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C MICHAEL HANBY  

ACCOUNTANT  

Sole Trader/Partnership/Limited Company Accounts  

Personal/Partnership/Company Tax Returns  

VAT Returns  

PAYE Bureau (inc. RTI) 

Internet filing of all returns / Sage One Partner 

8 Galgate, BARNARD CASTLE, DL12 8BG  
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Email: cmhanby@onyxnet.co.uk 

www.cmhanbyaccountant.co.uk 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE 

  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Main Service  (for details see monthly calendar page) 

  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families (please check calendar) 

  4.00 p.m.  (1st Sunday)  Evening Prayer 

 

WHORLTON 

  9.00 a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays  Holy Communion 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

VICAR: Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage, 

 Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST  (637018) 
 

READERS:   Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng  (637392) 

    David Walker BA (Hons), CPFA (650396) 

READER Emeritus:   David Blakely MA  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

ORGANIST AND: Annette Butters GLCM (Hons), LTCL (TD), LTCL (GMT) 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

CHURCHWARDENS: John Emerson *(630429),  David Bailey (641156) 

   Sandra Sumner (690041),  

  John R Moore (07793756129),   

  * with responsibility for Whorlton 

PCC SECRETARY: David Walker (650396) 

TREASURER: Robert Stenlake (637334) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

PARISH HALL  

CARETAKER AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen Guy (630732) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Barnard-Castle-with-

       Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts please see page 24 
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The Decor and 
 Carpet Centre 

 

For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 

FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING, 

FABRICS, TILES  

and much, much more. 
 

Now in our 28th year 
 

Allen Jenkins 

87 Montalbo Road, 

 Barnard Castle DL12 8BP 
 

Tel: 01833 690009 

 

Tel: 01833 638655 day or night 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR 

CHAPEL OF REST 

FLORAL 
TRIBUTES 

CATERING 

ARRANGED 

COMPLETE GARDENS  

AND 

 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 
 

  TURFING 

  COMPLETE LAWN CARE 

  LOW MAINTENANCE GARDENS 

  PRUNING AND PLANTING 

  HEDGE CUTTING 

  TIDY UPS 

 GARDEN PLANNING AND ADVICE 

 FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Quality workmanship  
by a trained horticulturalist 

 

Simon Copeland 
Tel: 01833 631413 

Mob: 07796 603056 

MindSight Hypnotherapy 
Caring     Professional   Confidential 

Claire Oates, D.Hyp ILM 
Hypnotherapy Practitioner 

Telephone: 07789244649         Email:  mindsight7@gmail.com 
 
            Mindsight Hypnotherapy   
 

Hypnotherapy can help with: 
 

 Allergies 

 Anxiety/Panic Attacks  

 Chronic Pain Management 

 Claustrophobia 

 Confidence/Self Esteem 

 Depression 

 Driving Test Nerves 

 Exams 

 Fears & Phobias  

 Fertility 

 Gambling Addiction 

 Habits 

 IBS 

 Insomnia 

 Migraines 

 Nail Biting  

 Public Speaking  

 Recurrent Nightmares 

 Shyness & Blushing 

 Smoking Cessation 

 Some Skin Disorders 

 Sports Performance 

 Stress Management 

 Weight Reduction 

 
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION NOW ON 

07789244649 
 

YOUR CONFIDENTIALITY IS ASSURED 
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November 2016 

Dear All 

In a debate in Parliament the Foreign Secretary, Boris Johnson, suggested that 

it would be a good idea if people demonstrated against the bombing of the 

Syrian city of Aleppo outside the Russian embassy. His suggestion was 

swotted away by the Russians and ignored by all except one man who 

answered the call and stood with a placard outside the embassy the next day. 

Boris’ remarks were made in the context of a debate about the war in Syria in 

which MP after MP made speeches about the horrors of the war and the need 

for something to be done … only for there to be no agreement as to what this 

should be. As the spokesperson for the ‘Stop the war’ campaign said on the 

radio the next day – ‘the war is in Syria, Mr Putin is in Russia, a 

demonstration in London cuts no ice’. More than this, the suggestion that 

increasing the tension between the west and Russia will somehow help the 

Syrians was, he felt, misguided. You don’t stop the war by starting a new one. 

