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C MICHAEL HANBY  
ACCOUNTANT  

Sole Trader/Partnership/Limited Company Accounts  
Personal/Partnership/Company Tax Returns  
VAT Returns  
PAYE Bureau (inc. RTI) 
Internet filing of all returns / Sage One Partner 
8 Galgate, BARNARD CASTLE, DL12 8BG  
Phone/fax: 01833 638287  
Email: cmhanby@onyxnet.co.uk 

www.cmhanbyaccountant.co.uk 

 

Member of the Association of Accounting Technicians  

 

MINDSIGHT HYPNOTHERAPY 

Claire Oates D. Hyp D. Psy 

Hypnotherapy & Psychotherapy 
Practitioner 

CARING PROFESSIONAL CONFIDENTIAL 

BASED IN BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone:  07789244649 

Email: mindsight7@gmail.com 

www.mindsighthypnotherapy.co. uk 

HELPING YOU TO HELP YOURSELF 

Combat Fears & Phobias 

Deep Relaxation 

Improve Sports Performance 

Increase Confidence & Low Self Esteem 

Insomnia Relief 
Lose Weight 

Reduce Stress & Anxiety 

Stop Smoking 

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

CALL NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 
TO BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION 

The Decor and 
 Carpet Centre 

 

For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 

FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING, 
FABRICS, TILES  

and much, much more. 
 

Now in our 30th year 

 

Allen Jenkins 

87 Montalbo Road, 
 Barnard Castle DL12 8BP 

 

Tel: 01833 690009 

mailto:mindsight7@gmail.com
http://www.mindsighthypnotherapy.co.uk


 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE 

  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Main Service  (for details see monthly calendar page) 
  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families (please check calendar) 
 

WHORLTON 

  9.00 a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays  Holy Communion 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
VICAR: Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage, 

 Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST  (637018) 
 

READERS:   Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng  (637392) 
    David Walker BA (Hons), CPFA (650396) 
READER Emeritus:   David Blakely MA  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
ORGANIST AND: Annette Butters GLCM (Hons), LTCL (TD), LTCL (GMT) 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

CHURCHWARDENS:  David Bailey (641156) 
   Sandra Sumner (690041),  
  John R Moore (07793756129),   
  Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908) 
PCC SECRETARY: David Walker (650396) 
TREASURER: Robert Stenlake (637334) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
PARISH HALL  
CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen Guy (630732) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Barnard-Castle-with-

       Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts please see page 25 
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The Friends of 

Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 
support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 
within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held 
at Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  
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December 2017 

Dear All, 

Leonardo da Vinci’s picture ‘Salvator Mundi’ has just been sold to an 
unknown bidder by Christie’s auction house. The price paid has broken all 
records: $400,000,000 with a rather hearty additional $50,000,000 on top as 
commission to the sellers. Apparently, it is not long since the picture was 
thought to be of very little value at all. In living memory it was bought for 
tens of pounds rather than hundreds of millions. But then its value was 
uncovered. The painting had been ‘overpainted’: someone had rather 
unflatteringly given Christ a beard that had confused the experts. Once this 
had been painstakingly removed the consensus of opinion swung around to 
the belief that the painting was indeed the real thing: the Last Leonardo. 

Christmas is a time when a fair amount of ‘overpainting’ takes place. Down 
the years, the Feast has accrued to itself any number of additions: these are 
harmless in themselves but if given too much attention they divert us from 
Christmas’ central meaning.  Santa, stockings, trees, crackers, stuffing, 
mince pies, holly, lights….what’s not to like? but they’re not the main 
thing. We tell one another that Christmas is ‘for the children’, forgetting 
that this thoroughly grown up story (which includes a shocking pregnancy 
outside wedlock in a traditional culture, Imperial dictat, Royal corruption 
and violence, the murder of children and a family forced into homelessness 
as refugees) speaks of a child who is the ‘Salvator Mundi’ – the Saviour of 
the world. Jesus comes to us all: not just to those of Primary School age. 

