 pm 

6.45 pm 

Richardson Hospital Carol Service 
Dinner Group meets at the Red Well 

Friday 16th
 12.00 pm 

 

2.00pm 
7.30 pm 

CTIBC Advent Lunch for Christian Aid 

in the Parish Hall 
Service at The Manor House Care Home 
Carillon Concert in church 



 

© The Bowes Museum 

15 

The Bowes Museum comes to church 

On Saturday 3rd December one of the curators 

from The Bowes Museum will give a short talk in 

the parish church about their latest acquisition 

St. Luke drawing the Virgin and child by Dieric 

Bouts 

This will be followed by the opportunity for all 

who wish to make an artistic response to the 

picture helped by the Bowes’ outreach team. (No 

competition or pressure, just the chance for some 

fun!) 

The timetable for the morning will be: 
10.00 am Community Music group practice: why not come and listen in? 

10.45 am Refreshments available in church 

11.15 - 11.40 am Short Talk about the picture 

11.40 onwards: chance to try your hand at some art 

The event is free and is open to all ages 

Churches Together 

in Barnard Castle 

& Startforth 

COME AND ENJOY AN 

ADVENT LUNCH 
    Soup & Roll 

Cheese & biscuits 

Tea/Coffee 

at the Parish Hall, Newgate 

2nd, 9th and 16th December 

12 noon to 1.30 pm 

All proceeds to Christian Aid 

Suggested minimum donation £3.00 

Please Gift Aid if you can 

“We believe in life before death”                                        
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Christmas Services in the Parish 
Sunday 18th December 

4.00 pm Carol Service (followed by mulled wine 

and Christmas refreshments) at St. Mary’s 

Whorlton  

  

Tuesday 20th December 
6.00 pm Christmas music and refreshments followed by 

7.00 pm ‘Carols all round’ at Barnard Castle Parish Church 

  

Saturday 24th December: Christmas Eve  
4.00 pm A Crib service for all the family at Barnard Castle Parish Church 

(children are invited to come dressed as a character  

from the Nativity story) 

9.30 pm ‘Bethlehem Midnight’ communion service at St. Mary’s 

Whorlton 

11.30 pm First Communion of Christmas at Barnard Castle Parish Church 

 

Sunday 25th December: Christmas Day 
8.00 am Christmas communion at Barnard Castle Parish Church 

10.30 am Christmas communion at Barnard Castle Parish Church 

 

Come and worship Christ, the new born King. 

Saturday 17th
 10.00 am 

 
10.00 – 12.00 

St Mary’s Community Music Group 

meets at Barnard Castle 
Christmas event at Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 18th 
Fourth Sunday 

of Advent 

8.00 am 
10.30 am 

  
4.00 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Service of the Word at Barnard Castle 

NB No Junior Church 
Whorlton Carol service 

Monday 19th
 12.00 pm Wedding of Daniel Woods and Heather 

Stanwix at Whorlton 

Tuesday 20th 
 

10.00 am Service at Kings Court Care Home 

Wednesday Weekday Communion will take place as usual on 21st and 28th 

December 
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SUNDAY 1st 
Naming and 

Circumcision of 

Jesus 

8.00 am 
10.30 am 

  

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Holy Communion and Junior Church at 

Barnard Castle 

Wednesday 4th
 10.00 am Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Thursday 5th
 2.00 pm Service at Charles Dickens Lodge 

Saturday 7th
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group meets 

at Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 8th 
Epiphany (tr) 

8.00 am 
9.00 am 

10.30 am 
  

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Holy Communion at Whorlton 
Holy Communion and Junior Church at 

Barnard Castle 

Tuesday 10th
 7.15 pm Deanery Synod Standing Committee meets 

at the Vicarage 

   

Wednesday 11th
 10.00 am Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Saturday 14th
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group meets 

at Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 15th 
Second Sunday of 

Epiphany 

8.00 am 
10.30 am 

  
4.00 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle NB 

No Junior Church 
The Four O’clock service 

Monday 16th
 7.30 pm PCC meets at Barnard Castle 

Tuesday 17th 7.00 pm Women’s World Day of Prayer planning 

meeting at the Methodist Church 

Wednesday 18th
 10.00 am 

2.00 pm 

6.45 pm 

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 
Service at Beaconsfield Care Home 