It must have been incredibly frustrating to be an MP in that debate. Most of 

our MPs are by definition people who like to get things done. They are used 

to pulling the levers of power to affect change but there are some things 

where they are as powerless as the rest of us, where there is very limited room 

for manoeuvre. 

None of us choose ‘powerlessness’ willingly and yet, across the world, in one 

community after another a sense of powerlessness is the experience of 

increasing numbers of people who feel that their choices are limited. They are 

‘done unto’ by forces they cannot control (Big Business, The Market, Global 

warming, warfare and the like). The Old Testament story of the Exodus tells 

us that God hears the cry of these people and comes down to save them. The 

New Testament story of Jesus shows that He does this by suffering with 

them. 

The Gospel offers no ‘white knight’ coming to the rescue but a man who 

allowed himself to be handed over to take the sin of the world on his 

shoulders and to redeem it.  

The people of Aleppo (and so many other places) are undergoing their 

passion now. Whilst it is incumbent upon us to do what we can the least we 

can do is to pray that the crucified Christ will be present with his people ... in 

the acts of heroism shown by the white helmets, the comfort of a father to his 

child, the strivings of the aid agencies, the work of the medical folk. God is 

present amidst the rubble of our lives. Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, 

Lord have mercy. 

Alec 
 6 

MUSIC NOTES 

On Sunday 16th there was much excitement as our "cast" 

for Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat 

assembled for their final rehearsal prior to the 4pm 

service. The children from Green Lane school were joined by the "St Mary's 

singers" and at 2.30pm on the day of the performance, the whole singing 

ensemble came together for the first time. The atmosphere in the church was 

buzzy, filled with a sense of purpose. With about 180 people in the building, 

the service felt very special. Our ensemble of singers (aged from about 4 

years onwards) made a splendid job of rising to the occasion and the result 

was enjoyed by all. Our thanks to those folk that came along to sing or to 

support in any way.  

We hope that we can welcome the children from Green Lane school into 

church for future musical projects starting with the 4pm Christingle service 

on Sunday 4th December. More details will follow. 

Sing choirs of Angels 

Building on the success of our (almost) scratch choir (the unofficially named 

St Mary's singers), all ages and voices are invited to form a special Carol 

Service choir. Rehearsals start on Friday 4th November, 5pm-6pm* in the 

vestry. We will be singing a mix of traditional and contemporary music, so 

lots to look forward to. If you would like to join us but are not able to commit 

to every rehearsal, that's fine, please still come along when you can. The 

service takes place in the church on Tuesday 20th at 7.00pm. Pre-service 

music and refreshments start at 6.15pm.  
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*Please note change of time from previously advertised. 

Coffee & Music 

We had a lovely morning of coffee & music on 15th October. There was 

"real" coffee being served (thanks to Clare and the team) and delicious 

pastries as the community music group rehearsed everything from the Jeeves 

and Wooster theme tune to Mars, the bringer of War. The atmosphere was 

relaxed and enjoyable, just as a Saturday morning should be! If you couldn't 

come along this time, we hope you can pop in on the next date which is 12th 

November. Please help us to spread the word. This will enable us to build on 

this promising start. 

And finally.... 

The best things about "Joseph" apart from the music and of course the 

message? People getting along, sharing the occasion, seeing new faces, 

connections being made. Please help us to develop and share our music. If 

you know of anyone who may like to help out or join in, please tell them 

about us. 

Annette Butters 
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We were pleased to welcome Alec to lead our Communion Service 

at the beginning of our meeting in October and also to welcome Jean 

Carlton, the Diocesan President of the Mothers’ Union, to be with 

us. 