We struggle to get beyond the wrapping: favourite carols, familiar words 
and readings. We bathe the picture in the soft glow of candles, losing its 
harsher details in the darkness. And yet the child in the manger struggles to 
escape the gilded wrappings we provide for Him. We must see Him as He 
truly is. The shock of the story is the unveiling of the presence of God with 
us: Here ... in this place … in this child Jesus. Somehow, the simplicity of 
the message still manages to cut through everything else – this story 
continues to speak Truth. This is the real deal, this child Jesus. For He is 
Emmanuel: God with us. For so much of the time we deem him to be of no 
value whatsoever and yet He is a treasure in our midst. In Him the unseen 
God lays Himself bare before us. We see Him full of grace and truth and 
we worship. 

Alec 

 

Firstly, a huge well done goes to the children in Mrs 

Windle’s year 5/6 class who led a French inspired 
Class Collective Worship last Thursday. Everyone 

enjoyed it – and learnt something! - and we were very 

proud of our children as always.  

Before half term our younger children had an enjoyable trip to the 

Witham to see “Little Red Riding Hood”. While they were there 
some also visited the Art Gallery to see the Highlights Exhibition 

entitled “Luminosity” which was based around the theme of light. 

It was Children in Need on 17th November which was ‘spotacular’! 
The children and staff went to lots of effort as usual to dress up 

for the occasion and donate accordingly. Green Lane raised over 

£160 for this very worthy cause which helps to change the lives of 

disadvantaged children living throughout the UK. 

We also sold British Legion poppies through the course of  
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November before Remembrance Sunday. We commemorated this 

with a minute’s silence on Friday 10th November and Mrs Linsley 

and three children laid a wreath at the War Memorial in Barnard 

Castle.  

As a Church of England School, we are very excited that, on 

Monday 27th November, we will be holding a special ‘First 
Communion’ service for children in years 5 and 6 to be admitted to 
communion before confirmation. Reverend Harding came into 

school to talk to the children about this and teach them the 

principles of this special service. We will let you know how this 

goes next time! 

Through our Staindrop sports partnership, it is the turn of Key 

Stage 1 children to participate in specialist hockey training over 

the next few weeks, which will culminate in a competition in 

December. 

We are now gearing up for Christmas! We have our Christmas 

Productions, Church Service and the Christmas Tree Festival to 

work towards and look forward to, and we will update you with all 

of this next time! 

 

 

We would like to wish all our readers and distributors  

Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year 

 

Pilgrim Editorial Team 

It was 125 years ago: on 18th Dec 1892 that Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker 
was performed for the first time, at the Mariinsky Theatre, in St Petersburg, 
Russia. 
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DALESIDERS CHRISTMAS CONCERT  
Whorlton Church welcomes the return of The Dalesiders Folk Band for a 
Christmas Concert on Friday 1 December at 7 for 7.30 p.m.  Last year's 
concert was very well received so we look forward to hearing the fine 
musicians again (accordion, flute, banjo, guitar and violin). 

Come and enjoy our lovely church, recently repaired and with excellent 
acoustics.  We would especially like to welcome visitors who may not have 
ventured down here, we are really quite civilised and maybe can tempt you 
with mulled wine and nibbles!  There will be a retiring collection for church 
funds and expenses 

Christmas starts early in Whorlton this year. Put December 1st in your diary 
now. 

Ann Woodward  
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Music notes 

Wassail! Folk Carols and Christmas Trees  
Sunday 10th December 6.30pm - 7.30 pm 

“Waes hael”, or the more commonly recognised “wassail” comes from the 
Anglo Saxon phrase that means good health. 
We will certainly drink to that as we celebrate the end of the Christmas Tree 
Festival with our Wassail closing event. Throughout the week, guest 
musicians ranging from school choirs to folk groups will select their own 
choice of music to create a magical atmosphere for visitors, but the theme for 
the Sunday evening is “folk”. Folk music and folk carols - melodies and 
words that have been handed down throughout the generations from the early 
19th century largely due to the hard line the church took on the choice of 
music allowed to be sung inside its walls! Often heard in pubs and on village 
greens, these carols are largely specific to geographical areas. Probably the 
most well known of these collections is the Sheffield carols. So we have 
selected a few for a gathering which will be led by “Teesdale Folk” and 
“Grace Notes”. Some have well known titles such as “While Shepherds 
Watched”, (familiar words indeed, but we will sing it to a less familiar but 
rousing tune) and the “Holly and the Ivy”. Add to the mix a Gloucestershire 
wassail carol and the 15th century “Boar’s Head” carol you will have little 
choice other than to “rejoice and be merry”! 
 

