
 

50p 

 

 

Tel: 01833 638655 day or night 

FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR 

CHAPEL OF REST 

FLORAL 
TRIBUTES 

CATERING 
ARRANGED 

Redwell Garage 

 

 

EXHAUSTS • TYRES • 
BATTERIES 

All makes supplied and fitted  
or cash and carry for DIY 

 

Redwell 
Garage 

Barnard Castle 

 

Tel: 01833 637341 

Fax: 01833 631888 

 

MAUDE’S 
COACH TOURS & EXCURSIONS 

Prop: Stephen Maude 

 

FOR ALL YOUR  
TRAVEL REQUIREMENTS: 

TAXIS, MINI COACHES & COACHES 

 

 

 

 

 

REDWELL GARAGE 

BARNARD CASTLE 

Telephone 01833 637341 

Fax 01833 631888 

Pirelli Dunlop 

The Decor and 
 Carpet Centre 

 

For a full home  
interior service 

 
Come in and see our selection of 

FLOORCOVERINGS, LIGHTING, 
FABRICS, TILES  

and much, much more. 
 

Now in our 31st year 

 

Allen Jenkins 

87 Montalbo Road, 
 Barnard Castle DL12 8BP 

 

Tel: 01833 690009 



 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

BARNARD CASTLE 

  8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion 

10.30 a.m.  Main Service  (for details see monthly calendar page) 
  4.00 p.m.  The Four o'clock Service for young families (please check calendar) 
 

WHORLTON 

  9.00 a.m.  2nd & 4th Sundays  Holy Communion 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
VICAR: Revd Canon Alec Harding MA (Hons), The Vicarage, 

 Parsons Lonnen, Newgate  DL12 8ST  (637018) 
 

READERS:   Astley Fenwick BSc C.Eng  (637392) 
    David Walker BA (Hons), CPFA (650396) 
READER Emeritus:   David Blakely MA  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
ORGANIST AND: Annette Butters GLCM (Hons), LTCL (TD), LTCL (GMT) 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

CHURCHWARDENS: Sandra Sumner (690041),  
   John R Moore (07793756129),   
   Bob Ward (630163) 
PCC SECRETARY: David Walker (650396) 
TREASURER: Robert Stenlake (637334) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
PARISH HALL CARETAKER  
AND BOOKINGS SECRETARY: Stephen Guy (0740 3264857) or  

       sg27@btinternet.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stmarysbarnardcastle.org.uk 

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Barnard-Castle-with-

       Whorlton/432786520147183 

For names and telephone numbers of other church contacts please see page 21 
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ABBEYFIELD HOUSE BARNARD CASTLE SOCIETY LTD 

Supported Living for the Over 55’s 

A friendly and welcoming home where you can live in your own 
self-contained space.  We have a small team of staff providing 

home cooked meals, cleaning, laundry and a friendly face.  Rent 
is inclusive of all utilities and services other than your phone line. 

Call or email for further information or to arrange a visit. 

abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com 01833 638116 

The Friends of 

Richardson Hospital

The Friends of Richardson Hospital wish to thank you for your ongoing 
support, this enables us to continue to provide services and equipment 
within Richardson Hospital and the local community. 

Anyone interested in helping is welcome to join us at our meetings held 
at Richardson Hospital. 

 

Please contact through the Hospital Tel 696500 

 

 

 

Registered Charity No. 511303  

mailto:abbeyfieldbc@gmail.com


 5 5 

November 2018 

Dear All, 

The shape of our Church Council meetings has changed in recent years. 
Of course, PCC members are Trustees of the church which, at least 
organisationally, is regarded as being an Ecclesiastical Charity in English 
Law. This means that they have a duty to be on top of the church’s 
policies on Safeguarding and Health and Safety. In addition they must 
ensure that the church’s finances are dealt with in a transparent and 
accountable manner and that the church buildings, other properties and 
their contents are kept in good order. None of this can be done ‘on the 
back of an envelope’: it all takes time and the exercise of good judgement. 