After Sue had read the Minutes of the previous meeting, we discovered that 

we had no birthdays or celebrations to record for the month.  Doreen then 

explained that the M.U. now has a group of friends (both ladies and 

gentlemen) who wish to support the work of the Mothers’ Union but are not 

able to commit to a regular meeting.  It is known as the Atlas Support Group 

and their small annual subscription supports the work undertaken both at 

home and overseas.  We are very pleased to welcome two “Atlas” members 

who also support our own Branch here in Barnard Castle. 

Jean then spoke to us of the work done throughout history by amazing 

women.  She quoted women like Joan of Arc who was burned at the stake, 

Eleanor of Aquitaine, Boadicea, Mother Teresa, Mary Anderson (who 

invented the windscreen wiper), Mary the Mother of Christ and other ladies 

who were prepared to give their life for the benefit of others.  Finally, she 

quoted Mary Sumner who saw a need in society and was prepared to help.  

Mary Sumner was the wife of a priest in the Diocese of Winchester and she 

saw that there were many young mothers who were in need of help and 

instruction with the bringing up of a family and from a small beginning in her 

own home came forth a world-wide organisation which still carries on her 

ideals of helping those in need in many different ways.  

Jean stressed that we may see ourselves as carrying out small deeds but much 

unseen work is done “behind the scenes”.  She quoted just a few examples of 

projects which are undertaken, i.e. supporting the “Away from It All” scheme 

allowing families or individuals to have a break which they would otherwise 

not be able to have.  Emergency Bags for unexpected hospital admittances, 

Prison visiting and/or supplying toys or cards which can be sent to families at 

Christmas time and especially on Mothering Sunday.  Jean reminded us also 

of the work that is attempted within the diocese on behalf of the Mission to 

Seamen by supplying thick warm socks etc. However, another very important 

matter in which we can help is the provision of note-paper and envelopes.  

Many of these seamen only return home once or twice a year, and cannot 

always speak English or are never able to leave the ship. Therefore, they are 

unable to communicate with their families.  Writing materials, the Mission 

has told us, have proved to be a very valuable asset. 

Jean gave us a most stimulating and thoughtful talk in her usual cheerful  
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manner.  We shall miss her enthusiasm and vitality when her term of office 

comes to an end in the near future. 

Our next meeting will take place on Monday 7th of November at 1.30p.m. 

when our speaker will be a return visit of Mr Eric Barnes, a local historian, 

when you are most welcome to join us. 

Doreen Moore 

St Mary’s Barnard Castle Roof Project - completed 

We are very pleased that the major roof and drainage works carried out this 

summer have been successfully completed to budget and almost on schedule. 

The main task was the complete replacement of the tower roof.   The new 

roof inside the parapets is higher than the old one to make room for a steeper 

gradient to the rainwater channel.  This should give better drainage and, with 

the new roof, eliminate leaks through the tower roof.  This work was done 

during a period of unusually good weather, with the workmen becoming very 

tanned! 

Minor repairs were also made to other parts of the church roof, mainly above 

the vestry and the old north door. 

We were fortunate to receive a £46,100 grant from the Government’s roof 

repair fund for urgent works on listed places of worship.  The aim of this 

special funding was to enable churches such as ours to be made weatherproof.  

The church has been susceptible to flooding from the French drainage 

channel which runs along the side of the church from the vestry towards the 

main door.  Although it was called a roof repair grant scheme, the scope of 

the funding included drainage works.  This enabled us to have our drainage 

system surveyed, with underground pipes being unblocked and repairs to 

broken underground pipes then made in three places.  We have also had some 

low level repointing and a secondary drain installed in the French drain near 

the vestry door.  We hope that these works will prevent a repetition of the 

water ingress which triggered dry rot a few years ago. 

With this project completed, we are now starting to look at the next external 

project … the west end wall of the nave has serious cracks at window level, 

allowing damp through the wall.  The damage this is causing can be seen 

behind the organ.  Watch this space. 

Robert Stenlake 
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Time is flying through the autumn term; here is what has 
been happening at Green Lane! 

Huge congratulations go to Mr Lees’ Year 6 class and 
Miss Thompson’s Year 4/5 class who have performed 
Class Collective Worships this term with great 

enthusiasm. We were extremely proud of all our children as always. 