Barnard Castle Carols 

Thursday 21st December 6.00 pm for 7.00 pm 

Most of us love to sing traditional carols, and this year we will have plenty of 
opportunity to sing out. The community band will fill the church with music 
in the Christmas spirit for a reception before the service; they will also play 
alongside the organ for the congregational singing. We hope to raise the roof 
with so many voices and instruments! In contrast, our community choir will 
start the service off with an atmospheric opener. A Christmas spiritual 
quoting “Rise Up, Shepherd and Follow” comes next which makes us want to 
“run and see the baby”. The excitement of this contrasts with a beautiful 
Christmas Gloria which is enhanced with a delicate flute line. The Spanish 
feel reminds us that Christians everywhere are celebrating the birth of Christ. 
Finally, the African Noel is joyous, rhythmic and brings together singers and 
band percussionists in one happy celebration.  

Annette Butters 
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Christmas Foodbank  

There is a lovely, warm letter of thanks from The Well in West Auckland 
by the Foodbank donation tub at the back of church, if you have the 
chance please do take time to read it. The volunteers at The Well are 
always very appreciative of our donations which help to keep their 
shelves stocked with supplies, ready to help those in need. As the festive 
season approaches demand may well increase so if you can put 
something extra in your shopping basket to donate, brilliant! If possible, 
please donate any Christmas goodies in time to be taken over in mid-

December. The Well closes for a time over Christmas (provision is made 
for emergency supplies to be available) but, as you might imagine, the 
New Year can prove to be a difficult time for many families and they will 
continue to need your support in 2018. Thank you again to everyone who 
has donated this year; your gifts are priceless.  

News from the Belfry 

 

1250 Yorkshire Surprise Major 

 in 45 min (17–0–0 in F) 
1 Caroline Piercy (Barnard Castle) 
2 Helen L Scott (Barnard Castle) 
3 Barbara Busby (Hartlepool) 
4 Kate Millar (Darlington) 
5 Susan E Welch (Richmond) 
6 Jack Hanlon (Hartlepool) 
7 John R Welch (Richmond) 
8 Darren R Moore (C) (Barnard Castle) 

On the afternoon of Tuesday, 24 October the bells of St Mary’s Church, 
Barnard Castle were rung as part of “Ringing to Remember” - the Durham 
and Newcastle Association of Church Bell Ringers First World War ringing 
commemoration. On this day one hundred years ago, Private Stanley Willis 
Wilkinson, a bell ringer from this tower was killed in action. We rang to 
celebrate his life and the ultimate sacrifice he made. 

Stanley Wilkinson; we have remembered you. 
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Please support the Advent lunch-
es on Fridays in the Parish Hall.  
All proceeds to Christian Aid. 
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Calendar December 2017 

Friday 1st
 12.00 pm 

  

5.00 pm 

7.00 pm 

CTIBC Advent Lunch for Christian Aid in the 
Parish Hall 
St Mary’s Singers meets at Barnard Castle 

Dalesiders’ concert at Whorlton see p8 

Saturday 2nd
 10.00 am 

  

St Mary’s Community Music Group meets at 
Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 3rd
 

Advent Sunday 

8.00 am 

10.30 am 

  

4.00 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion and Junior Church at 
Barnard Castle 

Christingle Service at Barnard Castle 

Monday 4th
 1.30 pm Mothers Union Christmas service and lunch 

    Wednesday 6th
 10.00 am Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

    Thursday 7th
 2.00 pm Service at Charles Dickens Lodge 

    Friday 8th
 12.00 pm 

  

5.00 pm 

CTIBC Advent Lunch for Christian Aid in the 
Parish Hall 
St Mary’s Singers meets at Barnard Castle 

Saturday 9th
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group 

SUNDAY 10th
 

Second Sunday of 
Advent 

8.00 am 

9.00 am 

10.30 am 

  