Dinner Group meets at the Red Well 

Saturday 21st
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group meets 

at Barnard Castle 

SMUFFIES (St Mary’s Under-5s group) 

Restarts on 10 January after the Christmas Party 

on 13 December 

1pm - 3pm in the Parish Hall 

All welcome 

Calendar January 2017 
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SUNDAY 22nd 
Third Sunday of 

Epiphany 

8.00 am 
9.00 am 

10.30 am 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Holy Communion at Whorlton 
Service of the Word and Junior Church at 

Barnard Castle 

Monday 23rd
 9.45am ‘Pilgrim’ editorial meeting 

Tuesday 24th
 7.15 pm Deanery Synod meets 

Wednesday 25th
 10.00 am 

7.00 pm 

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 
Service for the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity at Barnard Castle 

Friday 27th
 2.00 pm Service at The Manor House Care Home 

Saturday 28th
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group meets 

at Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 29
th 

Presentation of 

Christ (tr) 

8.00 am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Service of the Word and Junior Church at 

Barnard Castle 

Monday 30th 
  

10.00 am 
4.00 pm 

Service at Abbeyfield, Galgate 
Green Lane CE School Full Governing 

Body Meeting 

Tuesday 31st 

 

10.00 am Service at Kings Court Care Home 

Another church roof 

With two church buildings to maintain, there is always a long list of repairs 

awaiting attention (and the need to find the money to afford the repairs).  We 

have done a lot of roof work this year at Barnard Castle but the 2016 

architect’s inspection of St Mary’s Whorlton, identified serious and urgent 

problems with the roof there.  Roof problems have to be addressed as quickly 

as possible to prevent further damage and we have therefore agreed to 

proceed with works at Whorlton costing almost £18,000.  St Mary’s Whorlton 

is not a listed building and we have to find all of this money ourselves.  

We are committed to using as much of our scarce reserves as necessary to 

ensure we can go ahead with these works when the weather improves in the 

spring.  The response by the people of Whorlton and the wider parish has 

been wonderful with almost £8,000 of the funds needed being donated 

through the summer flower festival and the appeal launched at Harvest.   

A big thank you to all who have donated to this appeal. 

Robert Stenlake 



 

From the registers 

Baptisms: 

October 30th  Olivia James Coppack, 119 Union Ave., Ammityville, 

New Jersey 

November 6th  Ruby Tallulah Gray & 

   Delilah Mabel Gray, 38 Newgate 

I have called you by name, you are mine 

 

Funerals:  

At Whorlton: 

Service and committal in church followed by cremation at Darlington 

crematorium 

November 23rd Malcolm Lloyd Watts (74) Arlaw Banks, Winston 

The merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever and ever 

On the Edge by Malcolm Guite 

Christmas sets the centre on the edge; 

The edge of the town, out-buildings of an inn, 

The fringe of empire, far from privilege 

And power, on the edge and outer spin 

Of turning worlds, a margin of small stars 

That edge a galaxy itself light years 

From some unguessed-at cosmic origin. 

Christmas sets the centre at the edge. 

And from this day our world is re-aligned; 

A tiny seed unfolding in the womb 

Becomes the source from which we all unfold 

And flower into being. We are healed, 

The End begins, the tomb becomes a womb, 

For now in him all things are re-aligned. 
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Music notes  

 

Carol service choir - December 

Our "special choir" rehearse each Friday from 5pm-6pm in the church. 

Although we are well underway it's not too late to join in, and of course, 

all are welcome. Christmas music includes works by two well loved 

British choral composers, John Rutter and Bob Chilcott. There are also 

plenty of traditional carols to sing in addition to a couple of popular songs 

with the community music group.  