Our Year 1 and 2 children have recently enjoyed a visit to see the 
diggers courtesy of Bentley’s, the contractors who are putting in the 
new water main for Northumbrian Water at the end of Green Lane. 
The children wore hard hats and high vis jackets, and went over to 
see what was happening. They were also able to ‘drive’ one of the 
diggers if they wanted to! 

Members of our school choir joined the October Four o’clock service 
at St. Mary’s Parish Church to sing Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat alongside members of St. Mary’s Parish 
Church. The school choir have learnt the songs from the ‘Dreamcoat’ 
with Mrs McDonald and Mrs Butters. 

On Tuesday, the whole school attended St Mary’s Church for our 
harvest service. It was wonderful as always and a huge thank you goes 
to Revd Harding.  Following on from last term’s Make a Difference’ 
Challenge to help the homeless, we once again supported Durham 
FoodBank for our harvest charity. After the service Year 1 and 2 had 
an interesting tour of the church with Revd Harding. 
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WHORLTON 

There is great affection in this village for our lovely church. St Mary's has 

featured in the lives of so many of us. Those as old as me will recall attending 

morning service, Sunday School and evensong. Some children from 

surrounding farms will remember being collected by the vicar Rev Charles 

Porteus in his car ( I think it was a Jowett). The church was well attended , 

two sidesmen were needed to gather the collection, one of whom was my late 

father, Joe Richardson. 

Many of us were baptised, confirmed and married here. Of course some are 

now at rest in the churchyard. It is not surprising, therefore, that local people 

wish to help with the appeal for funds to repair the roof. Several donors have 

given in memory of loved ones. 

The Harvest Service was well attended and much enjoyed, enhanced by the 

music of Annette and the choir. £728 was donated in church with £203.19 

being raised at the Supper for Christian Aid. Food and produce appeared as if 

by magic, John Stanwix and his helpers did a great job auctioning, persuading 

us to part with just that little extra money. I believe one lucky lady received a 

birthday gift of a marrow!! Many thanks are due to all involved. 

Generous donations to the Roof Fund are still being received. The current 

total is over £6,000, a most welcome contribution towards the £17,600 

needed to repair the roof. 

All donations are gratefully received, showing that the church is still well 

regarded in these times of social change. 

Ann Woodward 

Teams of Year 5 children have this week attended a tag rugby 
festival at Teesdale School and a tournament at Staindrop School. 

On Friday this week as part of our Roald Dahl topic we are having a 
very special day when everyone via their Golden Ticket is invited to 
dress up as their favourite Roald Dahl character. As this day 
coincides with “Stand Up to Cancer” the children are asked to 
bring a donation for Cancer Research, for the privilege of dressing 
up, and to support a good cause at the same time. Lillian, our school 
cook, and her team are also making a special lunch that day with a 
Roald Dahl theme. 

It has been a wonderful autumn term so far with hopefully lots more 
exciting events to follow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHY GARDENER ALAN DIGS THE REAL ADVENT CALENDAR 

Alan Titchmarsh has welcomed the launch of the 2016 Real Advent Calendar, 

describing it as 'a great idea'. Each Real Advent Calendar comes with a free 28 

page copy of the Christmas story in the box and 24 Fairtrade chocolates.  Sales 

of the calendar support charitable causes. 

David Marshall, from The Meaningful Chocolate Company which makes the 

calendars, said: "Three years ago we saw survey research which showed that 

knowledge of the Christmas story was fading. Among 5-7 year olds, 36% didn’t 

know whose birthday was celebrated at Christmas. Among adults, less than 

12% knew the full nativity story and 51% said that the birth of Jesus was irrele-

vant to their Christmas. As a result of this survey we launched The Real Advent 

Calendar hoping to help adults and children engage with the Christmas story for 

the full 24 days of Advent.” 

More than half a million Real Advent Calendars have been sold which means 

over a million people have read the Real Advent Calendar Christmas story, 

many for the first time. This year the story is illustrated by award winning artist 

Alida Massari and includes activities and challenges.  