Then, on top of all the above the Church Representation Rules remind 
PCC members that they are responsible for working with their priest to 
promote the whole mission of the church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and 
ecumenical. How we care for those in the parish, how we ensure that the 
gospel is proclaimed, how we build up society and how we work with 
other Christians – these are subjects that all find their way into Church 
Council agendas. 

However, some while ago a shift was made in our agendas to ensure that 
every meeting transcends being ‘just’ a business meeting.  We have been 
spending a short while at the beginning of each meeting ‘Dwelling in the 
Word’: reflecting together on a passage of scripture, reminding ourselves 
that all our work must flow from our relationship with God. Then, at our 
meeting in October this time for reflection took yet another form: we 
asked ourselves the question, ‘Where are we seeing God at work in the 
church and the town?’ 

Our answers were a great encouragement. We see Him at work in all our 
schools where there seems to be a refreshing openness to the things of the 
spirit. Our own Church School has devoted considerable time to refining 
its overtly Christian Values. We see God at work in bringing our 
community together – not only in the musical life of the church and its 
reach to people of all ages but also in the success of local lunch clubs, the 
overcoming of loneliness and the work of local charities and community 
groups. We sense God is helping us to do a new thing as we move towards 
greater community involvement working with the Heritage Lottery and  
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our partners DigVentures. Archbishop Rowan Williams defined mission 
as ‘finding out what God is doing and joining in’. That’s becoming 
increasingly exciting … even when the PCC gather on a wet, blowy night 
in October. 

Alec 

Poems, Readings, Music and Reflections on 

 Armistice Day  

at St. Mary’s Whorlton,  

4.00 - 4.30pm, November 11th 2018 

From Friday 9th November there will be the opportunity to 

leave your thoughts and prayers on a display in church as the 

country marks the 100th anniversary of the Armistice  

©  
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News from the belfry: October 2018 

On 3rd October, Dave and Helen were assessed by Jennie Town from 
Northallerton, and were very pleased to hear that they had successfully 
completed the first module of the ART (Association of Ringing Teachers) 
Teaching Scheme in Teaching Bell Handling. We would like to thank Chris 
Enzor (our Mentor), Daniel and Simon (our learners on the day) and Jennie 
for their time and patience with us! 

All of our current learners are following the Learning the Ropes Scheme, 
which is a progressive scheme: 

Level 1: Technique. 
Level 2: Foundation skills and ringing with others. 
Level 3: Introduction to change ringing. 
Level 4: Developing change ringing skills. 
Level 5: Become an experienced bell ringer.  
 

On 6th October, both Daniel and Simon were assessed for their Level 1 in Bell 
Handling (Technique), and were both successful, receiving their certificates 
and badges. Well done to them! It was wonderful to see them both at their 
first Sunday Service ringing the next day. 

All of our learners are doing really well and there will be more assessments 
very soon! 

The Ringing Remembers campaign this year sought to recruit new bell 
ringers to commemorate the 1,400 ringers who died in WW1. Our learners 
have registered their involvement in the campaign on the Central Council of 
Church Bellringers database,  and will hopefully be receiving a special badge 
to recognise their participation. 

Armistice Day is approaching fast and we are planning to ring half muffled 
bells on Sunday 11th November, prior to the Civic Service, from 9.45 -
10.45am.  

The Queen’s Master of Pageants has requested that as many towers as 
possible coordinate ringing with the lighting of beacons at 7pm.  The ringing 
of the bells marks the end of the day. 

In Barney, the beacon will be lit on Scar Top at 7pm after the Town Crier 
reads out a ‘Call for Peace’ and the un-muffled bells will ring out from 
7.05pm. We plan to ring a quarter peal, which is non-stop ringing for about 
45 minutes, finishing at about 8pm. 