6.30 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion at Whorlton 

Holy Communion with Baptism of Zoe Gill 
and Junior Church at Barnard Castle 

Wassail see p15 

Monday 11th
 10.00 am Service at Abbeyfield Care Home 

Tuesday 12th
 2.00 pm Service at Beaconsfield Care Home 

Wednesday 13th
 10.00 am 

6.45 pm 

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Dinner Group meets at The Red Well 
Thursday 14th

 5.00 pm St Mary’s Singers meets at Barnard Castle 

Friday 15th
 12.00 pm 

  

1.45 pm 

2.00 pm 

6.00 pm 

evening 

CTIBC Advent Lunch for Christian Aid in the 
Parish Hall 
Montalbo School Carol Service 

Service at The Manor House Care Home 

3Fs meet at the Methodist Church 

Teesdale School Carol Concert at Barnard 
Castle 

Saturday 16th
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group meets at 

Barnard Castle 
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SMUFFIES (St Mary’s Under-5s group) 

Meets Tuesdays in term-time   

Restarts on 9th January after the Christmas Party 
on 19th December 

1pm - 3pm in the Parish Hall      All welcome 
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SUNDAY 17th
 

Third Sunday of 
Advent 

8.00 am 

10.30 am 

  

4.00 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion and Junior Church at 
Barnard Castle 

Whorlton Carol service 

Monday 18th
 2.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Richardson Hospital Carol Service 

PCC Social 
Tuesday 19th

   

10.00 am 

Green Lane School Carol services in church 

Service at Kings Court Care Home 

Wednesday 20th
 10.00 am 

5.00 pm 

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

St Mary’s Singers meets at Barnard Castle 

Thursday 21st
 6 pm for 7 Barnard Castle Carol Service 

Friday 22nd
 12.00 pm CTIBC Advent Lunch for Christian Aid in 

the Parish Hall 
SUNDAY 24th

 

Christmas Eve 

8.00 am 

10.30 am 

 

4.00 pm 

9.30 pm 

11.30 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Advent Service of the Word at Barnard 
Castle 

Crib Service at Barnard Castle 

Bethlehem Midnight Service at Whorlton 

First Communion of Christmas at Barnard 
Castle 

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

8.00 am 

10.30 am 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Wednesday 27th
 10.00 am Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 31st
 

Sunday after 
Christmas 

8.00 am 

10.30 am 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

It was 20 years ago:  on 11th Dec 1997 that the Kyoto Protocol, aimed at 
reducing greenhouse gas and combating global warming, was adopted at a 
conference in Japan.  (Over 190 countries have signed the agreement, which 
came into effect in Feb 2005.  Canada withdrew in Dec 2012.)  



 

Calendar January 2018 

3F's  
(Friday Friendly Followers) is a youth group for children aged 8+ held in 
the upper room of the Methodist Church.  It meets once a month from 
6pm - 8pm for food, fun, fellowship, games, chat, puzzles etc.  All 
welcome. 

For more information contact Iain Brown on 07747 868975 

Wednesday 3rd
 10.00 am Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Thursday 4th
 2.00 pm Service at Charles Dickens Lodge 

Friday 5th
 5.00 pm St Mary’s Singers meets at Barnard Castle 

Saturday 6th
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group at 

Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 7th
 

Baptism of Christ 
8.00 am 

10.30 am 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion with Baptism of Corinne 
Drew at Barnard Castle 

Wednesday 10th
 10.00 am 

7.30 pm 

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Bible Study on “Esther” at the Vicarage 

Friday 12th
 5.00 pm St Mary’s Singers meets at Barnard Castle 

Saturday 13th
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group at 

Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 14th
 

Second Sunday of 
Epiphany 

8.00 am 

9.00 am 

10.30 am 

 

12.30 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion at Whorlton 

Holy Communion and Junior Church at 
Barnard Castle 

Baptism of Louie Thompson 

Wednesday 17th
 10.00 am 

2.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Service at Beaconsfield Court Care Home 

Bible Study on “Esther” at the Vicarage 

Thursday 18th
 7.00 pm CTIBC Joint service at the Parish Church 

Friday 19th
 5.00 pm 

6.00 pm 

St Mary’s Singers meets at Barnard Castle 

3F’s meet at the Methodist Church 
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It was 60 years ago:  on 25th Dec 1957 that Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas 
Message was televised for the first time.   
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Saturday 20th
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group at 

Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 21st
 

Third Sunday of 
Epiphany 

8.00 am 

10.30 am 

 

4.00 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion and Junior Church at 
Barnard Castle 

Four O’Clock Service 

Monday 22nd
 9.45am 

7.30 pm 

‘Pilgrim’ editorial meeting 

PCC meets in the Vestry 

Wednesday 24th
 10.00 am 

7.30 pm 

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Bible Study on “Esther” at the Vicarage 

Thursday 25th
 2.00 pm WWDP Planning meeting at the Methodist 

Church see p24 

Friday 26th
 2.00 pm 

5.00 pm 

Service at The Manor House 

St Mary’s Singers meets at Barnard Castle 

Saturday 27th
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group at 

Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 28th
 

Presentation of 
Christ 

8.00 am 

9.00 am 

10.30 am 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion at Whorlton 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Monday 29th
 10.00 am Service at Abbeyfield, Galgate 

Tuesday 30th
 10.00 am Service at Kings Court Care Home 

Wednesday 31st
 7.30 pm Bible Study on “Esther” at the Vicarage 

Wednesday Coffee Winter Opening 

Wednesday coffee will continue to run during 
December and January (except 26 December 

and 3 January) but will be opening at 10.00 am 
rather than 9.30 am (weather permitting)  

Join us upstairs in the Parish Hall for a coffee, a scone and a chat! 

It was 100 years ago:  on 9th Dec 1917 that during the Battle of Jerusalem, the 
Ottoman Empire surrendered the city to the British.  On 11th Dec, the British 
General Edmund Allenby entered the city on foot (rather than horseback or 
vehicle) as a mark of respect, becoming the first Christian to control the city in 
500 years. 
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From the registers 

Baptism: 
November 19th

 Roman Everitt 

 

Regard yourself as dead to sin and alive to God 

 

Weddings: 

October 21st
  Daniel Berry & Rebecca Slater 

November 17th
  Christopher Dobinson & Rachael Herbert 

 

All that I am I give to you and all that I have I share with you 

 

Funerals:  

Service and committal at Wear Valley Crematorium 

October 30th
  Sydney Carter (96), 45 Birch Road 

 

Service in church followed by interment 

November 6th
 Mary Sutcliffe (79), 16 Woodside 

 

Service and committal at Darlington Crematorium 

November 13th
 Norah Heslop (94) The Manor House Care Home 

 

Jesus said ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.  

Trust in God and trust in me.’ 
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The labyrinth ten years on. 
Almost ten years ago the church laid a labyrinth in the south transept. Since 
dry rot was discovered in the old organ chamber (now St. Margaret’s Chapel) 
back in the 1950’s, the transept had been home to the old pipe organ. Once 
the decision was made to site a new digital organ at the west end of the 
church the space was opened up to reveal the windows that had been totally 
obscured by the organ pipes. It also provided an area clear of pews that could 
be used more flexibly in liturgy or for meetings. But the space needed a new 
floor. 

The idea for the labyrinth was sparked by a single paragraph in Bishop John 
Pritchard’s book ‘How to pray’. There, the Bishop mentioned the use of a 
labyrinth walk in prayer that had seen a resurgence through copies of the 
Charters labyrinth printed on sail cloth touring English Cathedrals in the 
Millennium. These walks had, in turn, grown in popularity across in the 
United States through the energetic promotion of labyrinth walks by Grace 
Cathedral in San Francisco.  

The Chartres labyrinth (and that at Grace Cathedral) is circular. Our labyrinth 
is based on an octagonal version in Amiens Cathedral (Northern France), 
making it easier to construct and also offering a liturgical balance to the 
octagonal font in the North Transept. Ever since installing the labyrinth we 
have made a comments book available for visitors. It is clear that many 
people find the labyrinth walk helpful. Here are some recent comments: 

Grounding me and bringing me closer to God 

So calming – helps the mind, body and soul on the journey. Thankyou. 