From the charitable donations, the calendar has helped equip a baby clinic in 

Kenya and supported charities such as Traidcraft Exchange and The Children’s 

Society.   

Alan Titchmarsh said: "The Real Advent Calendar is a great idea. Not only does 

it raise money for good causes and is made from Fairtrade Chocolate but is also 

tells the Christmas story." 

The calendar costs £3.99 and there is a sign-up sheet at the back of church if 

you would like to order, or contact Frances Stenlake (01833 637334). 
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Wednesday 2nd
 10.00 am 

  

Weekday Communion Service at Barnard 

Castle 

Thursday 3rd
 2.00 pm Service at Charles Dickens Lodge 

Saturday 5th
 10.00 am St Mary’s Community Music Group meets at 

Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 6th 
3rd Sunday 

before Advent 

8.00 am 
10.30 am 

  
12.30 pm 

4.00 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Holy Communion and Junior Church at 

Barnard Castle 
Baptism of Ruby and Delilah Gray 
Evening Prayer at Barnard Castle 

Monday 7th
 1.30 pm 

7.00 pm 

Mothers’ Union service and meeting 
FunSoc meets in the Vestry 

Tuesday 8th
 7.15 pm Deanery Standing Committee meets at the 

Vicarage 

Wednesday 9th
 10.00 am 

  

Weekday Communion Service at Barnard 

Castle 

Saturday 12th
 10.00 am 

  
  
  

St Mary’s Community Music Group Open 

Rehearsal at Barnard Castle 
Refreshments available 
Diocesan Synod meets in Durham 

SUNDAY 13th 
Remembrance 

Sunday 

8.00 am 
9.00 am 

10.45 am 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Holy Communion at Whorlton 
Act of Remembrance at Barnard Castle 
NB No Junior Church 

Monday 14th
 2.00 pm Whorlton Church Committee meets at Rose 

Cottage 

Tuesday 15th
 7 – 9 pm Womens World Day of Prayer AGM at 

Barnard Castle Methodist Church 

Wednesday 16th
 10.00 am 

  
10.30 am 

2.00pm 

Weekday Communion Service at Barnard 

Castle 
Churchwardens meeting at Barnard Castle 
Service at the Beaconsfield Care Home 

Saturday 19th
 10.00 am 

  
10.00 am - 

noon 

St Mary’s Community Music Group meets at 

Barnard Castle 
Church cleaning at Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 20th 
Feast of Christ 

the King 

8.00 am 
10.30 am 

 
4.00 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Holy Communion and Junior Church at 

Barnard Castle 
The Four o’clock service 
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HELP WANTED - Would you like to join the Pilgrim Editorial 

team?  We meet monthly over a coffee, usually on a Monday 

morning, to review the copy for the magazine.  Help with 

editing would also be welcome.  For more information please 

speak to Frances Stenlake (in church or 637334) or the vicar. 

Wednesday Coffee Morning 

9.30 - 12.00 upstairs in the Parish Hall   

Come for coffee, a scone and a chat! 

SMUFFIES (St Mary’s Under-5s group) 

Meets on Tuesdays in termtime 

1pm - 3pm in the Parish Hall 

All welcome 

Monday 21st
 9.45am 

7.30 pm 

‘Pilgrim’ editorial meeting 
PCC meets in the Vestry 

Wednesday 23rd
 10.00 am 

  

Weekday Communion Service at Barnard 

Castle 

Saturday 26th
 10.00 am 

  
3.00 pm 

St Mary’s Community Music Group meets at 

Barnard Castle 
Susan and Andrew Hill renewal of wedding 

vows at Barnard Castle 

SUNDAY 27th 
Advent Sunday 

8.00 am 
9.00 am 

10.30 am 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 
Holy Communion at Whorlton 
Holy Communion at Barnard Castle: preacher 

the Dean of Durham NB No Junior Church 

Monday 28th
 10.00 am Service at Abbeyfield, Galgate 

Tuesday 29th
 10.00 am 

7.15 pm 

Service at Kings Court Care Home 
Deanery Synod meets at Winston 

Wednesday 30th
 10.00 am 

  
6.45 pm 

Weekday Communion Service at Barnard 

Castle 
Dinner Group meets with Bishop Paul at the 

Red Well 

 

From the registers 

Baptisms: 

September 25th Imogen Elisabeth Shield, Dent Gate Cottage, Marwood.