Helen Scott 
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Firstly huge congratulations go to Mr Lees’ Year 6 class 
who performed the first Class Collective Worship of the 

year. They opened with a very catchy song that they 

wrote about adaptation in science and went on to 

present their ideas about true friendship. We were very 

proud of our children as always. Mrs Windle’s Year 5 class and Mrs 
Chapman and Mrs McDonald’s Year 4/5 class will be next to 
perform.  

Reverend Harding recently led our special Harvest Service at St 

Mary’s Church. It was special as always and included poetry 
readings from the children in Year 1 and Year 4/5, who all read 

exceptionally clearly and expressively. Families have again been 

donating to Durham Foodbank; a worthy cause.  
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Children in Years 3 and 4 are attending a TAG Rugby competition 

following their specialist coaching sessions this half term. Also, 

the whole of Years 5 and 6 are attending a Multi-skills festival 

which they are all looking forward to immensely. We will let you 

know the results of these plus any other sporting events, next 

time! 

Our School Council has been elected for the year and is excited 

about representing the pupils of Green Lane. Each child who 

wanted to stand for the School Council had to prepare a speech to 

present to their peers, who then voted for their representatives: 

two per class. They did incredibly well, as did every single child 

who put themselves forward. It’s lovely to see the passion and 
commitment that our children have when given these opportunities.  

Speaking of opportunities, Mr Goffee has extended a challenge to 

all pupils in the form of a Creative Writing Competition! He would 

like everyone to take part in creating a story all about a dragon! All 

who take part will get a special certificate and there will be prizes 

for each year group – and overall winners for Foundation, Key 

Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. A panel of secret judges will decide the 

winners based on imagination, description and neatness!   

And finally, our children have enjoyed a special theatre 

performance of Robin Hood, as a treat for all their hard work this 

half term! 

We will update you with all of this, plus our Christmas 

preparations, next time! 
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If you would like to order a calendar there is a sign up sheet in church or 
contact Frances Stenlake on 637334 



 

Our October meeting opened with prayers conducted by Rev 
John Moore.  The meeting proceeded with a group discussion to 
plan next year’s agenda. 

Our guest speaker was Iris Hillery who gave a very interesting 
talk on the Women’s World Day of Prayer.  She explained what it is and 
how it influences the huge women’s Christian community throughout the 
world.  Its aim is to encourage women to become aware of other countries 
and cultures and no longer live in isolation.  They are asked to take up the 
burdens of other people and to be sympathetic to their problems - all this 
is accomplished through prayer.  The 2019 World Day of Prayer material 
has been produced by the women of the Republic of Slovenia and the 
Barnard Castle service will be held in the Parish Church. 

Sandra Sumner 
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URGENT 
 

IMAGINE:……. 
You’ve come to church regularly most of your life. 
You are no longer able to walk very far. 
You don’t have family living nearby. 
There are no local buses on Sundays. 
The clergy will visit with communion occasionally, but it’s not the same 
as feeling part of the church and meeting old friends after a service. 
 

THIS COULD HAPPEN TO YOU ONE DAY! 
It is happening to some of our congregation today! 
Could you help keep people part of our congregation for as long as 
possible? 

All it will take is an offer to use your car once every few weeks to bring 
yourself and others to church. In doing so you keep the church transport 
service viable. How difficult is that?  
 

HELP KEEP THE CAR ROTA VIABLE. Contact Keith Miles 
637512  Note: Under the PCC safeguarding policy for vulnerable adults, 
all drivers have DBS checks. This is a simple check that the vicar can set 
up. 