Community music group 

If you can't imagine Holst's "Mars, the Bringer of War" played by a dozen 

folk on a variety of brass, woodwind and string instruments, then you 

probably haven't popped into church to hear the group play. It's not all 

heavy duty though, recently we have had fun with the Muppets theme and 

now we have moved on to the lighter side of Christmas music in readiness 

for the pre-carol service reception. We have also been delighted to 

welcome a few more players along this term. Rehearsals continue up until 

the Carol service. The first rehearsal in January takes place on 7th, 10am-

11am in the church. 

Church choir 

Our regular Sunday choir continue to meet, rehearse and sing for services. 

We enjoy rehearsing in a happy, relaxed and good humoured atmosphere. 

We are always keen to welcome new singers, rehearsals take place from 

09.45-10.15am each Sunday morning. 

Looking ahead.... 

We are planning a community music event for the weekend of 10th June 

2017. We hope to involve as many people as possible in this local, fun 

event that our church is supporting. There will be lots going on, with 

opportunities to participate as a player (all levels catered for) or a helper. 

Please note the date! More details to follow in the February issue. 

Annette Butters 
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They came seeking Christ by Martin Boulton 

The feast of the Epiphany is usually blended into Christmas. Only the 

most patient families and churches are able to keep those colourful king 

figures out of the crib scene until 6 January. (In our house one year, we 

had them appear at Christmas, but on the other side of the room, and each 

day moved them a little nearer the stable and the crib.) 

The significance of the Epiphany, though, is too great to be lost in the 

general merriment of Christmas. From the fourth century onwards, it has 

marked the coming of Christ to the Gentiles, in the form of the Magi. The 

Greek root of the word ‘epiphany’ means ‘to show’. This is often 

translated into a Latin-based word, ‘manifestation’, which means literally 

something that strikes the hand, i.e. something you can touch. So, here 

was a God that could be touched by the Magi — non-Jewish wise men 

from the east. As with much in the nativity accounts, we are told 

frustratingly little. 

The wise men are mentioned only in St Matthew’s Gospel. We are not 

told many there were, but Origen (185-254) supposed there were three, 

based on the three gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Tertullian (160-

225) called them ‘almost kings’. The names Gaspar, Melchior, and 

Balthasar, were first mentioned in the sixth century. And that is it. But on 

these bare bones have been hung the thoughts and suggestions of 

generations of theologians. All have been captivated by the mystical 

coming together of the elements that brought the wise men to the new-

born Christ. We can count them off: 

Invitation: the star, whatever the latest theories are about how it appeared, 

was God’s welcome to the magi. Seeking: the magi were looking for signs 

in the heavens, and then came looking for the cause of them. Knowledge: 

the men used their learning and their intellect, so that they knew who 

Jesus was, even before encountering him. Persistence: the magi travelled 

for many miles, and carried on, even when they found no child at Herod’s 

court. Discernment: the magi were astute enough to mistrust Herod, and to 

avoid him on their return journey. And they recognised the holiness of 

Jesus, despite his poor surroundings. 

These are the mechanisms by which the magi came to encounter Christ, to 

touch him with their hands. They are still the means by which people 

encounter Christ today. 
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

BARNARD CASTLE  

Representatives from the churches of Barnard Castle came together on 

15th November for their AGM and Preparation for the 2017 Women’s 

World Day of Prayer.  The Service will take place at 11.00 am on Friday 

3rd March 2017 in the Methodist Church, Horsemarket, Barnard Castle.  

There will be a welcome café in church from 10.30 am with tea, coffee 

and Filipino muffins.  The service has been designed by the Christian 

women of the Philippines and focuses on the bible story of the workers in 

the vineyard: Matthew 20 v 1-16.   As well as a service filled with lively 

music, prayers and stories of typical women’s lives in the islands, the 

resources include activities for young people.  Local schools will be 

invited to use the resources prior to the service and older students invited 

to take part.  The contribution of girls from Barnard Castle School had 

been most welcome in 2016. 

Ruth Willett, Joyce Wood and Iris Hillery reported back on the 

Preparation Days they had attended at Newcastle and Northallerton.  A 

Powerpoint presentation introduced us to the geography, history and 

culture of the Philippines.  A thought-provoking illustration by a 

Philippino artist will provide a focus for reflection in the service which is 

to be led by Anita Macfarlane. 