  

October 16th Ruby Florence Alton, 2 Normandy Road, Plymouth 

 

I have called you by name, you are mine 

 

 

Funerals:  

Service and committal at Darlington Crematorium 

September 28th  Sheila Patricia Barkes (96), The Manor House Care 

Home (formerly of Thorpe Grange) 

 

Service in church followed by interment  

October 7th Darras Ridley Kelly (72), 34 Churchill Road 

 

Service in church followed by committal at Wear Valley Crematorium 

October 12th  Lesley Allison (53), 46 Coronation Gardens, Staindrop 

 

Service at Wear Valley Crematorium followed by Thanksgiving service 

at St. Lawrence Church, Warkworth 

October 21st Fay Maud Charlton (84), Upper Westside House, 

15 Raby Avenue 

The merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever and ever 

16 
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Food Bank Update 

Generous donations of all sorts of produce for the Food Bank continue to fill 

up the tubs and boxes placed at the back of church. From here the tins and 

packets are transferred to and stored in the vestry and then transported to The 

Well in West Auckland. The volunteers at The Well are always very 

welcoming and delighted to receive our contributions. They weigh and record 

each delivery they receive from us and we continue to be up there as one of 

their biggest and most regular contributors. Our donations help them to 

continue their work to support individuals and families in great need. I am 

always amazed by their organisation and ability to cope with whatever is 

brought in – on one occasion, they had been given a pallet load of Mexican 

chilli pasta sauce –  that’s a lot of jars of sauce! Luckily when they have a 

glut of anything they use what they can and send the surplus to the Durham 

FoodBank distribution centre in Chester le Street. Recently they received 

some lamb from a local farmer and had to find room in their freezers to 

accommodate all sorts of joints of meat and they have also had fresh produce 

from a bumper harvest at the allotments. Need varies from week to week, 

sometimes they are feeding single people or couples and at other times it 

might be several families of five or six people. What is truly fantastic is they 

are always able to help because of  your regular, plentiful contributions. 

Thank you. Please keep on doing what you are doing, it’s great. 

Clare Trevett 

Offer your hand for international friendship! Welcome an adult inter-

national student into your home for a day, weekend, or 4 days at Christ-

mas, and do your bit to make the world a little friendlier. Many adult in-

ternational students from across the world would love to spend a few days 

with you, learning about British culture, experiencing UK home-life, and 

telling you about their own country. A Christmas invitation is particularly 

valuable to students facing a holiday on an empty university campus. 

Japanese student, Mamiko Moda, wrote “Thanks to my hosts and their 

kindness, I could spend a nice Christmas here instead of staying at home 

alone. I am grateful to you all.” 

Hosting is a voluntary position suitable for all ages and is also available 

throughout the year with HOST, a charity set up in 1987. To find out more 

or be put in touch with your local organiser, please 

visit www.hostuk.org, or call 020 7739 6292. 
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Citizens Advice County Durham 

Adviceline: 03444 111 444;  

Debt Advice Line: 0300 323 2000 

Opening hours 

Monday 10 am to 4 pm 

Wednesday 10 am to 4 pm 

Thursday  10 am to 3 pm 
 

We provide free, independent and impartial advice to all 

21 Galgate 

Barnard Castle 

County Durham 

DL12 8EQ 

http://www.hostuk.org/


 

News from the belfry: Heritage Open Day Saturday 10
th

 September 2016 

Ever since the D & N AGM back in April, where many of us experienced the 

mini-ring of bells for the first time, we had been planning for them to come to 

Barnard Castle for the Heritage Open Day to help us promote bell ringing. 

Actually booking the mini-ring was the easy part but organising their arrival 

from York was a lot harder. Thanks must go to Dave Bailey for his massive part 

in co-ordinating this.  