 

Calendar November 2018 
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Friday 2nd
 5.00 pm St Mary’s Community Choir meets at 

Barnard Castle 

Saturday 3rd
 10.00 am Community Music Group meets at Barnard 

Castle 

SUNDAY 4th
 

All Saints Sunday 

8.00 am 

10.30 am 

  

4.00 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion with Baptism of Bertie 
Wade and Junior Church at Barnard Castle 

All Souls-tide service at Barnard Castle 

Monday 5th
 1.30 pm Mothers’ Union service and meeting 

Tuesday 6th
 7.15 pm Deanery Synod meets at Gainford 

Wednesday 7th
 9.10 am 

  

10.00 am 

7.00 pm 

First Communion Service at Green Lane 
School 
Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Remembrance 100 Study see p15 

Thursday 8th
 2.00 pm Service at Charles Dickens Lodge 

Friday 9th
 

  

5.00 pm St Mary’s Community Choir meets at 
Barnard Castle 

Saturday 10th
 10.00 am Community Music Group meets at Barnard 

Castle 

SUNDAY 11th
 

Remembrance 
Sunday 

8.00 am 

10.45 am 

  

4.00 pm 

  

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Act of Remembrance at Barnard Castle NB 
No Junior Church 

Music and readings for Remembrance at 
Whorlton 

Monday 12th
 7.00 pm PCC meets in the Vestry 

Wednesday 14th
 10.00 am 

7.00 pm 

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Remembrance 100 Study see p15 

Friday 16th
 5.00 pm St Mary’s Community Choir meets at 

Barnard Castle 

Saturday 17th
 9.30 am 

  

10.00 am 

Partnership for Missional Church 
introductory meeting in Durham 

Community Music Group meets at Barnard 
Castle 

SUNDAY 18th
 

Second Sunday 
before Advent 

8.00 am 

10.30 am 

  

12.30 pm 

  

4.00 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion and Junior Church at 
Barnard Castle 

Baptism of Kieran Boucher and Harrison 
Bussey 

The Four o’clock service 
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SMUFFIES (St Mary’s Under-5s group) 

Tuesdays  1pm - 3pm in the Parish Hall       

All welcome 

 

Wednesday Coffee Morning 

9.30 –12.00  
Join us upstairs in the Parish Hall for a coffee, a 

scone and a chat! 

Monday 19th
 9.45am ‘Pilgrim’ editorial meeting 

Wednesday 21st
 10.00 am 

7.00 pm 

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Remembrance 100 Study see p15 

Friday 23rd
 

  

2.00 pm 

5.00 pm 

Service at The Manor House Care Home 

St Mary’s Community Choir meets at 
Barnard Castle 

Saturday 24th
 9.30 am 

10.00 am 

Diocesan Synod meets in Durham 

Community Music Group meets at Barnard 
Castle 

SUNDAY 25th
 

Feast of Christ the 
King 

8.00 am 

9.00 am 

10.30 am 

  

12.30 pm 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle 

Holy Communion at Whorlton 

Holy Communion at Barnard Castle NB No 
Junior Church 

Baptism of Ethan Bainbridge at Whorlton 

Monday 26th
 10.00 am Service at Abbeyfield, Galgate 

Tuesday 27th
 10.00 am 

2.00 pm 

Service at Kings Court Care Home 

Service at Beaconsfield Care Home 

Wednesday 28th
 

  

10.00 am 

7.00 pm 

Weekday Communion at Barnard Castle 

Remembrance 100 Study see p15 

Friday 30th
 5.00 pm 

  

7.00 pm 

St Mary’s Community Choir meets at 
Barnard Castle 

Dalesider’s concert at Whorlton 

 14 

From the registers 

Baptisms 

October 7th  Isla Erin Iona Marshall, 77 Green Lane 

 Hannah Mae Dolan, 56 Churchill Road 

October 14th
 Anna Jane Todd, South View, Marwood 

 

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God 

 

Marriages 

October 6th
 Daniel Oliver & Cecilia Voss 

All that I am I give to you and all that I have I share with you. 