A beautiful experience 

The centre of the labyrinth is unmoving like you O Lord whilst we ebb 
and flow around you. Fix us always on your unmoving centering in our 
lives.  

What an amazing, peaceful, prayerful place. Thank you for allowing us 
to share in it. The labyrinth is beautiful and a wise, loving path to 
follow. 

What an amazing peaceful space this church is. The labyrinth is a 
delightful surprise. I feel calmer. 
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When? Wednesdays, 10th - 31stst January  
Where? The Vicarage, 7.30pm – 9.00pm 

We will be studying the Little Known (Little Understood) Book of 
Prophecy that Reveals God’s Magnificent Plan of Salvation through 
the Person and Work of Jesus Christ without mentioning the Name 
of God: the book of ESTHER. Because this book has both an earthly 
(historical) and a Heavenly (spiritual) meaning, it is an historical 
“parable.”  

We will not be looking so much at the historical story as at the book’s 
meaning for us in today’s chaotic world. Come and be challenged, 
informed and stretched as we intend to have hands on participation in 
exploring together. 

Reminder 

Subscriptions for the Pilgrim are due in February.  The price remains 
unchanged at £5 for the year or 50p per individual copy.  Please have the 
money ready for your distributor.  If you don’t currently subscribe but would 
like to please contact Helen Scott (690169) 

It was 250 years ago: on 22nd Dec 1767 that John Newbery, the British publisher, 
died. He was one of the first to publish children’s books, and the first to do so 
profitably and sustainably.  Known as the ‘Father of Children’s Literature’, the 
Newbery Medal for children’s literature is awarded annually in his honour.  
Think how much poorer your childhood would have been, with your favourite 
stories!  
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What’s up? A glance at the world of church outside Barnard Castle 

This is the first of an occasional series of short articles bringing you news of 
what is happening in the church outside our own doors. Why? Well, first of 
all because we all need to stay connected and second, there’s an awful lot 
going on. 

I would aim to focus on a couple of items per month, but this month being the 
first I need to catch up with a major concern of the church at the moment. Sex 
and gender seem to dominate the Church of England’s current agenda, and 
with good reason.  It’s important because it will define who we are as a 
church for future generations and change will have ramifications at all levels. 

So, what’s the latest?  

The Diocese of Hereford has proposed a motion for General Synod to allow 
the use of liturgy, an ‘order of prayer and dedication’, for same sex couples 
who have entered into a civil marriage or partnership. Many priests and 
congregations feel that this would be a genuine move towards the ‘radical 
Christian inclusion’ the House of Bishops offered the LGBTQI community 
earlier this year. The Business Committee of the General Synod will decide if 
and when this is to be debated but it is likely to be ‘parked’, or set to one side, 
for the moment.  

Conservative Evangelical and Anglo Catholic traditionalists have both 
reacted to this. The so-called ‘Southwark declaration’ has been nailed, 
‘Luther style’, to the doors of cathedrals, including Canterbury and St Pauls. 
This accuses the church of encouraging lifestyles that are ‘not biblical’, of 
‘redefining sin’ and of failing to offer ’the good news of eternal salvation’. 
Forward in Faith, the Anglo Catholic organisation, has issued a statement 
upholding the belief in marriage as being between one man and one woman. 

This appears to have sparked the next serious skirmish in the battle to have 
same sex marriage validated by the Church of England (as it has been, 
incidentally, by our near neighbours the Episcopal Church of Scotland).  

We don’t know where this will end. We can only pray for a good Christian 
outcome to this and for our disagreements to be resolved gracefully. 

David Walker 
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Meditation for Epiphany 

Kings 

It seemed such a long way to Bethlehem. 

Herod was strangely angry when we told him about the baby.   
We  left quickly and continued on our journey. 

The star lead us to a small room behind an inn. 
Opening the door - it seemed we weren’t the first visitors, we left 
behind the busyness of the town and stepped into such peace. 

Inside, Mary and Joseph were gazing at the baby. 
Each one of us had brought our own gift for the child. 

Joseph took these and placed them close to Jesus. 
It was as if He knew what they were. 

We also just watched Him. 
He looked so ordinary, but here we were -  
Kings worshipping the King. 