The bells and their frame duly arrived in pieces, and under the expert tuition of 

Chris Enzor from Heighington, John, Caroline, Dave, Edward and I were able to 

help assemble the bells in the frame on Friday 9th September, ready for the 

following  day. Now all we had to do was to pretend that we could ring them 

well enough to guide others in the technicalities of this art which is very 

different to ringing church bells! 

Saturday 10th September arrived and luckily so did Anthea and Chris Enzor, the 

mini-ring experts. They guided those of us ringers that were present with 

varying degrees of success. Several members of church, including Alec, and 

visitors to church, had a go on the mini-ring and it was apparent from the 

interest expressed during the day that it had been a very successful venture. We 

had people of all ages and physical abilities having a go which was fantastic to 

see. The mini-ring was available for the whole of the day apart from during the 

guided tour of the church. 

We held an Open Tower from 11-1pm, after the guided tour of the church. We 

didn’t record numbers but the whole of the church tour appeared to ascend the 

39 tower steps in one go! Dave, James and I introduced the visitors to the 

intricacies of campanology, from tower safety to the handling of a bell and 

method ringing. We climbed up to the clock room and watched the automatic 

clock in action. James showed the visitors where the missing bell rope was 

hiding. Just when we thought the tower tour was over, more interested parties 

appeared so we carried on, leaving Caroline, Chris and Anthea to man the mini-

ring. I would like to thank Josie Pollard at this point for loaning us her set of 

hand bells as they added another dimension to our ringing activities. Joan Kemp

-Ambler and grandson, James, were ringing rounds on the handbells at one 

point. 

Eventually the day came to a close and then we were faced with our next ordeal: 

how to take the mini-ring apart! No Chris Enzor to assist us as he and Anthea 

had left to ring for a wedding in another tower! Having fewer volunteers than 

the evening before, we were pleased that Alec decided to help us! Edward 

arrived to join us soon after Rob Criddle, the keeper of the mini-ring, arrived. 

Everything went smoothly, bells and frames were safely stowed away in 3 cars 

and duly driven back to Seaton where they are stored in Rob and Jo’s garage.  

After a welcome cup of tea, and the promised fish and chips supper, a weary 
 20 

Dave and I returned home. 

It had been a mammoth effort from beginning to end, but as Chris Enzor 

mentioned in an email later, we have a great team of ringers in Barney, and they 

pulled out all the stops to make the Heritage Open Day so successful. Thanks to 

all of you for turning up and taking part. It had to be a team effort. 

Thank you to everyone who ‘had a go’ on the day for being adventurous! 

Thanks must be extended to Alec for allowing us to bring the mini-ring into the 

church and also for his assistance in taking it apart! Thanks also go to Chris, 

Anthea and Rob for their time and effort, it is much appreciated.  

If anyone is interested in learning to ring, or would like to arrange to visit the 

tower if they missed the Open Day, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

Helen Scott 

Dinner Group 

Dr Kayleigh Garthwaite (Department of Geography, University of Durham) was 

the guest speaker at our September meeting of the Dinner Club where she gave 

an impressive talk about her ethnographic research working at a foodbank in 

Stockton-on-Tees. Her book Hunger Pains: Life inside foodbank Britain has 

received many accolades from both the aca-

demic community and those with an intimate 

knowledge of the working of foodbanks. 

She presented a moving picture of the stark re-

alities of food poverty and what it feels like to 

be forced to turn to foodbanks for help. 

She is pictured here with Dave Bailey who was 

amongst those attending. 

Our October guest was Richard Bell, a manager 

at GSK, but perhaps better known as a Durham 

County Councillor representing Barnard Castle 

West. Very much involved in the life of his 

church in Upper Teesdale, Richard gave a fasci-

nating talk which ranged from Teesdale dialect to 

ancient Roman history to being shot at in Hartle-

pool! He is pictured here with Ruth Willett – a 

regular Dinner Group attender. 