It was agreed to have a further meeting on Tuesday 17th January at  

7.00 pm at the Methodist Church to finalise plans.  Posters and publicity 

material will be distributed in January. The meeting closed with a prayer 

from “Together in Prayer.”  Notes will be circulated to all present.  The 

rehearsal for the 2017 service will be held at 10 am on Monday 27th 

February at the Methodist Church, Horsemarket, Barnard Castle and all 

are welcome. 

For more information contact: Iris Hillery, Local Administrator 

Women’s World Day of Prayer, Barnard Castle 

Tel: 01833 690860  Mobile: 07919 344845 iris@ajalon.co.uk 

mailto:iris@ajalon.co.uk


  

The Parochial Church Council of the 

Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle 

with Whorlton: registered charity number 

1130279 

CHURCH CONTACTS 

Bellringers:  Helen Scott (690169) 

Electoral Roll Officer:  Doreen Moore (690947) 

First Friday Group:  Lesley Taylor (631716) or 

 Theresa Atkinson (638213) 

Flower Guild:  Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908) 

Friends of St Mary's: Pauline Hanby (630102) 

Junior Church:  Kim Harding (637018) 

Lifts to church:  Keith Miles (637512) 

Magazine Production:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 

Magazine Distribution Jane Goldberg (630896) 

Magazine Advertising: Frances Stenlake (637334) 

Mothers’ Union:  Doreen Moore (690947) 

Parish Hall Association Secretary:  Peter Wise (637904) 

Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding (637018) 

Wednesday Morning Coffee:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 

PLEASE NOTE: The February 

issue of the Pilgrim will be 

available on 27th January.  The last 

date for copy is Sunday 22nd 

January.  Items please to Frances 

Stenlake, 37 The Bank; or 

francesrstenlake@yahoo.co.uk. 

24 

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors 

© These items are 

produced courtesy of 

www.parishpump.co.uk 



 

The Friends of 

Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 

support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 

within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held 

at Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  

GARDEN SERVICES: From general tidy to complete makeover 

 

 

 

 

NURSERY 

WESTWICK ROAD 

BARNARD CASTLE 

(half mile past Bowes Museum) 

Telephone 01833 638639 

Open all week 10.00am - 4.00pm.  

Closed Monday 
Most major Debit and Credit cards accepted. 

 

 

TREES, SHRUBS,PERENNIALS, ALPINES, ROSES, FRUIT 

TREES AND BUSHES.   

CHRISTMAS WREATHS AND DECORATIONS.   

SEASONAL BEDDING PLANTS AND HANGING BASKETS.    

 

Redwell Garage 

 

 

EXHAUSTS • TYRES • 

BATTERIES 

All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 

 

Redwell 

Garage 

Barnard Castle 

 

Tel: 01833 637341 

Fax: 01833 631888 

 

MAUDE’S 
COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS 

Prop: Stephen Maude 

 

FOR ALL YOUR  

TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS: 

TAXIS, MINI COACHES & COACHES 

 

 

 

 
 

REDWELL GARAGE 

BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone 01833 637341 

Fax 01833 631888 

Pirelli Dunlop 



 

 

 

13, Chapel Row,  

Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Co. Durham 

DL12 0SN  

 Back Pain 

 Sciatica 

 Neck Problems 

 Whiplash 

 Trapped Nerves  

01833 641202 
 

Teesdalephysio@gmail.com 

 Joint Problems 

 Muscle + Ligament Injuries 

 Sports Injuries 

 Pilates (1:1 and classes) 

 Ergonomic + Workplace 
Assessments  

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

A complete Funeral Service 

carried out under the 

personal care of  

James and John Blenkiron 

Barnard Castle 01833 695444 
19 Galgate, DL12 8EQ 

Website: www.blenkirons.co.uk 

enquiries@blenkirons.co.uk 

Golden Charter Prepayment Funerals 

 

www.oldschoolplumbing.com 