We left and made our way through the bustling streets, our hearts 
strangely warmed. 
We had given our gifts to Jesus, but He had also given something of 
Himself to us to take to the whole world. 

 

Beverley Pilcher 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the 
Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle 
with Whorlton: registered charity number 
1130279 

 

Tel: 833 38  day or night 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR 

CHAPEL OF REST 

FLORAL 
TRIBUTES 

CATERING 
ARRANGED 

PLEASE NOTE: The February  
issue of the Pilgrim will be 
available on 26th January.  The 
last date for copy is Sunday 21st 
January. Items please to Frances 
Stenlake, 37 The Bank; or 
francesrstenlake@yahoo.co.uk. 

Women’s World Day of Prayer: Friday 2nd March 2018 

All God’s Creation is Very Good!  
 

Preparation for the 2018 service is under way! 
 

This is not simply a day of prayer for women, but for everyone who cares 
about our world and those who live in it.  Anyone who is interested in 
helping to prepare the service, or who is involved in environmental or 
recycling projects in the Barnard Castle area is invited to a meeting on 
Thursday 25th January at 2.00 pm at the Methodist Church, Scar Top.  In 
order to support the theme of the service we would like to display 
information about local environmental activities  in the Parish Hall during the 
Day of Prayer.  Please contact the local administrator, Iris Hillery on 07919 
344845 or iris@ajalon.co.uk if you would like to supply information about 
your activities or projects. 

Why Bethlehem? 

A minister asked his Bible class: ‘Why was Jesus born in Bethlehem?’ 
A student replied, ‘Because his mother was there.’ 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Bellringers:  Helen Scott (690169) 
Electoral Roll Officer:  Doreen Moore (690947) 
First Friday Group:  Lesley Taylor (631716) or 
 Theresa Atkinson (638213) 
Flower Guild:  Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908) 
Friends of St Mary's: Pauline Hanby (630102) 
Junior Church:  Kim Harding (637018) 
Lifts to church:  Keith Miles (637512) 
Magazine Production:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 
Magazine Distribution Helen Scott (690169) 
Magazine Advertising: Frances Stenlake (637334) 
Mothers’ Union:  Sandra Sumner (690041) 
Parish Hall Association Secretary:  Peter Wise (637904) 
Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding (637018) 
Wednesday Morning Coffee:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 

GARDEN SERVICES: From general tidy to complete makeover 

 

 

 

 

NURSERY 

WESTWICK ROAD 

BARNARD CASTLE 

(half mile past Bowes Museum) 
Telephone 01833 638639 

Open all week 10.00am - 4.00pm.  
Closed Monday 

Most major Debit and Credit cards accepted. 

 

 

TREES, SHRUBS,PERENNIALS, ALPINES, ROSES, FRUIT 
TREES AND BUSHES.   
CHRISTMAS WREATHS AND DECORATIONS.   
SEASONAL BEDDING PLANTS AND HANGING BASKETS.    

 

Redwell Garage 

 

 

EXHAUSTS • TYRES • 
BATTERIES 

All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 

 

Redwell 
Garage 

Barnard Castle 

 

Tel: 01833 637341 

Fax: 01833 631888 

 

MAUDE’S 
COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS 

Prop: Stephen Maude 

 

FOR ALL YOUR  
TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS: 

TAXIS, MINI COACHES & COACHES 

 

 

 

 

 

REDWELL GARAGE 

BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone 01833 637341 

Fax 01833 631888 

Pirelli Dunlop 



 

 

 

13, Chapel Row,  
Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Co. Durham 

DL12 0SN  

 Back Pain 

 Sciatica 

 Neck Problems 

 Whiplash 

 Trapped Nerves  

01833 641202 
 

Teesdalephysio@gmail.com 

 Joint Problems 

 Muscle + Ligament Injuries 

 Sports Injuries 

 Pilates (1:1 and classes) 
 Ergonomic + Workplace 

Assessments  

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

A complete Funeral Service 
carried out under the 

personal care of  
James and John Blenkiron 

Barnard Castle 01833 695444 

19 Galgate, DL12 8EQ 

Website: www.blenkirons.co.uk 

enquiries@blenkirons.co.uk 

Golden Charter Prepayment Funerals 

 