Our next get together is on Wednesday 30th November when the Rt Revd Paul 

Butler, Bishop of Durham, will be our guest speaker. Interested? Contact Colin 

at bcctalks@gmail.com or leave a message on his answerphone 01833 690471 

mailto:bcctalks@gmail.com
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YOU ARE INVITED……  

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
AGM & SERVICE PREPARATION 

TUESDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 2016 

7 pm – 9 pm 
METHODIST CHURCH, BARNARD CASTLE, 

DL12 8LY 

Everyone who would like find out more about the 2017 

service to be held onFriday 3rd March 2017 is welcome 

Coffee, tea and soft drinks will be provided 

For more information or to confirm your attendance please contact: 

 Iris HilleryBranch Administrator (Barnard Castle) 

Email: iris@ajalon.co.uk Telephone: 01833 690860  Mobile: 07919 344845 

The long awaited new sound 

system should have been installed 

by the time you read this.  Many 

thanks to all those who generously 

contributed to the cost . 
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The Parochial Church Council of the 

Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle 

with Whorlton: registered charity number 

1130279 

CHURCH CONTACTS 

Bellringers:  Helen Scott (690169) 

Electoral Roll Officer:  Doreen Moore (690947) 

First Friday Group:  Lesley Taylor (631716) or 

 Theresa Atkinson (638213) 

Flower Guild:  Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908) 

Friends of St Mary's: Pauline Hanby (630102) 

Junior Church:  Kim Harding (637018) 

Lifts to church:  Keith Miles (637512) 

Magazine Production:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 

Magazine Distribution Jane Goldberg (630896) 

Magazine Advertising: Frances Stenlake (637334) 

Mothers’ Union:  Doreen Moore (690947) 

Parish Hall Association Secretary:  Peter Wise (637904) 

Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding (637018) 

Wednesday Morning Coffee:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 

PLEASE NOTE: The December/

January issue of the Pilgrim will be 

available on 25th November.  The 

last date for copy is Sunday 20th 

November.  Items please to Frances 

Stenlake, 37 The Bank; or 

francesrstenlake@yahoo.co.uk. 
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The Friends of 

Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 

support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 

within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held 

at Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  

GARDEN SERVICES: From general tidy to complete makeover 

 

 

 

 

NURSERY 

WESTWICK ROAD 

BARNARD CASTLE 

(half mile past Bowes Museum) 

Telephone 01833 638639 

Open all week 10.00am - 4.00pm.  

Closed Monday 
Most major Debit and Credit cards accepted. 

 

 

TREES, SHRUBS,PERENNIALS, ALPINES, ROSES, FRUIT 

TREES AND BUSHES.   

CHRISTMAS WREATHS AND DECORATIONS.   

SEASONAL BEDDING PLANTS AND HANGING BASKETS.    

 

Redwell Garage 

 

 

EXHAUSTS • TYRES • 

BATTERIES 

All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 

 

Redwell 

Garage 

Barnard Castle 

 

Tel: 01833 637341 

Fax: 01833 631888 

 

MAUDE’S 
COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS 

Prop: Stephen Maude 

 

FOR ALL YOUR  

TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS: 

TAXIS, MINI COACHES & COACHES 

 

 

 

 
 

REDWELL GARAGE 

BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone 01833 637341 

Fax 01833 631888 

Pirelli Dunlop 



 

 

 

13, Chapel Row,  

Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Co. Durham 

DL12 0SN  

 Back Pain 

 Sciatica 

 Neck Problems 

 Whiplash 

 Trapped Nerves  

01833 641202 
 

Teesdalephysio@gmail.com 

 Joint Problems 

 Muscle + Ligament Injuries 

 Sports Injuries 

 Pilates (1:1 and classes) 

 Ergonomic + Workplace 
Assessments  

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

A complete Funeral Service 

carried out under the 

personal care of  

James and John Blenkiron 

Barnard Castle 01833 695444 
19 Galgate, DL12 8EQ 

Website: www.blenkirons.co.uk 

enquiries@blenkirons.co.uk 

Golden Charter Prepayment Funerals 

 

www.oldschoolplumbing.com 