 

Funerals 

Service and Committal at Darlington Crematorium 

October 1st
 Barbara Lee (73) 4 Tannery Yard 

Service in church followed by committal at Wear Valley Crematorium 

October  1st   Margaret Elizabeth Gowland (87) 5 Tannery Yard 

Service in church followed by interment 
October 3rd

  Anna Catherine Kelton (30) 25a Market Place 

Interment of ashes 

October 5th
  David and Mary Platt formerly of Barnard Castle 

Service and Committal at Wear Valley Crematorium 

October 17th
  Margaret Ann Mearns Johnson (94) The Manor House  

  18th
  Roy Albert Steggles (72) 51 Birch Road 

 

At Whorlton  

Committal at Wear Valley Crematorium followed by memorial service  
October 10th

  Elizabeth Mary Bowers (92) 22 Coronation Street 

 

Jesus said ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.  
Trust in God, trust also in me.’ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What: A series of Bible Studies in a 

season of Remembrance 

When: Wednesdays in November at 7.00pm 

7th – Friendship 

14th – Courage 

21st – Love 

28th – Hope 

Venue: The Parish Church, Barnard Castle 
 16 

Have you reviewed your will? 

Ever since the first edition of the Book of Common Prayer nearly 500 years 
ago, the Church of England has encouraged people to ensure their will is up 
to date. Why? 

Well, if you don’t leave an up-to-date will it can cause needless problems and 
expense for your family and executors after your death – and possibly even 
family disagreements. It will almost certainly cost more time, trouble and 
money to sort out than the time and effort it will take you to make or revise a 
will in the first place. 

 It gives you absolute peace of mind that your current wishes will be 
carried out 

 It ensures that any young children or other dependants you care for will be 
looked after as you wish (eg appointing guardians) 

 It ensures your treasured mementos (eg jewellery) will be given to the 
particular individuals you want to receive them 

 You can specify the type of funeral service you want 

 It reflects the latest circumstances of your family and friends 

 It is the only way to ensure support for your favourite church and charities 

Most people need to review their will at least every five years, to check that it 
is still reasonably up-to-date. Why not make a mental note to do it at every 
birthday that ends in “0” or “5”? Other events that may trigger a review are 
major life events in the family – births, (re-)marriage or divorce, deaths, 
house moves, step- or grand-children etc. 

You are advised to get independent professional advice when making or 
substantially revising a will. Most solicitors charge very reasonable fees  to 
revise a will or for writing a fresh will, assuming you do not have a large or 
complex estate. Many lawyers quote a fixed price for straightforward wills, 
and will offer a discount if your partner needs a mirror will at the same time. 
If you have a low income, it may be possible to get free or cheap legal advice 
– ask your Citizens Advice Bureau. Many solicitors are prepared to visit you 
at home if necessary. Age Concern have a postal will-writing service for 
straightforward wills. 

Making a will is also an opportunity to make a gift to the church or charities 
that you have supported in your lifetime.  Rather than making pecuniary 
legacies - fixed amounts of money like £750 – it is generally advisable to  
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leave most legacies as shares of  the residue of your estate (after debts, taxes 
and expenses) – for example X% to person A and Y% to charity B.  
Residuary legacies suffer less from the ravages of inflation, and save you 
having to amend your will so frequently as your financial circumstances 
change.  

If you don’t write a will at all (the lawyers talk about dying intestate): 

● Your possessions will be divided only among certain close relatives under a 
complex legal formula. Partners and children do not necessarily automatically 
get all of the estate, and unrelated friends get nothing. 

● The Court will appoint someone from amongst your family and friends to 
act as Administrator of your estate – not necessarily the most appropriate 
person, and they get no recompense for this task they are assigned. 

● There is no opportunity to try to minimise the amount of Inheritance Tax 
payable – there are quite legitimate ways to reduce your eventual tax bill 
through a will. 

● A surviving spouse may have to move to a smaller home to pay the various 
bills 

● You cannot specify which relatives and friends should get your most 
treasured mementos as they will need to be sold off, probably cheaply in a 
house clearance. 

● The church and favourite charities you generously supported during your 
lifetime will get nothing.  

 

Finally:  did you know that some of our local solicitors subscribe to Will Aid 
during November? Under the scheme participating solicitors waive their 
normal fee for writing a simple will suggesting instead a donation to charity.  

For more information on wills and leaving a gift to the Church, visit 
www.churchlegacy.org.uk or ring the Church's national legacy help-
line on 08445 870875.  

 

The parish has a policy concerning legacies left to the church. We 
will always ask the executors of a will if there are specific projects 
that they wish to support through a legacy: for example church music, 
youth work, work with children, care of the fabric of the church.  

 18 

Christmas with a difference! 

Can you make some room for an international student to learn what 

true British Festive hospitality can mean? Would you like to add an 

international element to your Christmas, learning another country’s 
traditions and enjoying the connection and friendship that such 

sharing brings?  

HOST UK arranges for international students to 

enjoy brief homestays with UK hosts, one day, a 

weekend or, over the festive period - a three day 

visit. We need more hosts so that a smile like 

Marine’s can spread across many more faces … and 
across our fragile world.  

If you should like to know more, please go to the 

website www.hostuk.org or leave a message on  

http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost 

This year’s service for 

All Souls’ – tide at Barnard Castle 

will take place on 

Sunday 4th November 

at 4.00pm 

 

At this service we have a particular opportunity to 
remember all those special to us who have died 

http://www.hostuk.org
http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Bellringers:  Helen Scott (690169) 
Electoral Roll Officer:  Keith Miles (637512) 
First Friday Group:  Lesley Taylor (631716) or 
 Theresa Atkinson (638213) 
Flower Guild:  Joan Kemp-Ambler (638908) 
Friends of St Mary's: Pauline Hanby (630102) 
Junior Church:  Kim Harding (637018) 
Lifts to church:  Keith Miles (637512) 
Magazine Production:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 
Magazine Distribution Helen Scott (690169) 
Magazine Advertising: Frances Stenlake (637334) 
Mothers’ Union:  Sandra Sumner (690041) 
Parish Hall Association Secretary:  Peter Wise (637904) 
Smuffies (St Mary’s Under 5’s group):  Kim Harding (637018) 
Wednesday Morning Coffee:  Frances Stenlake (637334) 
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The Parochial Church Council of the 
Ecclesiastical Parish of Barnard Castle 
with Whorlton: registered charity number 
1130279 

GARDEN SERVICES: From general tidy to complete makeover 

 

 

 

 

NURSERY 

WESTWICK ROAD 

BARNARD CASTLE 

(half mile past Bowes Museum) 
Telephone 01833 638639 

Open all week 10.00am - 4.00pm.  
Closed Monday 

Most major Debit and Credit cards accepted. 

 

 

TREES, SHRUBS,PERENNIALS, ALPINES, ROSES, FRUIT 
TREES AND BUSHES.   
CHRISTMAS WREATHS AND DECORATIONS.   
SEASONAL BEDDING PLANTS AND HANGING BASKETS.    

PLEASE NOTE: The December/
January issue of the Pilgrim will 
be available on 23rd November.  
The last date for copy is Sunday 
18th November. Items please to 
Frances Stenlake, 37 The Bank; or 
francesrstenlake@yahoo.co.uk. 

© These items are produced courtesy of 
www.parishpump.co.uk 

©  



 

 

 

13, Chapel Row,  
Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Co. Durham 

DL12 0SN  

 Back Pain 

 Sciatica 

 Neck Problems 

 Whiplash 

 Trapped Nerves  

01833 641202 
 

Teesdalephysio@gmail.com 

 Joint Problems 

 Muscle + Ligament Injuries 

 Sports Injuries 

 Pilates (1:1 and classes) 
 Ergonomic + Workplace 

Assessments  

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

A complete Funeral Service 
carried out under the 

personal care of  
James and John Blenkiron 

Barnard Castle 01833 695444 

19 Galgate, DL12 8EQ 

Website: www.blenkirons.co.uk 

enquiries@blenkirons.co.uk 

Golden Charter Prepayment Funerals 

 


